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(1) By the fourth year of his adoption, how many times had the

family moved?

(2) With no friends, Richard felt incredibly and

His adopted parents were “pragmatic, concrete thinkers.”
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mminking

Pragmatic people can be very practical and down-to-earth.

MUSIC

Nothing wrong with that. Concrete thinkers are very literal,
focused on the here and now. Nothing necessarily wrong with
that either. But pragmatic and concrete thinking people can be
rigid and rules-obsessed, lacking imagination giving no place to
ideals and dreams. They can be very frustrating for people who
are open-minded and think abstractly and divergently, seeing

life with more dimensions and possibilities.

(3) Did his adopted parents take his writing (stories and poetry)
seriously? YES or NO. (Circle)

(4) “What was left of the Indian in [Richard] was expressed in
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(5) His previous school had been mostly kids.

The students at his new school in St. Catherines were

kids. They had a for behavior to be

cool, and you had to figure it out and adopt it.

(6) So he did what he thought would help him fit in with his
new peers. Did his “concrete-thinking” parents—his adopted

father a policeman—agree with this. YES or NO. (Circle)

(7) Words! MATCH (English is a powerful, endlessly fascinating
language, but an annoying one! Sometimes you need another

big word—“exasperating”—to “do it justice.”)

Cloister A. (“SMID-jenn”: Very small amount

Smidgen B. (“KLOY-ster”) Confined space in a monastery or
convent

Dingy C. (“SANG-ti-tee”) being holy or sacred

Untrespassed _ _  D. (“DIN-jee”) Gloomy and drab

Sanctity E. Not trespassed upon

Gleaned F. (“Savv”) Ointment to soothe and heal

Ache G. (“AKE”) Ongoing dull pain

Salve H. (“IN-kan-DESS-ent”) Emitting light, passionate

Incandescent I. (“GLEEN-d”) Collected, gathered, harvested

(8) Would you say writing was “escapist”—a way to get away
from his miserable situation, if only in his imagination—for

Richard as a boy? YES or NO. (circle) (Nothing wrong with this!)
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High Flight

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings.
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds and done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of wheeled and soared and swung.
High in the sunlit silence, hov'ring there

I've chased the shouting winds along and flung

My eager craft through footless halls of air.

Up, up the long delirious burning blue

I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark nor ever eagle flew

And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod

The high untrespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand and touched the face of God.

John Gillespie Magee, Jr

https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing /879234216 /high-flight-poem-by-john-gillespie-magee

(9) Who more than anyone helped Richard become a writer?

(10) Just from being who he was, Richard credits Leo Rozema
with being the first person in his life as an adopted kid who

“actually me, me, me.”

Can you imagine how good that must have made Richard feel?
YES or NO (cIrcLE)

(11) In the article “Remembering Richard Wagamese” can you
pick out anything factual that might not be quite right? (Hint:
residential schools) It is good journalism, but we can never just

believe everything we read written quickly by a journalist.
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