Big News from the Club’s Annual Meeting
The club’s annual meeting has been an important review of the past year and a preview of the year ahead.  It’s also a time to thank our volunteers for a job well done.  This year’s edition held on Sunday, January 24th was an online affair as a big snow storm blanketed the area in white and prevented (almost!) everyone from driving anywhere.  The meeting was productive and it was good to see fellow club members for the first time in the new year even if it had to be on a computer screen. 
2026 being an even numbered year meant it was also time to elect or re-elect the officers who make up our club’s governing committee.  Normally, there are just a few small changes but that was not the case this year…
Dear members and friends, we are pleased to report we have a new club president!
He is none other than Mr. Joe Brandecker, Jr.  Joe is the tenth president in our club’s 69-year history and succeeds his father Joe Sr.  Like his dad, Joe has been part of the club his entire life.  Indeed, he attended our German school, danced in our dance groups and attended Treffen all across the US and Canada since he was old enough to travel.  He’s also been a member of our kitchen team for many years, among other things.
Joe is a police academy graduate and serves as a police officer here in New Jersey.  He and his wife Emma live conveniently close to the clubhouse here in Hamilton where they “share” a house with their big dog Lulu.  Joe is part of one of the club’s largest families that includes his wife Emma, his parents Joe, Sr. and Caroline; siblings Brittaney (with husband Shayne) and Greta; his uncle Steve Brandecker and family; and his aunt Claire, all of whom are long time club members.  Joe’s late paternal grandparents, Joseph and Josefa Brandecker, were “echt Donauschwaben” who survived WWII and eventually migrated to this country in the 1950s.  His close connection to his Oma and Oda while growing up gave him an enduring respect and love for his “Schwob” heritage.
The club welcomes its new president and wishes him the very best in his new role!
Let’s also mention some other changes announced at the meeting:  Luisa Martini Scheideler joined the committee as one of the club’s two vice presidents while Dennis Bauer and Joe Brandecker, Sr. came on board as assistant treasurers.  Dennis and Joe, Sr. have also taken over the reins of our car show while Emma Walter and Ernie Schirmer now comprise the Scholarship Program Team.  Welcome one and all, and thank you!






A great big thank you and Vergelt’s Gott to outgoing president, Joe Brandecker, Sr. 
Joe took on the job of president in 1994 at what could be called a transitional time in our club’s history.  Our older generations had begun stepping back from roles within the committee and “new blood” was needed.  It was then that a 30-year-old with two small children and a very understanding spouse threw his hat into the ring to become the next president.  No way could he have known that his term in office would last more than 3 decades!
Indeed, over the course of those many years Joe navigated our club through successes and challenges of every type including one of the most problematic, COVID.   During his time as president our club developed a close working relationship with our sister organizations the UGH and Philly Donauschwaben, our neighbors at the German American Society, and the Verband; held the biggest event in our club’s history, the 2022 Trenton Treffen; got our now 20-year-old car show rolling; and transitioned the club’s kitchen to a new generation of younger volunteers.  We could go on and on but you get the idea!
In recognition of his dedication and devotion to our club these past 32 years, Joe Sr. was named “Honorary Club President” at the club’s annual meeting.  It’s a worthy title for an exceptional club member.  Joe will continue serving the club in many different ways including as an important part of the kitchen team. 
Once again, our sincerest gratitude for the many years of service as our president and congratulations on a job well done, Joe!


