OBYC Navigator
A PICYA

Club

Commodore’s Corner...Stephanie Duhau-Sims
As I look back at pictures from the beginning mend Ox Bow Yacht Club and make sure you
of the year to now, so much has happened al- post pictures of your sea adventures.
ready this year personally but also in the yacht
We had our first Cruise out of the year at the
club business. Since John Sims
Benicia Yacht Club for our Valentine’s
handed the gavel to me at the
Day “Pamper your Partner” theme.
Change of Watch on January
Jennifer Neumann did a fantastic job
12th, I already have learned so
organizing everything from the marina
much. But what has warmed
reservations to the several activities
my heart the most has been the
from massages to couple pottery, The
support I have been receiving
rain tried to put a damper on the
from everyone.
cruise but our cruisers decided that if
John has been a great source of
we couldn’t come by boat, we would
wisdom, and has taken his job
stay in the local hotels, and while most
of webmaster very seriously. He has been able of us invaded the Union Hotel and the Inn
to get our website and Facebook page to the nearby, only Loren and Marvell French get the
21st century without additional cost. The web- award from the bravest cruisers as they
site looks fabulous and is much easier to man- cruised out on their boat.
age and update the calendar of events, comIn March, we went to our sponsor club San
municate with potential members etc. Please
Joaquin Yacht Club to celebrate St Patrick’s
thank John when you see him, as I know he
Day. San Joaquin sponsored us on March 17th
has spent a considerable amount of time to
1980, so this cruise is always a special time for
modify it and make it look very professional
us, the food is always great and the company
and inviting. Also take the time to go and visit
always fun.
our new website AND Facebook page, recomOX BOW YACHT CLUB 2019 FLAG OFFICERS
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(…) During our first meeting of
the year, I shared my vision to
build on our legacy of Ox Bow
being such a known entity in the
Yacht Club business to get back
to our roots and attract new
members. It became clear to me
as I built the budget for this year,
that we HAVE to grow our membership as our membership dues
primarily allow us to pay for our
running expenses, main one being our insurance. We have money in the bank but we don’t have
much wiggle room if we don’t
grow our membership. We discussed having safety events that
would pair as recruiting events,
doing raffles to collect potential
members information and our
directors contacting them to invite them at our cruises. The PICYA COTY points are really important to me because being a
recognized Yacht Club with PICYA
is an badge of honor as it allows
to show that we are an active
Yacht Club in recreational
boating. This is how we continue
building our legacy. Anyone can
create a Yacht club, keeping it
alive and active requires effort.
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Obtaining the required number
of points to be a 5 star club even
though not impossible for our
size would require a lot of effort.
However there are MANY things
we can do, and participating in
Opening Day will gift us the most
points. There are many options
to participate on the Delta and I
attached several fliers under the
PICYA section. Last year we obtained 147 points and I do think
we can get to at least 200 to
reach 3 stars this year, lets put all
our efforts, ideas and go have fun
on the water.

Rear Commodore’s Corner..Rich Harrington
Treasurer
Francesca Smith
Duty & Appointed Officers
Directors
Marvel French
Patti Harrington

Secretary:
Laura Cevello
Newsletter:
Stephanie Duhau
Webmaster:
John Sims

CLUB CONTACT
INFORMATION

Commodore
@oxbowyachtclub.com

August 2005 Patti and I bought
our first boat. As we sat and admired all of the different instruments that we now owned we
just looked at each other and
said what in the hell are we doing we have no idea what all of
this stuff is!!!! After Patti put all
of her nice touches into our adventure and sat down
with me to enjoy a
nice warm afternoon sitting on our
boat all tied up
tight to its safe slip
I looked her in the
eyes and said well
let’s start this
thing up and take it out of the
slip! Patti’s answer was priceless
“Why would we do something
like that!”

that we had chosen. If all of us
just take a few moments and
think about the skills that we
have all learned in so many
fields from mechanical to navigation to why that dam head
will not stop running we should
just pat ourselves on the back
and realize these
are but just a few of
the victories we
have learned from
the accumulated
knowledge from
many friends that
we have met along
the way.

