37 – Odds and Ends

In this last section of 1 Cor. 15, let’s look at the scripture and some “odds and ends” that touch our lives today.  

	1 Cor. 15:40,41
There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one kind, and the glory of the earthly is another.
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars, for star differs from star in glory.

Most of us live in cities where the glow of streetlamps, the changing colors of traffic lights, and flashing neon signs wash over the night, drowning out the stars above. When was the last time you truly looked up and saw the Milky Way stretching across the sky? For many, the answer is a distant memory—if it happened at all. This sea of artificial light, often called ‘light pollution,’ blocks our view and disconnects us from the hidden universe—one most of us never see.
[image: Free Starry Night Sky Image - Stars, Night, Sky | Download at StockCake]
The night sky is our window to the universe, of which our ‘third rock from the sun’ is a tiny part. There are innumerable objects which appear to differ in size, intensity, color and movement.  In contrast, there are also differences in earthly objects (plants, animals, mountains, oceans) that vary in size, substance and movement.  After the Rapture, our glory will be figuratively aligned with the heavenly bodies more than the earthly ones.  And just like the various heavenly bodies, we will not all have the same endowments.  What blessings each of us will be given will be determined by Christ’s rewards for our faithfulness to him in this life. 

	Dan, 12:3
Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the expanse of heaven; and those who turn many to righteousness will shine like the stars forever and ever.

The Reality of Death

	1 Cor. 15:42,43
[bookmark: _Hlk216779567]So it is with the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.
 	It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.

Death is an undeniable part of our human experience.  The Bible does not shy away from its harshness; instead, it speaks honestly about the process.  Death is not gentle – it is difficult and painful to witness.  For those who have been present at the passing of a loved one, the reality of physical decline and loss is deeply felt.   The gradual break down of the body – one organ failing after another reminds us that death was never part of God’s original design for humanity.  We were not made for this, much like a fish is not made to walk on land.  

There is no honor in death’s physical effects.  Even the strongest and most accomplished among us are humbled by its realities.  As life fades, strength and vibrancy give way to weakness - physically, mentally, and spiritually.  Cosmetics and drugs may offer ways to mask or deny these truths, but fighting against this reality only leads to self-deception.

Why does God speak so plainly about corruption, dishonor and weakness?  Because acknowledging the truth sets us free.  Too often, we avoid or suppress these realities, forgetting the hope we have in the Rapture.  The promise is not just that we will be raised, but that we will be transformed – into incorruption, glory, and power.  When we truly believe this, we can accept the marks of aging as milestones on our journey to eternity.  Where we will be going, wrinkles and weaknesses will be replaced by everlasting life.  The transformation God promises is far greater than any cosmetic change or “face-lift” - it will be a “Whole Life-Lift” that awaits us.  

Cheat the Reaper

Death is in our future - if Christ tarries.  If Christ comes back today, we that are alive escape the ‘Grim Reaper’.  That’s one major difference between the future resurrections and the Rapture for the Church of Grace (or the Gathering Together as some prefer to call it).  In the Rapture not all participants are dead.  Some are alive.  

	1 Thess. 4:15-17 (Boldface and underlining added)
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a loud command, with the voice of a ruling angel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
[bookmark: _Hlk217042988]Then we who are alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up together with them in the clouds, for a meeting with the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.

Paul described living believers as "we" and deceased ones as "them," expressing hope that Christ would soon unite both groups in the Rapture. Although Paul’s expectation of an immediate Rapture was unmet then, his distinction remains valid: whenever Christ returns, the scripture accurately applies to both past and present believers.

The church epistles do not use "resurrection" to describe the Rapture, likely because some participants will still be alive, making the term inaccurate. God appears to reserve "resurrection" for events involving only the dead. This marks a distinction between the Rapture and the other resurrections in scripture. Details about the Rapture are found exclusively in the Church epistles, as it was a mystery revealed to Paul by God.  

