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Acts 2:29-36. Messiah

Above all else, 
I thank you for Jesus the Messiah, 
whose sacrifice paid the debt for 

my sin and whose resurrection 
has given me eternal life!

Amen.

After Jesus died on the cross at the hands of the Romans and driven on by the

Jewish authorities, there would have been very few expectations that he might,

only days later, be heralded as the long expected Messiah. The Messiah was

fully expected to be a leader, of the line and reputation of King David who

would conquer Jewish enemies and bring in the Kingdom rule of God. This all

came to pass but not in the way expected as between times came the

resurrection which transformed the received and traditional expectation of

Messiah. Some Jews, did not trust that this was the case and, for them, the

search continues for the Messiah. The death of previous “would be Messiahs”

spelt the end for their tenure as potential Messiahs, but for Jesus his death

represented a window enabling everyone to see his true identity. Only one

event could bring about such a new understanding - the resurrection of Jesus.

Fellow Israelites, I can tell you 
confidently that the patriarch David 
died and was buried, and his tomb is 

here to this day.

Acts 2 verse 29
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‘God has raised this Jesus to life’  

The only way that Jesus could truly be the
Messiah for the whole world would be if
Jesus was transformed from his human
body. Then he would be with us always by
his presence in the Holy Spirit.
Acknowledge the Spirit with you now and
ask for fullness – receive His power.

‘But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he 

would place one of his descendants on his throne.’

King David was a prophet and knew that God had spoken to him regarding a future successor - a

Messiah. Similarly the biblical prophets anticipated the coming of a special or anointed one

(Messiah). Be encouraged today in the faith of the prophets of old.

‘Seeing what was to come’ 
We see by the light of the Sun (SON?). The
only way we see is if light floods into a dark
room; without it we may trip on unseen
objects. King David had a revelation of
God’s intention. Jesus said “I am the light of
the world” so because of his light we need
not stumble again.

‘that he was not abandoned to the 
realm of the dead’. 

Although Jesus died as a human being he
was not abandoned to the realm of the
dead. What would the Messiah be doing in
the realm of the dead? The promise is true
for us as for Jesus. Eternal life begins with
Jesus and carries on eternally. Give thanks.

‘and we are all witnesses of it ‘  

Like people brought into court, these
witnesses could truly say that Jesus was
dead and now was alive. They concluded
he was the Messiah. Are you ready to
witness that once you were dead to Jesus
but now alive in him ?

‘Exalted to the right hand of God’
Jesus never received the exaltation that he
fully deserved on earth. He was hunted
down, punished, pursued and insulted but
never sought to be praised. However, His
Father made sure that he would receive his
just reward. Reflect on the truth that we
too will receive our just reward at the hands
of the Father.

‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of 
this: God has made this Jesus, whom 

you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.’  

Both Lord and Messiah. He is not merely a
rescuer – he is our Moses – our leader into
the promised land. He inhabits the pillar of
cloud by day and fire by night. Reflect on the
direction of that fire and cloud in your life.
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• Reflect on how Jesus is Lord in all the areas of your lives. Which are the

easiest parts to give to him? Which are the hardest?

• Thinking about God exalting Jesus to his side. How do you find the

prospect of waiting for God ‘s reward to come in time rather than pursuing

a reward in the present time?

• The original language in Acts did not use the word crucified but rather,

‘hung from a tree’. Earl Kallard, comments “Hanging the body exhibited the

person to public humiliation. The criminal was under the curse of God…the

judgment that takes a person’s life out of the covenant community as a

perpetrator of the worst kind of sin and displays that judgment by the

humiliation of hanging his body in public shows that that person is under

God’s curse.” Jesus identified with the ‘lowest of the low’. Meditate on the

mercy of God revealed through being hung from a tree. Discuss any

thoughts that arise form the meditation.

May it be Your will, God, our God and the God of our 

fathers, that You should lead us in peace and direct our 

steps in peace, and guide us in peace, and support us in 

peace, and cause us to reach our destination in life, joy, 

and peace.

