
 

The number of international students in Canada now exceeds one million, 
according to official figures that show an increase that has escalated far faster 
than the government’s own internal forecasts. 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada told The Globe and Mail that at 
the end of December, there were 1,028,850 study permit holders, with just over 
half of them in Ontario. 
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Immigration Minister Marc Miller is preparing to cap the number of 
international students, and has called on the provinces to stop licensing sub-
standard private colleges that he says churn foreign graduates out like “puppy 
mills.” 

International student numbers have increased rapidly from 637,855 in 2019 to 
807,260 in 2022, and concerns have been expressed that many students, 
including from India, are being exploited by agents who recruit them to attend 
private colleges in Canada with poor standards, support and facilities. 

The IRCC said that of the more than one million study permit holders – who 
include school, college and university students and those pursuing “other 
studies” – 526,015 were in Ontario, 202,565 were in British Columbia, and 
117,925 were in Quebec. There were only 10 international students studying in 
Nunavut and 18,695 in Saskatchewan. 

In October, the Immigration Department told Conservative MP Garnett Genuis 
in a written parliamentary answer that at the beginning of the academic year in 
September, 1,015,744 people held a valid study permit, allowing them to come 
to Canada. 

Just over a third of them were studying at institutions accredited by 
Universities Canada, which represents nearly 100 universities, the department 
said in a written parliamentary answer. 

An IRCC document from August, 2023 sent to universities last year, obtained 
by The Globe, forecast that applications from foreign students would reach 
949,000 in 2023, and just over one million in 2024. 

But the written reply to Mr. Genuis, by Paul Chiang, parliamentary secretary to 
Immigration Minister Marc Miller, in October showed that by Sept. 30, the 
numbers of study permit holders had already topped one million. 

India is the top source country for international students in Canada, followed 
by China. 

Bahoz Dara Aziz, spokesperson for Mr. Miller, said at the end of last year, the 
number of study permit applications processed for Indian students dropped 
sharply owing to a diplomatic dispute over the slaying of a Sikh separatist 
leader in Canada. 
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In October, India stripped 41 Canadian diplomats of their diplomatic 
immunity, Canada said, adding that it moved the diplomats out of India before 
the measure took effect. The situation affected Canada’s ability to process 
study permit applications from India at the time, she said. 

Mr. Genuis said the disclosure that only 343,470 of the 1,015,744 students 
were studying at institutions accredited by Universities Canada showed that 
many international students coming to Canada were studying at private 
colleges, technical schools and other postsecondary institutions with varying 
standards. 

Tom Kmiec, Conservative immigration critic, said some smaller private colleges 
have “questionable standards and very loose attendance rules.” 

An analysis by Statistics Canada in November found that around 19 per cent of 
international students with study permits did not have a record of studying at 
college or university here. 

The Statscan report looked at international students who were not enrolled in 
publicly funded postsecondary education programs. It compared various data 
sources, including tax records, to determine if those students were studying 
elsewhere in Canada. 

Each spring and fall, colleges and universities outside Quebec, in order to 
comply as Designated Learning Institutions, have to report to IRCC on the 
enrolment status of their international students. 

The International Student Compliance Regime, implemented in 2014, is 
designed to help identify bogus students and help provinces identify 
questionable schools. 

Most of the colleges on IRCC’s top 10 list of schools with the highest potential 
non-compliance rates are privately run and in Ontario, catering heavily to 
students from India. 

The IRCC’s Student Integrity Analysis Report, dated November, 2021, found 
“no shows” make up as much as 90 per cent of students at some private 
colleges. “No shows” are students with letters of acceptance, who should be 
enrolled but either did not confirm the acceptance, never attended class or 
suddenly stopped attending. The report was obtained by immigration lawyer 
Richard Kurland through an access to information request. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-canada-diplomats-leave-india/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-canada-diplomats-leave-india/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/topics/immigration/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/topics/statistics-canada/


 4 

Isabelle Dubois, a spokesperson for IRCC, said the department “is undertaking 
a review of the International Student Program to strengthen program integrity 
and enhance protections to address student vulnerability, unethical 
recruitment and non-genuine actors in the program.” 
 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-number-of-international-students-now-
exceeds-one-million-official/ 
 
 

“An analysis by Statistics Canada in November found that around 19 per cent 
of international students with study permits did not have a record of studying 
at college or university here.  The Statscan report looked at international 
students who were not enrolled in publicly funded postsecondary education 
programs. It compared various data sources, including tax records, to 
determine if those students were studying elsewhere in Canada.”… The IRCC’s 
Student Integrity Analysis Report, dated November, 2021, found “no shows” 
make up as much as 90 per cent of students at some private colleges.” 

Little things. In-store at Tim Hortons yesterday, the South Asian middle-aged 
woman taking my order—all the staff were brown-skinned immigrants—spoke 
so fast in the din that, though I imagine her grammar was fine, with her accent 
I could not understand her and had to keep asking for clarification. Finally I 
just nodded enough times to end up getting something, even if it turned out to 
not be what I wanted. Waiting at the pickup counter, as customers puzzled over 
what was actually theirs, a burly South Asian truck driver—he was lighter-
complexioned and seemed Pakistani to me in his manner, but how could I 
know such subtleties?—refused to join in our good-natured puzzlement, 
remaining aloof, looking past us, even seeming haughty. No doubt beyond any 
“cultural differences” in deportment, manner, and expectations that he brought 
with him, he has experienced enough prejudice here to have settled into 
reservations about, and distrust of, even contempt for, many “Native 
Canadians.” Too much is asked too soon too often of too many people. 

We have been sold this economic model with our society expected to conform to 
it. The fabric of our nation, however, is being strained harder, with more “tears” 
widening in it than the drivers of this reengineering care to admit or let register. 
Even those of us who welcome immigration are left frustrated and worried as 
the system morphs into a monster exploited so easily by so many driven by 
aggrandizement exploiting weaknesses and the weak, all desperate and 
determined in self-interest, which feels very much like survival (because it often 
is, either of the family fortune, the poor back home depending on remittances, 
or the fate of lonely individuals a long way from “home.” Or all of them. TJB 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-number-of-international-students-now-exceeds-one-million-official/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-number-of-international-students-now-exceeds-one-million-official/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/topics/statistics-canada/

