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Vereinigung der Donauschwaben  

127 Route 156,  Yardvil le ,  NJ 08620  

Points of   

Interest 

 A Palankaer Kirchweihfest was 

held at the Aurora Singing 

Society Hall in Trenton in Oc-

tober 1956. 

 It was held to benefit war inva-

lids of Backa Palanka, Yugo-

slavia who were displaced and 

now living in Germany. 

 It was arranged by Trenton 

Immigrant veterans. Commit-

tee members were; Joseph 

Schmidt, Josef Wolf, John 

Radler, Joseph Basler, John 

Kornfeld, Martin Kronfeld, 

Paul Myer & Charles Heil 

 Music was by the Toni Walter 

dance orchestra. Clubs present 

were; the Aurora, Arbeiter, 

Banater and Liederkranz Ger-

man clubs of Trenton. 

  Sunday Times-Advertiser, 30 

September 1956.Our newsletter 

is copyrighted ©. All rights 

reserved.   

                                    

 

Presidents 2016 Year End Message 

 

Dear Members and Friends of the 

Donauschwaben,  

                What a great year 2016 was for our 

organization.  The highlight during those very 

busy 12 months was undoubtedly our gala 

60th Anniversary Celebration, one of the biggest 

club events in our history!  How fortunate we are 

to be to say that, especially in this day and 

age.  Our “big birthday bash” not only show-

cased what and who we are right now, it also showed what a bright future we 

have ahead of us.  

                 This past year saw sold out monthly dinners; a growing number of 

volunteers both young and old; and a continued, strong commitment for all of 

our customs and traditions.  These include dance group and school activities; 

memorial services; cultural programming throughout the year; and delicious 

pig roasts, Schlachtfeste, and, yes, even a Fischpaprikaschessen, among other 

things.  

                My sincerest thanks to everyone who made all of this possible and to 

all those whose support made the events successful.  I look forward to seeing 

all of our members and friends in 2017 as we continue writing another wonder-

ful chapter in the history of our cherished organization.  Once again, thank you 

one and all.                                                      Sincerely, Joseph Brandecker 

 

 

Trenton  

Donauschwaben 

60th Anniversary Party 

October 2016 

 



Save the date—August 15, 2017 

German-American Night at the Trenton Thunder Baseball Sta-

dium. *** 

2017 Annual Membership Meeting 

 There was a good 

turnout at the annual mem-

bership meeting 29 January 

2017. Highlights of the 

past 2016 year were dis-

cussed and plans for the 

2017 events.  I t was a very  

successful year as the club 

celebrated it’s 60th year 

and remains solid. We had 

a banner monthly dinner attendance in 2016. It is highly recom-

mended that attendees make reservations. A number of members 

toast (Prost) the past successful year and all that made the events  

successful. Congrats to Anna Martini for being elected to the 

Club’s Board of Directors again. *** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 SCHLACHTFEST  

 Our 2017 Winter Schlachtfest was another hit.  Both 

seating were filled as all enjoyed the wonderful pork selections. 

 A great big “Vielen Dank “ to all those members and 

friends of the club that worked for four days to make this event 

happen. A lot of time and work goes into the preparation of our 

wurst, sarma and roasts over the day preceding the Sunday meals. 
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 Happy Valentines Day to all 

our Loved Ones 

  

 

 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to our Irish 

Friends & Members 

 

 

Help support our friend of the Old School Euros Car Club by 

stopping by their car show. Proceeds help support Alex’s 

Lemonade Stand (childhood cancer foundation). 



Remember these?? 

