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Trentoner Donauschwaben Nachrichten 

Vereinigung der Donauschwaben  

127 Route 156,  Yardvi l le,  NJ 08620 

Points of  
Interest 

¶ Neuschwanstein, Germany, exten-
sive palace complex. is a main site 
seeing location in all of Germany. 

¶ King Ludwig II of Bavaria started 
itôs construction in 1869. It was 
never fully completed as he died in 
1886 and never lived in it. 

¶ It is located at the foothills of the 
Alps near the Austrian border. The 
palace is located above the town of 
Hohenschwangau. 

¶ Over 61 million people have visited 
the complex since 1869. 

¶ Lakes Alpsee and Schwansee are 
nearby and are visible from the cas-
tle. The castle served as the inspira-
tion for Disneyland's Sleeping Beau-
ty Castles.  

¶ Our newsletters are copyrighted É 
2024. All rights reserved.  Source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Neuschwanstein_Castle 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Happy 68th Anniversary to Us! 
  
  
 Our 68th "Stiftungsfest" (Founder's Day/
Anniversary Celebration) was quite a feast. The event began 
with homemade hors d'oevres by our wonderful head chef 
Hubert Pinkerton and his team of volunteers! Hubert also 
displayed his culinary talents and expertise with a delicious 
meal consisting of soup and salad for starters, followed by 
outstanding chicken and pork Schnitzel, homemade Spaetzle, 

vegetables, and a delightful dessert, Chocolate Mocha Cake, by Kim Walter and her daughters.  
 A short program followed with Anna (Martini) Walls as our MC. Anna gave a beautiful 
presentation of how our Club evolved over the years. To quote Anna "If you are a club that has sur-
vived and thrived for 68 years, solely on the good will and support of volunteers, members and 
friends, then it does start to count as something special. In fact, one can look at our clubôs almost 
seven decades of existence as a triumph of some of the very best attributes of the human condition, 
including selflessness, generosity, and kindness. Add to these a pride in oneôs cultural heritage plus 
the not quite so uniquely German desire to eat, drink and be merry and it pretty well sums up where 
we are today! We can all be proud of the fact that this club of ours has done it all, from German 
schools, folks dance groups, and outdoor activities of every type, to auto shows, mass media, and 
delicious dinners month after month after month. We even hosted the National Treffen just two short 
years ago that was second to none we are told. Yes, there are challenges, good people, but here we 
are still enjoying ourselves with a wonderful multi-generational mix of people just as we always 
have. So today, we say thank you to those who make this event and every other activity possible and 
look forward to another good year ahead." Well done, Anna!  
 President Joe Brandecker gave welcoming remarks and reflected upon our past and looking 
towards the future. Looking forward to the next generation of young Schwobs that we have here and 
across the country, we can only dream of what they can and will accomplish with our Donauschwa-
ben Clubs. Please support them as they are the future." Joe thanked everyone for their hard work and 
support and hopes to see everyone at future events!  
 As part of the program, Katie (Tindall) James recited a beautiful poem, "Die Heimat" which 
is such a tradition in our Club.  
 Luisa (Martini) Scheideler led everyone in the singing of the American and German Na-
tional Anthems, as well as the Donauschwaben Anthem, and Kein Schoener Land, which is 
yet another true tradition we so proudly continue at our Club. 
  Dennis Bauer, our V.P., on behalf of our Euro-American Auto and Motocycle Show, pre-
sented a check to Scholarship Chair, Liz Tindall, in the amount of $500, representing proceeds from 
our Annual Auto and Cycle Show in July, itôs 19 year. This, together with our raffles, donations, etc. 
will go a long way in allowing us to present scholarships to deserving students enrolled in our high 
school German programs.  
 Last but not least....thank you to all who attended and supported this and other events! Our 
Club would not be as great as it is without all of you! And to all our volunteers behind the sce-
ne....kitchen, bar, operations, etc. and a shout-out to Ron Kernast for the beautiful table floral center-
pieces we say.....Vielen Dank! Thank you!  *** 
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Willkommen  
New Members  

 
 Our V.P., Dennis Bauer, welcomes our new members Tom & 
Lea Hepler (Dennisô sister) and Paul Lobecker, son, Erich Lobecker and 
Robert Bach as they toured Germany together in August. **** 
 
 

 
 

Fall Strudel Sale 

Great success!! 

