
thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

Jesus image of God: communication

m o n t h  t h r e e    w e e k  o n e

image for the week

Mark 1:14-45

This month as we reflect upon Jesus being the image of God there are four

aspects we’ll be considering: communication, manifestation, representation,

and resemblance. So, let’s start with the first one! If you use emojis you will be

aware that each little image conveys a good deal of communication. Images

have the potential to evoke emotional depths where a single word would fail.

Jesus Christ is the complete image of God and as such is God’s clearest form of

communication to humanity. He had an uncanny way of imparting and

exchanging truths about God that were deeper and far more reaching than just

the here and now, because he was revealing the glorious realities of heaven,

God’s Kingdom, to mankind.

Not only did he come as communication, but John informs us that he was in the

beginning not only with God but was God. Hold this overarching truth whilst

contemplating this aspect of Jesus being God’s image. Sadly, we can only take

a quick peek at Mark 1 this week but do reflect and consider (within all four

gospels when there is time) how communication interacts with mankind. Soak

in the verses, listen with your senses, re-evaluate your allegiance, because this

is radical stuff if we’re serious about following him!

In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God…and 

the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us.

John 1 verse 14

Father, thank you for 
your invitation to go to 
my room, shut the door, 

and pray.
It’s here in this place that 
I can fully express myself 
and you never turn me 

away.
It’s here I express my 
love and longings for 

you, giving thanks for all 
the gifts and goodness in 

my life.
It’s also the place where I 
can bring uncertainties, 
troubles and failure out 

into the open;
knowing you always 

treat me with kindness 
and mercy.

You speak to my heart 
and flood it once again
with your truth, hope 

and courage.
Thank you for the 
wonder of living 

and walking in your 
presence, being your 

child and trusting every 
promise You speak over 

me. 
Amen.



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  o n e

‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’

How and why was Jesus’ message of repentance different to John’s message of repentance?

‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ’and 

I will send you out to fish for 

people.’

What was it about this communication that

caused Simon (Peter) and Andrew to leave

their livelihoods and immediately follow?

The people were amazed at his 

teaching, because he taught them 

as one who had authority, not as 

the teachers of the law. 

Pause to think about just who and how

Jesus was teaching? How was the image of

God communicating authority?

‘I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God!’. ‘Be quiet!’ said Jesus 

sternly. ’Come out of him!’

Why was Jesus keen to stop this form of
enlightenment/communication?

he went to her, took her hand 

and helped her up.

Not a word but a touch. What do you

think she understood from this form of

communication?

Moved with 

compassion, Jesus reached out 

with His hand and touched him.

As the image of God, what message does

this convey to our world’s brokenness?

How might you genuinely share this good

news today?

‘See that you don’t tell this to 

anyone. But go, show yourself 

to the priest… ’

Jesus knew that certain publicity over

such miracles might hinder His mission

and divert public attention from His

message – is this a present-day danger

too?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  o n e

• What private signals (not using words) do you use to communicate with
someone in your family, e.g. facial expressions or physical gestures?

• What has God communicated to us through Jesus Christ?
• Discuss together the difference between John’s and Jesus’ message of

repentance.
• Do you think the church communicates Jesus’ repentance adequately

today. If not, how might we do so more clearly?
• What was the most compelling thing you discovered about the way Jesus

was God’s image this week?
• Discuss how you personally view Jesus as both God and man. Do you tend

to focus on one more than the other? How might we hold Son of Man/Son
of God within a better tension?

Father,
Thank you that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

Thank you for his revelation of a loving, gracious God 
that draws alongside, teaches and heals,

offering forgiveness and the gift of new life in you.
Thank you that Jesus, the image of God,

demonstrated a perfect, never-failing love 
And that nothing can separate us from you, 

as Father, Son and Spirit.
Renew our lives this day, filling us 

with the overflowing power of your love, 
so we can make a difference in this world 

and bring honour to Your Name. 
Amen. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

w e e k  t w o

image for the week

John 1:1-14Jesus image of God: manifestation

One way in which of Jesus is the image of the invisible God is through
manifestation – meaning that Jesus is making visible the invisible God among
us. It was on that first Christmas night that, wonder of wonders, God was
manifest in the flesh as a tiny vulnerable new-born babe (1 Timothy 3:16). The
wonder was that the complete fullness of deity dwelt in that tiny body
(Colossians 2:9). This manifestation of God is by far the most complete
revelation God ever gave to the world and if we want to know what God is like
then we just need to take a long look at Jesus Christ (John 14:9). There we not
only discover such wisdom, majesty and power, but also divine perfections like
justice, grace, mercy and love.

To His disciples Jesus said, ‘You believe in God; believe also in Me’ (John 14:1). This
sequence of faith is inevitable. If we believe in what God made and what God
said, we will believe in the One God sent. But equally without this
manifestation of God there is no way of truly knowing Him. We would be left to
build our lives around our puny hopes and dreams, all of which are very
temporal, but with Christ we can know and have relationship with God Himself.

