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Points of   

Interest  

 

 

¶ Elvis ñThe 

Kingò Presley is one 

of our most famous 

Rock nô Rollers. 

¶ He was drafted 

into the U.S. Army and served 

in Germany. 

¶ There are three traffic lights in 

Friedberg, Germany bearing 

his image. He was stationed 

there from October 1958 to 

March 1960. 

¶ Elvis Presley Square in the city 

commemorates his name.. 

¶ He lived in nearby Bad  Nau-

heim.. 

¶  Source:  Der Ahnenforscher, 

May 23. Our newsletter is 

copyrighted ©. All rights re-

served.   

  

  

 

 

 

 

Trenton Attends 2019 National  Ver-

band Business Meeting 

 

 The Landesverbandôs national 

meetings are held in a different city 

each year  wi th the Chicago 

Donauschwaben Verein (ñChicago 

Donauò in Schwob hipster speak) tak-

ing on the challenge this past April.  

This gathering has always had the un-

fortunate reputation of being a rather stogy affair, long on speeches and short on entertainment. 

However those of us who attend know this is far from the truth. Case in point, this yearôs excite-

ment was provided by Mother Nature in the form of a rather surprising and strong snow storm. 

Now if you live in Chicago this may be a normal or even a routine occurrence in winter months.  

However, this meeting always occurs over the last weekend of April, well past the first official 

day of spring on March 20th.  Spring in Chicago seems to be much different than the rest of the 

country after all, what with the ñlake effectò, the ñpolar vortexò and all the other things that make 

weather forecasters up there giddy. Now thankfully the ground was warm enough to keep the 

accumulations to a ñpaltryò few inches, but it literally snowed all day. All day! Thankfully the 

event took place indoors and away from the storm. 

 In fact, the crazy weather didnôt detract from a very good meeting at all with snow 

shovel loads of Gemütlichkeit and comradery made all the more enjoyable by delicious food and 

drink.  Thank you Chicago Donau for the wonderful hospitality!  ñUnser Trenton Donauschwa-

ben Vereinò was a sizable group represented by President Joe Brandecker, Secretary Hans Mar-

tini and this writer along with their respective wives; Caroline, JoAnn and Marie. They were 

joined by Anna Martini, Brittany Brandecker and Kathleen Martini to round out the New Jersey 

contingent.  The other clubs of the Eastern Region were also present and accounted for with the 

fine brothers Fricker, Werner III and Michael, and that wonderful power couple Marlene and 

Billy Galgon representing the United German Hungarians, and the omnipresent, man for all sea-

sons Fred Gauss holding down the fort for the Philly Donauschwaben. 

 The Landesverband der Donauschwaben USA and its sister organization the Die 

Donauschwaebische Stiftung der USA, each take a day to conduct their business. Saturday, as 

tradition dictates, is dedicated to the Landesverband (the national organization). To start, the 

health of each club and a brief recap of their activities during the previous year is offered by each 

of the presidents.  Some presidents still find the allure of the microphone to be far too great to 

stay within the parameters of ñBRIEFò , but thankfully our president and the majority keep their 

comments brief-ish so as not to occupy the whole day. Generally speaking, the overall health of 

the clubs is relatively good and even thriving.   

 The meeting then breaks into groups representing various aspects of club life and func-

tionality, like Jugend, culture, soccer, etc. In my particular group (web masters -dealing with our 

clubs internet footprint and market presence), led by the Eastern Regionôs Michael Fricker, the 

participation rate of younger members was outstanding. New ñWeb Mastersò filled the room with 

over half being young adults.    

(Continued on page 5) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Union Rocks On 

 

 Club member Mike Lenyo (guitar) and the Union rock the 

house at Marieôs Kozy Corner Bar in Levittown, PA  on April 12th.  

Mike and the guys were supported  by a number of our club mem-

bers in attendance.  Look for them to perform at our July 13 auto 

show. ****  

 

 

Vielen Dank! 