 

 Our November Strudel 
Sale was a great success as we sold 
over 100 apple, cheese and cherry 

strudels. Big thanks to our 
ñBakersò; Joe Brandecker, Caroline 

Brandecker, Kim Walter, Steve Brandecker, Hubert 
Pinkerton, Tess Pinkerton and  Dennis Bauer.   *** 

 

 

 

 

 

Some 2024 Christmas Party Pictures 

 

 

Club Matters, Members, Friends & Stuff 
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        OKTOBERFEST  2024  
 
 Members Erich and Paul Lobecker attended the last  
week of the 2024 Oktoberfest in Munich  in October. This was a 
return visit to Munich, having been there in August with Club 
members, Dennis Bauer, Robert Bach, Jim Potts and Tom and 
Lea Hepler. Prost! 
 
*** 

  
                               
 
     Cruising the Danube.... 
 
 Club members Alan 
and Laurie Schauer recently 
returned home in September 
from a wonderful Viking Dan-
ube River Cruise. They also had 
the opportunity to stop at the 
Oktoberfest in Munich to enjoy 
some excellent German beer! 
 They made memories 
to last a lifetime! Prost!                                               
**** 
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 Backa Palanka Strudlfest 

2024 

By Nikola Milivojevic, M.A.   

(His photo in top pictures with hat in hand) 

 
 This Strudlfest event was started more than a 
decade ago by the Deutsche Verein Baļka Palanka. 

Among the exhibitors at the event were numerous German Associations from Vojvodina, such as the German 
Association from Novi Sad and Sremski Karlovac, the German Association from the neighboring 
Transdanubian municipality of Vukovar, as well as many other exhibitors from Baļka Palanka and Obrovac.  
 The Strudlfest was held outdoors in Milana Kurepa Street and in the Main treet  (Kralja Petra I), in 
front of the Baļka Palanka Municipality Building. In addition to the rich selection of strudels that were 
available to the visitors of the event, the organizers added to the event a cultural and artistic program of 
performers in the spirit of the event. 

After Covid, the Strudlfest organization was taken over by the Hungarian Cultural Association " Vecesra S§ndor". Since then, the 
venue of the event has been moved to the courtyard of the newly renovated church of St. Anthony of Padua, i.e. the Hungarian House. This 

year's event was held on September 8th 2024 and despite the high summer temperatures the Strudlfest attracted a large number of citizens 

from Baļka Palanka and nearby Ilok and Novi Sad. Visitors had the opportunity to try and buy traditional strudels with poppy seeds, as well 
as strudels with fig, hazelnut, walnut and cocoa flavors. In addition to strudel, this event was a great opportunity to socialize, exchange 
recipes and experiences, but also an opportunity to wear traditional German and Hungarian costumes. (Top left pictureðFarago Zoltan, 

President ot the Hungarian Culture Assocation and article author, Nikola Milivojevic). .  

Editors note: The Club wishes to thank friend, Nikola Milivojevic, from Serbia for his numerous articles he has written for our 
newsletters over the years about our Heimat (Homeland). DJB. **** 

 
 

        
A Great Start to the Christmas Season.... 

 
  

 
 Our Club finished out the year with song, good food and cheer! Thank you 
to all who attended our St. Nickolausfeier yesterday. As we look back, 2024 was a 
good year for our organization. We appreciate the continued support of so many 
wonderful members and friends as we strive to keep our traditions alive and strong. 
Your hard work and continued support make it possible! Vielen Dank! 
 We wish you all Frohe Weihnachten and look forward to a great year 2025! 
Now a re-cap of yesterday's event, and photos of the festivities can be found on our 
website at www.Trentondonau.com. 
 First, a special thank you to all our volunteers who made it happen, getting 
the Club ready for this event and for preparing such a wonderful meal! Thank you 
also to all our cookie baking volunteers. We can all agree that there was a tremen-
dous variety of baked goods! A shout out to Ron Kernast for decorating our Christ-
mas tree and for providing all the beautiful poinsettias. The Clubhouse looked quite 

