The story of Jesus according to Luke
The history surrounding the life of Jesus is different from modern history.
Contemporary documents tend to record the history of political leaders or
military campaigns. Jesus' life wasn't like that. What we know about him
tends to have been written down many years after his earthly ministry, when
people looked back and remembered his life, his teaching and the events
surrounding them. In a culture that relied upon oral storytelling to remember
ancestral history, ordinary people had the capacity to remember and recall
details with incredible accuracy. These accounts were eventually written
down and then later divided up into chapters and verses so that people could
read them more easily.
It is out of this culture that the stories of Jesus emerge. Luke writes to his
friend, Theophilus, to explain how his account of Jesus came to be recorded:
So many others have tried their hand at putting together a story of the
wonderful harvest of Scripture and history that took place among us, using
reports handed down by the original eyewitnesses who served this Word with
their very lives. Since I have investigated all the reports in close detail,
starting from the story’s beginning, I decided to write it all out for you, most
honorable Theophilus, so you can know beyond the shadow of a doubt the
reliability of what you were taught.
(The Message translation of Luke chapter 1 verses 1 - 4)
There are other gospel accounts available which give further colour and
detail to the events gathered by Luke, but Luke is a good place to start.
You can use another version of Luke's good news or gospel of Jesus or else
just use the version we have supplied with this pack. There are 62 daily
studies - or one a day for two months. Each day a passage is described and
some background information given. There are also some questions which
you might like to consider by yourself or with others.
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READ:
Luke chapter 1
verses 5 - 25

John was a forerunner of Jesus - someone
whose life and ministry prepared the way for
Jesus' coming. John's life and ministry laid a
foundation on which Jesus was later able to
build.

Zechariah, the father of John, was a priest serving in the Jewish Temple. He
came from a special priestly tribe and his job was to offer sacrifices in the
Temple. He was set aside for such a role and his descendants would also be
set aside for this special role. However, John was to be different. His story
was like a prequel to a forthcoming Hollywood epic.

Elton John
•
•

•

Ask anyone. If it hadn't been for Elvis, I
don't know where popular music would
be. He was the one that started it all off

John’s life and ministry are laid out even before his birth (verses 1417). Do you see signs that God has been working in your life?
Sometimes even when something good happens in our lives, we
don't recognise it (verses 18-19). Think about a time when
something good happened to you - how did it feel at the time?
We all have doubts (verse 20). Doubting God is part of having a
relationship with Him. Write below some of the things that you
doubt in life:

I struggle to believe . . .
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READ:

The following story is very well known to many
of us from school nativity plays and childhood
experiences. We are introduced to an ordinary
Luke chapter 1
northern town (Nazareth in Galilee) and to an
verses 26 - 38
ordinary couple (Joseph and Mary). However,
there is nothing ordinary about the events that
unfold and the reactions of the key characters. The person at the centre of
this unfolding story is identified as someone special who will occupy an
important place in God purposes for his people (verses 32-33) and a very
special place in the history of the world (verse 35).
It is more significant that God
For many years the Jewish people
walked on earth than that man
had looked forward to the arrival of
walked on the moon.
God's special servant - the Messiah.
The Messiah would be anointed by
God ('Christ' means, 'anointed one') to carry
out God's purposes among his people and to usher in a new
beginning or kingdom based on God's reign among his people.

James Irwin, former Apollo astronaut
•

•
•

Mary’s willingness to answer
‘May it be to me as you have
said’ (verse 38) is in sharp
contrast to the ‘How can I be
sure?’ (verse 18) of Zechariah.
Mary is not unquestioning; she
seeks
clarity and
further
understanding about what is
required of her (verse 34), yet
she is willing to trust God whatever the outcome.
'The power of God will overshadow you' (verse 35). Sometimes God
shows up in our lives and overshadows our understanding and
strength. Have you ever felt like this?
Faith is never blind, but rather informed by wider experience (verse
36). Do you see signs of God's work in the life of other people you
know?
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READ:
Luke chapter 1
verses 39 - 56

In a society where women were marginalised
and their words and insights often
overlooked, Mary and Elizabeth step onto the
centre stage of world history as the bearers
of shared good news. Phrases such as
‘favoured’, ‘blessed’, ‘lifted up’ and

‘remembered’ show that two apparently
ordinary, anonymous people can find a
special place in the purposes of God.

Lots of people want to ride with you
in the limo, but what you want is
someone who will take the bus with
you when the limo breaks down.

Oprah Winfrey
Two relatives, who happen to be friends, shareg their joys and
the birth of their children. Mary recognizes the importance
happening to her. She responds creatively with a song or poem
55) that points to what her unborn child will affect in the lives
encounters.
•

•

•

fears about
of what is
(verses 46 of those he

Mary is thankful for
what God has done
for her (verses 4749). What are you
most grateful for in
your life? Do you
see such things as
gifts from God?
Jesus comes to turn
the world upside down. He lifts the status of the poor, weak and
humble above that of the rich, powerful and proud. What do you
think Jesus would say to the poor, weak and humble today? What
would he say to the rich, powerful and proud?
Jesus is coming to bring 'good things' to those who hunger for him
(verse 53). What 'good things' do you think that Jesus would want to
give to you?
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In the Bible a name describes both the
character and the role of the person in
question. Zechariah’s willingness to give the
child the name of ‘John’ (meaning: ‘God is
Luke chapter 1
gracious' or 'merciful’), rather than a family
verses 57 - 80
name, speaks not only of the character and
purpose of the child, but also reveals
Zechariah’s willingness to submit to God’s plan for his life, resulting in the
freeing of his speech (verse 64).

READ:

The BIG QUESTION running through this story is: ‘What then is this child
going to be?’ (verse 66). This question shapes the whole passage. The answer
comes in verses 76-80. John’s birth points to the coming of the ‘Most High’
(verse 76) into the world in the person of
Jesus. John was a gift to his elderly parents.
During my lifetime…I have
cherished the ideal of free
In return his life was to be dedicated to God
society…It is an ideal which I
as a prophet (verse 76). This meant that he
hope to live for and to achieve.
would speak God's challenging message to
But if needs be, it is an ideal for
the world around in order to call people back
which I am prepared to die.
into a relationship with God (verse 77).
Nelson Mandela.
'Statement from the dock.' April 1964.
•

•

John would grow up in order to announce the rescue of God's
people from their enemies (verses 71-74), but any wider change in
society requires a change of heart for God's people (verse 77). Can
we bring about change in society without bringing about changes in
attitudes and in the way that people live?
Where do you feel that you are in relation to God at the moment?

Living in the darkness
(verse 79)

Seeing the sun rising
(verse 78)
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Being guided along the
right path (verse 79)

Luke probably gathered these stories whilst
he was staying with Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21
verse 17) when he would have had an
opportunity to meet Mary. We know that
Luke chapter 2
Mary reflected upon a whole series of events
verses 1 - 20
that must have surrounded the birth of Jesus
and 'pondered them in her heart' (verse 19).
What is recorded here is therefore probably just a selection of the most
important events and stories. These events might appear magical and
mythical, but they are located among real historical events (verses 1-3) and
real places such as Nazareth and
Yet as I read the birth stories
Bethlehem and real people living
about Jesus I cannot help but
through
disturbing
and
conclude that though the world
unsettling experiences.

READ:

may be tilted toward the rich and
powerful, God is tilted toward the
underdog.

•
•

•

Philip Yancey - author

The story is full of detail, but interestingly never mentions a stable
or a donkey. What surprises you and what puzzles you about the
story?
'Do not be afraid' (verse 10). When God appears in people's lives
they are often told not to fear. Here the shepherds are told that
Jesus' birth is 'good news' bringing them 'great joy'. Do you find it
hard to think about Jesus as 'good news' who brings us 'great joy'?
Jesus has come to bring 'peace on earth' (verse 14). Sometimes
when we look at history and the world today it seems hard to
believe that any religion can bring peace. THINK about what sort of
peace is needed in the world today. In what way do you need peace
in your life?
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READ:
Luke chapter 2
verses 21 - 38

As devout Jews, Mary and Joseph were keen
to obey the Jewish custom of having their
newborn boy circumcised on the eighth day.
Circumcism was more than a rite of passage; it
was a sign of an agreement or covenant
between God and his people - a way of
dedicating a child to God.

The Jewish people had experienced an up and down relationship with God
over the years and this was reflected in their fortunes as a nation. They had
been living under the occupation of powerful, foreign rulers for centuries.
Now under Roman occupation there was a tremendous expectation that God
would intervene to reverse the fortunes of his people by sending a saviour or
Messiah to deliver his people from oppression and begin
a new era of godly rule and freedom. Simeon was looking forward to such a
time and saw in the infant Jesus a realisation
of all his years of longing. He may not have
We are not human beings
understood the full significance of who Jesus
having a spiritual
was, but this episode, along with the
experience. We are
following story of Anna, the prophetess,
spiritual beings having a
shows how people saw something very
human experience.
special and significant in the person of Jesus.
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (French Philosopher and priest)
•

•

This is a story about two people who learn never to give up on their
dreams. Both Simeon and Anna had waited all their lives to see the
coming Messiah and finally see their dreams realised when they
meet the infant Jesus. What hopes and dreams have you harboured
over the years? What would you really like God to do for you?
Sometimes we have to wait in order to see our prayers answered.
Simeon and Anna both had their prayers answered, but ultimately
they could never have envisaged how Jesus' life, ministry, death and
resurrection would work out. Sometimes we don't always get the
exact thing we want - sometimes we get something even better.
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This is the only story we have about the
childhood of Jesus. It can appear to be a story
about a naughty child who wanders off from
his parents, but the key theme is about Jesus
Luke chapter 2
staying behind in Jerusalem. Jesus is clearly
verses 41 - 52
an ordinary child in many ways - he is a
member of a large, extended family that does
normal family things such as going to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover
(verse 41). Yet he is also has a sense of his
There is always one moment
own distinct identity and belonging (verse
in childhood when the door
49). He is also highly curious with an appetite
opens and lets the future in.
for knowledge and the things of God (verse
46), displaying an understanding beyond his
years (verse 47).

READ:

Graham Greene - author
•

•
•

Often Jesus is misunderstood and appears both mysterious and
fascinating to those around him. He seems genuinely surprised that
his family would not have understood his need to remain at the
Temple in Jerusalem (verse 49).
Jesus often surprises people and goes against the expectations
surrounding him. What surprises you most about Jesus?
Although Jesus stands out as specially chosen by God, he is also
obedient and ordinary when he has to be (verse 52). Do you find it
easier to think about Jesus as someone ordinary or extra-ordinary?
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The previous chapters have provided
something of a prequel to the main story
which now begins in earnest with the
beginning of John's ministry set in a clear
Luke chapter 3
historical context (verses 1-2). John's ministry
verses 1 - 22
was to mark a new beginning for God's
people, reflecting the words of the prophet
Isaiah (verses 4-6) who had spoken about a similar new start for God's people
500 years previously. His ministry was to prepare people for the coming
Messiah (verse 16) by encouraging people to
repent or turn away from their old lives
Take the first step in faith. You
and dependencies to embrace the new
don’t have to see the whole
opportunities and power of the coming
staircase, just take the first step.
Messiah (verse 16).

READ:

Martin Luther King, Jr.
•

•

•

•

The idea of a path or way for God in the desert (verse 4) was
symbolic, rather than literal. It refers to preparing a system or
process to deliver the will of God. In the same way that armies
require roads to complete their campaigns - so a series of events
and ideas unfold to deliver God's purposes.
Different groups approach John. The crowd (verses 7-8) is
complacent because they feel that belonging to a community based
on the faith of Abraham meant that they didn't have to bother with
God for themselves. John warns them that faith has to be real and
owned, rather than nominal and secondhand (verse 9). Can faith be
passed on or does it have to be personal?
Tax collectors (verse 12) gathered revenue on behalf of the Roman
authorities to pay for the cost of occupation. This made them very
unpopular, especially as they were often poorly paid and would
therefore inflate taxes and siphon off a portion for themselves. John
tells them to show their repentance by acting honestly (verse 13).
Roman soldiers are caught up in the national mood of repentance
(verse 14). John tells them to show their change of attitude by acting
justly and learning to be content with their circumstances.
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READ:
Luke chapter 3
verses 21 - 37

People have debated why Jesus decided to be
baptized. If he was the Christ or Messiah,
then he surely didn't need to repent of his
sins and turn to God to show his change of
heart?' In the other gospels it is suggested
that John was reluctant to baptize Jesus and
suggested that Jesus should rather baptize

him instead. It is clear that Jesus wants to
identify with John and with all the
people who were coming to be baptized
in the river Jordan. However, Jesus'
baptism proved to be very different and
very special.