 

Eva ñOmiò Martini sends her  

thanks to all that have sent  their 

prayers and best wishes these 

past months while she recuper-

ates from her auto accident in the 

Fall.  

 We continue to wish a 

speedy recovery to Eva Martini 

of the Trenton Donauschwaben.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimage Mass  

Contributed by Fred Gauss  

 

 We will be celebrating the 41st Wallfahrt this year on 

Sunday, June 2. It will be the second year at the Sisters of the Re-

deemer Chapel. Many people who live in the Philly suburbs know 

Holy Redeemer Hospital. The chapel where we will hold the Wall-

fahrt is located in the former Motherhouse on a side street just east 

of the hospital. The address is 521 Moredon Road, Huntingdon 

Valley, PA 19006. As for some background, the Redeemer Sisters 

were founded in 1849 and are currently headquartered in Wurzburg, 

Germany. Their Founder, Sister Alponse Maria Eppinger, was be-

atified in September 2018 in Strasbourg, France. The Sisters came 

to America in 1924 and Holy Redeemer Hospital was dedicated in 

1958.  

 

Club Matters, Members & Stuff 
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Congratulations  

to Joe Brandecker on being 

newly elected as Treasurer of the 

Donauschwaben Foundation! 

Also to  

Anna Martini elected as Jugend-

stellvertreterin, Michael Fricker  

re-elected as Verbandspresse, 

Marlene Fricker  elected as Re-

gion Ost President,  Ray Martini 

as Landesverband Second VP 

and Kathleen Martini re-elected 

Landesjugendleiterin.  **** 

 

Special Hungarian Visitor to our 

Area 

  We want to acknowledge a 

special visit to our area and our club 

by Lajos Jager of Budapest, Hun-

gary in May. 

  ñLouieò is a Bauer cousin 

of club member Dennis Bauer.  His 

Donauschwaben grandfather, Josef 

Bauer, was from Backa Palanka, 

Batschka, before relocating to the 

Budapest area in the early 1900s.  After a three week visit 

with another cousin in Florida, he stayed with Dennis and 

family in Bucks County, PA for another week before return-

ing home to Budapest.  Dennis 

showed him around the Philadelphia 

and Trenton areas, with  a visit to  

Ellis Island during the weeks stay.  

Several club members stopped by our 

clubhouse to meet Louie during his 

stay and  discuss a number of topics 

and life experiences.  Louie enjoyed 

his visit in the States, having been in 

Columbus, Ohio in the 1990s.  

 Louie sent his greetings 

upon his return to Hungary** 

 

 

Tag der Donauschwaben 2019 at the Philly  

Donauschwaben 

 

 We invite you to join us at the annual Danube 

Swabian festival held at the Philadelphia Donauschwaben! 

This year, it will take place on Sunday, August 25, 2019. This 

all-day German celebration features plenty of food, drink, 

soccer, folk dancing, and German music. All members of the 

Philly Donauschwaben, the Trenton Donauschwaben and 

United German-Hungarians clubs and friends are invited to 

attend. Come and enjoy a beautiful day of Gemütlichkeit!  

 



Blast from the Pastð1982 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donauschwaben History & Culture   
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 Club Officers & Newsletter Staff  

  Joseph Brandecker, Jr.  President.  Dennis J. Bauer, Vice President/Newsletter Editor 

 Bob Walter, Vice President. Kim Walter, Club Photographer 

Alfred Tindall, Treasurer & Mike Lenyo, Vice -Treasurer    

Hans Martini, Secretary. Eva Martini, Recording Secretary 

 Staff Writers: Hans & Adam Martini, Andy Franz, Christa Tindall Pullion & Michael Lenyo & others  

Melanie Brandecker, Newsletter Copy Editor 

AutoKlub Leader and staff:  Terry Huff , Pat & Colin Huff  

Website Committee:  Tom RubinoðWeb Master, Dennis J. Bauer & Hans Martini 

Genealogical & Historical Researcher:  Dennis J. Bauer  

Mail Room Coordinator:  Eva Martini  

   