1990…………………………………………….1992 

**** 

International German Genealogy Partnership 2017 International Germanic Genealogy Confer-

ence — CONNECTIONS International. Cultural. Personal. Minneapolis, Minnesota — 28 - 30 

July 2017 www.iggpartner.org  

One of the topics to be discussed at the Conference this year is: 

F-124 Donauschwabens — Who Were They? Toni Perrone 7 Explanation of the German Danube 

Swabians, their migration to Hungary, and an overview of Banat history. Details of their 

lives in Yugoslavia and Romania, the expulsion and genocide of 1944-1948, and relocation 

to the U.S. (I)  

Donauschwaben History & Culture 
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 Club Officers & Newsletter Staff  
  Joseph Brandecker, Jr.  President.  Dennis J. Bauer, Vice President/Newsletter Editor 

 Bob Walter, Vice President. Kim Walter, Club Photographer 

Alfred Tindall, Treasurer & Mike Lenyo, Vice-Treasurer    

Hans Martini, Secretary. Eva Martini, Recording Secretary 

 Staff Writers: Hans & Adam Martini, Andy Franz, Christa Tindall Pullion & Michael Lenyo & others  

Melanie Brandecker, Newsletter Copy Editor 

AutoKlub Leader and staff:  Terry Huff , Pat & Colin Huff 

Website Committee:  Tom Rubino—Web Master, Dennis J. Bauer & Hans Martini 

Genealogical & Historical Researcher:  Dennis J. Bauer  

Mail Room Coordinator:  Eva Martini  

  Congrats to members Pat and 

Barrie Huff on the arrival of their 

daughter, Shelby Mary Beth Huff 

in January 2017. She is  the great 

grand-daughter of member Harold 

Huff, the grand-daughter of mem-

ber Terry & the late Mary Beth 

Huff and niece of member Colin 

Huff. She joins her brother Jack-

son in the Huff household. 

 

 Members Daniel & Terry 

Penrith  sadly report the pass-

ing of Terry’s mother  Grace 

Gringeri Gambone on February 

26th in South Jersey. Our con-

dolences to Dan & Terry. 

 

 

 

Congrats to Fred Gauss on his recent election as new Presi-

dent of the Philadelphia Donauschwaben. This is his second 

round at that post.  He replaces Rose Matico, who served 

many years as President in dedicated service to that club. 

 

 

Congrats to member 

Chuck Pinkerton, 

Detective for North-

ampton Township Po-

lice in Ricboro, PA on  

being picked as Police 

Officer of  the Year for 

2016. 

Membership News 

Membership Happenings (births, engagements, weddings, deaths, anniversaries, graduations)  

 Get Well to members, Keith Carson, Jacob Bauer, Sepp & Sophie Brandecker, Martha Bartlog, Richard West and 

Erika Volltrauer, and those members that we were not aware of .  

 

We welcome new members;  Shelby Mary Beth Huff of Langhorne, PA, Mary Bruder of PA, Lori & Jack 

Kramer of Ottsville, PA, Ryan Kramer of Ottsville, PA and Fred, Pam, Alex, Jennifer Schultz of Hamilton, NJ. 
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Congrats to members Joe Bran-

decker, Jr. on his recent engage-

ment to Emma Belardo.  A 2018 

wedding is planned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congrats to member Dennis J. 

Bauer, now retired, on his deci-

sion to return to teaching gene-

alogy part-time for the Penns-

bury Community School in 

Fairless Hills, PA.  Classes will 

be held at night starting in Feb-

ruary.  Also, Dennis’ book 

about Palankaer-American ge-

nealogy was recently added to 

the Backa Palanka Cultural Mu-

seum library in Backa Palanka, 

Serbia.  A true honor. He and 

Palankaer members of our club 

have also been asked to write an 

article for the Museum newslet-

ter about the U.S. Palankaers. 

Kudos. 



 

Adam Martini’s story 

Reprinted from recent DVHH web list: 

 

 He was born in Bukin in the 

Batschka in 1937. In late 1944, when the 

Russians were starting to push the German 

troops back, forcing them to retreat, his 

family decided to flee ahead of the Rus-

sians to Germany.  They hitched their 

horse to the wagon and left their home and 

wound up in Eastern Germany, which is 

now Poland. When they arrived there, the 

German army took their horse and wagon 

for the war effort. But now, the Russian 

army was starting to push West into Ger-

many as well, so they had to flee again by 

train and wound up in Austria, which was 

overrun by so many other displaced 

Donauschwabens already. There were 

housing shortages, no jobs and little food. 