But later, by the help of the water of
new birth, the stain of former years
was washed away, and a light from
above -- serene and pure -- was
infused into my reconciled heart.
Then through the Spirit breathed
from heaven, a second birth restored
me to a new man.

Bishop Cyprian of Carthage (c 200-258)
•

•

•

We are told that the Spirit of God was so powerfully present at the
baptism of Jesus that it took physical form, resembling that of a
dove (verse 22). What this looked like is difficult to know, but what
is clear is that Jesus was affirmed for who he was, rather than for
anything he had already done.
The voice from heaven addresses Jesus as 'my Son' (verse 22). This is
very significant as God is declaring that Jesus is special (something
that will be later seen in his life, teaching, ministry, death and
resurrection). God delights in him. We all need to be affirmed and
approved of - to be told that we are loved and that we please the
people most precious to us. Imagine if such comments were
addressed to you by God himself. How would you feel?
In the speech bubbles below write your own name and think about
what it would mean to you to know that God thinks about you in
such a way.

You
(write your name)
are my son/daughter

You
(write your name)
are loved

I am so very pleased
with
(write your name)
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Times of testing often follow times of great
blessing. Having been baptized by John and
hearing the voice from heaven affirming him,
Jesus is driven out by the Spirit of God into a
Luke chapter 4
place of temptation and testing. Whether this
verses 1 - 13
was a time of self-doubt and self-examination
within the mind of Jesus or a physical
encounter with real visions is less important than what this time signifies in
the ministry of Jesus. Jesus is literally pushed to the edge (verse 9) - he is
hungry (verse 2) and wrestling with real choices in a hostile environment
(verse 1).

READ:

The desert often symbolizes a place of testing and purification in the Bible.
Even today people talking about 'desert
experiences' as times of testing, separation
People couldn't become truly holy,
and doubt that can often have a therapeutic
he said, unless they also had the
or cleansing effect upon the soul. In the
opportunity to be definitely
Church calendar the season of Lent is
wicked.
remembered as such a time of self-denial, rediscovery and re-examination.
Terry Pratchett
•

•
•

•

•

Jesus had previously been affirmed as God's Son (chapter 3 verse
22), but is now tempted to question that understanding (verse 3).
Have you ever questioned something about yourself that you know
to be true?
Jesus is also tempted to satisfy his physical need for food when he is
hungry. Sometimes, we can be tempted by our physical needs and
appetites, leading us away from what God wants for our lives.
Jesus is tempted by the offer of worldly power (verse 7) - whether to
use power to satisfy his own needs and ambitions or rather use that
power to meet the needs of others and to serve the purposes of
God.
Finally, Jesus is tempted to claim protection that is not his to claim.
It is understandable to want protection from bad experiences, but
God wants us to rely on him alone (verse 12) and to trust in Him
rather than to demand His blessing.
What is the greatest temptation that you face regularly?
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Jesus returns to his home town and preaches
at the local synagogue, the centre of the
Jewish faith community. He had already
gained a reputation as a preacher (verses 14Luke chapter 4
15) and is therefore invited to read the
verses 14 - 30
scriptures and preach. The reading is from the
words of the prophet Isaiah again, speaking
about a coming Messiah, servant or anointed one to bring about the
salvation of God's people. Jesus took the bold step of claiming this passage as
a reference to himself, by saying that it had been fulfilled in their hearing
(verse 21). His hearers are comprised of his
kith and kin - people who knew him and
The doctrine of the Kingdom
remembered him as a boy. They therefore
of Heaven, which was the
question the authority of this local boy made
main teaching of Jesus, is
good (verse 22). Jesus' claim to be a prophet
certainly one of the most
(verse 24) provokes a furious reaction and
revolutionary doctrines that
they try to lynch him and throw him off a
ever stirred and changed
cliff.
human thought.

READ:

H. G. Wells
•

•

•

Jesus is preaching a global message. This isn't just some interesting
idea from a local preacher, neither is it just about salvation for the
Jews as John had previously shown. This was for everybody in need
of salvation: the poor, prisoners, the blind and the oppressed (verse
18). Jesus is on their side and has a message of freedom and
empowerment to bring.
The 'year of the Lord's favour' (verse 19) refers to an idea in the Old
Testament Book of Leviticus of a special year for the cancellation of
debts - a year for the re-setting of economic injustices. This idea was
taken up several years ago by Christians who successfully fought to
cancel the debts that many poor nations were unable to pay off.
What one great injustice would you like to see put right today?
Verses 18-19 have sometimes been referred to as Jesus' 'Nazareth
manifesto.' They are a summary of why he came. They can be
applied both personally to spiritual needs as well as politically to
social and economic needs.
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Jesus wasn't just a preacher who made great
claims about why he had come; he was also a
healer and miracle worker. Here we see Jesus
ministering and healing in the vicinity of his
Luke chapter 4
home. There were already a number of other
verses 31 - 44
teachers or rabbis who travelled around with
their students or disciples, but Jesus was
different. He had authority (verse 32)
and his teaching was authenticated
About that time there arose Jesus, a
by a series of miraculous healings
wise man, if indeed it be lawful to call
that showed he was special (verse
him wise. For he was a doer of
36). Jesus' teaching wasn't just
wonderful deeds and a teacher of men
theoretical or academic; it had real
who gladly receive the truth. He drew
power and signs of God's authority
to himself many Jews and of the
to back it up and to attract the
Gentiles.
attention of the crowds (verse 37).

READ:

Josephus (a Jewish historian). AD 93/94.
•

•
•
•

Mental illness was often understood in terms of oppressive spirits or
demons. Here the demon appears to be real and distinctive. The
demon or evil spirit recognises the authority of Jesus (verses 34, 41),
but Jesus doesn't want to be proclaimed by evil influences; he would
rather be recognised through faith and trust.
Jesus didn't just heal people to attract attention. He was often
reluctant to heal, yet moved by the circumstances - responding to
the person at the centre of the healing.
Have you ever experienced any kind of special healing?
Jesus' sense of his own mission is seen by his willingness to avoid
the public's attention and praise in order to be on his own in prayer.
Rather than seek public adulation, he is absorbed by God's agenda
for his life and ministry (verse 43). In a modern world where
popularity and celebrity seem to be so highly valued, what other
priorities do you see in the life of Jesus?
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Jesus moves out beyond his home area to
extend his ministry into the area around Lake
Galilee. He performs a number of miracles
and calls some fishermen to follow him as his
Luke chapter 5
disciples. It is clear that a number of the
verses 1 - 26
disciples were no strangers to him - in such a
small area he might even have known them
for a number of years. Yet now they see him in a new light, as someone who
transforms their lives with demonstrations of God's power (verse 8). They
respond by leaving behind their jobs and family to follow him (verse 11).

READ:

Questions about Jesus' authority run
through many of these passages. Jesus
will later show that he is greater than
the religious traditions of his time
regarding observing the Sabbath. Here
he demonstrates to skeptical religious
leaders that his authority to forgive sins
comes from the authority he has to heal.

Miracles are a retelling in
small letters of the very same
story which is written across
the whole world in letters too
large for some of us to see.

C. S. Lewis
• Jesus uses something that Peter and the other fisherman could
understand in order to reach them - a fishing trip (verse 3). His
presence can transform any situation (verse 6). This miraculous
catch of fish was also a sign to the disciples of what Jesus could do
in their lives in the future, when they would be catching new
believers, rather than fish (verse 10).
• Jesus often heals in response to a request (verse 12). He is moved by
compassion to help the person, rather than to court popularity.
Indeed, he often asks people to keep the healing secret (verse 14)
and takes time out to avoid the demands of the crowd (verse 16).
Why do you think he did this?
• Often faith plays a part in a healing. The paralysed man is brought to
Jesus by an act of faith by his companions (verse 19). However,
Jesus' response is to look at the heart of the paralysed man, rather
than his body - he sees his spiritual need, rather than his physical
disability (verse 20). What does this tell us about our own needs?
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The focus of the story shifts to examine what
being a disciple of Jesus involves. The
followers who Jesus drew to him were a
mixed bunch. Levi or Matthew was an
Luke chapter 5
outsider, one of the hated tax collectors,
verses 27 -39
accustomed to earning his money, often
corruptly, out of the misery of others. Later
passages reveal political hotheads and radicals such as Simon and Judas
among Jesus' followers. The message
is clear; here is a community where
Jesus tapped me on the shoulder and
anyone could find a home said, Bob, why are you resisting me? I
something new was being created
said, I'm not resisting you! He said, You
that broke with convention and
gonna follow me? I said, I've never
tradition; it required new ways of
thought about that before! He said,
When you're not following me, you're
thinking and new ways of relating to
each other, like new wineskins for a
resisting me.
new wine (verse 38).

READ:

Bob Dylan
•
•

•

There are no half measures for those called to follow Jesus. Each
time Luke records Jesus inviting people to 'follow him, they respond
by leaving their old lives behind (verse 28).
Jesus is often found sharing meals and hospitality with people on
the edge of society. Here he enjoys a banquet with Levi (also known
as Matthew). However, the religious leaders of the day, the
Pharisees, disapproved of the company he kept (verse 30). What
does this story tell us about Jesus and his invitation to follow him?
Jesus is criticized for spending his time eating and drinking (verse 33)
- for being too fun-loving. How does this description fit in with your
ideas about Jesus?
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Jesus often seems to court controversy and
confrontation. The Jewish religious leaders
(the Pharisees) were much admired by the
people and respected for their religious
Luke chapter 5
devotion and understanding. Among other
verses 27 -39
things they believed that if only all the people
could obey every detail of the Jewish religious
law for just one day, then the Messiah would surely come and deliver the
nation. They were the religious experts of their day and Jesus is often found
challenging them, particularly when they appeared proud, arrogant or when
they placed unfair burdens upon the people that prevented them from
knowing what God was really like.

READ:

One issue above all else highlighted this problem. How to observe the
Sabbath or Jewish day of rest? This was meant to bring people rest,
recreation, and refreshment - reflecting
the time when God rested from His
Has it ever struck you that the trout
bite best on the Sabbath? God's
creative acts to enjoy what He had
critters tempting decent men.
made. However, it had turned into an
onerous religious duty, centred on what
type of work was permitted.
J. M. Barrie (author and creator of Peter Pan)
•

•

Keeping the Sabbath was one of the Ten Commandments given to
Moses by God on Mount Sinai. It was therefore central to the Jewish
law and way of life. This did not stop Jesus from challenging the way
it was kept. He would often remind people that the Sabbath was
meant to serve man, rather than man serve the Sabbath (verse 9.
Following the 'Son of Man' (a title he applied to himself) was more
important than rigidly observing the Sabbath (verse 5).
Healing constituted a form of work and not permitted on the
Sabbath. Sometimes religious traditions can become elevated above
the essential core of the faith. Jesus wants people to understand
what lies at the centre of their faith, rather than become distracted
by legalism. What examples do you see of such things in our world
today? How do you think Jesus would respond?
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Luke gives us a list of the disciples Jesus called
to be with him and to do the things he was
doing. This list includes an interesting
collection of characters: two sets of brothers
Luke chapter 6
who were fishermen, Peter and Andrew and
verses 12 -26
James and John; as well as Matthew, also
known as Levi, the tax collector and Simon
and Judas who were both Zealots, members
of a Jewish resistance group and political opponents of the Romans and the
tax collectors who did their bidding.