festive! 
 Our celebration began with a delicious buffet lunch and great camaraderie! After a great meal, our MC Hans Martini, to-

gether with his daughter Luisa Scheideler began the program by welcoming everyone and Luisa, with her beautiful voice, then led the audi-
ence in singing Christmas Carols both in German and English! Our poetry readers, Christa Pullion and Katie James, as well as Anna Martini, 
who did a Bible Reading, greatly added to the spirit of the Christmas season. Even our youngest members, Gabriella and Michael Pullion, 
entertained the audience with a short St. Nikolaus poem. A raffle also took place supporting our Scholarship fund....thank you all for your 
generosity. Of course the long anticipated visit of "You Know Who" frightened the audience, but we always know that St. Nick is not far 
behind to save the day with gifts for the children! Krampus was a bit upset because there were no bad children in the audience; 
(well....maybe one)! And a few of our older members received a lump of coal.  Krampus had his eye on them all year long! This was our last 
event of 2024! We look forward to welcoming you all again in 2025!  

 (See more photos of the event on page 2). 
*** 

 
 

 

https://wfwdxkrab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dwqXWHvRrUMRzRMslTgC7WF0fGY6rc-St9Ja2acLcrOKQAst5E7Lbzi1FOU19YnVJt48xs9AVk_x79ufbK4TyC4iSVlSc__xKPIG37O7jAF5T3EJwiwWmOMB4Z64Ye2etOTSggjGBzqMJTbrIm19HefIhLQAzQC9&c=i-b_1yju30fhPWCYoxUblZ_UB-IIpBC_dGNmrjsJN1PhKY_V4un1wg=
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Karl Mezei Day 
Karl Mezei (1839-1899), a lawyer from Sombor and a great benefactor of Backa  Palanka 

By Nikola Milivojeviĺ 
 

This year's Karl Mezei Day was held on 31 October 2024. During the morning hours at the Roman Catholic Cemetery in Baļkʘ 
Palanka, Serbia, a memorial service for Mezei was held by the local pastor Mr. Frantiġek Gaġparovski. Around twenty citizens attended the 
commemoration. Among them are several members of the former German Society of Backa Palanka. A wreath was placed on Mezeija's 
grave by the president of the Society ĂSandor Vecera" Zoltan Farago and Nikola Milivojeviĺ.  

The formal academy was held in the premises of the Hungarian House, i.e. St. Anthony's Church. In the first part of the program, the 
students of ĂSveti Savañ Elementary school and Ă20 Octoberñ high school recited the songs "Homeland is defended beautifully" by Lj. 
Rġumoviĺ, "Forever" by J.W. Goethe and "Imitators" by S. Petefy. The program was enhanced by the choir members of the Cultural Club 
ĂZvonoñ.  

The second part of the program included a lecture by Professor Ruģica Ļerni (retired professor of history and archeology and former 
curator of the Museum of the City of Ilok) on the topic "50 years since the completion of the Baļka Palanka-Ilok bridge". In the lecture, the 
history of trans-Danube transport between Baļka Palanka and Ilok from the time of the Roman Empire to the present day was presented in 
chronological order. In other words, through these lectures we managed to mark two anniversaries: the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
bridge and the 127th anniversary of the death of Karl Mezei. The event was attended by around 60 citizens and representatives of the 
municipality of Baļka Palanka, the media and the Archives of Vojvodina.. **** 

 
 
 

 

All Saints' Day in Baļka Palanka 

By Nikola Milivojeviĺ 
 

 The holiday of All Saints is traditionally celebrated on 1 November. For 
many who live outside their birthplace, this holiday is an opportunity to return 
home for a short time and visit the graves of their ancestors together with their 
family members. Since the early hours of the morning, the cemetery was full of 
people.  
 In addition to the residents of Baļka Palanka, the cemetery was visited 
by people from Palanka living in Hungary, Germany, Austria and neighboring 
Croatia. They paid tribute to the deceased by laying flowers and lighting candles. 
Mass at the cemetery was held at 5 p.m., and memorial services for the deceased 
at the  cemeteries in Baļka Palanka took place on the first and second of 
November.  In addition, it is important to mention that since the summer of 
this year, with the efforts of the Roman Catholic parish and its parishioners, the 
chapel of St. Roch at the Roman Catholic cemetery has been restored due to a 
storm damage. **** 
 