 In 1945, a train was advertised to 

be going back to Yugoslavia from Austria 

and Donauschwabens were invited to go 

back to their old hometowns.  Adam’s 

family was on that train: father, mother, 

grandmother and infant sister and Adam, 

of course, along with a great many other 

h o p e f u l  e t h n i c  G e r m a n s . 

 When the train arrived in Zagreb, 

which is the capital of Croatia, everyone 

was told to leave their belongings on the 

train and go into the station, where they 

would receive a meal and make arrange-

ments for the rest of their journey. 

 After everybody was in the sta-

tion, all the doors were locked.  In perfect 

German, over the loudspeaker, everyone 

was instructed to put all their valuables on 

a table and then leave through a specified 

exit.  They were also warned that they 

would be searched and if anybody failed to 

leave their valuables, they would be 

shot.  From time to time, gunshots were 

heard from the outside, though it was im-

possible for the people inside the station to 

s e e  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g . 

 The following day, all the people 

from the train were taken to a concentra-

tion camp in Croatia, which was an empty 

town – formerly occupied by ethnic Ger-

mans – were they were assigned to live in 

rooms with about 15 people – only straw 

on the floors was their bedding.  One day 

in this camp, everybody had to assemble 

in one place, when the able- bodied men 

and strong women without small children 

were separated from the group. 

Martin’s father was among them.  He was 

part of a workgroup, used in working on 

the Croation railroad.  When people in the 

group got sick, they were taken to a build-

ing, and if they did not get well in one 

day, they disappeared, which is what hap-

p e n e d  t o  A d a m ’ s  f a t h e r .   

 From the first camp, Adam’s 

family was then taken to another camp: 

Mitrvica, and then to Kruschevlje, which 

was near the Hungarian border.  Both of 

these camps were notorious death camps. 

The whole area surrounding Kruševlje is 

a flat ground, with many swampy mead-

ows, fens, bad-fruitful salt-spring fields. 

The villagers had some fruitful gardens, 

corn fields, hemp and wheat fields, vine-

yards a few miles to the North. The vil-

lage is about 305 feet (93 meters) above 

the sea level. There are no hills, woods or 

r i v e r s . 

 On October 20, 1944 the parti-

sans came from Stanišić and entered into 

Kruševlje. The next day, October 21 ar-

rests started. Almost all remaining men 

were taken prisoners. The whole village 

became soon a camp and under constant 

watch guards. The houses were plundered 

and sacked, all food and live stock was 

taken away. The entire German popula-

tion was proclaimed collaborator of the 

Third Reich and deprived from all their 

civilian rights and property. Some men 

and woman were taken prisoners to the 

labour-camp in Sombor. Others were sent 

to labour in the fields around Kruševlje. 

Those who refused to work all day, 

wanted to go or flee, were beaten or 

starved to death. Near the village church, 

two civilians were simply shot, namely 

Anna Depre, aged 44 and Karl Frantzem, 

aged 66, just because they wanted to re-

turn home. Many old people, who could-

n't work, were left to die from hunger and 

fear. Some of them were: Emilia Bauer, 

aged 96; Dominik Depre, aged 93; Mar-

gareta Matz, aged 89; Franz Depre, aged 

85; Melchior Pentz, aged 85; Salomea 

Wolf, aged 84; Mathias Schauer, aged 82; 

Rosalia Wolf, aged 81; Margareta 

Schauer, aged 81; Christine Pentz, aged 

82; Franz Jung, aged 81; Margareta 

Schnatterbeck, aged 79; Melchior 

Brandäcker, aged 78; Barbara Keil, aged 

76; Elisabeth Bergmann, aged 76; Georg 

Zettel, aged 76; Karl Bihn, aged 75; 

Heinrich Steinfeld, aged 75; Rosalia We-

ber, aged 75, etc. On Christmas Day 

1944, about 60 young men and women 

were taken to Siberia to work in Russian 

mines. The hard work during the winter 

was bearable, but more difficulties came 

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 4 5 . 

