
Here comes June 2026! 

Next Step Ministries is now with us and 

will be with us for the next 10 weeks. 

Please pray for their ministries and the 

well-being of their staff and campers.

We will be transitioning pastors as 

Rhonda Hobbs completes her season 

with us on Sunday June 21st and then 

we welcome our new pastor Carmel 

Day and her husband Casey on 

Sunday, July 5th.

An exciting Summer for Colonial 

Heights awaits!!







You Don’t Have to be Big to Bloom 

If you ever have the chance to go to the United Methodist Retreat Center at Lake 

Junaluska Assembly in North Carolina, one of the first sights you will see is the 

Rose Walk. For the first half of the walk, you don’t have to stop to smell the roses, 

the fragrance comes to you. Each year at Annual Conference I am amazed at not 

only the smell, but all the different colors, sizes, and shapes of roses in the 

garden. The beauty of the vibrant pink and yellow Peace Rose, the deep rich pink 

of the Queen Elizabeth Rose, there was even an orange rose! (Sorry guys, it 

wasn’t UT orange ) 

One year I watched as the gardener and her assistants gently pruned just the right 

branch from each bush along the path. How carefully and painstakingly she 

tended to each bush. Each bush was watered with just the right amount of water. 

Each type of rose was given the right kind of fertilizer for its variety. Each petal 

dusted for bugs. With all that attention no wonder they thrive and bloom! 

Then I saw it, among the big 3-4 foot high bushes, there it was, a tiny rose bush, 

less than a foot high! Yet even though it was so small in height, it was covered in 

roses! Dozens of big, beautiful blood red roses, on this little bitty plant. I thought 

to myself, “Well I don’t guess you have to be big to bloom!” And the Spirit replied, 

“No, you don’t, do you?” And the face of little children came to my mind. 

Are we nourishing the souls of the little ones in our midst? Giving them the right 

nourishment for their roots and water for their souls so that even though they are 

small they will bloom for God’s Kingdom?  People often say, “Children and youth 

are the future of the church.” Well that’s not completely true. Children and youth 

are the church NOW. They generate life, energy, fun, creativity, excitement, and 

their own unique wisdom and insights that the church needs.  

I hope this writing is familiar, it is a repeat from 2023 but something we need to 

remember often. Children and youth are the church today. Jesus calls us to bring 

the good news to the little ones. I want to thank everyone who is giving love,

 leadership, and support to our children and youth. We are blessed beyond 

measure to watch our youth and children blooming right before our eyes as they 

discover ways to serve our church and community!

Blessings to bloom where you are planted!

Rhonda

“But Jesus called for them and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not 

stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter 

it." -- Luke 18:17-18, NRSV
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Scan to read

Scan to watch video

Annual Conference
The Holston Annual Conference will 
take place May 31 – June 3, 2026, at 
the Lake Junaluska Conference and 

Retreat Center.
Scan to read

After 41 years of ministry, the Rev. 

Kim Goddard will be recognized 

along with other clergy retirees at 

Holston Annual Conference on 

June 2. Her commentary appears 

with other retiree reflections in the 

Annual Conference

Worship Book.

Church's clever 

sign messages 

spread joy and 

keep the faith





Connect with Colonial Heights online by just scanning the QR code or visiting 

us at: chumcknox.com 

If you do not have internet, and would like a print copy of the message, 

please contact Pastor Rhonda.

Please utilize our Post Office Box address when mailing correspondence. The 

post office provides safety for all of our correspondence received until we are able to 

retrieve it. The post office box has its own zip code of 37940. Please mail to:

Colonial Heights UMC, P O Box 9876, Knoxville TN 37940

Additionally, we now offer a new online method of Giving. From our website, you can 

GIVE directly to the church via our partnership with Vanco. It is safe & quick and allows 

you to contribute to multiple funds at one time.

Reserving the Church Pavilion & Fellowship Hall

If you’d like to reserve the Church Pavilion for a private function, please contact the 

church office—email is preferred, but phone calls are welcome. Reservations are 

limited to members or affiliated non-members (regular attendees).
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