Save us from every enemy and ambush, from robbers 

and wild beasts on our journey in the life, and from all 

kinds of punishments that rage and come to the world. 

May You confer blessing upon the work of our hands 

and grant  grace, kindness, and mercy in Your eyes and 

in the eyes of all who see us, and bestow upon us 

abundant kindness and hear our prayer.

continue the conversation
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John 1

Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children 

of God.

John 1 verse 12

the Word became flesh

‘In the beginning was the Word’ - the very familiar words that introduce us to

John 1. These are words that resonate with beginning of the Bible in Genesis 1

where we read: ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’. The

interesting question is which reading thematically comes first and the

conclusion seems to be that it is John. Why? Well because the earth was

created through Jesus - as we read in the next verses of John 1. So the writings

of John speak of time before the earth and the Heavens. This is significant

because Jesus was there in the beginning and as we look back at the Scriptures

we find Jesus creating and re-creating all the way though the Old Testament.

He was there. In his earthly life he spoke words that re-created the meaning of

Torah and today by his Spirit, He continues that same re-creative work in us.

O Lord Jesus Christ,                                  

make me worthy to understand the 

profound mystery of your holy 

incarnation, which you have 

worked for our sake and for our 

salvation. Truly there is nothing so 

great and wonderful as this, that 

you, my God, who are the creator of 

all things, should become a 

creature, so that we should become 

like God. You have humbled 

yourself and made yourself small 

that we might be made mighty.

Angela of Foligno
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The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us.

Much has been written on the story that

God became FLESH – became one of us.

The harsh fact is that he met rejection –

particularly from the authorities. But the

ordinary people seemed to love him.

Reflect today on where human affirmation

comes from and what this might say to you.

w e e k  t w o

‘in him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.’  

Jesus brought life into the world. Life, not being the presence of a heartbeat or breath, but life in

God. He showed us how to live and that life was like the light revealing the path of hope. With Jesus,

the world is not empty and without form but full of potential – give thanks for His light and life today.

He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him.

The verse here is speaking of the people of
Israel – called to be the people of God and a
light shining to the nations. Jesus now calls
us in the same way. Reflect today on how
you represent Jesus and the light he has

given you.

We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.

The glory – that heavy presence of God in the
world. The works that speak of His wonder and
greatness. What Glory have you seen in the
past month or year? Pray that God may allow
you to see His work of Glory in the world.

For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ
Often in this text the word BUT is inserted
between Moses and grace. This has led to
the idea that grace and truth reside above
the law, but Jesus said he came to fulfil not
abolish the law. Give thanks for grace, truth
and the continuing revelation of Gods law.

He did not fail to confess, but 
confessed freely, ‘I am not the 

Messiah.’

John the Baptist was not the Messiah but
more importantly, neither are we. Do you
ever have illusions of being a Messiah for
some people, cause or organisation. Let us
repent of this and point the way to the real
Messiah, the irreplaceable Jesus of Nazareth.

The next day John saw Jesus coming 
toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world!
Jesus was many things but his identity as a
sacrificial lamb has far reaching meaning.
Who is this God that he might take this
sacrifice for me? Who is this God? Meditate
and worship on this today.
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• Does it matter for you that John 1 thematically comes before Genesis 1?
Discuss.

• Why do you think that in many translations the word BUT was placed in
verse 17? Does it make a natural contrast to you or not? Discuss.

• Discuss in the group the imagery around Jesus being the “Lamb of God”.
Write down and share what this personally means to each member of the
group.

• Following on from the understanding of Jesus as incarnated to a certain
people in a certain place, is it important that the Church community exists
in a certain area and concentrates on the people groupings in the vicinity of
the Church building?

O Lord my God,   

When I in awesome wonder   

Consider all

The works Thy Hand hath made,

I see the stars, 

I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow'r throughout

The universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, 

My Saviour God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art!

How great Thou art!