 Finally, an aunt of Adam’s, who 

was a nun and lived just across the border 

in Hungary, arranged for three teenage 

guides from Serbia to guide the Martini 

family across the border and to 

safety.  Eventually, they made their way 

to Austria, where they lived for a few 

years and Adam learned the trade of cabi-

n e t  m a k i n g . 

 At the age of 19, Adam then 

immigrated to the USA.   

 

***** 

The Trenton Donauschwaben Club:  

An Idea Whose Time is Now 

(short translation by Hans Martini, 

original on page  6) 

   

 In cities and towns across the 

fruited plain you will find clubs founded 

by immigrants of every stripe.  Indeed 

that’s how our club got its start some six 

decades ago.  The original members were 

part of an ethnic group driven from their 

homes and cast into a wind that carried 

them around the globe, including Austra-

lia, South America, central Europe, Can-

ada and of course, the USA.  Our found-

ing families came to these shores during 

the boom times of the 1950s looking for a 

place to call home and that, good people, 

is where the story of our club begins. 

 Trenton was part of the indus-

trial heartland in those days, giving truth 

to the slogan “Trenton Makes the World 

Takes”.  In fact, when the phrase was 

coined in 1910 it was indisputably accu-

rate.  Back then the capital city of New 

Jersey was a beehive of economic activ-

ity with rail and road traffic crisscrossing 

the Delaware on the way to the big me-

tropolises of Philadelphia, New York 

City and beyond.  Rubber, wire rope, 

ceramics, cars, medicines and even cigars 

were just some of the industries that sup-

ported well-paid jobs for anyone willing 

to work.         Continued on page 11…. 

Deutsche Ecke, Seite 1 
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Weltkrieg Möglichkeiten suchten ihr 

Leben zu verbessern und oft der Armut 

zu entfliehen. 

 Wir  aber suchten zum 

Grossteil einen Neuanfang da man uns 

wegen des zweiten Weltkrieges zu 

Staatenlose erklärte, unser Haus und 

Hof von uns weggenommen wurde und 

uns wie Freiwild behandelte. 

Jedenfalls gab es diese zwei Gruppen 

von Landsleute vor 60-70 Jahren. 

 Wir  „Neue in wanderer “ , 

zu mind es t  u nse r e  Vä te r  und 

G r o s s v ä t e r ,  v e r s u c h t e n  o h n e 

Vereinsheim und als Gastgruppe in 

einem deutschen Klub hier in Trenton 

zusammen zu arbeiten, aber es wurde 

immer schwieriger sich anzupassen und 

e i n z u fü g e n .   S o  wu r d e  d i e 

Notwendigkeit wahrgenommen uns 

von dem deutschen Verein zu trennen 

und mussten für einige Jahre oft in den 

Privathäuser unserer Mitglieder und 

auch Kirchenräume benützen um 

unsere Sitzungen und kleinen Feiern zu 

ermöglichen.  Langsam wurde es 

unseren Männern bewusst, dass wir 

eine eigene Vereinsanlage brauchen um 

unser Ahnengut zu bewahren und die 

Traditionen unserer „Dorfkultur“,  wie 

Volkstänze, Trachten und Mundart, 

Lieder, Kochen und Kartenspielen 

einen Stammplatz zu sichern. 

 Im Jahre 1973 hat sich dieser 

Wunsch erfüllt, als unser damalige 

Präsident Willi Michel, mit einigen 

Männern, ein Platz mit zwei alten 

Häusern und einer Scheune auf einem 

1.5 acre Grundstück, auf ihrer Suche 

entdeckten und auch gleich einen Kauf 

durchführten.  Total finanziert von den 

Mitgliedern, mit $500.- oder $1,000.- 

Anleihen, die jetzt alle schon längst 

zurückgezahlt wurden. 

