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As you can see below, the PCL-R is a rating scale, 
with an assessor evaluating overall behavior and 
traits in different categories. The validity is in the 
work that was done to select the twenty criteria, and 
in the clinical experience and training of the rater. 
 

Some forensic psychologists distinguish different 
types of psychopaths, and another school of thought 
separates out “sociopaths” as a distinctive type. 
Antisocial personality disorder, psychopathy, and 
sociopathy, are for all purposes interchangeable. 
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 As long as there is popular entertainment, we will as a society be fascinated with psychopaths. What we 

almost unanimously see on TV and in the movies (e.g. Criminal Minds) is sensationalized. Dr. Hare did more 
than anyone to help us recognize psychopathy more mundane in “everyday life” around us. After studying 
psychopaths in the penitentiaries on the Lower Mainland, he concluded that “we only manage to catch the 
stupid ones.” In his next research phase, he half-joked, he said he was going to move on to studying the 
smart ones who never get caught on the Vancouver Stock Exchange! Hence Snakes in Suits: Understanding 
the and Surviving the Psychopaths in Your Office. (The authors might have added “in your bar or nightclub, on 
your hockey team, and who knows where else.”) All theatrics and hyperbole aside, they are amongst us. 
 

A young man once came before a judge for having defrauded and stolen from friends, again. “Why do you 
keep making people friends and then robbing them?” His Honour asked. The accused looked archly at him 
confused by such a “stupid” question: :Well, sir, it is hard to steal from people who don’t like you. So I have to 
befriend them first.” It seems that we can never be quite sure enough of what everyone’s motives really are.  