Carl Gustaf Boberg
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world,

grant us peace.

the lamb of God

To arrive at an understanding of this identity for Jesus we need to look closely

into the Bible that Jesus knew – the Old Testament. Regular animal sacrifices

feature in the first section of the scriptures. These sacrifices operated as a

temporary covering for sin - affecting forgiveness. If sins are covered, then God

is able to look upon us – so in terms of a relationship with God this is crucial.

Throughout this process the Bible speaks about being purified, forgiven and

being made right. ‘Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness’ -

Hebrews 9.22.

A lamb was often involved in these practices. Lambs are known for their white

coats, and white is a symbol of purity and cleanliness. Here is the connection

with Jesus. He, too, was stainless, perfect and free of sin. He was perfectly pure

and just like the lambs who were sacrificed for sin, so would Christ be sacrificed

that we might be put right with God.

The next day John saw Jesus 

coming toward him and said, 

‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!’

John 1 verse 29
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And the four living creatures said, 
‘Amen!’ and the elders fell down and 

worshiped.    Revelation 5.11.

Worshipping in the days of Revelation was
done standing up. To worship prostrate
implies reverence in the extreme or an urgent
need of answered prayer. Jesus, the worthy
one, is worthy of this extreme reverence.

w e e k  t h r e e

he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter… so he did not open his 

mouth.   Isaiah 53 verse 7
Jesus never used His position under God for
his own security. He knew that His call was to
this painful (for him) outworking of the love of
God. He calls us to ‘follow’ Him. Maybe we
need to be silent in our suffering knowing that
God is outworking his purposes through this ?

And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word 

of their testimony.    Revelation 12 verse 11

Every day we are challenged to remain in the Kingdom of light and avoid the Kingdom of darkness.

Give thanks today that you can overcome because of Jesus the lamb of God

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might  and honour 

and glory and blessing!   
Revelation 5 verse 1

Our lives are full of idols who are seeking our
worship. Celebrities, football teams even our
children compete for the attention of our
worship but there is only one who is worthy.

We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray each of us has turned to our 

own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.   Isaiah 53 verse 6

We are like sheep and Jesus was a lamb.
Jesus identified himself with us. In his
identification he took what was rightly ours
so that we might have what he had – a
‘rightness’ with God. Let this lead you in
worship of the lamb.

Get rid of the old yeast, so that you 
may be a new unleavened batch…For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed.     1 Corinthians 5 verse 7

At Passover the idea was to get rid of the
old yeast and eat unleavened bread
(no yeast). Unleavened is a sign of purity.
What do you need to leave behind to walk
with the Christ our sacrificial lamb?

God will provide for Himself the 
lamb for the burnt offering, my 

son.     Genesis 22 verse 7

Abraham did not realise the powerful
prophetic words he was speaking in this
terrible scenario. God would indeed,
through his only Son, provide a sacrifice
that would bring an end to all sacrifices.
What are messengers of God saying to
you today?
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• (John 1:29) How do you know that John the Baptist’s statement about the
Lamb of God refers to sacrifice? Why was the comprehensiveness of the
‘sin of the world’ such radical a concept?

• Why is animal sacrifice repulsive to modern people? How much of this has
to do with a city vs farming way of life?

• (Leviticus 4:32‐35; 5:5‐6) What are the basic elements involved in a sacrifice
for sin? Which of these are still necessary for forgiveness of sins today?
Which are no longer necessary? Why?

• Which New Testament parallels to Isaiah 53 convince you that Jesus himself
saw his own mission and destiny spelled out in this passage? If you aren’t
convinced, what stands in your way?

• Which single New Testament passage best sums up for you the lessons of
Isaiah 53? Select from Matthew 26:38‐42; Luke 22:37; John 1:29; Romans
3:24‐26; 2 Corinthians 5:20‐21; 1 Peter 2:24‐25; 1 Peter 3:18; Philippians 2:5‐11.
Why did you chose your passage?

