President’s Message for 2026

Dear Members and Friends,
	On behalf of the officers and directors of the Trenton Donauschwaben organization allow me to wish you and your loved ones a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  We hope you had a wonderful Christmas in the company of family and friends and are looking ahead with optimism and good cheer to the new year..   
I would first like to say a word about the fine volunteers whose best efforts throughout the year have kept our clubhouse doors open and the good times rolling.  They are amazing!  They give their time, energy, and commitment to do what needs to be done without fail. Indeed, their selflessness inspires the best in all of us and their dedication builds that sense of fellowship we all cherish.  Thank you one and all.
	If our volunteers are one side of the coin, then those members and friends who attend and support club events year-round is the other.  Together, volunteers and supporters form the foundation upon which our beloved organization has stood tall for almost seven decades.  Again, our heartfelt thanks to everyone.
Ladies and gentlemen, I’m happy to say we held our own this past year.  We had delicious and varied dinners throughout 2025 including the ever-popular Schlachtfeste and the more recently inaugurated Strudel-bakes.   As always, we also had our canoe and camping trip, scholarship awards night, the memorial service at Our Lady of Lourdes, and trips to Cleveland and Mansfield at the national level, as well as five club members who attended the world Donauschwaben gathering in Hungary among other things.  I would be remiss if I didn’t also single out our club’s car show that celebrated its 20th year this past July.  Well done everyone!
Of course, nothing ever stays the same especially in this day and age and you may have noticed differences in our 2026 schedule of events.  Simply put, we’ve dropped a couple of the less well-attended events in order to strengthen those that remain.  The days when a large group of the immigrant generation would just show up and do everything are long gone.  Today, we have an equally hard-working and devoted multigenerational team who often juggle a variety of other weekend commitments and sometimes travel long distances to volunteer at the club.  These are clearly different times and we’ll make adjustments where we can to ensure that our club survives and thrives in the years ahead.
Speaking of our club’s 2026 schedule: This year we’ll celebrate our 70th anniversary!  This is a big deal, to be sure, and we want to mark the occasion accordingly so please reserve Saturday October 24th from 1 PM to 5 PM at the German American Society to join the celebration.  We will have live music provided by the Heimatklänge as well as dance performances, delicious food, and so much more.  Those of you who attended the 60th at the same location know what a great time it was so please mark your calendars right now.  More information to follow.  
Let us also pause for a moment to remember all those who have gone to their Eternal Reward this past year and in all the years’ past.  These include members Maria Mayer Vas and Elmer Carson who passed in 2025.  May God have mercy on their souls.  
Lastly, please don’t forget to send in your membership dues!  Thank you!

Respectfully,
Joseph Brandecker