READ:

This passage includes a portion of teaching sometimes referred to as 'The
Sermon on the Mount’ because the other gospel stories explain that it was
given by Jesus on a small hill. It was probably part of a series of different talks
given around Lake Galilee which the gospel writers collected together. Here
Jesus gives insight into the upsidedown world of the Kingdom of God - a
I place no value on anything I have or
world in which the poor are blessed,
may possess, except in relation to the
the hungry satisfied, the bereaved
kingdom of God. If anything will
advance the interests of the kingdom,
consoled
and
the
persecuted
it shall be given away or kept, only as
honoured. This reflects the earlier
by giving or keeping it I shall most
prophecy given by Mary of the weak
promote
the glory of Him to whom I
being lifted up and the powerful
owe all my hopes in time or eternity.
brought down.
David Livingstone - missionary and explorer
•
•

•

What do you think Jesus' choice of disciples tells us about him?
Jesus honours the people who are often disregarded, avoided or
patronised - the poor, the hungry, the bereaved and the persecuted
(verses 20-22). The phrase 'blessed' is sometimes translated as
'happy' are those who mourn etc. It relates to how God regards such
people, rather than a description of how they might appear.
Normally those who suffer are regarded with pity, but Jesus speaks
about them being honoured, dignified and lifted up.
We live in a world that honours the powerful, rich and successful.
What does Jesus reveal as being really important (verses 24-26)?
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This section continues the teaching from 'The
Sermon on the Mount'. Jesus reflects upon
what the Jewish religious law said about how
to live. He says things like, 'but I tell you…'
Luke chapter 6
(verse 27) as a way of connecting his teaching
verses 27 - 49
to that of the existing teaching of the law. He
often goes beyond and behind what the law
said in order to bring out the moral issues
embedded within, such as forgiveness, generosity, the treatment of enemies
and judging other people.

READ:

Jesus is more concerned about the affairs of the heart - our intentions,
motives, drives and values, than the letter of the law. He encourages people
to go beyond what the letter of the
law required (verse 29 and 35), to
'Bless them that persecute you.' If our
repay bad with good - love their
enemy cannot put up with us any
longer and takes to cursing us, our
enemies
and
lend
without
immediate reaction must be to lift up
expecting a return (verse 35). He
our
hands and bless him. Our enemies
also challenges his hearers to treat
are
the
blessed of the Lord. Their curse
others as they would want to be
can do us no harm. May their poverty
treated themselves (verses 31, 38,
be enriched with all the riches of God,
42). We will be judged by the way
with the blessing of Him whom they
we behave and our behaviour
seek to oppose in vain.
reflects what is in our hearts (verse
45 and 47).
Dietrich Bonheoffer - imprisoned and executed for his opposition to Hitler.
•

•

In Jesus' day people were governed by the idea of a proportionate
response to an attack upon them - to limit their response to like for
like - 'an eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth'. Jesus cuts across this
and advocates the power of forgiveness and non-violent opposition
that inspired people such as Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jnr.
What do you think turning the other cheek (verse 29) might mean
today? How can we love our enemies today?
Jesus is less interested in our words of faith than our actions - how
we show His influence in our lives (verse 47). What does this tell us
about following Jesus?
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Jesus is often found in unexpected places and among unexpected people. In
this reading we find Jesus in the company of a Roman centurion, an enemy of
the Jews. Jesus not only heals the centurion's servant but also commends his
faith. Later he travels to a nearby town where he performs another miracle,
this time raising a widow's son back to life. In both cases he is moved by the
circumstances and characters involved - by the faith of the centurion and by
the desolation of the bereaved widow. Jesus always connects with people on
a personal level. These aren't just stories
given to show how powerful Jesus was, but
READ:
rather stories to show his compassion, his
understanding and even his surprise at
finding faith in unexpected places (verse 9).
Luke chapter 7
verses 1 - 17
Tori Amos - singer
•

•
•

Sometimes Jesus is disappointed by the lack of faith of those around
him, yet here the opposite is true (verse 9). Not only does the
Roman centurion prove to be a man of faith, but he also recognises
the spiritual authority of Jesus, operating under the authority of his
heavenly Father (verse 8). Jesus is able
to heal just by his word, without
Healing takes courage, and we
being physically present. What
all have courage, even if we
have to dig a little to find it.
does this tell us about
praying
for
healing
today?
God is at work outside the existing faith community as well as inside
it. He is the Lord of all - not just the religiously observant. Have you
ever seen signs of God working in unexpected ways?
Jesus raises a widow's son back to life (verse 15). Such an amazing
miracle is a sign that Jesus is Lord of life and death and therefore
someone we can trust both in life and in death.
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We all have doubts. Today we read about
John the Baptist and how, following his
imprisonment (chapter 3 verse 20), he
entertained doubts about whether Jesus
Luke chapter 7
really was the true Messiah (verse 19). Doubt
verses 18 - 35
is a part of faith. John had already
prophesied about the coming Messiah, he
had baptized Jesus and heard the voice from heaven commending him as
God's chosen one. Nevertheless, this didn't stop John from asking the BIG
question? Jesus' reply is to point him towards what God is doing (verse 22).

READ:

Jesus then goes on to address the crowd about John (verse 24). He
acknowledges John's different role to himself. He was an ascetic prophet
(verses 25-26), a kind of extreme monk, who lived in the desert and called
people to repent or turn around. His role was to prepare the way for Jesus'
ministry (verse 27), yet that didn't mean that such a role was any less
important to what God was doing through
Before anything else,
Jesus (verse 28). Jesus then compares the
preparation
is the key to
asceticism of John with how people see
success.
his own ministry (verse 34).
Alexander Graham Bell
•

•

When asked by John's disciples to authenticate his ministry, Jesus
doesn't try to defend or explain himself, but rather points them to
what God was doing through him (verse 22). Sometimes we can't
fully understand what God is like but we can see his work in the
world around and in our own lives. What signs do you see of God at
work in the world today and in your own life?
Jesus is often misunderstood. In his own day, he was accused of
being a glutton and a drunk (verse 34). What are the common
misunderstandings of Jesus today?
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Jesus finds himself receiving hospitality at the
house of a Pharisee. Several centuries
previously the Jewish nation had strayed
from worshipping God alone and from
Luke chapter 7
keeping the religious law. As a result, they
verses 35 - 50
had been exiled from the land and had seen
the apparatus of their state dismantled and
then come under foreign control. The Pharisees had kept the faith going
through such difficult and uncertain times and had led a reform movement
to see God's people return to following the religious law in all its detail. They
were also well respected and admired for their religious knowledge,
leadership and devotion. However, Jesus often found himself challenging
their authority, exposing their hypocrisy and encouraging them to look
beyond the letter of the religious law to see the principles lying behind it.

READ:

A woman who has led a sinful life is at the centre of this story (verse 37). We
don't know what this woman had done, but it is
likely that she was some kind of prostitute. Here
Understanding is the
first step to acceptance,
she uses the tools of her trade - perfume and her
and only with
hair - to anoint Jesus in an act of worship (verse
acceptance
can there
38). Jesus is seen as someone who welcomes
be
recovery.
everyone and who doesn't judge by appearance or
reputation but rather who looks at people's true
intentions (verses 44-46).
J.K. Rowling - 'Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire'
•

•

•

Jesus is relaxed in the presence of sinners, such as this woman. This
doesn't mean that he ignores sinful behaviour or human frailty, but
rather he sees the woman as someone who has needs and is valued.
What do the actions of the woman reveal about her?
What do Jesus' actions say about acknowledging human frailty
without moral judgment - hating the sin (actions that fall outside of
God's best plan for our lives) whilst loving the sinner (the person at
the centre of the sinful action)?
Once again Jesus pronounces forgiveness of sins (verse 48). He has
the authority to forgive and to release people from a life of sin.
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READ:

Jesus is attracting a large crowd (verse 4), but
is also aware of the serious call to be his
disciple or follower, rather than just one of the
Luke chapter 8
crowd. He therefore tells this parable about
verses 1 - 21
the sowing of seeds. Jesus regularly told
parables, which were stories from everyday
life that had simple, often singular, spiritual
meanings. The parables could appear obscure and people did not
immediately understand them (verse 10), yet his hearers are invited to
explore the meaning for themselves,
I like to listen. I have learned a
though on this occasion Jesus offers an
great
deal from listening carefully.
explanation (verse 11). One day, the
Most
people never listen.
Holy Spirit will open people's eyes so
that they can see the true meaning
(verse 17) so we should therefore listen
carefully (verse 18) and explore their
meaning
with
seriousness.
Ernest Hemingway
•

•

There is one kind of seed (God's word) and four types of soil (those
who receive God's word). What matters is the manner in which we
receive God's word and work in our lives. We all have the potential
to understand, receive and respond, yet some people are
impervious to the word (verse 12), others respond superficially
(verse 13) whilst others get distracted by the world around (verse
14). Some, however, do receive God's word willingly and
enthusiastically (verse 15) and their lives are transformed as a result.
Which kind of soil best describes your life at this particular moment?
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READ:
Here we encounter a gritty Jesus, commanding
nature, battling demons, healing a stigmatized
Luke chapter 8
woman and raising the dead. This is hardcore
verses 22 - 56
storytelling. Jesus decides to travel to the
other side of the lake (verse 22) which was
unfamiliar territory and full of threats and strangeness. On route a sudden
storm blows up on the lake, which was quite common in the region, yet Jesus
is asleep and apparently unconcerned (verse 23) in contrast to the panicking
disciples (verse 24). He rebukes the wind and waves, which terrifies the
disciples even more (verse 25). Back on dry land, they encounter a highly
disturbed man. Once again Jesus' response is dramatic and otherworldly
(verse 32), the man is cured, but the locals find it hard to accept and his
methods frighten them, so they ask Jesus to leave (verse 37).
When Jesus returns across the lake where he is immediately invited to heal
the dying daughter of Jairus (verse 42). On route he encounters a woman
who is suffering from an embarrassing and female medical condition (verse
43) which would have made her a social
If patience is worth anything, it
outcast. Unable to explain her problem,
must endure to the end of time.
she touches Jesus and is healed (verse
And a living faith will last in the
44). Later he arrives at Jairus' house
midst of the blackest storm.
only to find his daughter is dead. Even
then, it is not too late or beyond his
capacity to help and the young girl is raised back
to life (verse 54) and returned to her family.
Mahatma Gandhi
•

•

Jesus is with the disciples, but the storm is still raging all around.
What do you think this might tell us about Jesus and the problems
we encounter?
In Jewish religious law a woman was unclean during her monthly
menstruation, hence her unwillingness to approach Jesus openly
(verse 44). What does this tell us about Jesus' capacity to reach into
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even the deepest, most personal parts of our lives?

READ:
Here are two stories that show how the
ministry of Jesus spread into the local
Luke chapter 9
community. Firstly, Jesus entrusts his disciples
verses 1 - 17
to take his ministry out to the local towns and
villages and secondly, the people from those
towns and villages gather to receive from him. It was common practice for a
Jewish rabbi or teacher to train and equip a small, committed team to work
alongside him. Jesus would later go on to share his mission even more widely
with an additional 72 people (chapter 10 verse 1). Jesus' management style
was one of personal mentoring and delegation - 'I do - you watch; we do
together; you do - I watch; you do.' This was all part of preparing his
followers to carry on his ministry after him. Jesus was preparing his followers
to live by faith and to rely upon God (verse 3).
Jesus withdraws to a remote place (verse 10). However, the crowd seeks him
out (verse 11) and gather in the heat of the day. The disciples realise the
seriousness of the situation and want to send
them home, but Jesus is moved by
If you have God on your side,
compassion for the crowd to provide for
everything becomes clear.
their needs.
Ayton Senna
•

•

Jesus is not interested in building an organisation or starting a
religion, but in establishing a community of people who are
spiritually receptive to what he is doing (verse 5). What are the signs
of being receptive to Jesus?
Feeding the crowd shows how Jesus can help us to provide for all
our needs. When we place our hopelessly inadequate resources in
Jesus' hands (verse 16) they become more than sufficient (verse 17).
This is the only miracle story found in all four of the gospels. Why do
you think this story was considered so important?
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READ:
Luke chapter 9
verses 18 - 27

Jesus' ministry had obviously created
something of a stir, causing great speculation
among the crowds. Here in a private moment,
he asks the disciples what the crowds were
saying about him (verse 18).

Elijah was a special prophet who had lived
many hundreds of years previously (verse 19). He was regarded as special
because he stood up for God during difficult times and as a result at the end
of his life, rather than dying, he was taken up into heaven with the promise
that he would return one day in a similar fashion. Whatever we think of such
a story, it explains why even today Jewish families set an extra place at
Passover meals for the returning prophet Elijah.
This passage is central to our
whole understanding of the
gospel. Who is Jesus? Is he a
prophet, a religious leader, a
miracle worker, a great teacher
or something else?

A man who was merely a man and said
the things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would either
be a lunatic - on a level with the man
who says he is poached egg or else he
would be the Devil of Hell. You must
make the choice. Either this man was,
and is, the Son of God; or else a
madman or something worse.