I was able to be on
the Flag from 2010 through
2014 and had some of the
greatest years of my life. Patti
and I want to help our Officers
and our current members bring
That is how Patti and I started in boaters into this family so that
this crazy adventure called
they can also enjoy what we all
boating. Through the early years have these past years. My job
we right away realized that we for the Club is to bring in new
need to join a Yacht Club in or- members this year. Mac Smith
der to become educated on the and Jim Marshall are on my
world we knew nothing about. Membership committee and we
OBYC was the teacher that we are going to do our best to bring
joined and over the years we
new couples into our Club that
have entertained many people want to learn while cruising.
as they have watched the Harrington’s learning the skills and
knowledge of this new life style
3

Rear Commodore’s Corner...Rich Harrington Cont’d
Everyone in this club is really part of the
Membership Committee and all of you need
to be ready to introduce quality people to the
Club. Remember this Club is not tied to a brick
and mortar building, we are not a restaurant
that has to serve people dinner and we do not
have to spend our weekends working in a
kitchen!! This Club is for cruising and we need
to promote that aspect of boating.

I want everyone to know that I will be thinking
outside of the box this year. Some of my ideas
might meet with some push back and that is
fine but my goal is to help our Flag build a
stronger Club in the next three years.
Let’s all get ready to start making some memories.

When we’re out cruising you will notice the red cross flag flying on one of the boats. Most
likely, it will be on Safety Officer Jim Marshall’s boat. But it could be on another vessel if Jim
and Gail are not there. It is important that everyone knows what it means. This is the location of the club’s AED (Automated External De-fibrillator) and also our Trauma Kit. Our Trauma Kit is the same kind that fire fighters carry and our AED is top-of-the-line. We don’t like
to think that one of us will need first aid attention but we need to be prepared. So that is
the meaning of our red cross flag!
At the OBYC Board Meeting on February 16, 2019 Rear Commodore,
Rich Harrington, suggested a combined new membership drive and fire
extinguisher certification event to be held on a future date to be determined. Rich had spoken with a fire extinguisher service business owner who offered to come to a yacht club event to inspect and refill boat
fire extinguishers and to demonstrate the proper use of the various fire
extinguisher types. During the Board discussion it was also suggested that we try to arrange for USCG boat safety annual inspections by
a certified inspector. I will be working with Rich to pull together the
details of this proposed safety event which will likely be held at
B&W Resort Marina.
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RBOC Corner

PICYA Corner

For more information, go to www.rboc.org

For more information, go to www.picya.org
Bring a boat to the Regional Opening Day and get 10
COTY points, get the boat decorated to the theme by
youth and get another 10 points! Below are 4 options
on 3 different days, no excuses not to get the kiddos,
having fun and decorate the boat and go for a boat
ride!
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Matt Neumann receiving the Member
of the Year Award on behalf of Dan
Borges.
The real Dan Borges holding his well
deserved Member of the Year Award

Walt Vance winner of the Free Haul
Out given by Delta Boat Works

Kelvin Jackson, General Manager of
Delta Boat Works proudly displaying
the Award of Appreciation from Oxbow Yacht Club
Linda Gordon and Jennifer
Neumann both inducted into
the International Order of the
Blue Gavel
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Steve Hand
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Linda Breninger

1/16

Mac Smith

3/17

Pat Hand

1/22

Sharon Craven-Soden

3/28

Steve Basuino

2/21

Doug Tucker
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Walt Vance

2/28

Patti Harrington

4/16

Annette Borges

3/4

Matt Neumann

4/24

Dave Breninger
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5/20

Rich Harrington

5/21

Stephanie Duhau

5/27

John Sims

6/5

Art Tankersley

6/15

Jim Marshall

6/28

Judy Vance

6/30

Don Webb

Change of Watch January 12th 2019
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PICYA Commodore’s Ball 2019

Pamper Your Partner Cruise to Benicia
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St Patrick’s Day Cruise Out

9

10

