
1

Beehive A’s—Th e Model A Club of Northern Utah

February 2025

Rumble Seat
Review

Beehive A’s is a Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of AmericaBeehive A’a is a Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America



2

President:
Heidi Pitkin.....itsthepits5@gmail.com
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Keb Leete....kleete@comcast.com
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Jim Brown....na7gjim@msn.com
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Bill Wiser....bill.wiser@wiservision.com
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Henry Dominguez....dominguezh2@aol.com
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Brian Gough
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Ron Lucero

2025 Officers

Club Community 
Corner

Cover photo: Interior of a 1931 Model AA 
passenger bus. Can’t you just smell the new leather 
seat covers! (From the Collections of The Henry Ford)

	 Welcome to February. As the days get a little 
longer and warmer, we can all start to make plans 
for the coming Club season. As we discussed in last 
month’s meeting, we, as a board, are working toward 
more member involvement..., starting with this col-
umn. Instead of being “The President’s Message” as 
in years past, we are changing the name to the Club 
Community Corner. This is just a step to open all 
avenues of communication and participation to the 
entire club. We would like to invite anyone who would 
like to write for this corner in the future to feel free to 
publish an article. We would like to feature multiple 
contributors. This would be open to any current mem-
ber of the club that wishes to participate. 
	 In addition to opening the Club Community 
Corner, we would also like to now include a column 
for an op-ed type of contribution. We really appreciate 
the contributions of the members and would like to 
encourage all members to offer input. Another way we 
have discussed to benefit the club members is the want 
adds section at the end of the newsletter. For those 
unfamiliar with this aspect of the newsletter, it offers 
space to post parts needed or a section with items for 
sale. Who knows there might just be the hard-to-find 
part you have been searching for on someone’s back 
shelf. All newsletter contributions should be submit-
ted via email to Henry Dominguez.
	 An additional encouragement is overall mem-
ber participation. If you know members that have not 
been attending the monthly meetings, reach out to 
them, and remind them of date, time, and location. 
Along with that effort let’s not forget to extend this 
effort to other car fanatics. Ownership of a Model A 
is not a requirement to participate or to join the club. 
Most of us are acquainted with individuals who have a 
passion for automobiles, often equaling or surpassing 
our own enthusiasm. An additional way to increase 
the participation factor is to sign up as a volunteer 
for club activities. When the clipboards are circulated 

during the meeting, please consider volunteering your 
skills. Opportunities include leading a tour, giving a 
tech talk for the month, assisting with a garage day, or 
supporting other initiatives where you can contribute 
effectively. Your assistance is needed and very much 
appreciated. 
	 Here’s to a great spring, wonderful driving 
season, and many happy miles for all of the club 
members. We, as a board, are excited to see what the 
coming year holds in store and the opportunities for 
all of us to serve each other, the community, and the 
preservation of Model A heritage.

—Keb Leete
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Next Meeting:

Monday, February 10, 2025 at 7:00 PM

Pleasant Valley Library
5568 South Adams Ave

Washington Terrace, Utah

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Woody Bird Jr., who lives in Pleasant Grove, Utah, has many Model A parts for sale, such as motors, transmis-
sions, intake and exhaust manifolds, front and rear springs, shifters, wheels, even and a Model T chassis. His 
phone is 385-419-8805. 

Mike Bachman has two 1930 Model A chassis for sale. Please call him at 801-430-0583.

Steve Nailer is liquidating cars. Please reach out to Dave Spinden for more information. His phone number is: 
801-745-5327

CARS & PARTS

Rex Butterfield
Rodney Cox
Val Fisher
Ron Lucero
Mike Nichols
Lisi Weiser
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Anyone interested in an Editorship?

Ed Tolman, the president ot the Model A Ford 
Club of America (MAFCA), is looking for a new 
editor for the Club’s digital newsletter called “Th e 
Flying Quail.” It comes out on a bi-monthly basis, 
on even months, opposite the “Restorer” magazine.

If you go to the following website, you will be 
able to see an example of this newsletter:

mafca.com/fl ying-quail/

If you are interested in this position, or know 
somebody who might me, please contact Ed:

Ed Tolman
edtolman@gmail.com

(909)573-2125

Tech Talk Schedule
February:   Ray Wheelwright, Tools
March:    Mike Nichols, Generators
April:    Dan Johnson, Suspension

May:  Dennis Th ompson, Two-Tooth Steering Box Adjustment
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A “flapper” driving her 1930 Model 
A  Roadster in and around Dearborn, 
Michigan, stops to talk to her friend. The 
handsome building with the tall smoke 
stack in the background is the power 
plant for Henry Ford’s Greenfield Village 
& Henry Ford Museum. The building still 
stands today.
(From the Collections of The Henry Ford)

5



6

Global Position System
1924 Style
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The Global Positioning System (GPS) 
that we have on our modern cars today 
makes it easy (most of the time at least) to 
get from point “A” to point “B” and any-
where in between. Punch in the address 
that you want to go to, then “directions,” 
and voila! the computerized systems begins 
telling you how to get where you want to go, 
and a map on the display screen shows you 
how to get there.

