




Jesus wept." 

The shortest verse in the "bible. 

The occasion was at the tomb of Jesus' dear friend Lazarus, brother of Mary 
and Martha. When Jesus saw the weeping and mourning of the family and 
those gathered there, He was deeply moved and He wept. We miss it in our 
English translations, but the original Greek word "wept" here means "shed a 
tear". Was it sorrow for those who had lost their loved one, or the pain that 
death itself brings that moved Jesus? We only know what scripture tells us, 
that when Jesus saw the mourning of the people, it moved Him deeply and 
He shed tears.

There is another time we are told Jesus wept. 

"As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it, saying, 'Oh 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem...if you, even you, had only known on this day what 
would bring you peace, but now it is hidden from your eyes...'"(Luke 19:41)
The original Greek word for "wept" used here is defined as, "to weep, to wail, 
lament; implying not only the shedding of tears, but also every external 
expression of grief." 

What caused Jesus His greatest anguish, weeping and lamentation was not 
the death of His beloved friend Lazarus; although sorrowful Jesus knew He 
would see Him again. But these gut-wrenching tears from our Lord that first 
Palm Sunday were for those people who were lost and didn't even know it. 
You can almost hear, as He approached the city that fateful week...
...the breaking of God's heart.

As we celebrate Palm Sunday joyfully (as we should), let us also remember 
that we enter on holy ground.

The week when our Lord's heart broke.
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