C. S. Lewis
•

•

•

Peter steps forward to nail Jesus' true identity (verse 20). Despite his
declaration, it was unlikely that he fully understood the enormity of
what he was saying. Jesus was therefore anxious to spell out what
kind of Messiah or anointed one (Christ) he would be (verse 22). He
would not be a conquering King or political leader that many people
expected, but rather a suffering servant whom God would raise back
to life.
Jesus then describes what following him would really mean (verse
23). What do you understand by losing your life and saving it (verse
24)?
Jesus' reference to the coming Kingdom relates to what will be
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achieved by his coming death and
resurrection (verse 27).

READ:

Mountains are often special places of
revelation in the Bible. God reveals himself to
Moses on a mountain and then later gives him
the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. God
also shows his power over the false prophets
to Elijah on top of Mount Carmel. So here again, a significant event of
revelation takes place on top of a mountain. Jesus goes up an unnamed
mountain to pray (verse 28) and whilst this was taking place, the veil that hid
Jesus' true divine identity is lowered and Peter, James and John see him
revealed as someone extraordinary, transfigured in the presence of God. This
vision mirrors a similar event when Moses glimpsed the glory of God on
Mount Sinai. As if to reinforce this connection, Moses and Elijah appear
(verse 30).
Luke chapter 9
verses 28 - 36

In the midst of the euphoria and otherworldliness of the event, Peter wants
to build three shelters; one for Moses
who represents the Law, one for
Faith is a light of such supreme
Elijah who represents prophecy and
brilliance that it dazzles the mind and
one for Jesus who represents
darkens all its visions of other realities,
himself (verse 33). However, this is a
but in the end when we become used
to the new light, we gain a new view of
temporary vision rather than a
all reality transfigured and elevated in
permanent reality. The event
the light itself.
appears so otherworldly that Peter,
James and John seem uncertain how
to speak of it (verse 36).
Thomas Merton - monk and mystic
•
•
•

Whether this was a waking vision or a real event (verse 32) is a
matter of interpretation. What matters is the interaction of Jesus
with the two other characters, confirming his significance.
The three characters spoke about how Jesus was going to Jerusalem
to be killed (verse 31). His suffering, death and resurrection are
more significant than this extraordinary event.
The voice from heaven, previously heard at Jesus' baptism (chapter
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3 verse 22), this time addresses the
hearers differently. What is the key
difference and what is the
significance of that difference?
Luke chapter 9
Jesus' ministry constantly attracted attention
verses 37 - 50
and speculation. As a result, he was keen to
avoid the expectation that he would lead
some kind of triumphant political
rebellion, but would instead be
Never give up. I believe that talent comes
betrayed and rejected (verse
from a hand outside of us and that it is given
44). This was a hard message to
to us for a reason. Never let the naysayers
understand and accept (verse
get you down… Eventually every artist learns
45) and consequently Jesus is
the following lesson: take pride in rejection
at pains to show how his
and excoriation. The boos always come from
kingdom and his people
the cheap seats. You stay on that old-time
rock and roll and grin and walk the cannon
movement is one that stands
smoke and let go of the world. It will drive
common expectations on their
your critics insane .
head (verse 48). His kingdom is
one of apparent weakness and
vulnerability, summed up in the
example
of a small child (verse 47) - who
symbolizes
humility
and
modesty.

READ:

James Lee Burke - author
•

•
•

Jesus heals a young boy whose life is being destroyed by convulsions
(verse 39). The disciples had unsuccessfully tried to heal the boy
(verse 40), probably by using some kind of formulaic rituals but
Jesus is able to speak to the root cause of the affliction, rather than
concentrating upon the symptoms (verse 42), addressing it directly
and taking authority over it.
As a result of the healing, people praise God (verse 43), rather than
giving Jesus the direct credit. What does this tell you about the way
that Jesus healed?
Jesus was constantly looking out for those who demonstrated faith
(verse 41). Here he acknowledges that even strangers and outsiders
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can be working for God's kingdom (verse 50).

READ:
Following Jesus is not easy. Not only would
Jesus be betrayed and rejected, but
Luke chapter 9
opposition, misunderstanding and hostility
verses 50 - 62
abound despite all the good that Jesus was
doing (verse 53). Samaritans were traditional
enemies of the Jewish people because of historical disputes about territory
and political allegiances. Once the Samaritans see Jesus travelling to
Jerusalem they immediately associate him with all their historical antipathy
towards Jerusalem. James and John are often seen as hotheaded and given
to kneejerk reactions; here they want to call down fire from heaven upon the
Samaritan village (verse 54), but Jesus rebukes them and they move on.
The cost of following Jesus involves real
conflict and decisions about priorities in
life. It is not a safe and settled option to
choose (verse 58), neither is it something
that can be indefinitely delayed (verse
60). Even family responsibilities have to
be set against the call to follow Jesus
whatever the cost. There is no point
deciding to follow and then looking back
to reconsider (verse 62).

Great spirits have always
encountered opposition from
mediocre minds. The mediocre mind
is incapable of understanding the
man who refuses to bow blindly to
conventional prejudices and chooses
instead to express his opinions
courageously and honestly.

Albert Einstein
•

Jesus doesn't water down what it might cost to follow him. He had
previously spoken about 'denying self, taking up your cross and
following' (verse 23). Many of the disciples and early followers paid
with their lives for following Jesus, whilst others faced
imprisonment and hardship. This was a serious commitment.
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•

Jesus' response appears harsh to those who offer excuses to explain
why they cannot immediately follow him. The response 'first let me
go and bury my father' can be taken as 'first let me wait until my

father dies until I follow you' (verse
59). What are the popular reasons
people give today for not following
Jesus?
Luke chapter 10
Jesus has already prepared and sent out his
verses 1 - 24
disciples into the surrounding villages to
preach, teach and heal. Now he extends that
ministry to a further 72 people. It appears he
operated with different levels of followers - his 12 disciples were specially
chosen, but even then such a group could be too big to work with intimately,
so he would often take Peter, James and John with him on special occasions,
such as to the Mount of Transfiguration
(chapter 9 verse 28). On other occasions,
Keep the faith, don't lose
your perseverance and
the group of 12 was too small to cover the
always trust your gut
area he was ministering within, so he
appointed this extended group of 72. This
extinct.
group returned elated (verse 17), having seen
many signs of God's work among them and through them.
Jesus sees this as a significant event, when spiritual power was shifted
towards the growth of God's Kingdom (verses 23-24).
Paula Abdul - singer

READ:

•

•

•

Jesus encourages his followers to spend time with receptive people
in receptive places and not to waste time with unreceptive people in
unreceptive places (verses 5-12). What can we learn for our daily
lives from such an example?
Tyre and Sidon (verse 13) were independent, trading communities
which had been resistant to the worship of God over many
centuries. They were regarded as 'hard nuts to crack' in a spiritual
sense. Jesus explains that God is now at work in such a way that
even these resistant places would repent and change their ways if
they witnessed what took place in Korazin, Bethsaida and
Capernaum.
Something quite profound is happening (verse 21). Events in
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obscure communities many miles from Jerusalem, involving simple,
uneducated people (e.g. 'little children') were more significant for
the nation of Israel than the thoughts of prophets and kings (verse

READ:

24).

It has been said that the gospel can be
summed up in 12 words: 'The Parable of the
Luke chapter 10
Good Samaritan; the Parable of the Lost Son'.
verses 25 - 37
Certainly, this is a hugely important parable or
teaching story. The parable arose out of a
meeting between Jesus and a religious teacher
who was asking what he needed to do in order to be part of God's kingdom
(verse 25). Jesus summarises what God wants from us, namely to love God
with everything we have and to love our neighbour as ourselves (verse 27).
Jesus is encouraging us to show love in 3 different ways or directions vertically towards God, horizontally towards each other and by inference also
internally, towards ourselves.
The teacher of the law feels that it
can't possibly be that simple, so he
tries to justify himself by asking a
follow-up question: 'Who is my
neighbour?' (verse 29). Jesus' reply is
to tell a story showing what it means
to show love towards others.
Bono - U2
•

•

You see, idealism detached from action
is just a dream. But idealism allied with
pragmatism, with rolling up your
sleeves and making the world bend a
bit, is very exciting. It's very real. It's
very strong.

The priest passes by on the other side of the road (verse 31). Priests
in those days would have been concerned about ceremonial
cleanliness and might assume the man to be dead and therefore
unclean. There are always good reasons for doing nothing. What
reasons do people use today to avoid helping strangers?
The Samaritans were half-caste Jews and were regarded with
suspicion. Think of unpopular, distrusted people today and you get
near to how the Samaritans were regarded in Jesus' day. Jesus loved
to surprise and challenge his hearers to think differently. Here he
uses a despised minority to show the meaning of brotherly love
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•

(verse 33).
Jesus tells the teacher of the law, 'go and do likewise' (verse 37).
How can we show love to the stranger today? What does showing
practical care towards others say about the genuineness of faith in

God (verse 27)?

READ:
This short, intimate story reveals something
of the private life of Jesus. We know from
Luke chapter 10
other accounts how Jesus came to spend time
verses 38 - 42
with Martha and Mary when he was staying
near Jerusalem. Here we have a story of two
sisters who show their different characters
and personalities in the way that they respond to Jesus. Mary sits at the feet
of Jesus, just listening (verse 39), whilst
Many people mistake our
Martha is distracted by all the household
work for our vocation. Our
duties arising from the visit of Jesus and the
disciples (verse 40). Mary's personality is
vocation is the love of Jesus.
shaped by relationships and by being with
people, whilst Martha is shaped by tasks and
activities and doing things for people.
Mother Teresa
•
•

•

Which character, Martha or Mary do you identity with?
Jesus is anxious to show the simplicity of what he wants for us. He is
not concerned with what we can do for him, but rather our desire to
be with him and identify ourselves with him (verse 42).
Do you find your identity through the things you do or through the
people you spend time with or both?
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This is one of those occasions when Jesus
teaches directly about prayer. He answers a
request from a disciple to teach them how to
pray (verse 1) with a response that has now
Luke chapter 11
become known as 'The Lord's Prayer'. This was
verses 1 - 13
initially an example of prayer, rather than a
prayer to pray on every occasion. However, it
does provide a very helpful aid to prayer, showing us the kind of things, we
should be praying.

READ:

Prayer in Jesus' day was a fairly formal and rigid affair. Jesus encourages his
disciples not to be afraid to bring their personal requests to God in prayer
(verse 9) by reminding them how they would
treat someone close to them who requested
The third petition of the Lord's
something similar (verse 8). Jesus is showing
Prayer is repeated daily by
millions who have not the
his disciples that God is like a loving father
slightest
intention of letting
who wants to please his children (verses 11anyone's
will be done but
13). The key is to ask God for the right
their own.
things (verse 13).
Aldous Huxley - author
•

•
•
•
•

The use of Father (verse 2) as a term for God was revolutionary and
unique to Jesus. In the other gospel accounts God is addressed as
'Our Father in heaven' - a reminder that Jesus was describing a
heavenly Father in relation to God. Sometimes we might find it hard
to think of God as Father due to associations with an earthly father,
but here Jesus is describing a kind and generous father (verse 13).
Prayer involves 'hallowing' or appreciating the name of God and
valuing God for who he is - giving him praise and thanksgiving.
We are encouraged to pray for God's kingdom or reign to come on
earth. What do you think this might mean?
We are told to pray for practical needs - our daily bread (verse 3).
We need to say sorry for all that we might have done to hurt or
disappoint God and other people. We can be honest before a loving
Father, admitting our weaknesses knowing that he will forgive us.
Yet we should also show such forgiveness towards others (verse 4).
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Look at the Lord's Prayer and think about what it might mean for you.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen
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It is easy to dismiss talk of Satan, Beelzebub
and the Devil as pre-scientific and archaic.
However, here Beelzebub is presented as the
opponent of God's work and his kingdom Luke chapter 11
the one who undermines all the good work
God wants to do in people's lives. People
verses 14 - 36
didn't understand what Jesus was doing and
so accused him of healing by the power of
Beelzebub (verse 15) rather than God. This is the worst kind of accusation,
associating Satan with God's work or calling good, evil. It is spiritually
destructive, like a kingdom divided against itself (verse 20).