The true light that gives light to 

everyone was coming into the world.’  

John 1 verse 9 

Steadfastly I look to you God,
letting all awareness of myself, 

my needs, my desires, diminish and 
fade away.

I catch a glimpse of Your Glory and 
perfection,

your unlimited love and perfection
and at once I am free.
There are no requests,

nothing of self to express;
only to linger in adoration 

of the One who is my all in all. 
Amen.



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  t w o

In the beginning ….. the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Sit and contemplate this great mystery: the Word was with God (division) and was God (no

division). Jesus is God, but is not the Father. He did not “become” God; He was God from the

beginning.

In him was life, and that life was 

the light of all mankind

Reflect on the life that was within him;

how do you see it being a light to all

mankind?

The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it.

Where do you see this light shining in

today’s darkness? Give thanks that in life’s

struggles darkness will never overcome

the true light.

[John] came only as a witness to 

the light.

Think about John’s witness to Christ. How

might you be a witness? Write some goals

for the coming four weeks, then review.

though the world was made 

through him, the world did not 

recognise him.

Why wasn’t he recognised? He was God

after all. Why did some individuals want him

stoned (John 8:59)? How does that lack of

recognition manifest itself today?

to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become 

children of God.

Believing in His name is to accept as true all

the qualities of his character and nature.

Soak in every thought and feeling that is

aroused by his name; reflect on your

relationship as his child.

The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory….’  

Recall any personal encounters you have

had with Jesus – how did your perspective

change?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t w o

• Discuss together the way the invisible God chose to make Himself visible

to human kind. What do you find most compelling?

• As far as you are able, share together what happened in the quiet

reflections of Day 1 and Day 6.

• What is to be seen/understood/learnt from how the Father and Son relate

to one another in John 14:9-14?

• How might their union of being-in-relation with each other (and the Spirit)

offer human community a new model, over and against present day

notions such as hierarchy and patriarchy?

• Does this in any way challenge our forms of Church structure?

We come in awesome silence into Your presence.
No words, no pleading,
No concepts or designs.

We encounter You in the stillness
which settles, 

deep within our souls.
Beyond all time and thought.

We wait upon You,
we rest beneath your shadow.

We feel Your breath upon our lives 
and discover anew 

that it is not we who come to You, 
but You who come to us;  and in Your coming 

You commune with Your Spirit within  
and at once we are made whole 

and all is well.  Amen.

Dennis Wrigley (adapted)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

w e e k  t h r e e

image for the week

Colossians 1:15-23 

Mankind was created in the image of God and designed to mirror Him here on
earth but failed. Jesus on the other hand perfectly represented God; he was
what Richard Rohr calls the Universal Christ, born of woman yet without sin.
Jesus was God but he was not the Father; he was God the Son, carrying the
exact representation of his Father’s nature. We can be sure that if we’ve met
Jesus (through scripture, through revelation) then we have also met the Father
The point is, we can’t separate the Father and Son in their character. In their
values, judgements or goals they are one, but we can separate them in their
roles. And this is beautifully demonstrated in why and how Jesus represented
God on earth. He fully possessed God’s divine image, but also lived a fully
human life, facing every form temptation, yet without sin and in perfect
obedience to his Father. From the crib to the cruel cross and empty tomb, he
both honoured and represented the Father, gaining for us the righteousness we
both need and lack.

Now, as His redeemed children, God is remaking us into His image, the image of
Christ. With our salvation comes an ever-growing into the way we imitate and
reflect the very one who saves us.

Jesus image of God: representation

God was pleased to have his 

fullness dwell in him. 

Colossians 1 verse 15

Loving Father, 
show me how to be more like Jesus Christ 

today, so that You will be glorified!
I know I will fall short of this goal

but enable me take joy in the small 
victories I see!

When my flesh loves to be in control 
or clings to anxiety with stubborn pride, 

help me to focus on your life-giving Word 
which restores my confidence in your 
ability to transform my heart and life!

Help me daily to surrender to the infilling 
of Holy Spirit, who is at work forming holy 

character and sanctifying my inner life,
so that I might live only for God’s glory. 

Amen.



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  t h r e e

The Son is the image of the invisible God

In what ways has Jesus made God known to you?

For in him all things were created

Keep your eyes open today, look for the

brush-strokes of his creative presence and

share your observations with Him.

in him all things hold together

Scientists are consistently discovering that

there’s a strange force holding everything

together! Reflect on the assurances you

have knowing it is Jesus.

