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People with iPods and iPhones would find the sound on a 

transistor radio too scratchy and tinny. But then, people 

marveled that they could get radio and music at all! It was 

much better than the big old “wireless” radios before then. 
 

(1) Radios may have been small, but batteries were big. How 

long is the 9 volt battery needed for Richard’s radio? _________. 
 

(2) What sport is played in the World Series? __________________. 

                                      
(3) Muhammad Ali, born Cassius Clay before becoming Muslim, 

defied the law, and chose his beliefs over his career and 

freedom, even risking jail. TRUE or FALSE. (Circle) 

Richard’s radio 
would have been one 
of these two. He 
may have had FM if 
he was in southern 
Ontario, but likely 
AM was the only 
good reception he 
could get. 

The United States got 
bogged down in a 20-
year war in Vietnam 
that got worse through 
the Sixties. It bombed 
and killed millions but 
couldn’t defeat the Viet 
Cong. 58 220 American 
soldiers died and many 
more were wounded. A 
hated draft was used to 
force young men to go. 

The heavyweight 
boxing champion of 
the world was drafted 
but refused to go. 
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(4) At night, AM radio signals “skip” for thousands of miles. 

Richard would have been able to pick up stations all across 

Canada and America. He listened to _______________ music out 

of Chicago, traditional ________________ music played on a 

Tennessee station, then ________ and __________ from Detroit 

and Cleveland. _______________ music came from stations in 

Buffalo and Toronto. He heard two great Black women, ________ 

_______________ singing gospel, and _____________ ________________ 

singing a song comparing fruit on Southern trees to the flesh of 

lynched Black Americans. America was in upheaval and Black 

musicians and singers led the way in denouncing US racism. 

 

(5) Do you think the music and news Richard listened to in his 

youth on his little radio huddled at night under the blankets 

prepared him to recognize and later challenge Canadian 

oppression of Native peoples? YES or NO. (Circle) 
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(6) Richard says that radio was like his heart. “The nine-volt 

heart that beat in me was a heart ___________ing for 

____________________, for _______________________ and for a 

genuine ____________________ to things.” 

 

(7) He may have achieved many things, but did that young-boy   

“nine-volt heart” ever stop beating in Richard? YES or NO. 
(Circle) 

 

(8) That little radio made Richard aware that there was big wide 

world out there. “There’s _________ to the world than what ____ 

_________ _________, and I owe it to myself to ________ ____ _____.” 

 

(9) All of which made him “a better ______, a better ____________, 

and, in the end, a better ________________.” 