 In den Jahren seither war 

unser Verein sehr erfolgreich.  Mit 

einer starken und gut trainierten 

Jugendtanzgruppe wurden wir bekannt 

nicht nur in unserer Region, sondern 

tanzten auch am „Deutschen Tag“ in 

Washington, DC, sowie in Atlantic 

City und den Catskill Mountains im 

NY Staat.  Sie waren auch immer 

dabei, bei den Treffen, und der 

„Deutschen Tag“ Feier in Holmdale, 

NJ.  Auch bis zu sechzig Schüler, 

drückten Schulbänke in unserem 

Vereinshaus für  viele Jahre und bis 

heute versuchen wir noch immer 

VEREINE DER DONAUSCHWABEN  -   

EINE GUTE IDEE 

 

 

 

 Einige der Großstädte in den 

USA, sowie auch Kanada, haben 

Vereinsheime und oft mit Fussballgelände, 

Picknickplätze und Kinderspielplatz, die 

von Immigranten gegründet wurden.  So 

ist es auch mit uns Donauschwaben.  Wir, 

für viele Jahre eine heimatlose Gruppe, die 

in allen Weltrichtungen auf der Suche 

waren ein neues Zuhause zu finden und 

einen Neubeginn in Bewegung zu bringen, 

sind wieder bodenständig geworden.   

 Nach dem 2. Weltkrieg kamen 

viele Landsleute nach Trenton, New Jersey 

und Umgebung.  Obwohl Trenton keine 

Großstadt ist, war sie doch, vor 60 Jahre 

noch immer eine bekannte Industrie-Stadt 

mit vielen Arbeitsmöglichkeiten.  Trenton 

war damals so bekannt und stolz, daß man 

an der Brückenstruktur mit großen 

Buchstaben den Werbespruch „Trenton 

makes the world takes“ installierte, was 

man bis jetzt noch immer, auch in der 

Nacht, von der Eisenbahnstrecke, sowie 

der neuen Brücke sehen kann.  Es leuchtet 

nächtlich hoch über dem schönen 

Delaware Fluss und ist für jeden 

Reisenden sichtbar. 

Die vielen grossen Unternehmungen wie: 

Bayer Asperin, General Motors, Goodall 

Rubber Co., Congoleum Corp. und viele 

mehr hatten viele Arbeitsplätze die gefüllt 

werden mussten und wo oft die Englische 

Sprache nicht unbedingt notwendig war.  

Es war eine ideale Situation für unsere 

Eltern und Grosseltern. Das war damals 

der Grund warum so viele Landsleute hier 

landeten.  Auch waren schon viele 

Einwanderer hier, die vor und nach dem 

ersten Weltkrieg sich hier sesshaft 

machten.  Der Unterschied zwischen den 

zwei Einwanderungswellen liegt in der 

Tatsache, dass die Einwanderer um die 

Jahrhundertwende und dem ersten 

unseren Kindern mit den deutschen 

Gedichten und Liedern bekannt zu machen, 

und St. Nikolaus und Weihnachtsfeiern zu 

veranstallten, sowie Ostern mit den 

farbenfrohen Ostereier die der Osterhase 

versteckt und die Kinder dann mit grossem 

Eifer suchen und dabei viel Spass haben, ist 

auch immer noch sehr beliebt. 

 Eine unserer  wicht igs ten 

Ahnenpflichten war schon immer, dass wir 

die vielen toten Landsleute und Kinder die 

im Krieg und in den Nachkriegsjahren in 

Titos Vernichtungslager umgekommen 

sind, nicht sie zu vergessen, sie zu ehren 

und für sie zu beten.  Auch mit einer 

Gedenkfeier an Allerheiligen vor dem 

schönen Denkmal mit den Namen der 

Verstorbenen und auch allen die vergessen 

sind und im fremder Erde ruhen und so 

ihnen auf diese Art zu versichern, dass wir 

sie nicht vergessen haben und auch nie 

vergessen werden.   

 Dass, liebe Landsleute sind einige 

der Gründe, warum wir Donauschwaben ein 

Vereinsheim brauchen und Eure Teilnahme 

und Unterstützung so wichtig ist.  

Im Herbst 2016 feierten wir das 60. 