Condolences to the Suttmann Familyð

Otto H. Suttmann of Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania died Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

at Albert Einstein Medical Center. He was 

82 years old. Otto was born June 1, 1936 

in Iglishkelyay, Lithuania, son of the late Otto Suttmann and 

the late Adolfine Suttmann (nee - Lorenz). He is the beloved 

husband of the late Stephanie Marie Suttmann (nee Eich-

müller); father of Erich, Otto E., Walter and his wife Anne, 

(DSA members) Werner, and Bruno Suttmann; grandfather of 

Samantha, Jacki, Erica, Karl, Adam, Kaitlyn, Bruno, and 

Marie; brother of Erna Bauer and her husband Fritz, the late 

Ella Both and her husband Ulrich, and the late Robert Sutt-

mann and his wife Betty.  ****  

 

 

 

 Brookdale Hamilton (NJ)  

would like to congratulate their June 

Resident of Month - Joseph (Sepp) 

Brandecker!  

 Joseph has been a resident at 

Brookdale Hamilton for the past four 

years. Joseph was born in present day 

Croatia but later left his birth country 

and moved to Austria due to the Sec-

ond World War. He met his late wife, 

Josefa Sofi Metternek (from the Banat 

region) in Austria where they were 

married in 1950, while he was working on a farm. Joseph and 

Josefa moved to New Jersey  in 1955 and always encouraged 

their three children to learn and experience American history 

by visiting American landmarks.  He also will celebrate his 

91st birthday on June 28. Kudos Sepp! 

Membership News  

Membership Happenings (births, engagements, weddings, deaths, anniversaries, graduations)  

 Get Well/Thinking of you to members, Eva Martini, Donna Gruzlovic , Sepp Brandecker, Hilde Schintzler, Richard 

West and Erika Volltrauer, and those members that we were not aware of .  

 

 

Welcome to new members;  Roderic and Barbara Schmidt of  Wareton, NJ.  
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 Philadelphia Sommerfest (Steuben Parade) Saturday, June 22, 

2019 1:00 p.m. at VE Club  

 

Trenton Donauschwaben Summer German Program for Kids 

Tuesday to Friday: July 15-19 For more information or to sign up 

for this program, please contact Christa at DSGermanPro-

gram@gmail.com.  

 

German-American Steuben Parade Sunday, September 29, 

2019 Rockledge / Fox Chase, PA  

 

 

 

Congrats to  member Adam Martini , 

son of  Ray and Marie Martini, on 

graduating from USC with a Masters 

degree in  computer technology.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congrats to member, Alexander Hepp 

Jr , who celebrated his 90th birthday on 

May 14th.  Happy 90th from all the mem-

bers. 



 

   2019 DS Business Meeting (continued from page 1) 

 

 This was the obvious trend in all groups as the younger 

members are taking larger and larger roles within the organiza-

tion. At the end of the first day, elections were held for the na-

tional positions within the Landesverband and I am happy to 

report that the Eastern Region was very well represented. Kath-

leen Martini was re-elected as the Landesjugendleiterin (Youth 

Director), Anna Martini was elected as Stellverträterin der Lan-

desjugendleiterin (Assistant Youth Director), Michael Fricker 

was re-elected as the Verbandpresser (Official Press Secretary), 

Marlene Fricker (Präsidentin Region Ost) and your humble 

writer was elected to the 2. Vizeprsident (2nd Vice President) 

position. Congratulations one and all, we know you will do a 

great job!    

 Sunday is usually dedicated to all things ñStiftung ñ. 

For those who are new to our Stiftung it is a Foundation set up 

to support all things cultural. Established in the 1980ôs, it is con-

cerned with the preservation of the traditions, language, customs and history of the Donauschwaben Volksgruppe.  Whether by 

scholarships, cultural exchanges, youth training retreats or myriad other ways, everything is done to achieve the common goals to 

educate, advocate and keep that which keeps us Schwowe alive, vibrant and relevant. Few sit on its Executive board and so it was 

great honor for our very own President Joe Brandecker to be elected treasurer of this esteemed organization.  Congratulations Joe! 