 
 

The Club offers a great big ñVielen dankò to Nikola Milivojevic, our friend from 

Belgrade, Serbia, for his great articles he has supplied us for our newsletter over the 
years about the history and current Donauschwaben related events from many of 

our ancestral hometowns throughout the region. 
 
 



 Club Officers & Staff  
  Joseph Brandecker, Jr.  President.  Dennis J. Bauer, Vice President/Newsletter Editor 

 Bob Walter, Vice President. Kim Walter, Club Photographer 
Kitchen Leader:  Hubert Pinkerton 

Alfred Tindall, Treasurer & Mike Lenyo, Vice-Treasurer    
Secretary: Hans Martini, and  Recording Secretary: Brittaney Brandecker 

 Staff Writers: Dennis J. Bauer, Liz Tindall, Hans Martini,  Christa Tindall Pullion  & others  
Melanie Brandecker, Newsletter Copy Editor 

AutoKlub Leader and staff:  Terry Huff , Pat Huff & Colin Huff 
Web Master and Facebook Editor: Christina Malofiy  
Genealogical & Historical Researcher:  Dennis J. Bauer  

Mail Room Coordinator:  Hans Martini 
                        Facebook: Dennis J. Bauer & Joe Brandecker, Jr.  

    
Congratsï A New Arrival.....and member 
 
Congratulations to the entire Walter Family! Lilly Elizabeth Walter 
was born on September 23, 2024, weighing 6 lbs. 5 oz., 20" long. 
Mommy Sofi, Patty and big brother Erik are all doing well and 
overjoyed with their new litte bundle! Lilly is the granddaughter of 
Kim and Bob Walter! 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership News  

Membership Happenings (births, engagements, weddings, deaths, anniversaries, graduations)  

 Get Well/Thinking of you to members: Helga Kusenko, Ludwig Jakober, Maria Kuhn, Marlene Novosel, Eva 

Martini, Donna Gruzlovic, Hilde Schintzler, Richard West , Terry Huff , Sasha Malofiy, Paul Lobecker, Mark 

Gruzlovic, Andy Franz and Erika Volltrauer,  and those members that we were not aware of.  

 

Willkommen new members; Erich, Katelyn, Alexander, William, and Erich Lobecker of Paoli, PA. and Thom-

as and Lea (nee Bauer) Hepler of Levittown, PA. 
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CongratulationsðHappy 75th Birth-
day (in October) to member Paul Lo-
becker of Levittown, PA.  He joined 
member Dennis Bauer, also 75, this 
past August at the Hofbrauhaus in 
Munich. They have been life long 
buddies for 75 years!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Continued Speedy Recovery..... 
 
Sending Get Well wishes to member 
Frau Eva Martini who underwent a 
medical procedure in September and is 
doing well and on the road to recovery. 
Gute Besserung Eva! She was able to 
attend our Fall events. 
 

 
 

 
Speedy Recovery...... 
  
Sending all good wishes, healing 
thoughts and prayers to our active volun-
teer and UGH dancer, Sasha Malofiy, 
who suffered an injury in October! 
Speedy Recovery, Sasha! We're thinking 
of you!  He did attend and help out at our 
Fall events! 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Deutsche Ecke  
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Totengedenkfeier 
(Genocide Memorial Service) 