It’s ironic, however, that in this modern 
age we actually need such a system, when 
we have modern roads, signage, and 
accurate maps. Wouldn’t it have been great 
to have a GPS system back in the day when 
our Model As were new, when there were 
few roads poorly marked, and services far 
and few between. Well, they did..., sort of.

A while ago, I was visiting our good 
friends Rudy Eilander and Karen Stoker, 
and Karen showed me a most interesting 
book indeed. When I read the title, “Auto-
mobile Blue Book,” I immediately thought 
it was a copy of the “Kelly Blue Book” of 
used car values that we are familiar with. 
It wasn’t. It was a “Blue Book” alright, but 
instead of having used car prices in it, it was, 
essentially, the GPS system of 1924!

The Blue Book  consisted of four 
volumes: Vol. 1 for the northeast; Vol. 2 for 
the southeast; Vol. 3 for the Midwest; and 
Vol. 4 (which is shown at the left) for the 
western United States. It’s laid out by Route 
number, starting with Route 1, which goes 
from Denver to Colorado Springs, and 
ends on Route 720 (page 682) from Glacier 
Park Station to Cut Bank, Montana. This all 
seems chaotic and arbitrary until you realize 
that a map is missing from the book. When 
new, each of the Blue Book volumes had a 
large, fold-out map to allow you to get your 
bearings.

What you would do would be to unfold 
the map, locate where you were on the map 
and where you wanted to go, and the coor-
dinates on the map would indicate which 
route or routes you needed to take. From 

there, you would find the route number in 
the book, and it would give you directions.

Keep in mind that the “Routes” 
mentioned in this book are NOT road or 
highway numbers, but simply numbers 
attached to the directions created by the 
Blue Book editors. And those directions 
consist of landmarks, building sites, and 
geographic formations. Miss one of them 
and you’ll end up miles out of your way, 
lost, or stranded. Unlike today, where you 
can simply use your cell phone and call 
for assistance, back in 1924, if you ended 
up lost, it could result in catastrophic 
consequences.

It’s not known how all of these routes 
were devised, but somebody must have 
driven all these routes and wrote down how 
they got from “A” to “B”—quite an endeavor 
indeed.

Since many of us went on a tour to Ely, 
Nevada, last year, I decided to use that 
location to see how it would direct us from 
Ogden to Ely. Since I didn’t have the map to 
help me, I leafed through the book until I 
found Salt Lake City. It was on page 214. But 
the first thing on that page was and explana-
tion as to how to get from Salt Lake City to 
Ogden on Route 141. But then right below 
that information, it say, to go from Ogden to 
Salt Lake City, “reverse Route 141”!

How simple is that?!
You can see all of the directions of this 

first leg on pages 8 and 9, but it starts you 
out at 25th Street and Washing Ave. It says 
that there is a concrete highway all the way 
from Ogden to Salt Lake City. “It traverses a 
flourishing agricultural community, offering 
magnificent views of the Wasatch range and 
the Great Salt Lake in the distance.”

Then we have to go to page 205, which 
explains how we get from Salt Lake City to 
Gold Hill, Utah, on Route 130. 

From Gold Hill, we are then directed to 
take Route 131 to Ely. Then, about 13 miles 
out of Gold Hill, make sure you pass Sheri-
dan’s store! Then 100 miles later, you arrive 
in Ely!
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Route 141 explains how to get 
from Salt Lake City to Ogden. 
If you wanted to go from 
Ogden to Salt Lake City, take 
Route 141-R, which means 
Route 141 in reverse. Simple 
enough!
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The Lincoln Highway Garage, the Ford dealership in Ely, Nevada, 
ca. 1924—the same year this Automobile Blue Book was published. 
“Ely, Nevada,” the book says, “is practically the only large town 
between Salt Lake City and Reno on the Lincoln Highway. A splendid 
free camping ground is maintained for use of tourists.”

While this was a few years before our Model As came out, the 
scene and the dirt roads were probably the same. (Editor’s photo)
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Route 130 would take you 
from Salt Lake City to Gold 
Hill, Utah, a tiny town  
almost 150 miles west. It 
would take you through 
Magna, Garfield, Tooele, 
Stockton, and Orr’s Ranch, 
which was not a town, but a 
ranch! Bring plenty of gas, 
water, tires and patches..., 
and FOOD!
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The last leg of your arduous 
journey was from Gold Hill 
to Ely, a 112-mile trip. In the 
Blue Book’s instructions, it says 
to check the accuracy of your 
speedometer and odometer, 
because they measured the 
distances between landmarks 
to help keep you on track. 
Obviously, if your equipment 
did not match theirs, you could 
and probably would waste a lot 
of time locating certain points 
along the way.

Note the ad for the Lincoln 
Highway Garage at the bottom 
of page 131. This facility, like all 
Ford dealerships located almost 
everywhere throughout the 
country, was a sight for sore and 
tired eyes of a Model T or Model 
A driver. In fact, this is one of the 
reasons Ford Motor Company 
became so successful—the Ford 
owner knew he or she could get 
service just about anywhere.

Thanks to Rudy and Karen 
for sharing this remarkable bit 
of automotive history with us. It 
shows just how far we have come 
in the past 100 years.
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Sponsors