 Great organizations such as ours are hard to find, and great members such as you are also hard to find. We were made for 

each other, join in and get involved.  Ray Martini 

 

Landestreffen der Donauschwaben 2021 Here in Trenton! 
 

 Clubs from all over the US and Canada, and even from Europe, will be 

converging upon our region, with the events being held at the German American 

Society Grounds in Trenton, NJ.   

 As you know, an event of this magnitude will need many hands to in-

sure its success!  And so the process begins! Committees will be formed in the 

near future to start the planning and logistics process!   If anyone is interested in 

volunteering some time, we would certainly welcome your support and participa-

tion!   Remember the old saying...."many hands make light work"! 

 Details will be included in upcoming e-news as they unfold!   Stay 

tuned! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all the ice hockey fans out there...... 

 

The New Jersey Devils Hockey Team Presents.... 

 

German Heritage Night  
at the Prudential Center, Newark, NJ 

 

Some time in October!    

Stay tuned for further details, date, and information!   

Club Officers will keep us posted in the near future. 

Deutsche Ecke, Seite 1  
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 Of Interest! 

 

Our Club, as well as all Clubs in the Verband, are selling a book entitled "Reflections on 

Our Heritage"   This book is dedicated to Maria Abt and all Donauschwaben who have gone 

before us.  Our  Kathleen Martini, Emma Walter and  Chris Matico contributed articles to 

this book. Kudos to our youth!  

 

Copies for purchase will be available at our dinners. **  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This yearôs Donauschwaben Treffen is in Milwaukee, Wisconsin  

Over the Labor Day Weekend! 
 

August 30, 31, September 1 and 2, 2019 

 

For information, contact DSATrenton@aol.com or a club officer as we 

have to make reservations ASAP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of our weekly online newsletter! 
 

We thank our members who support our weekly E-news! 

 

- Adam and Eva Martini  

- Peter Kernast 

- Sue & Carl Conrad 

- Kathleen Martini & Jakob Hamlescher 

 

 

  

 

 

Our Annual Canoe Trip in the Pine Barrens 

continued this May.  All enjoyed the outing on 

the water. 

Deutsche Ecke, Seite 2  
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How Do You Say ñGood Dayò in German? 
 

Depends  on what part of Germany you are fromé... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are the German-Americans living in the 

USA? 

  

Deutsche Ecke, Seite 3  
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June Pig Roast  - Great Weather -  Great Food               
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 It was a gorgeous and sunny day, perfect temperature, great attendance and, as 

always, super delicious food and camaraderie!  A hearfelt thank you to our 

"Spiessbraten Team", led by Herr Ludwig Jakober.  A heartfelt thank you also to our 

kitchen team who spent countless hours preparing all the salads, trimmings and dessert; 

those behind the scenes; our grounds team who set up and take down tents, take care of 

the lawn and garden, etc. all to make it a great experience for our members and guests.    



TRENTONER DONAUSCHWABEN NACHRICHTEN 

Our AutoKlub  

 Travels  
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 SAVE THE DATE ...the 15th 

Annual Euro-American Auto & 

Cycle Show. See you then  for 

this enjoyable day of cars, cycles,  

entertainment, food and drink.  

The event helps support our stu-

dent scholarship fund. 

 

****  

 

Our Old School Euros Car 

Club friendôs ñDubs in the 

Shrubs Car Showò raindate is 

now August 17-18 at the Ger-

man-American Society.  We 

thank their club for helping spon-

sor our 2019 Euro-American car 

show. 

****  

 

Congrats to club members, Dennis 

Bauer and Terry Huff ,  who are 

also Old School Euros Car Club 

members, on their recent wins at 

several 2019 season car showsé.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