 
Held November 3rd at Our Lady of Lourdes Cemetery 

 
 Our Club marked the 80th anniversary of the expulsion of Donauschwa-
ben from their ancestral homes through prayer, ritual and song. "Die Vertreibung" 
as we call it in German, caused not just the loss of untold lives, but also an en-
tire way of life in the former Yugoslavia and elsewhere.  
 Christa Pullion, together with Hans Martini, led this service. Christa re-
counted the atrocities that took place 80 years ago. Here's a glimpse of a few of her 
remarks: 
 "Gr¿ss Gott liebe Landsleute und Freunde der Donauschwaben. 
Thank you for joining us in our memorial celebration. While we all enjoy so much 
happiness and camaraderie at our monthly dinners, today, aligned with All Saints/
All Souls Day, we are commemorating the tragedy that befell Donauschwaben and 
other innocent Germans across eastern Europe in the aftermath of WWII. This 
annual celebration of life is so important to honor and remember all of those who 
have gone before us and keep their memories alive." 
 After giving of brief history of the atrocities suffered by our people and 

following the memorial service, Christa thanked everyone for coming and sincerely thanked the volunteers. Our beautiful memorial has 
been lovingly maintained by Frau Eva Martini over many years, and more recently by Frau Buchler.  She also thanked everyone who is 
always working hard to make this Club work and grow! A very special shout out went to Bob Knott who replaced the grass with sod at the 
memorial and continues to make it look ever so beautiful! Club member Ron Kernast also deserves a heartfelt thank you for the beautiful 
mums he provided for this memorial, as does Mrs. Buchler for the lovely baskets! 
 Those in attendance from the old Heimat were recognized. We are thankful that they were able to be with us and they were asked 
to come forward for a photo (see above). 
 Following this Memorial Service, everyone was invited back to the Clubhouse for "Kuchen und Kaffee" and refreshments. A spe-
cial thanks to our Chef Hubert Pinkterton, and President Joe Brandecker, for surprising us with samples of  our cheese and cherry Strudel! 
It was delicious!  Our Club Sale of Strudel took place later in November. 



 

Get Your Trenton Treffen Commemoratives (still 
available) - Great Christmas Gifts 

 
 

Trenton Treffen Commemoratives still available for purchase. Please reply to this 
email if interested! 

 
Pins: $5.00 each 

Tee-Shirts: sizes S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL : $10 each 
Flags: $25.00 each 

 
Photos above. (Tee-shirt shows front and back). Designed by our own Sofi Walter! 

 

****** 

What an event at the house of the Danube Swabians! 
19 November 2024  - Post on Facebook 

 
 If you weren't one of the 200 people who attended the "80 
years of escape, expulsion, new beginnings" commemoration on 
Sunday, you've certainly heard some of the positive impressions 
about it. 
 Firstly, J¿rgen Harich, Federal Chairman of the Danube 
National Team, welcomed the guests and talked about the im-
portance of preserving Danube Swabian traditions. Afterwards Dr. 
Habil stopped by. Mathias Beer gave a lecture titled "1944 - A turn 
of time in the history of Donauschwaben", which gave a scientific 
overview of the centuries-old history. Raimund Haser MdL, the chairman of the House of the Danube Swabi-
ans, then greeted the guests in the court of honor and invited them to the laying of wreaths with brass music 

afterwards. The conclusion of the morning was the ecumenical service, followed by the choir of the Danube Swabia from Mosbach. 
 During the lunch break you could enjoy goulash and potato paprikash. In addition, there was a Donauschwaben cake buffet for every 
taste with more than 10 different types of cakes. Together with the dance performances by the dance groups from Reutlingen, Speyer and 
Ulm, and the theater performance, it was shown that the Donauschwaben culture is still alive today. 
 The most moving part of the event were the eyewitness talks, which were moderated by J¿rgen Harich. Four honored guests told 
their stories about the old homeland and everything they experienced before coming to Germany. This brought many to tears, but even more 
so to remember their own family stories and destinies. 
 The memorial was characterized by a mix of nostalgia, sadness, but also happiness and joy, being able to be together again, remem-
bering history, traditions and culture and being there for each other again.  
Source: /www.facebook.com/search/top?q=haus%20der%20donauschwaben%20sindelfingen 
Web Site: www.haus-donauschwaben.de 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo credit: 
Giuseppe 
Santagati 

 

 

 

 

