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Richard Wagamese in foster care in Kenora, Ontario, 1960’s 

Cyndy Johnson, the little girl in the two photos on the left, is 

the woman who visited Richard at the book signing. When 

authors launch a new book, they come to a bookstore, sit at a 

table, and sign hard-cover copies for buyers eager to meet a 

favorite author. When books are published, they are first 

printed in hard-cover, then in paperback (soft cover). 

 
 

Hard-cover books cost more than soft cover books.  

(1) How much did One Native Life cost when it first came out in 

July 2008? ___________ 

(2) When One Native Life came out in paperback seven months 

later in February 2009, how much did it cost? ________________ 
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(3) How much would you save if you down-loaded the Kindle  

version of the book on your phone?  

 Paperback  _____________ 

 Kindle     -- _____________ 

 SAVING = _____________ 

(4) What happened in the Sixties Scoop? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

(5) In what year did social services begin “apprehending” 

children in reserve communities? ____________________________ 

(6) Using Google find the meaning for “apprehend children” 

that applies here. To apprehend a child means to “______________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________.” 

 

(7) Adoption agencies in the United States, for a fee, find 

children for couples who can’t have children so want to adopt 

one. How much could Canadian Social Services get for a child 

adopted across the border to the US? ___________________________ 
 

$1 in 1960 is worth $10.66 now; it would buy $10.66 worth of  

stuff today. To put it another way, what you pay $10.66 for  

now would have only cost you $1.00 in 1960. (This is inflation.)  

(8) So, $4 000 in 1960 would be worth $________________ today. 

($4 000  x 10.66 = $____________) 
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(9) When Richard wrote this in 2012, there were more 

Aboriginal children in foster care than ever attended residential 

school at any one time. TRUE or FALSE. (Circle) 
 

(10) Richard says Sixties Scoop kids were denied their history. 

“We were denied the most basic of human rights; the right _____ 

_________________________________________________________________.” 

To know who you are, you need to know where you come from. 
 

(11) Richard says “you grow up learning how it feels to enter a 

room skin first.” What does this mean? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 
 

(12) Richard felt ______________ because he did not feel secure, 

worried that his situation was not stable. He could never relax. 
 

(13) Richard believes the Sixties Scoop was as shameful for 

Canada as residential schools. YES or NO. (Circle) 
 

(14) He also believes it will take more than throwing money at  

it to bring healing to Sixties Scoop survivors. TRUE or FALSE.  
(Circle) 
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(15) “Most of us [Sixties Scoop adopted kids] “became square 

pegs forced into round holes, the _______________________________ 

________________________ fit.” It was their Indian identity, 

personality, and ways that White society tried to strip from 

them. Do you think this hurt? YES or NO. (Circle) 
 

(16) Separation from his Indigenous home and people left 

Richard traumatized. He always expected to soon be removed, 

rejected, losing friendships, love, and memories. He called this 

the P__________ W______________. 
 

(17) He could never _______________ himself to things or people. 

He was incapable of _________________ with others. He never felt 

______________ to anything. 

 

(18) _________________ was always easier than _________________. 

To be alone was ___________________, predictable, and ___________. 

 

(19) Richard was left with a personality that undermined his 

relationships in adulthood. Much as he yearned for love, he 

would never allow himself to get close to anyone for long, to 

never commit long enough to a serious relationship, to never 

risk getting hurt again like he had been with the Primal Wound 

left by his childhood. This hurt both Richard and the people 

who loved him. TRUE or FALSE. (Circle.)  
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(20) Richard, who had been the square peg hammered into a 

round hole, says his Ojibwe people “offered back the ________-

______ bits.” 

 

(21) What helped him the most to heal? _______________________ 

 

(22) Did it have to be from a Native woman? YES or NO. (Circle) 

 

(23) “Home is not an Indian place, it’s a ________________________ 

______________________________________________ and find welcome.” 