	1 Cor. 15:51-54
	Look! I tell you a sacred secret: we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed.
In a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet, for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
Now when this corruptible puts on incorruptibility, and this mortal puts on immortality, then the word that has been written will be brought to pass: Death has been swallowed up in victory.

See the two groups?  “Those who sleep” figurative refers to those dead in Christ.  They are called the “corruptibles”.  Why?  Because that’s what they have been doing - corrupting.  The second group are those alive at the Rapture.  They are called the “mortals” – those alive but subject to death.  Notice it says that all participants are “changed”, not “resurrected”.  Those living need no resurrection, but they certainly need and will get “changing”.  After the “changing”, the dead group are called “incorruptible” and the alive group are called “immortals”.  The difference is only in perspective.  One name emphasizes the “deathless” aspect of the new body while “incorruptible” highlights the new body’s inability to degrade.  The point is, we will be “Eternal life with legs”!  Both alive and dead Christians are headed to the same place – eternal life with Christ.  No hell, or perishing, or Purgatory, or Limbo, or reincarnation as a worm, or eternal oblivion.  We will be equipped with new spirit-powered bodies and together with Christ forever!  

	1 Cor. 15:43-46
	It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.
It is sown a soul body, it is raised a spiritual body. Since there is a soul body, there is also a spiritual one.
So also it is written, the first man, Adam, became a living soul. The last Adam has become a life-giving spirit.
But the spiritual is not first, on the contrary, the soul body is; after that is the spiritual.
Soul-Body and Spirit-Body

The body we have today is called a 'soul-body,' which means it is brought to life by the soul. I have a friend who works as an artist for television shows and movies. He started out as a cartoonist at a local newspaper and eventually joined a major entertainment company, where his job was to make cartoon characters appear lively and animated. His official title is "Animator." By bringing two-dimensional art to life, he made characters move and express personality. For example, Sponge Bob isn't a real being, but rather a cartoon character animated to look and behave as if alive. This process of animation turns what is lifeless into something that appears living.   

When we see a corpse, we see a human body with no soul life, no animation, no breath, no movement, no personality.  These are some of the characteristics of soul life.  What is soul life?  The Bible doesn’t define it, but we know it well because we must have this type of life now or we couldn’t read this.  We are alive now – we move, we think, we feel – with soul life.  

	Gen. 2:7
And Yahweh God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.

Adam’s body was originally animated by soul life, which all humans inherit. Our behaviors and limitations stem from this animating force, restricting us physically—such as by gravity or objects not sharing the same space. These boundaries aren’t permanent; they rely on the nature of our animating life. Jesus’ resurrected body showed that when this life changes, so do its constraints.  His new resurrected body was no longer animated by soul life. It was powered by spirit.  Now some were confused after Jesus’ resurrection and thought because he acted without the usual limitations, that he was no longer a human but a spirit – a being without any physical substance.  Jesus refuted that idea. 

	Luke 24:36-43
And as they spoke these things, he himself [Jesus] stood in the midst of them, and said to them, “Peace be to you.”
 	But they were terrified and frightened, and thought they were seeing a spirit.
And he said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you can see that I have.”
	And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
And while they still did not believe for joy, and were amazed, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
	And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish.
 	And he took it and ate it in their presence.

The resurrected Jesus had a body, but it was powered by God’s spirit, no longer soul.  What is God’s spirit?  Who knows?  We have it now (assuming you’re born again) and we have no clue.  Its essence is outside of our senses ability to comprehend it, but we know it like we do soul life – from its effects.  The manifestations of the spirit bear witness to their source.  In the future, the spirit within us will be more than just “in us”.  It will be “powering us”.  We will not be “spirits”, but new and improved humans with new bodies made from … what?  

New Star Dust?

	1 Cor. 15:47-49
	The first man is of the earth, made of dust; the second man is of heaven.
Like the one made of dust, so too are those who are of the dust; and like the heavenly man, so too will be the heavenly ones.
And just as we have borne the image of the man made of dust, we will also bear the image of the heavenly man.

What is the ‘dust’ of which humans consist?  What are our bodies’ elemental components?