READ:

All the time, the crowd was trying to work out who Jesus was and what he
was doing (verses 16 and 27). They were looking for some kind of conclusive
sign or proof, but Jesus says none
There are two equal and opposite errors
will be given other than the sign of
into which our race can fall about the
Jonah (verse 29) - a reference to
devils. One is to disbelieve in their
the resurrection. The story of
existence. The other is to believe, and to
Jonah concerns a prophet who
feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in
spent 3 days in the belly of great
them. They themselves are equally pleased
fish before being ejected to go and
by both errors and hail a materialist or
preach to godless Nineveh. This
magician with the same delight.
represents the 3 days that Jesus
would spend in the tomb. Ultimately
it is only in the light of the resurrection that we can make
sense of Jesus.
C. S. Lewis
•
•
•
•

The Kingdom of God comes when evil is dispelled and people are
healed (chapter 9 verses 1-2). Doing God's work is a sign of
belonging to Jesus.
Jesus invites people to consider where they stand. Are they on his
side, working for God's kingdom or against him (verse 23)? How
would you decide if someone was on Jesus' side or not?
Jesus talks about not creating a space for the work of the evil one in
our life (verses 24-26).
We need faith (light) to see clearly what is happening (verse 34) and
bring our lives in line with the light-filled purposes of God (verse 36).
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Jesus knew how to make an impression at a
dinner party. He accepts an invitation to dine
with a Pharisee (verse 37), but uses the
occasion to lament the hypocrisy of Pharisees
Luke chapter 11
generally. It is probably unlikely that he spent
verses 37 - 54
all the time criticizing, but rather the gospel
writer chose to collect a whole series of sayings
about Pharisees together into this one story. The Pharisees were extremely
serious about their faith, but Jesus claimed their religion was hollow and a
cover for a hostile attitude towards the things of God (verses 47-48). The
Pharisees were exposed as full of greed and wickedness (verse 39), more
concerned with their own status and power (verse 43) whilst laying unfair
burdens on ordinary people (verses 46 and 52).

READ:

Discretion is the polite
word for hypocrisy.

Christine Keeler
•

•

•

The Pharisees were the religious experts of their day. They were
treated them as role models and people hung on their every word of
teaching, yet Jesus is not intimidated by their status and seeks to
expose their hypocrisy and challenge their power. It is easy to see
the hypocrisy of others, but not our own. Jesus was able to say
these critical things because he lived as he taught; there was no gap
between what he said and how he lived.
One of the greatest criticisms of the Pharisees was that they held
people back and laid excessive burdens on them. A good role model
can inspire; a poor one can repel. What good role models do you
see of people who live according to their beliefs?
Jesus' criticism made him unpopular with the Pharisees (verse 53).
They would later seek his arrest, trial and death.
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Jesus turns to his disciples to repeat his
warning about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees
which he describes as the 'yeast of the
Pharisees' (verse 1). He was anxious for the
Luke chapter 12
disciples not to be seduced by external
verses 1 - 21
appearances, but rather look at the inner life as
a true indication of character (verses 2-3). He
was directing the disciples to value the affairs of the soul or inner life more
than the affairs of the outer life.
This would be particularly
I am not a destroyer of companies. I am a
important for they would have
liberator of them! The point is, ladies and
to give account for their faith
gentleman, that greed, for lack of a better
word, is good. Greed is right, greed works.
before rulers and authorities in
Greed clarifies, cuts through, and captures
the future (verses 8-10).

READ:

Jesus' teaching was countercultural then, as it is today. He
warns his disciples to reject a
culture of greed (verse 15) and
not to be seduced by worldly
values and rewards (verse 20).

the essence of the evolutionary spirit.
Greed, in all of its forms; greed for life, for
money, for love, knowledge has marked the
upward surge of mankind. And greed, you
mark my words, will not only save Teldar
Paper, but that other malfunctioning
corporation called the USA.

Gordon Gekko speech in the film 'Wall Street'. 1987.
•

•
•

We can be in awe of certain people and the power they wield, but
Jesus directs his disciples to fear God rather than people (verses 45). The idea of 'fearing' God may sound strange to our modern ears,
but God is not vengeful and angry, rather he cares for every detail of
our lives and has numbered the very hairs of our head (verse 7). To
'fear God' is therefore more about offering respect and honour. It is
about being accountable to God, rather than to other people for the
conduct of our lives. If we centre our lives on what God wants for
us, then we have nothing to fear from elsewhere.
The lesson from the parable of the rich fool could be summarized as
'you can't take it with you.' Why do we become so anxious about
storing up money and possessions for ourselves (verse 21)?
What do you think Jesus means by being 'rich towards God'?
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If we centre our lives on what God wants,
rather than what other people or our
consumer culture wants, then we have no
need to worry (verse 22). We live in a culture
Luke chapter 12
that is constantly telling us that eating the best
verses 22 - 34
food, having the right body shape and wearing
the right sort of clothes are something to
aspire to. Jesus urges his disciples to put such things into perspective (verses
22-23). He uses the example of how the birds of the field are provided for
(verse 24) and how wild flowers
are arrayed in such beauty
I believe God is managing affairs and
(verse 27), to encourage the
that He doesn't need any advice from
disciples to seek the things of
me. With God in charge, I believe
everything will work out for the best
God and his Kingdom (verse 31)
in the end. So, what is there to worry
and not to run after the things
about?
of the world (verse 29).

READ:

Henry Ford
•

•

•

Jesus wants his disciples to follow God's agenda for their lives,
rather than the agenda of the world around (verse 29); to see the
life through the eyes of faith, rather than the eyes of materialism
and conspicuous consumption; to seek after the rewards of heaven
rather than the rewards of this world (verse 31).
Some very radical and challenging teaching is given to reject the
priorities of the culture we live in (verse 33). Is such teaching
realistic and achievable? How can we get the balance right between
living in the world and not living according to its self-destructive
values and forces?
How can we show where our treasure or priorities lie in life (verse
34)?
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Throughout the New Testament there is an
expectation that cataclysmic events are about
to unfold, leading to the return of Christ. This
second coming or return of Christ will be very
Luke chapter 12
different to his first coming and would be
verses 35 - 59
marked by a clear demonstration of Christ's
power in which he would take control of events
and usher in a new age of God's reign. Jesus therefore urges his disciples to
be prepared (verse 40) for such an event by faithfully doing the work of the
kingdom until such an event takes place (verse 43).

READ:

Times of upheaval are therefore to be expected. Interpreting such times will
set people against each other (verse 52). Jesus is not just another teacher or
preacher setting out his ideas; he is part of
something that has eternal consequences.
We should live our lives as
though Christ was coming
Some will understand this and others will not.
this afternoon.
His living among us and resurrection are a
foretaste of the globally significant events
that will unfold one day - they point to such a
reality taking place (verse 56).
Jimmy Carter - former US President
•

•

•

Biblical prophecy often has a twin reference. It relates to the 'near' immediate and specific events as well as to the 'far' - ultimate and
cosmic events. Jesus was therefore warning the disciples about the
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem that would take place in AD
70, as well as to events relating to the his ultimate second coming.
Jesus left many loose ends in his teachings about his second coming.
He was deliberately vague on details and even admitted elsewhere
that he didn't know when this would take place. As a result early
followers expected a return in the near future and had to change
their ideas when this did not take place immediately (verse 45).
We are to await the return of Jesus with an attitude of preparedness
(verse 35). How can we show that we are prepared for the return of
Jesus?
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After
the
previous
teaching about
interpreting signs that indicated forthcoming
events, some people asked whether a
political atrocity (verse 1) and a natural
Luke chapter 13
disaster (verse 4) might be signs of such
verses 1 - 17
impending judgment. Jesus is keen to dismiss
the idea that the victims of these events were
being punished for any moral wrong doing
(verse 2). There was a common idea that moral failure was punished by
disastrous events and moral virtue rewarded by
blessing. Even today when things go wrong
Use every man after his
we can find ourselves asking: 'Why me?' and
desert, and who should
'What have I done to deserve this?' Jesus'
escape whipping?
replies that we all fail morally, so we all need
to turn to God whatever our circumstances
(verse 5).

READ:

Hamlet - William Shakespeare
•

•
•

We often wonder why good people suffer. We intuitively think that
bad people shouldn't prosper whilst good people get recognised and
rewarded. What would Jesus say to this idea? Where do our ideas of
moral fairness come from?
The fig tree (verse 6) represents the nation of Israel. It is being given
a last chance to turn to God and be fruitful as God intended.
The healing of the woman on the Sabbath illustrates the spiritual
poverty that is choking the nation of Israel (verse 14). Rather than
delighting in what God was doing and sharing in the woman's joy,
the synagogue rulers were more concerned with religious order and
the letter of the law. They missed God's big picture because they
were seeking to guard their traditions and protect their own role as
interpreters of those traditions. Where would you place yourself in
this story - worried about breaking with tradition/your existing ideas
(verse 14) or rejoicing what God was doing through Jesus (verse 17)?
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Jesus returns to the matter of the Kingdom of
God (verse 18). It may only have a small
footprint and limited visibility, but the
Kingdom has the capacity to grow into
Luke chapter 13
something substantial (verse 19) and socially
verses 18 - 30
transforming (verse 20). Not only does the
Kingdom grow among people who receive
Jesus so that they bring blessing to others (verse 19), but the Kingdom is also
penetrative, bringing life, vigour and nourishment (verse 21) to wider society.

READ:

'Yes, I am white now,' said
Gandalf. 'Indeed, I am Saruman,
one might almost say, Saruman
as he should have been.'

J. R. Tolkien - 'The Two Towers'
•

•

•

The question arises of who will participate in this Kingdom? Jesus
was not interested in how many will be saved (verse 23, but rather
in the narrowness of the door to enter (verse 24). This is not an easy
path. Not everyone will be prepared for the cost of following Jesus
and the transformation that will be involved (verse 21).
There is urgency to the call to follow Jesus (verse 25). We cannot
keep saying 'No' to Jesus if we want to share in the benefits of his
kingdom (verse 30). Have you ever put off a decision and then
regretted it later? What did you learn from the experience?
God will work with and through anyone; he does not have any
favourites. If the Jews hearing his words won't respond, then God
will look further afield for receptive people (verse 29). This prophecy
foreshadows how the call to follow Jesus would grow beyond the
Jewish people to include the Gentiles (non-Jews). The same is true
today. God is not limited by boundaries of race, gender, age, social
background or politics. He is just looking for people who are
receptive.
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READ:
Luke chapter 13
verses 31 - 35

The clock was ticking. Jesus was making his
way towards Jerusalem, even though he knew
he will be killed there (verse 33). The Pharisees
wanted to dictate where Jesus was going, but it
was only in Jerusalem that his work would be
completed (verse 32).

Jesus is overcome with emotion
at what Jerusalem represented
(verse 34). Jerusalem was God's
special place - the centre for his
worship, and symbolized all that
was good and admirable. It was
meant to be a beacon of hope to
those around, but too often it
had become a place of rebellion
and rejection (verse 34). Even
today, Jerusalem still represents
something noble and ideal - the
idea of a better world, despite its
troubled history.

...We hope...that through all the noise and
excitement you’ll glimpse a single golden
thread of purpose – the idea of Jerusalem –
of the better world…the world of real
freedom and true equality, a world that
can be built through the prosperity of
industry, through the caring notion that
built the welfare state, through the joyous
energy of popular culture, through the
dream of universal communication. A belief
that we can build Jerusalem. And that it
will be for everyone.

Programme notes from Opening
Ceremony for the 2012 London
Olympic Games.

Programme notes from the opening ceremony for the 2012
London Olympic Games.
•

•
•

In AD 70 a Roman army would besiege Jerusalem and then destroy
the magnificent temple that had taken over 70 years to build. A
generation later, the city would be finally reduced to rubble and
rebuilt as a Roman town (verse 35).
Jesus uses a maternal metaphor to illustrate his passion to embrace
and nurture all that was good about Jerusalem (verse 34). He felt
like a rejected parent in respect to the city he loved.
What is your idea of a 'better world', a new Jerusalem?
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Jesus continues to develop the idea of entering
the Kingdom through the narrow door (chapter
13 verse 24). The Pharisees knew that God did
not receive sinners, but only those who
Luke chapter 14
followed the religious law. Jesus shows that
verses 1 - 24
being part of God's Kingdom is not a matter of
following the letter of the law but more about
demonstrating the spirit of the law or acting in
a way that the law was meant to encourage (verse 5). As if to illustrate this
point he describes the kind of people who God includes in His Kingdom: the
humble (verse 8) and those regarded as least important by society (verses 13
and 21) - the poor, the disabled and the marginalized.