CLUB ITEMS and OTHER NEWS UPDATES  
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More Donauschwaben News   
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BUKIN HISTORY 
By Nikola Milivojevic  
Edited by Dennis J. Bauer 

 

The village in the southwestern part of the Batschka/Baļka region of Serbia. Bukin was founded by the decree 
of the Hungarian king Bel§ IV in the 13th century. The name of the settlement most likely originates from the 
specific location of the village at the estuary of the Mostonga River - Bucca which translated into English means 
mouth. The settlement contained a fortified castle with a tower and a fortified manor house. The first Bukin parish is 
mentioned in Hungarian sources in 1332. Between Butin and the neighboring villages of Opatovac and Ġarengrad in 
Srem, a ferry operated on the Danube River. Considerable revenues were collected from the ferry fee. In the sources, 
the village is mentioned in 1448 under the name Bukin. It was owned by P§l Zs§mboki. Since he died without an heir 
in 1467, the Hungarian king Matthias Corvin gave the village to Gyºrgy Sulyok and his sons to enjoy. The settlement 
is recorded as Bwky (Bºkeny) in the deed of transfer of ownership. By decree of King Louis II of Hungary, the 
village and its surroundings were handed over to Ferenc Sulyok and his brothers in 1508. In the following decade, 
more precisely in 1521, the name of the settlement was recorded on the list of places where taxes were collected in 
the Kingdom of Hungary. Together with the rest of Baļka, Bukin fell under Ottoman rule after the fall of Batsch/Baļ 
in 1529. During the Ottoman period, the village was predominantly inhabited by the Serbian population. The 
existence of the settlement is also confirmed by Turkish sources, such as the defter from 1554.  

Upon the arrival of the Austrians in the former southern regions of Hungary, they found many settlements 
neglected, while their surroundings were overgrown with vegetation and shrub during the years of the war. In 1717, 
the village of Bukin was included in the newly formed county of Bacs-Bodrog. During 1731, the parish of the Roman 
Catholic church in the village was rebuilt. In 1750, there was a great flood of the Danube which destroyed the village. 
The new settlement was moved 1.5 kilometers north of the old one. Germans began to move here in the same year.  
From the census we learn that in 1752, 200 German and 20 Serbian families lived in the settlement.   

On June 12th, 1772, Bukin received an urbarium. A new flood occurred in 1812. Residents are again forced to 
move the settlement. The flood gave a new impetus to the urbanization of the village. Dunabºk®ny (the Hungarian 
name for Bukin) got its own library, post office, infirmary and school. In the same year, after the end of the flood, the 
Roman Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist was built. Bukin grew from an agricultural settlement into a serious 
craft center. By decision of the County authorities in 1912, Bukin became an independent municipality.  

The settlement continued to develop in the interwar period within the new state of the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes, later the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. From 1919 to 1941 it belonged to Palanka County with its 
center in Palanka. The inhabitants of the village in this period are often mentioned as exhibitors at fair events in 
Palanka and throughout the country. In 1934, the existing Roman Catholic church was expanded. With the arrival of 
the Hungarian occupation during World War II, authorities in April 1941, Bukin received the right to organize an 
independent settlement administration and use German as the official language. During the Fall of 1944, due to the 
change in the situation on the fronts and the approaching Red Army, a large part of the ethnic German population 
emigrated. Part of the remaining population was transferred to the concentarion camps in Baļka Jarak and Zmajevo. 
The settlement gets a new name Mladenovo,  named after the Partisan hero from Kozare, Doctor Mladen Stojanoviĺ. 
New settlers came from Bosanska Krupa, Glamoļ and other parts of Bosanska krajna. The life of ethnic Germans 
after the war was not completely interrupted. An example is Doctor Michael/Miġika Jaks (1940-2023), who stayed 
with his family in the village and worked there as a local doctor with his son, is well known. Today, Mladenovo is 
part of the Baļka Palanka municipality in the Autonomous Provincʝ of Vojvodina, Republic of Serbia. It had a 
population of 3,358 people per the 2002 census.   

Editor's note: Several of our deceased members came from Bukin, including two Past Presidents, Jakob 
Eppli and Adam Martini, and also member Tony Walter. *** 