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
when you walked this earth you did not consider heavenly equality, 

though that was yours to choose, but took the role of servant
and in humility and obedience allowed the rough nails of our sin to be hammered 

into your flesh for the sake of our salvation.
And so it is that we acknowledge you as Lord of all, 

to the glory of God the Father, Son and Spirit, the Three in One.
Amen.
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John 10the good shepherd

Jesus described himself as the ‘Good Shepherd’ - the one who instructs in a
good (functional) way. So, who were the bad shepherds? Well the implication
seems to be clear, it is the Pharisees! They are the thieves and robbers and are
certainly not the “gate” i.e. the proper entry point into the Kingdom. Jesus
seems to give the Pharisees a hard time and many of his battles seem to be in
this context – so what is going on? Well the Pharisees added an oral law or
interpretation to the received written law of Moses (the 10 commandments and
first five books of the Old Testament). The oral law was developed by the rabbis
over the years to make sure the written law was kept yet acted as a FENCE so
protecting the law. Jesus would have none of that. Cranfield summarises the
conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees saying that - it (the FENCE) tampered
with the Law. Jesus charges the Pharisees (and scribes) with actually disobeying
the Law of God through their exaggerated reverence for their oral law.

I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.

John 10 verse 11

O God,
Shepherd of all your people,
deliver us from all troubles,

worries and cares that assail us,
that we may always do

what is pleasing in your sight,
and remain safe

in the care of our Good Shepherd;
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Paul Straman
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‘The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.’
Jesus is affirming that there is a ‘right way’ of entry for the sheep and that the (good) Shepherd goes
before them and leads those that will follow into the right paths. Read: Psalm 23 and reflect on the
Good Shepherd who leads us.

‘But they will never follow a 
stranger’

Do you ever sense that a ‘stranger’ is
leading you. Allow yourself a few
moments of being still today and check
out the various areas of your life today –
family, work, leisure etc. Where is Jesus
leading in each section?

‘I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved.’

Those who follow Jesus are “saved” – that
is they are brought into healing or
wholeness. Give thanks today for your
wholeness and pray that this process
might continue to grow.

‘I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.’ 

Reflect on the fullness in your life today.
What is full and what is not? Give thanks for
the fullness and intercede for that which is
lacking. Let the Good Shepherd lead you
into fullness.

‘Then the wolf attacks the flock 
and scatters it.’ 

How we need the Good Shepherd to
protect us from our enemy. The flock
would not be scattered when it is gathered
around a Shepherd with his Rod. Keep
close to Jesus .

‘I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me— just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father’  

Jesus knows us well! Relax into that if you
are able. If that thought brings about
anxiety then list your worries and pray
them out with Jesus (your Good Shepherd).

‘No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord.’ 

No one can take our life but rather we lay
it down of our own accord to Jesus. He
can do so much more with our lives. This is
Good News – although it can sound like
bad news! Give thanks that Jesus has led
the way of self surrender.
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• Sheep have obvious characteristics (i.e. white and fluffy and make certain
noises). Besides this, what do you know about sheep? How would you
describe sheep, and the way they behave, to someone who has never
experienced sheep?

• If someone were to say that you are sheep–like, would you view that as a
compliment or an insult? Why?

• What does Jesus call the one who does not use the door to enter the
sheepfold? What kind of person do you think Jesus is describing?

• Who is the one who enters through the door of the sheepfold? What are
the characteristics of the one who enters through the door? Read: John
10:3-5.

• Why is it important for the sheep to know the voice of the shepherd? What
can happen when the sheep do not recognize the voice of the shepherd?

• What is Jesus referring to when he says, he ‘lays down his life for the
sheep’? Have there been similar statements in John’s gospel? (John 1:29;
3:14-15; 8:28.)?

Good Shepherd,
Teach us to follow you:

to care for all that are close to us,
to protect those who are threatened,
to welcome those who are rejected,

to forgive those who are burdened by guilt,
to heal those who are broken and sick,

to share with those who have little or nothing,
to take the time to really know one another

and love as you have loved us.
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