READ:

Do you wish to rise? Begin by
descending. You plan a tower
that will pierce the clouds?
Lay first the foundation of
humility.

Saint Augustine

•

•

•

Jesus compares God's Kingdom to a great banquet to which
everyone is invited (verse 16). The idea that heaven might be a bit
like a banquet or party can be a bit shocking. What images do you
have of heaven?
Heaven is not a club for perfect people. We can be part of God's
Kingdom no matter what we look like and what we bring (verse 21).
The amazing message of Jesus is that those normally excluded are
included; sinners are welcome, those at the margins are brought
into the centre. Come with all your imperfections, questions and
wounds. Everyone is welcome at God's table.
God is constantly extending his invitation to dine (verse 22) - he is
always looking for people to connect with him. If this is true, then
what are the implications for your life?
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The single-minded commitment to follow Jesus
is not an easy one. Large crowds were travelling
with Jesus (verse 25) and it was easy to be
swept along with this euphoria surrounding
Luke chapter 14
him, but Jesus knew what people were like and
verses 25 - 35
so challenged the crowd to demonstrate the
sincerity of their desire to follow him. The call
to follow Jesus is costly. Jesus addressed the
crowd and repeated the challenge to take up their cross and follow him
(verse 27) that he had previously laid before his disciples (chapter 9 verse 23).

READ:

Tony Benn - politician
A faith is something you die for; a
doctrine is something you kill for.
There is all the difference in the
world.

•
•

•

What sacrifices do you think are required in following Jesus?
Many followers of Jesus in those days paid the ultimate sacrifice,
losing their lives for their faith. Even today, many followers of Jesus
face ridicule, persecution, imprisonment and even death for being
prepared to follow Jesus. Why do you think this is still happening?
Jesus uses two examples; one from the world of quantity surveying
(verses 28-30), and the other from military service (verses 31-32), to
illustrate the need to consider the cost of something before making
a commitment. This is a big commitment that needs to be weighed
up and considered seriously.
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READ:
Luke chapter 15
verses 1 - 10

We come to a series of parables which arise from
the accusation that Jesus was keeping the wrong
sort of company (verse 2). Jesus responds by
telling a series of parables all connected by the
theme of loss and losing something. Jesus was
trying to show his critics that the gospel was not
about us looking for God but rather about God
looking for us and seeking out the lost.

The New Testament offers a picture of a God that does not sound at all vague to
me. He sent His Son to earth. He has distinct plans both for His Son and for
mankind. He knows each of us individually and can communicate directly with us.
We are capable for forming a direct relationship personally with Him. We're told
this can be done only through His Son. We are offered the prospect of eternal life an afterlife in happy, blissful, glorious circumstances.
Friends, if I believed that, or a tenth of it, how can I care which version of the
Prayer Book is being used? I would drop my job, sell my house, throw away all my
possessions, leave my acquaintances and set out into the world with a burning
desire to know more, and when I found out more - to act upon it and tell others.

Matthew Parris - journalist
•

•
•

The first parable uses the analogy of a shepherd looking for a lost
sheep (verse 4). Shepherds were often hired workers and didn't
have a good reputation for diligence and reliability. The idea of
leaving the entire flock to look for one lost sheep would appear
ludicrous, but this is how God feels about us. Jesus was showing the
value of the individual in God's eyes. Tax collectors and sinners were
no exception; their inclusion was worth celebrating (verse 7).
Fallible people are important to God. Such people turning to God
should be a cause for celebration (verse 10).
Likewise, God sees the individual sinner as so valuable that all other
concerns are set aside in order to seek after them. What does this
tell you about how God sees you?
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This parable is often referred to as the
'Parable of the Prodigal' or 'Lost Son', but it is
really a parable about a loving father seeking
after his rebellious son. In first century
Luke chapter 15
Palestine it would have been a shocking story
verses 11 - 31
about an impudent son who wants his
inheritance before his father's death; it was
tantamount to the son wanting his father to
die so that he could inherit his estate (verse 12).

READ:

This parable is at the heart of Jesus' message
that God has taken the initiative; he has taken a
step towards us in order to draw us into a
relationship with him. This is not a about a son
looking for a father, but a father looking for a
son (verse 20). In the same way, we were
spiritually lost, but now we are found; we were
dead, but now we are alive (verses 24, 32).

Never cease loving a person, and
never give up hope for him, for
even the prodigal son who had
fallen most low, could still be
saved; the bitterest enemy and
also he who was your friend could
again be your friend; love that has
grown cold can kindle.

Soren Kierkegaard - philosopher
•
•

•

Which character do you most sympathise within the story?
The son realises his predicament (verse 17) but thinks that the only
way he could possibly be received back into the family would be as a
servant (verse 19). However, the father surprises him by receiving
him back unconditionally as his son (verse 22).
The older son becomes scandalized by the generous forgiveness of
his father towards his younger son (verse 28). Forgiveness is not fair,
but it is loving. God deals with us not as we deserve, but according
to his fatherly love, generosity and forgiveness. This is what the
Bible refers to as 'grace'. To understand how God feels about us, we
have to see the son from the perspective of a hurting,
compassionate father, who earnestly desires to receive his son back
into the family.

Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
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Prayer from Anglican Holy
Communion service.

This is a difficult and confusing story. The Parable of the Shrewd Servant
seems to be commending dishonest practice
READ:
or at least creative accounting; instead it is
likely to be a general encouragement to
pursue spiritual riches in the same way that
Luke chapter 16
others pursue worldly riches. Jesus was
verses 1 - 31
describing two worldly characters - the rich
man and the manager who are both prepared
to do whatever it took (verse 8) either to make money or to keep his job. If
dishonest people are motivated by selfish gain and self-preservation how
much more should Jesus' followers be motivated by the business of the
Kingdom (verse 11)? It is as though Jesus were commending their enterprise
as an example to the disciples, without condoning their dishonesty or pu rsuit
of worldly wealth (verse 13).
The later teaching about the dangers of worldly wealth (verses 13-14 and 1931) seem to reinforce Jesus' warning against the dangers of pursing selfish
material gain. The story of Lazarus has a brutal in its message about the perils
of acquiring worldly wealth (verse 19) as opposed to acquiring spiritual
capital in this world and the world to come (verse 25). There is a huge chasm
between the two characters (verse 26)
representing their different circumstances.
The greatness of a man is
Just as the rich man is missing out on the
not in how much wealth he
acquires, but in his integrity
blessings of heaven, so the Pharisees, who
and his ability to affect those
also happen to love money (verse 14), were
around him positively.
missing out on the blessings that Lazarus
and other ordinary people were receiving.
Bob Marley.
•
•

You cannot serve both God and money (verse 13). Do you agree?
What do you think Jesus meant when he suggested that the pursuit
of wealth was 'detestable in God's sight' (verse 15)?
The sting in the tail of the parable is a veiled message that for some
even an unprecedented event like the resurrection won't convince
them to leave their pursuit of material wealth in order to seek
spiritual treasure (chapter 12 verses 32-24).
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READ:
Luke chapter 17
verses 1 - 10

Various bits of Jesus' teaching are assembled
here by Luke. The first section concerns the
stumbling blocks that cause others to falter in
their faith (verses 1-2). In another gospel
account it is more apparent that Jesus is
referring to those who cause children or 'little

ones' (verse 2) to stumble. Jesus is
always mindful of the example of the
Pharisees who were making it
harder, rather than easier, for
ordinary people to respond to God
(chapter 11 verse 46).

Man, I just feel blessed... I was in a
situation where the only way I could
come out of it was by putting my
faith in God. No matter how good
my lawyers were, no matter how
much celebrity I had, everything
was just stacked up against me.

P. Diddy - rap artist
•

•

•

The Jewish law was concerned with the details of how often
forgiveness should be shown. Jesus says that forgiveness should be
limitless (verse 4). Our forgiveness of each other should be as
extravagant as God's forgiveness of us (chapter 11 verse 4).
Faith even the size of a tiny mustard seed can still achieve mighty
things (verse 6). This should give us a sense of perspective, so that
we should not boast or take pride in our faith, but rather discharge
or exercise our faith humbly, in the same way that a servant
exercises their duties (verse 10). Exercising faith does not put God in
our debt (verse 9), but rather is a natural expression of our
relationship with God. How do you think of faith? Do you feel that it
is something natural that has to be nurtured or something that has
to be learnt and practiced?
Children often find it easier to place trust in people and to have faith
in things unseen (see: Luke 18 verses 15-18). Is the exercise of faith
something we lose as we become more informed and self-reliant?

48

Luke continues the theme of how people
respond to the call of Jesus by using an event
rather than a parable to illustrate the
different reactions people have to receiving
Luke chapter 17
Jesus (verse 17). Ten lepers meet Jesus and
verses 11 - 37
are healed by him (verse 14), but only one
gives glory to God (verse 15). This is not a
story about manners or gratitude, but rather
about receiving, recognising and responding to God in praise and
thankfulness (verse 16). Once again, the one leper who responds in this way
is a despised outsider - a Samaritan (verse 18).

READ:

Jesus goes on to address the Pharisees (verse 20) and then the disciples
(verse 22) about the Kingdom of God. The Pharisees expected an external,
political kingdom based on the religious law. Jesus tells them that it is
something internal, spiritual and based
upon God's presence with them (verse
I've experienced several
21). The disciples realised that the
different healing methodologies
Kingdom was all about Jesus and that
over the years - counseling, selfhelp seminars, and I've read a
the fullness of the Kingdom (verse 22)
lot
- but none of them will work
will come in the future, inaugurated by a
unless
you really want to heal.
series of special events (verse 24).

Lindsay Wagner - actress
•

•

•

The fullness of the Kingdom or 'the days of the Son of Man' will not
be seen until after the death and resurrection of Jesus (verse 25).
When it does come, it will arrive unexpectantly (verse 30).
When the Kingdom comes in fullness, it will be a global event (verse
24), accompanied by signs in the sky. When Jesus comes again, it
won't be in an obscure part of the Roman Empire among a few
people, it will be a public display of his true character and purpose.
Being part of God's kingdom is a matter of self-surrender. Lot's wife
looked back when Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed and tried
to save herself, instead of trusting in God. Rather than trying to save
or justify ourselves, we need to surrender our lives to God.
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Jesus tells two parables, one about being
persistent in prayer (verse 1) and the other
about the importance of humility (verse 9).
Jesus often told parables about dishonest or
Luke chapter 18
unsympathetic characters to show his hearers
verses 1 - 17
the results of people acting out of dubious
motives (verse 4) and then to contrast this
with the impact of God acting out of loving
motives (verse 7)? Jesus is also constantly showing the upside-down reality of
God's Kingdom. This is a kingdom where tax collectors are commended for
their openness before God (verse 14), whilst others are criticized for their
pride (verse 9). It is a place where the humble are exalted and the exalted are
humbled (verse 14). It is a place where
children are valued and used as
There is no better news than the
fact that Jesus can actually turn a
examples of faith (verses 16-17).

READ:

life upside down and save it.

Cliff Richard
•

•
•

The judge is not an example of God's character but rather shows
how God's motivation of love extends far beyond the hard headed
reluctance of a judge in receiving requests. God is a God of justice
and will always answer our prayers for justice.
What did the attitude and words of the tax collector suggest about
how he saw himself before God (verse 13)?
How does a child approach the world around them? What can we
learn from this as an example of faith (verse 17)?
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Once again Jesus addresses the subject of
those who try to demonstrate they are good
enough for God (verses 18-20). Jesus'
challenge to the rich young ruler shows the
Luke chapter 18
standards that God sets for his kingdom
verses 18 - 42
(verse 22). The fact that the rich young ruler
was downcast and discouraged shows that he
placed more value in his wealth than in his
faith. Jesus was showing the cost of being
Ordinary riches can be stolen;
a disciple and follower. It might seem too
real riches cannot. In your
much to ask (verse 26), but the bar is set
soul are infinitely precious
high so that we rely totally on God, rather
things that cannot be taken
than in our own goodness (verse 27).
from you.