God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him

Imagine and write down what message
you think God might have given to the
Angel Gabriel about his hopes and dreams
as he looked down upon the Bethlehem
manger-scene.

and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things

With Jesus making peace through the

blood of his cross, having reconciled all

that was lost, what is left for you to do?

you were alienated from God and 

were enemies in your minds

Pray for those you know who still find

themselves in this place, that the eyes

of their hearts may be enlightened to

God’s love and faithfulness.

continue in your faith, 

established and firm

How might this best be achieved so that

we don’t move away from the hope of

this good news?



for the group
as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t h r e e

• Have there been any questions bubbling up in your minds this week? If so,

would you like to share them with one another?

• Has our view of Jesus Christ been challenged in anyway this week? Is there

ever a danger of holding a wrong image of him?

• During the week we’ve considered not only who Jesus is but also what he

has done. Do you think there’s a tendency to focus more on one than the

other? How might we maintain the balance?

• Is it true that Jesus enables us to approach God more confidently? If so, in

what ways have you personally experienced this?

• With salvation comes an ever-growing into the way we imitate and reflect

the very one who saves us. Pray and encourage one another with what

you have witnessed, growing and developing amongst yourselves. How

might you encourage one another further?

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine!

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away,
O let me from this day be wholly thine!

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire!

As thou hast died for me O may my love to thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be a living fire!

When life's dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread
Be thou my guide

Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray from thee aside.

Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

w e e k  f o u r

image for the week

Hebrews 1:1-5

Ecce Homo (Behold the 

Man) restoration

Jesus image of God: resemblance

Jesus is the exact imprint of the Father as such he doesn’t convey some vague

image of God. He is his very form in character and nature. ‘If you have seen me,

you have seen the Father’ (John 14:8-10). What does Jesus show us of the

Father? First, he is welcoming and approachable. Jesus once invited Andrew

to his house. It ended up with Andrew going to find his brother and telling him

he’d found the Messiah (John 1:39) – that must have been quite a visit! Jesus

consistently connected with those on the fringe of society, speaking into their

lives, defending and showing them mercy. He also expressed deep emotions -

weeping when his friend died. We have a compassionate God who cares about

our confusion, hurt and pain. Sadly, many minds have been so blinded ‘they

cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the

image of God.’ (2 Corinthians. 4:4).

Today so many have identity issues. ‘Helps’ are offered to those seeking to

mend their own portraits. But what Adam broke, Christ came to mend - we

needed the original artist to come and redraw our God-given image.

Transformation into his divine likeness happens when we look and gaze on him

– the perfecter of our faith (Hebrews. 12:1-2).

The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory...

Hebrews 1 verse 3

Father God, 
I truly believe that Jesus revealed your 

heart, your character, your compassion, 
your holiness and all of your many 

qualities. 
Please continue to work deeply in my 

life, restoring my true likeness in you, as 
I run life’s race with determination and 

passion;
whilst turning my eyes away from the 
natural realm and fixing my gaze on 

Jesus, who has birthed faith within me 
and leads me forward into faith’s 

perfection. Amen.



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  f o u r

In the past God spoke…at many times and in various ways.

God is always speaking, and uses a variety of ways; what can prevent Him being heard? What can we

do to aid our ability to listen well?

he has spoken to us by his Son 

What message was God speaking via

Jesus?

whom he appointed heir of all 

things 

In Jesus God fulfils the amazing promise of

Psalm 2:7-8, but in Romans 8:17 we’re

described as Christ’s co-heirs. What’s your

response to being a co-heir?

The Son is the radiance of God’s 

glory 

Jesus emanates God’s glory; his attributes,

power, the very essence of his being.

Christ reveals God's glory attuned to our

level of perception. Do you long to see this

glory?

sustaining all things by his 

powerful word

This is an amazing truth. Sit with it and

allow your thoughts to turn to praise and

wonder.

After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand 

There is now a rest, peace and joy

available to us because Christ’s work is

complete. Reflect on this in relation to

Hebrews 4: 10-11.

I will be his Father, and he will be 

my Son

Reflect on this unique relationship and

the characteristics displayed. Thank

Father, Son and Spirit for their open

invitation to share their love and

friendship.



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  f o u r

• How familiar are you with the Ecce Homo restoration? Why, do you

suppose, it was chosen for this week’s image?

• Discuss the various ways in which Jesus bore resemblance to His Father.

• What are the ‘various ways’ you have known God to communicate with

you?

• ‘Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful

that none of you be found to have fallen short of it.’ (Hebrews 4:1) What

things might prevent our fully entering into that place of ‘rest’?

• Discuss what being ‘co-heirs’ means to you, both individually and as a

community of believers.

Almighty God, we pray that we
will be taken into a deeper, 

more meaningful relationship with You, 
where we will grow in faith and hear 
the still small voice within our souls.

Help us to be attentive to Your call, 
that will cause us to walk in Your righteousness.  

Open the eyes of our 
hearts to see the many blessings you 

bestow on us, especially the very 
small ones that we sometimes 

take for granted.

Walk with us, Father, and take us to new levels, 
where we can experience an outpouring 

of Your Spirit’s love and mercy. 
Amen.
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