Jubiläum der Donauschwaben, Ortsgruppe 

Trenton, New Jersey.  Es waren 

erfolgreiche Jahre für eine kleine Gruppe 

wie wir es sind.  Fast 300 Gäste waren bei 

unserer 60. Jubiläumsfeier dabei.  Gäste 

von fern und nah, es war ja so schön, man 

ehrte einen kleinen Donauschwaben Verein 

der über all diese 60 Jahre ihr Ahnengut 

ernst genommen hat, ihre Traditionen nicht 

vergessen hat und überall mitmachen, die 

Vereinstür offen hält für Jeden der unsere 

deutsche Art und Traditionen kennen lernen 

möchte und mit uns mitfeiern will. 

 Besucht unseren Verein, macht 

mit, kommt mit euren Freunden, geniesst 

einen Nachmittag bei gutem Essen und 

einem Glas Wein oder Bier, Tee oder 

Kaffee, auch ergeben sich Möglichkeiten, 

manchesmal spontan einen Kanutrip durch 

die schönen Pine Barrens mit ihren 

harmlosen Flüssen zu unternehmen, sowie 

den interessanten oberen Delaware Fluss zu 

erkunden, den Delaware Watergap zu 

durchwandern und noch vieles mehr. 

 Das Leben ist gut und die 

Möglichkeiten sind endlos. 

 

 

 Adam Martini  

 

                                                           Deutsche Ecke, Seite 2 
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Present The 

13th
 Annual Euro-American Auto & Motorcycle 

Show 
Saturday July 15, 2017 

10am – 3pm at the German-American Picnic Grove 

215 Uncle Pete’s Road 

Yardville, NJ 08691 
 

 

Admission free to the General Public 

No Food or Beverages may be brought into the Park. No Pets, Strollers, Bicy-

cles, Skateboards, Radios. Proceeds benefit the clubs scholarship funds. 
For More Information Call or Contact: 

Trenton Danube Swabian Association   German-American Society 
127 Route 156, Yardville NJ 08620        215 Uncle Pete’s Road, Yardville NJ 08620 

609-585-1932  www.Trentondonauschwaben.com      609-585-5200                   www.gakclub.org              

 

                                                                                  

 Note: The Club still needs grab bag  and raffle items, so contact a club officer if you can 

help out with these.            

Shade Trees, Picnic Ta-

bles 

  

40 Awards for Top Vehi-

cles 

Vehicle Registration: 

German/American Foods  

Adult Beverages 

including: Day of Show Only 

$15 - Auto 

$10 - Motorcycle 

Playground & Crafts for 

Kids 

DJ – Music 

Door Prizes 

Grab Bags for 1st 100 En-

tries 

Best Euro Auto 

Best American Auto 

People’s Choice 

(participants) 

  

(Registered by 12 noon to 

be judged) 

Rain date: July 16 

  

    

  

  

http://www.trentondonauschwaben.com/
http://www.gakclub.org/


 

                          

  Newsletter Sponsors and Advertisers  
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Blast from the Past 

Newsletter Sponsors: 
* Familie Marie, Ray, Kathleen &       

Adam Martini *  

* Frau Marlene Novosel & Familie  * 

* Frau Anna Hahn in memory of hus-

band Anton * 

* Familie Bauer in memory of Jacob & 

Theresa  Helleis Bauer and Frank & 

Katie Maas Helleis * 

* Frau Käthe Marx   * 

* In memory of  Otto & Edith Kraus  *  

* Kathleen Lieblang  in memory of  

James Lieblang  * 

* Familie Szmutko in memory of Carl               

& Eva Frey * 

* Familie Rosa Kernast * 

* Herr Peter Kernast, Jr. * 

* Familie Hilda Szmutko * 

*  Franz Knott  in memory of Anna 

Knott* 

* Frau Martha A. Sawadski-Bartlog in  

memory of  Albert Sawadski, Anton 

Geck & Helmut  Bartlog * 

* Herr Edward J. Butrym * 

* Edward T. Woodrow, Jr in memory 

of Magdalene Drobnek Woodrow  and 

Anton & Magdalena Rohrbacher 

Drobnek* 

* Frau Irmgard Thompson * 

* Frau Gerry Thompson * 

* Herr & Frau Herrmann Volltrauer * 

*Priscilla Perkins Bath * 

*Inge Kornfeld  in  memory of   

husband  Hans Kornfeld  &  

parents Franz & Anna Klespies * 

*Frank Groh * 

*John & Appolonia Herdt * 

*Katharine E. Purr Newlon * 

*Harold Huff in memory of  wife 

Mary Patricia Huff and daughter-in-

law Mary Beth Huff* 

*A Friend in memory of Harold Mil-

lion * 

*Alexander and Elfriede Hepp* 

 