READ:

Oscar Wilde
•
•
•

We are never promised worldly blessings or wealth in this life, but
rather we are promised spiritual riches (verse 30) and eternal life.
What do you think spiritual riches might be?
Jesus often spoke of his death, yet his disciples either didn't
understand what he was saying or else didn't want to understand
and hoped that such events would not take place (verse 34).
Jesus approached Jericho on his way to Jerusalem (verse 35). The
blind beggar pleads for Jesus to have mercy on him (verse 38). Jesus
is willing to heal, but still invites the beggar to say what he wants
him to do for him (verse 41). Why do you think he did this? How
would the beggar's life change if he was healed?
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Here Jesus is once again spending time with
tax collectors, but this time it is with
Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector - a scoundrel
among scoundrels (verse 1)! However,
Luke chapter 19
despite his background, Zacchaeus is anxious
verses 1 - 27
to meet Jesus and goes to great efforts to see
him (verse 4). Jesus seems to know him
already and invites himself to his home.
Sharing hospitality was a clear and public sign of acceptance and willing
association (verse 7). Jesus is showing that where people are coming from is
less important than where they are going - what people have done doesn't
matter as much as how people can change (verse
You must be the
8). Jesus associates himself very clearly with
change
you wish to
people like Zacchaeus; it was for such people
see
in
the
world.
that he came (verses 9-10).

READ:

Mahatma Gandhi
The parable that follows has a simple and singular message for Jesus'
followers. He is going to Jerusalem, but not in order to begin a political reign,
but rather to die so that his reign will grow in the hearts and lives of his
followers as they serve his kingdom while awaiting his eventual return.
•

•

•

Zacchaeus announces he desire to make good the harm he has
caused (verse 8). Meeting with Jesus changes people. What changes
do you see in the lives of other people who have met Jesus? What
changes do you see in your own life?
This is one of the very few times that Jesus talks about 'salvation'
coming to someone (verse 9). Salvation is about being rescued or
saved from bad or destructive circumstances into a place of safety.
It also has a sense of being healed or made whole.
The 'parable of the ten minas' (verse 13) is broadly about using what
is given to us in order to serve the greater good. It applied to Jesus'
disciples as they were to continue his ministry, but it also applies to
us today.
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We move on to Jerusalem where Jesus
prepares to enter the city (verses 28-31). This
triumphal event is remembered in the church's
calendar as 'Palm Sunday' because the other
Luke chapter 19
gospels tell us that the crowds waved palm
verses 28 - 48
branches in acclamation at Jesus' arrival. The
symbolism was clear to the crowd as there was
an Old Testament prophecy which described a
returning King entering Jerusalem on a colt or a donkey (verses 30-31).
Previously Jesus had tried to keep his identity secret and avoid the
acclamation of the crowds, but now he was laying down a marker and
willingly receiving the praise and worship of the crowd (verses 37-38). The
Pharisees recognised this and urged him to calm the crowd, but Jesus
claimed that such a reaction was natural and appropriate (verse 40). He also
recognised that one day Jerusalem would be destroyed, but this was a day
for celebration and praise (verses 42-44).

READ:

Jesus then enters the Temple area where
traders were selling goods in the precinct
(verse 45). Such trade was associated with
the needs of pilgrims visiting the temple,
but had gone way beyond what was
necessary for prayer and had turned into
something of a religious souvenir business.

Before you can inspire with
emotion, you must be swamped
with it yourself. Before you can
move their tears, your own must
flow. To convince them, you
must yourself believe.

Winston Churchill
•

•

Jesus is moved by the fate of Jerusalem (verse 41). Jerusalem was
meant to be a place of blessing, worship and teaching; a place of
pilgrimage that would even draw the Gentiles (non-Jews) towards
God, but instead it was about to become the place of his death and
a stage for rebellion against all that God wanted.
Jesus' act of cleansing the temple area provoked a hostile reaction
(verse 47). We see here an angry and provocative Jesus. How does
this fit in with your ideas about Jesus? Can such anger be justified?
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Jesus now spends the last week of his life in
Jerusalem. It was a place where his authority
and legitimacy would be constantly challenged.
He taught in the outer courts of the Temple
Luke chapter 20
precinct - a place of assembly where visitors to
verses 1 - 19
the Temple could hear his teaching (verse 1).
There is a clear contrast between the ordinary
people who hear his message with faith and those who feel threatened by
that message and try to trip him up or find a reason to arrest him (verse 19).

READ:

Jesus tells a parable about tenants working in a vineyard (verse 9). The vine
and vineyard were traditional symbols representing the nation of Israel. God
was calling people to respond to him and to share in the benefits of the
vineyard (verse 10), but those advances were constantly rejected by the
tenants. This rejection was probably a thinly veiled reference to the hostility
of Israel's religious and political
leaders (verse 19). The people
But with Christ, we have access (to) a onewere shocked at the suggestion
to-one relationship, for, as in the Old
Testament, it was more one of worship and
that Jesus would be rejected
awe, a vertical relationship. The New
(verse 16), but he knew that the
Testament, on the other hand, we look
decision to receive or reject him
across at a Jesus who looks familiar,
personally would be a stumbling
horizontal. The combination is what makes
block to many (verse 17).
the Cross.

Bono - U2
•

•

•

Jesus offers no proof of his authority other than himself (verse 2).
He declines to justify himself (verse 8) but rather invites his hearers
to draw their own conclusions about who he was.
The sending of servants into the vineyard (verses 10 -12) was a
reference to God having previously sent prophets to bring his word
to the nation, including John the Baptist (verse 5). How do you think
God speaks to the nation today?
Jesus would ultimately be rejected (verses 13-15). Why do you think
that people still reject Jesus' teaching today?
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Once again Jesus is set up by those looking
for a way to trap him (verse 20). This time it
was a political hot potato about paying taxes
to Rome. The occupying Roman authorities
Luke chapter 20
made their subjects pay for their army of
verses 20 - chapter 21
occupation through a system of unpopular
verse 4
taxation. So, Jesus is put on the spot about
paying taxes to Caesar (verse 21). This was a contentious issue at the time
and groups such as the Zealots sought to oppose Rome and refused to pay
such taxes. Jesus side-stepped the question by separating the issue of duty to
Rome from the issue of duty to God.

READ:

The Sadducees believed there was no resurrection and hence no afterlife
(verse 27), so they sought to trap Jesus with a favourite anecdote about remarriage, intended to undermine the
idea of a physical resurrection (verse
He comes to us as One unknown,
33). Jesus says that life after the
without a name, as of old, by the
lake-side; He came to those men who
resurrection would be completely
knew Him not…He will reveal Himself
different (verse 35) and so social
in the toils, the conflicts, the
institutions such as marriage will not
sufferings
which they shall pass
be relevant (verse 36). Jesus defies
through in His fellowship, and, as an
comparison, even with David, the
ineffable mystery, they shall learn in
archetypal, good Jewish king (verse
their own experience Who He is.
44).
Albert Schweitzer
•

•
•

Even today questions about politics and religion, what happens
when we die and Jesus' divinity continue to divide people. Jesus
puts forward his own arguments very clearly without judging others.
The only judgment he offers is for those who seek to exalt
themselves (verses 46-47). He will ultimately define and prove
himself through humiliation, suffering, death and resurrection.
Those who exalt themselves are shown in sharp contrast to the
widow seen by Jesus giving generously out of her meagre resources
(verse 4).
Do you think that Jesus is just being clever with his answers or is he
trying to point towards something more significant?
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The disciples are awe struck at the sight of the
magnificent Temple (verse 5). Building work
had begun on the site over 30 years
previously and would continue for another 40
Luke chapter 21
years until it was destroyed by the Romans in
verses 5 - 37
AD 70. Jesus reminded them that all such
achievements were temporary (verse 6) and
to look towards the Kingdom that God was building instead. The destruction
of the Temple was symbolic of wider events that pointed toward the
ultimate sweeping away of all that is familiar when the Son of Man returns in
glory (verse 27).

READ:

The coming of the Kingdom of God in fullness (verse 31) will take place when
the Son of Man returns, this time not as servant and itinerant preacher, but
as a King coming to reign. This will be preceded by times of persecution for
believers (verse 12) which will enable the gospel message to be spread even
more widely (verse 13). There will be political instability and wars among the
nations (verse 10), along with natural disasters and disease (verse 11).
Jerusalem will be destroyed and along with the Temple (verse 20). Eventually
there will be signs in the cosmos of something significant happening (verse
25) to herald the return of the Son of Man.
Much of this sounds extraordinary. Some of it is very specific, but other
events act as indicators that the world is in a state of change. Science
predicts cosmological events bringing
There is a theory which states that
about the end of the Universe;
if ever anyone discovers exactly
however, neither science nor the
what
the Universe is for and why it
teachings of Jesus are specific about
is here, it will instantly disappear
when such things will take place. We
and be replaced by something even
are to be mindful that all that we see
more bizarre and inexplicable.
around us is provisional, awaiting
renewal (verse 33). Only God's word
and love will endure forever.
Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy - Douglas Adams
•

How does such teaching make you feel? We are not meant to be
fearful, but rather watchful and hopeful (verse 36) that one day the
world and all its suffering will draw to a close when Jesus returns.
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Jesus and his disciples prepare a Passover
meal together (verse 1). This was a meal with
a meaning - a bit like a Christmas lunch but
with more symbolism. The event turns into an
Luke chapter 22
emotionally charged, climatic gathering at
verses 1 - 23
which Judas seizes the opportunity to betray
Jesus to the Temple authorities (verse 4) and
Jesus turns the symbolism of Passover, which remembered the Jewish
people's flight from slavery in Egypt many centuries earlier, towards his own
death and departure (verse 16).

READ:

The story records the last supper shared by Jesus with his friends (verse 14).
This supper is now remembered in the Church as Holy Communion, the
Eucharist or Mass. The bread eaten at the supper becomes a reminder of
Jesus' giving himself to us (verse 19) and the wine as an indication of his
death (verse 20). There has been much debate about the meaning of the
words that Jesus used, but once again, the coming of the Kingdom in Jesus
(verses 18 and 29) is at the centre of everything. We are to feed upon his
body and drink his blood, indicating a personal, intimate relationship with
him.
Jesus knew that he would be betrayed (verse
22), but the disciples were perplexed (verse
23). They even appeared prepared for a fight
(verse 38) but Jesus rejects such methods. His
Kingdom would be about passive, self-giving
and sacrifice - a spiritual or heavenly
Kingdom, marked by the example of a
servant rather than a military ruler.

If ever I had any doubts
about the fundamental
realities of religion, they
could always be dispelled by
one memory - the look on
my father's face as he came
back from early communion.

Alfred Noyes - poet, writer
•

•

Jesus made clear that his death was not just a noble gesture or a
political protest, but an expression of his self-giving (verse 19). He
gives himself to us and for us. What do you think this means?
A 'new covenant' (verse 20) means a new understanding or
agreement. Jesus' death was meant to inaugurate something - a
new relationship between God and humankind.
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Jesus constantly has to deal with the false
expectations and motives of those around him
(verse 24). Talk of sacrifice and kingdoms
suggest a heroic attempt to seize political
Luke chapter 22
power, especially now that they were in
verses 24 - 38
Jerusalem. Jesus has to shape those
expectations around a different kind of
kingdom - one of godly values in which power is laid down, rather than taken
up, in order to change the world. In John's gospel account, we learn that
Jesus demonstrated this point personally by washing his disciples' feet, yet
Luke is more concerned with Jesus' words, rather than his example.

READ:

The disciples had previously argued about political power previously (chapter
9 verse 46) when one of them had assumed a position of prominence among
the twelve. Peter might have assumed that he would have a special place in
Jesus' new political reign (verse 30) but Jesus spoke about a special test or
challenge for him (verse 31). Peter claims that he would be prepared to die
for Jesus (verse 33), but Jesus knew otherwise (verse 34). He wanted Peter to
trust in him and in God's provision, but
Peter and the disciples were
Service to others is the rent you
expecting to fight in order to
pay for your room here on earth.
establish God's Kingdom (verse 38).
Mohammad Ali - boxer
•

•

•

Jesus implores his followers to learn the way of the servant. To
exercise power to change the world through laying down that
power, rather than 'lording' or 'exercising' power over others (verse
25). He contrasts top-down change forced upon people with
bottom-up change brought about through personal example and
love. Where do you see bottom-up changes taking place in the
world today?
Jesus calls into question conventional wisdom about greatness
(verse 27). In our modern world where the rich, powerful, successful
and famous are admired this has much to teach us.
How can you bring about change by serving other people today?
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Jesus retreats from Jerusalem to a hill
overlooking the city, the Mount of Olives (verse
39), probably named after the numerous olive
groves on the hillside. This becomes a place of
Luke chapter 22
anguish, grief and decision for Jesus (verse 44).
verses 39 - 53
He is literally sweating drops of blood as he
weighs up what awaits him. He faced the
decision whether to yield to his arrest, trial and death or whether to choose
another way (verse 42). He was utterly alone in this agonizing decision; not
even his disciples could understand or share this decision with him (verses
45-46).

