
 
Comparing San Diego BEFORE with San Diego NOW:  
 

02 August 2022: “Washington Nationals traded LF Juan Soto and 1B Josh Bell 
to San Diego Padres for 1B Luke Voit, LHP MacKenzie Gore, SS C.J. Abrams, 
OF Robert Hassell III, OF James Wood and RHP Jarlin Susana.” 
 

07 Dec 2023: “The 25-year-old star was sent to the Bronx along with outfielder 
Trent Grisham for five players: catcher Kyle Higashioka and right-handed 
pitchers Michael King, Drew Thorpe, Jhony Brito and Randy Vásquez.”  
 
San Diego Lost     San Diego Gained 
 

1B Luke Voigt     C Kyle Higashioka 
 

LHP Mackenzie Gore    RHP Michael King 
 
SS C.J. Abrams     RHP Jhony Brito 
 

OF Robert Hassell III    RHP Randy Vasquez 
 

OF James Wood     RHP Drew Thorpe 
 

RHP Jarlin Susana 
 

OF Trent Grisham 
 

How all the young players (especially the pitchers) turn out, and how soon, will 
determine the verdict on San Diego’s “Juan Soto” venture. Is what the Padres 
ended up getting for Soto less than what they gave the Nationals because the 
Yankees get one less season of controllability with Juan? If the Yankees 
flounder again next season, and it becomes clear Soto won’t be staying in New 
York, his trade value will be greatly reduced next summer. 
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Indeed, the Padres did get good service out of Juan Soto, but this past season 
was a disappointment. Soto never brought them quite the power and average 
they needed from him, and his postseason performance was forgettable the 
previous year. More than most power hitters, you can nullify him just by not 
pitching to him because he will only swing at strikes: no Vladdy Sr. golfing a 
bounced pitch over the fence. Josh Bell’s time there amounted to very little in 
WAR terms. 
 

I am always only 95% impressed by high OBP numbers, that “good eye at the 
plate." Barry Bonds epitomized this, all those walks beyond the intentional 
ones. It’s safe to say that everything BB did on a diamond, he did it for Barry 
Bonds more than his team; even as his head ballooned on steroids, there still 
wasn’t room for anyone but “Barry Bonds” in it. I believe there were plenty of 
times when Bonds could have swung at a marginal pitch, a ball, and done 
something with it (advanced a runner, a “Tony Gwynn single” the other way, a 
sac fly)—he was masterful with a bat—that his team needed more than another 
walk putting him on an empty first base. But Barry Bonds was too busy being 
“Barry Bonds." 
 

A single does more than a walk: if there’s a runner on first, a walk moves him 
up to second, outs now possible at all three bases with no chance of scoring a 
run; a single likely moves him to third, where he can score even on a no-outs 
double play. Walks are the weakest “successful outcome” in hitting. 
 

Similarly, perhaps Juan takes too many walks too. But, maybe Juan hits the 
way he does because he isn’t as good at hitting any other way, i.e. being more 
of a free-swinger. (If Vladdy Sr. had tried to hit like Juan, with more restraint 
and plate discipline, he likely would have been a flop; he swung so easily 
because that was the only way he could hit anything given his makeup.) And if 
he bats in front of Aaron Judge, then Giancarlo Stanton (if he’s ever healthy 
and on-track), the value of a walk increases greatly. And Soto will get better 
pitches to hit. 
 

No hitting stat is sufficient in itself: each adds something others miss or don’t 
include properly. Even the old Batting AVG, neglected and downplayed now, 
includes things the likes of OBP and SLG, and therefore OPS,  miss; AVG is 
still the best start to judging a hitter: hits in AB’s that do something 
challenging the opposition defence. And WAR (Wins Above Replacement) may 
try to be the ultimate replacing all the rest, but no one can agree on how to 
definitively define it; it would seem each WAR still misses or misemphasizes 
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something. Such advanced stats that adjust for ballpark differences are a step 
forward, but like WAR, their utility declines the smaller the period of 
performance being examined. And, if you are going to spend your career at 
Coors Field or Yankee Stadium, you adjust your hitting approach to best match 
what your home stadium gives you (or takes away). 
 

Just something to consider if you have nothing better to do! 

 
Juan Soto: 1+ seasons: 52/162 + 162/162 = 1.32 seasons 
 

Josh Bell: 53/162 = 0.33 seasons 
 

 