 Thanks for your support 



Club Pictures  (2017 Schlachtfest ) 

 

   

 

 

Kudos to all 

our  helpers 

and  

customers 
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 2017 Calendar of Events  

Donauschwaben of Trenton  

 

January 22nd, Sunday, at 1:00 PM Winteressen  
 

January 29th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM Club’s Annual Meeting  
 

February 12th, Sunday, at 12:30 and 3:00 PM SCHLACHTFEST  
 

March 12th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM “Back Home Again” Dinner  
 

April 9th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM Easter Dinner  
 

May 7th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM Mother’s Day Dinner  
 

May 21st, Sunday, (all day) Canoeing in the Pine Barrens  
 

June 11th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM PIG ROAST  
 

4th of July (before, during and after) Canoe & Camping Trip  
 

July 15th, Saturday DS/GAK Euro-American Auto & Cycle Show  
 

July 23rd, Sunday, at 1:00 PM PIG ROAST  
 

September 2nd, 3rd and 4th DS Treffen in Cincinnati, OH  
 

September 17th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM Harvest Festival  
 

October 15th, Sunday at 1 PM Club’s 61st Anniversary  
 

November 5th, Sunday, at 1:00 PM Memorial Service  
 

November 19th, Sunday, at 12:30 and 3:00 PM SCHLACHTFEST  
 

December 3rd, Sunday, at 1:00 PM St. Nikolausfeier  
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Club Cultural Museum                     

 

 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP CONTINUES 
 

 Our Club was delighted to once again host German students, their 

teachers and families, from our local high schools, at both the November and 

February Schlachtfest.   It provided the students (their families and teach-

ers) with a true cultural culinary experience, and they look forward to com-

ing back every year!  Also, our Club offers scholarships to deserving stu-

dents studying German and we will, once again, be attending their annual 

awards nights, scheduled for May and June, to make the presentations.  The 

recipients will also receive an invitation to our annual June Pig Roast.  We 

look forward to welcoming them and introducing them to our members and 

friends! As always, we thank everyone who contributes to our Scholarship 

Fund, through donations and by participating in our raffles!  Vielen Dank!  

 

Left: AutoKlub representative Dennis Bauer presents a check (proceeds 

from annual club auto show) to the fund Chair Liz Tindall.  Below letters 

regarding our 60th.*** 

 

 Trenton Donauschwaben (Continued from page 5) 
 Because of this Trenton was home to numerous immigrant populations including a large Donauschwaben community that 

arrived in the early decades of the 1900s.  All of this made New Jersey a desirable destination for those of us seeking a new life in 

the 1950s. 

 It might be good to note the difference between the early Donauschwaben immigrants and those who came after WWII.  

Simply put:  The early group consisted of those seeking better economic opportunities while the latter group were political refugees 

who could no longer return to their homes safely.  So, while these folks shared the same background they did indeed have vastly 

different life experiences centered on what happened before, during and after WWII.  It wasn’t surprising then that our world  view 

was sometimes different and that we didn’t always see eye to eye. 

 Donauschwaben arriving in the 1950s were the new kids on the block, full of energy and enthusiasm for the great new place 

we now called home.  We wanted to prove we could adapt quickly to our chosen homeland and no longer wanted to be weighed 

down by the desperation and indignities encountered in the aftermath of WWII.  It was in this context that the Trenton Donauschwa-

ben came into existence.  After losing everything we wanted something to call our own.  We wanted our own place to promote, pre-

serve and perpetuate a cultural identity that survived the ravages of war and the ethnic cleansing that followed.  That’s the way we 

felt here in Trenton and that’s the way “new Donauschwaben” felt in almost 20 different cities across Canada and the US where 

other Donauschwaben clubs would form. 