READ:

While he is praying (verse 47), a mob arrives led by Judas to arrest him. Judas
identifies Jesus to the temple guards with a
The word 'crisis' comes from the
kiss (verse 48). The disciples react
same root that makes the word
defensively, using the sword that they had
'cross', and it means simply
revealed earlier to cut off the ear of one of
being in a situation where
the temple guards (verse 50). Jesus rejects
decisions have to be made - like
their attempt to defend him, he heals the
standing at a crossroads.
guard and surrenders himself to his captors.
Clare Rayner - agony Aunt
•
•

•
•

We don't know why Judas betrayed Jesus (verse 48). Perhaps he was
disappointed that Jesus refused to lead a political revolution.
Jesus was not ambushed, but willingly allows himself to be arrested.
He knew what sort of death awaited him, but he only knew what lay
beyond death in faith (verses 15-16 and 18).
What is the biggest decision that you have ever faced? What did it
feel like not knowing what would follow? What can you learn from
how Jesus faced his biggest decision (verse 42)?
Time and time again Jesus demonstrates his willingness to lay down
his power and authority in order to serve a greater purpose (verses
27, 37 and 53). What can this teach us?
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Peter occupied a special place in Jesus'
affection. He had been chosen and
commissioned by Jesus to carry on his work
(chapter 5 verse 10) and had been the first to
Luke chapter 22
declare who Jesus was (chapter 9 verse 20). He
had also witnessed Jesus' transfiguration
verses 54 - 62
(chapter 9 verse 33) and had pledged himself to
remain with Jesus whatever the circumstances
(chapter 22 verse 33). Peter is now
put on the spot to acknowledge
The acceptance of oneself is the essence of
his relationship with Jesus
the whole moral problem and the epitome of
(verse 56), but he buckles
a whole outlook on life. That I feed the
under the pressure (verse 57).
hungry, that I forgive an insult, that I love my
This happens three times in
enemy in the name of Christ -- all these are
accordance with what Jesus
undoubtedly great virtues. What I do unto the
had previously prophesied
least of my brethren that I do unto Christ. But
what if I should discover that the least among
(verse 34) and once he realises
them all, the poorest of all the beggars, the
what he has done, he is
most impudent of all the offenders, the very
broken by the experience
enemy himself -- that these are within me,
(verse 62).

READ:

and that I myself stand in need of the alms of
my own kindness -- that I myself am the
enemy who must be loved -- what then?

Carl Jung - father of analytical psychology
•

•

The will and bravado of the disciples soon collapses. Peter follows
Jesus at a distance (verse 54) but the other disciples are nowhere to
be seen. No matter how convinced we are, we are all still capable to
getting things wrong, messing up and denying our faith and
principles.
Peter denies Jesus, yet John's Gospel in particular describes how
Jesus later reinstates Peter and gives him an opportunity to show his
love and commitment. In the Book of Acts, we also see Peter
rejuvenated and restored, leading the early church. What does the
life of Peter teach you personally?
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READ:

Jesus is arrested, mocked and humiliated. He is
taken on a merry-go-round trip through various
courts and tribunals. First of all he is brought
Luke chapter 22
before the religious courts (verse 66), overseen
verses 63 - chapter 23
by the chief priests from the Temple and the
verses 25
teachers of the law (Pharisees and Sadducees).
Jesus is willing to engage in a debate about whether he was the Messiah
(verse 70), yet his answer gives them cause to accuse him of blasphemy
(verse 71) - i.e. breaking the religious law - a crime punishable by stoning.
However, the authorities want him to receive the public humiliation of
crucifixion - a form of execution
reserved for enemies of Rome, so
God is not greater than he in this
they sent him off to the Roman
humiliation. God is not more glorious
governor, Pontius Pilate (verse 1)
than he is in this self-surrender. God
with a trumped-up charge
is not more powerful than he is in this
(verse 2).
helplessness. God is not more divine
than he is in this humanity.

Jurgen Moltmann - theologian
Pilate doesn't know what to do with Jesus and doesn't understand his crime
(verse 4), so he refers him to Herod, who was the civil governor - a local,
puppet ruler, appointed by Rome (verse 7). Jesus does not recognise Herod,
either as a Jewish representative or as a civil leader and so refuses to answer
his questions (verse 9). Finally, Pilate is forced to take action (verses 13-14)
and tries to release Jesus (verse 16), but the crowd, probably stirred up by
the chief priests, demands his crucifixion (verse 21).
•

•

•

Pilate is looking for a get-out and invokes a local custom of releasing
a prisoner during the festival of Passover (verses 18-19). However,
the crowd call for the murderer Barabbas to be released instead.
The trial was clearly a sham. Jesus' fate had already been sealed
previously by the Temple authorities and teachers of the law who
had clashed with him. However, Jesus' innocence marks him out
both as a victim of injustice, but also as an sacrificial offering, killed
for being God's son (verse 70).
How does this story make you feel? Where do your sympathies lie?
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Jesus begins his painful journey towards his
place of execution, known as Golgotha or the
'Place of the Skull' (verse 33), sometimes
referred to as Calvary. During this time he is
Luke chapter 23
continually mocked and humiliated (verses 34 verses 26 - 56
36, 39). Simon, an African, helps to carry his
load (verse 26) whilst others mourn for him
(verse 27). He is then crucified under a political
sign suggesting he is an enemy of Rome (verse 38). Two criminals share his
fate (verse 33), yet even in torment on the cross Jesus finds time to offer one
of them hope and forgiveness (verse 43).

READ:

At the time of Jesus' death there was a solar eclipse (verse 45) and the
curtain in the Temple, which separated the place of God's presence - the
Holy of Holies - from the place of the people, was torn in two (verse 45). This
symbolizes the barrier between God and humankind being destroyed. Jesus
then gives up his life (verse 46). His life is handed over or offered to God,
rather than taken away, indicating Jesus' free offering of himself. Even the
centurion overseeing the crucifixion is
moved by his death, realizing that there
There are countless ways from
man to God, and therefore there
is something significant about Jesus
are also countless ethics, but
(verse 47). He is then buried in a new
there
is only one way from God to
tomb (verse 53) and as the Sabbath is
man, and that is the way of love
approaching, the preparation of his body
in Christ, the way of the cross.
is postponed until the following day.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
•

•

Two criminals are crucified alongside Jesus. One heaps insults upon
him (verse 39), whilst the other turns to him in faith (verse 42). Right
up to his death, Jesus was still dividing opinions, challenging
people's perceptions and offering people hope.
Where would you place yourself in this event? Mocking like the
rulers? Disinterested like the soldiers? Sharing the load like Simon?
Overcome with grief like the women? Moved to faith like the
criminal? Fearful and standing at a distance, like those who had
accompanied him? Recognising something different about Jesus,
like the centurion?
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Women traditionally prepared bodies for burial
and so Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary, the
mother of James (verse 10), arrive at the tomb
on the Sunday morning expecting to carry out
Luke chapter 24
various burial procedures (verse 1). What
verses 1 - 12
confronts them takes them completely by
surprise (verse 4) and they are at a loss to know
what had happened. The sight of two male,
other-worldly figures is unsettling (verse 5), but rather than running away,
they bow in reverence and hear the wonderful news that Jesus had been
raised back to life (verses 6-7). The two figures ('angel' - means 'messenger')
explain that Jesus was not there and that he had risen as he previously
promised.

READ:

When the women returned with the good news, they were not initially
believed (verse 11). The story probably
As a lawyer I have made a
sounded just too incredible. In those
prolonged
study of the evidence for
times women were regarded as
the events of Easter Day. To me the
unreliable
witnesses
as
their
evidence is conclusive, and over
testimony could not be accepted in a
and over again in the High Court I
court of law. As a result, Peter ran to
have secured the verdict on
the tomb, to check out the story for
evidence not nearly so compelling.
himself (verse 12).

Sir Edward Clarke - High Court Judge
•

•

Throughout the resurrection stories, people are constantly surprised
at discovering that Jesus was indeed raised from the dead. Doubt
and fear seemed to have marked people's reactions, rather than
certainty or vindication. There were many doubters and many had
to be convinced by a special message or encounter with the risen
Jesus.
'He is not here; he has risen'. The last place we can expect to find
Jesus is in his tomb. How do you think you would have felt if you had
discovered an empty tomb on that morning?
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Here we have a story of two ordinary
people: one called Cleopas, the other
unnamed (verse 18) who during a late
afternoon journey (verse 13) bump into
Luke chapter 24
Jesus without realizing it. Jesus is often
verses 13 - 35
unrecognized when he initially meets people
after his resurrection (verse 15). It is only
later that they recognise him (verse 31).
There were similar instances in the other gospel accounts, suggesting that
although Jesus was capable of being recognised and even talking and eating
with people, there was something different about his appearance. Perhaps
after death we can recognise people but not quite in the same way as before.

READ:

Jesus not only travels and talks with the two travellers, but he also teaches
them about his death and resurrection using the Old Testament scriptures
(verse 27). He then brings those scriptures alive to the two companions so
that they burn with joy, conviction and understanding (verse 32). They
eventually recognise him when they share a meal together. They might have
previously shared a meal with Jesus or
could have been present at his Last
For me it is the virgin birth, the
Supper. Whatever the reason,
Incarnation, the resurrection which
something
familiar
was
are the true laws of the flesh and
communicated to them at the start of
the physical. Death, decay,
that meal (verse 35) and they were
destruction are the suspension of
filled with joy and excitement. Their
these laws. I am always astonished
at the emphasis the Church puts on
story merely confirms the growing
the body. It is not the soul she says
realisation among the disciples
that will rise but the body, glorified.
concerning what had taken place
(verse 34).
Flannery O'Connor - author
•
•

The Bible often re-tells what has previously been described (verses
19-24). This was a traditional way of confirming its truth.
The two travellers knew about the empty tomb, but still had not
made the connection with Jesus' resurrection. It is easy to be
confronted with the evidence, yet still unable to see. They needed
the living presence of Jesus to help them make sense of it all.
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READ:
Luke chapter 24
verses 36 - 53

And finally…. Jesus appears to his disciples. It
is unclear why this didn't happen
immediately, but Jesus seems to let a gradual
recognition and understanding emerge. Even
then they are still startled by his appearance
and harbour doubts (verses 37-38). He reassures them with a traditional Jewish

greeting of 'Shalom' (verse 36)
and invites them to satisfy their
curiosity about his wounds and
to confirm that it is really him
standing among them (verse
39). Even then, doubts remain
(verse 41) so he eats something
so that they can see that he has
a physical body and was not
merely a vision or a shared
hallucination (verse 42).

I know the resurrection is a fact, and
Watergate proved it to me. How? Because
12 men testified they had seen Jesus
raised from the dead, then they
proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never
once denying it. Every one was beaten,
tortured, stoned and put in prison. They
would not have endured that if it weren't
true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most
powerful men in the world-and they
couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. You're
telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for
40 years? Absolutely impossible.

Charles
Colson
former presidential aide
and Watergate conspirator
Jesus explains that this is only the beginning of something, not the end
(verses 48-49). Everything that had happened had been foreshadowed in the
scriptures and had been part of God's unfolding plan and purpose (verse 44).
Now the disciples were to take his message and ministry out into the world
(verse 49), but they would not be abandoned in their task, but rather 'clothed
with power from on high' - i.e. they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit of
Jesus to continue his work.
•

Jesus then travels with them out of the city to the vicinity of
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, from where he is physically
taken from them (verse 51). Luke describes this event in more detail
in the Book of Acts. The disciples then return to Jerusalem to await
the coming of the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus (verse 53).
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The story of Jesus continues
"In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them…"
Acts 1 verses 1-4.

Now this is not the end. It
is not even the beginning
of the end. But it is,
perhaps, the end of the
beginning

Winston Churchill
Luke wrote a follow-on account of what took place in the years after Jesus'
resurrection and ascension. It is called the 'Acts of the Apostles' or simp ly the
'Book of Acts'. It tells the story of how the men and women who met with
Jesus were transformed by the experience and took his message in
dangerous and exciting ways throughout the Roman Empire, eventually
starting what we now recognise as the birth of the Church.
There is a study of the Book of Acts available on the Apprentice website
under the ‘RESOURCES’ section.
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