






Around our house the standing joke / question is, “Where is …?” 

and no matter what it is we laugh and say, “It’s in a box 

someplace.”  We have successfully moved all of Doug’s things to 

our new house in Soddy-Daisy, and we are working on my stuff 

here at the parsonage, and some things are in Soddy-Daisy and 

some things are on a U-Haul going down today, and much more 

will be picked up by the movers on Monday, and many things 

won’t make the trip with us but will find a new home.  We are a 

living metaphor for the Kingdom of God, in that it is the “already 

but not yet”. The Kingdom is already here (per Jesus) but it is not 

fulfilled yet. We are already paying a mortgage and utilities and 

even have some stuff there, we are already at Soddy-Daisy, but 

not fully there yet.  

Where is….? 



“I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or 

that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess 

that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, 

dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on 

this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what 

lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive 

the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is 

calling us.  (Phillippians 3:12-14, NLT)

It’s a bit confusing sometimes when we hear that the Kingdom of God is 

here and now, it is “already, but not yet.”  I think it’s easier to understand 

when we think of it in terms of our own spiritual lives as Christians. We are 

a “Christian” when we accept Christ as our Savior but we are not 

completely Christ-like. John Wesley called this “going onto perfection”. For 

most of us, we won’t love completely like Jesus does, this side of Heaven. 

We can also be described as  “already, but not yet”. 

So how is your journey to perfection going? Some day’s we are on top of 

the mountain, we feel close to God, our hearts are right with self and 

neighbor, loving seems to come easy. Other days, well we look like the 

picture above, all our spiritual boxes come tumbling down and we stumble 

and fall. The good news is, God never gives up on us, God keeps giving us 

grace and strength for our journey, until we are fully home or the Kingdom 

comes on earth as it is in Heaven.

Back to packing. I pray you have a great day and you know your “Where 

is…” is in Jesus. 

Shalom

Rhonda
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Annual Conference
The Holston Annual Conference will 
take place May 31 – June 3, 2026, at 
the Lake Junaluska Conference and 

Retreat Center.
Scan to read





Connect with Colonial Heights online by just scanning the QR code or visiting 

us at: chumcknox.com 

If you do not have internet, and would like a print copy of the message, 

please contact Pastor Rhonda.

Please utilize our Post Office Box address when mailing correspondence. The 

post office provides safety for all of our correspondence received until we are able to 

retrieve it. The post office box has its own zip code of 37940. Please mail to:

Colonial Heights UMC, P O Box 9876, Knoxville TN 37940

Additionally, we now offer a new online method of Giving. From our website, you can 

GIVE directly to the church via our partnership with Vanco. It is safe & quick and allows 

you to contribute to multiple funds at one time.

Reserving the Church Pavilion & Fellowship Hall

If you’d like to reserve the Church Pavilion for a private function, please contact the 

church office—email is preferred, but phone calls are welcome. Reservations are 

limited to members or affiliated non-members (regular attendees).


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8