 For over 15 years we survived as a club by meeting at private homes and halls, all while growing steadily in strength and 

numbers.  In 1973 a property was found that would serve our needs so we turned to our members to self-finance the purchase. Doz-

ens of members put up between $500 and $1000 for which they were promised a reasonable rate of return for as long as it took to 

repay the loan. Happily repayment was made in full sometime in the late 1980s and the club has been debt free ever since.   

 Much has been written about the success of our organization and rightly so.   We did it all and did it well: great food, danc-

ing, teaching, singing, car shows, canoeing, hiking, and so much more.  We can all be proud of the fact that we continue to be suc-

cessful and that there’s every reason to be optimistic about the years ahead.  The 60th anniversary celebration last year clearly 

showed that Trenton does not intend to “go gently into that good night”.  We will live on! 

 And so, dear readers, that’s why the Trenton Donauschwaben was established and that’s why it must continue long into the 

future.  Please do all you can to support this wonderful club of ours today, tomorrow and always.   

 Life is good.  The possibilities are endless.  Adam Martini 

Scholarships, Culture & Congrats 



                                          Vielen Dank !  

 
  To all of our members who do the work that always needs 

doing, THANKS!! Whether it’s in the kitchen or out by the tables; 

serving refreshments or baking pastries; selling tickets or cleaning up; 

it takes many fine people a good many hours to make dinner events a 

success.  We truly have some of the finest club members anywhere. 

Danke Schön!! 

  A great big THANKS!! also goes to all of our members and 

friends who attend the club’s activities and purchase 

our Club jackets, shirts, hats, etc.  We appreciate your 

support and look forward to seeing  you again soon.    

 

 

 Auf  Wiedersehen bei den  

  Donauschwaben!                  

TRENTON  DONAUSCHWABEN CLUB COOKBOOK  IS 

HERE 

Attention All Cooks/bakers— The cook books have arrived! The 

book contains over 95 recipes (breakfast, main dishes, appetizers, 

sides, desserts, etc).  A big thanks to all of the many members and 

friends who contributed their treasured recipes.  Also a special thanks 

to Christa Tindall Pullion &  Kim Walter and their helpers for all their 

hard work putting this book together. Vielen Dank!  The cost for this 

keepsake is just $12 .  We have  two hundred copies, so get yours be-

fore they are sold out.     **** 

 

 

      

 Club Members Support Club Members! 

  

Introducing........ 

Dave's Jewelers!    

Long time members of our Club, we hope you'll 

visit Dave's Jewelers for all your jewelry and 

watch repair needs.    

Dennis J. Bauer, V.P., Editor  & Club Genealogist 

        Email: donauschwaben@mail.com 

         215-945-9089 

VEREINIGUNG DER DONAUSCHWABEN  

127 ROUTE 156,  YARDVILLE, NJ  08620 

DSATRENTON@YAHOO.COM  

609-585-1932  

   PRESIDENT—  JOSEPH BRANDECKER  
PRESIDENT@TRENTONDONAUSCHWABEN.COM 

2017 Winter  

EVENTS— DATES & TIMES-

Come out and join us!  

♦ January 22–Winteressen, 1pm. 

 

♦January 29–Club’s Annual Business Meet-

ing, 1pm. 

 

♦Febraury 12—Schlachtfest, 12:30pm and 

3:00pm seating. 

 

♦March 12—”Back Home” Dinner, 1pm. 

 

 

Please call Frau Eva Martini (609) 586-6109 

for all meal reservations (advisable, especially 

for  Schlachtfes ts )  or  emai l  a t 

dsatrenton@aol.com. Chicken is always 

available as an alternative dish (except at the 

Schlachtfest). Please let us know ahead. 

    

Trenton Donauschwaben 

     Club Events for the  2017 

 Hans Martini, Secretary 

Email: Dsatrenton@aol.com 

609-888-2762 

www.trentondonauschwaben

.com 