1. Oxygen (O): ~65% (mostly in water)
2. Carbon (C): ~18.5% (basis of organic molecules)
3. Hydrogen (H): ~9.5% (in water, organic molecules)
4. Nitrogen (N): ~3.3% (in proteins, DNA) 

Essential Minerals (Macrominerals) (The following makes up roughly 0.85% of body mass and are crucial for structure and function. 

5. Calcium (Ca)
6. Phosphorus (P)
7. Potassium (K)
8. Sulfur (S)
9. Sodium (Na)
10. Chlorine (Cl)
11. Magnesium (Mg)
 
Our current body is made of relatively common earthly elements.  Will the next spirit-powered body be made of the same stuff or also … heavenly elements - ones yet unknown to us.  “Rare Heavenly Minerals”?  Skin from Saturn?  Veins from Venus?  Muscles from Mars?  Shoulders from Sirius?  Joints from Jupiter?  (Don’t ask about Uranus!)       

Could it be when Christ returns, he brings the heavenly “clay” for our new spiritual “vessels”?  Could it be that these new materials combined with our new spiritual “powerplant” propel our bodies to break their previous restraints?  Supersonic travel? Almost instantaneous bodily decomposition and ‘recomposition’?  Seemingly instantaneous transport?  Surprising strength? Amazing brain?  No more warts or farts?!  

	1 Cor. 2:9
But as it is written, Things that no eye has seen, and no ear has heard, and which have not come up into the heart of man, God prepared those things for those who love him.

What unknown wonders await those graced by God!  

	1 Cor. 15:54-57
Now when this corruptible puts on incorruptibility, and this mortal puts on immortality, then the word that has been written will be brought to pass: Death has been swallowed up in victory.
 	O Death, where is your victory? O Death, where is your sting?
	The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin comes from the law,
	but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Gifts and Rewards

One of the greatest lessons we Christians must learn is that all good things are a gift from God.  Can we ‘earn’ a new spirit-powered body?  Can we ‘deserve’ eternal life?  Can we achieve a pardon from the ultimate enemy of humanity, death?  Are you kidding?  All these things are so beyond us it’s absurd!  God “gives us the victory”.  It’s a gift.  And as we realize this, we cease striving and start going with God’s flow – His plan from the beginning – the “Family Plan” – His Family.  We are walk-on cast members of his family movies, that perhaps He will one day proudly project on the clouds for all to see.  We are blessed members of the Church of Grace, Christ’s gathering of those who looked to him.  We are saved, not by the skin of our teeth, but by the skin of Christ’s flesh that was beaten in our place and restored by his (and our) Father.  This current life is a gift to us.  The next life will also be a gift to us.  But our rewards in the next life are not a gift, but a bountiful return to us as we live and work now as a reflection of His grace toward us.  

	1 Cor. 15:58
[bookmark: _Hlk217377594]So then, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
 
Chapter 15 began with the questions, “Are the dead raised?” and “Is there life after death?”  Those questions have been convincingly answered, “Yes!”  The chapter ends with the implied question, “Are there rewards in eternity?”  The Bible couldn’t be clearer.  

	Rom. 14:11,12
For it is written, As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will confess to God.
 	So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
	
Every person who was given the gift of life from God will answer to Him for what they did with that gift.  The Church of Grace – those saved by Christ from Pentecost to the Rapture – will not be judged for sins and eternal death because Jesus took that judgment in our place.  Praise God!  Nevertheless, we will still answer for our lives for good works and rewards.  

	2 Cor, 5:10
For we must all appear and be exposed before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be repaid for the things done in the body, according to what he has made a practice of doing, whether good or evil.  

Will we have rewards?  Only God and each of us can answer that question for ourselves.  For those who aren’t “steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” the answer is “No”.  For those who “sometime do the work of the Lord”, the answer is “some rewards”.  For those who are “steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” the answer is “abounding rewards”.   God’s will is for each of us to “win the lottery” – to shine brightly for eternity by living for Christ fully now.  

The only question left is, “What do we want?”  
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