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Trentoner Donauschwaben Nachrichten 

Vereinigung der Donauschwaben  

127 Route 156,  Yardvi l le,  NJ 08620 

Points of  Interest  

¶ Bavaria is both the oldest and 

largest state in Germany. There 

are 3 primary dialects spoken 

in Bavaria; Austro-Bavarian, 

Swabian German and East 

Franconian German. 

¶ The world famous Neuschwan-

stein Castle is located in Fues-

sen, Bavaria. Built by King 

Ludwig II (1845-1886). 

¶ Levi  S trauss,  German-

American blue jean manufac-

turer was from Butterheim, 

Bavaria. 

¶ Empress Elisabeth of Austria 

(1837-1898) was from the 

royal Bavarian house of Wit-

telsbach and married Emperior 

Franz Joseph I and became 

Empress of Austria and queen 

of Hungary. 

¶  Source:  Der Ahnenforscher, 

September 2019. Our newslet-

ter is copyrighted ©. All rights 

reserved.   

  

  

2019 Euro-American Auto & Cycle Show 

 

 We celebrated our 15th auto show on 

July 13th with great success. AND no rainé..a 

sunny day for a change. 

 The event was a joint effort of the 

Trenton Donauschwaben and the German-

American Society as in the past 15 years.  

 We had over 100 vehicles present, 

including 1926-2019 cars, trucks and cycles.  

This included non-judged display cars from our 

club members, Old School Euros Car Club and 

two Lucas Auto Group Chevy sales vehicles. 

 We wish to thank all those that en-

tered, the general public that stopped by, our award and raffle item sponsors/donors and all the 

volunteers from our club and the German-American Society that made the show great. The pro-

ceeds go towards our student scholarship fund. 

 The site, food and drinks were provided by the German-American Society with enter-

tainment by DJ Brian and the band ñUnion ñ(guitarist our Mike Lenyo), as they rocked the house 

with several sets on the picnic grove stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

More pictures on pages 6, 7 and 9.. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annual Oktoberfest at the  German-American Society 

Date: September 28 & 29, 12pm.  215 Uncle Petes Road, Yardville, 

NJ. 

 The Philadelphia Brass Band and the Aqua String Band 

from Philadelphia, followed by Spielmannzug Komptendorf from 

Germany and Mercer County's own  No Way Out Band. Madel 

Jager from Pittsburgh on Sunday with the Gaufest 2019 award win-

ning GTV Almrausch dancers. Rain or Shine. Rain moves us to our 

ballroom.                    ****  

 

Our Club is celebrating its 63rd anniversary this year.  Please join 

us at our Stiftungsfest 2019! 

New Date:   October 20, 2019 

Please note:  this event was originally scheduled for October 

13.   It is being changed to Sunday, October 20.  Please make a 

note of it and stay tuned for further details.  ****  

 

 

Keeping tradition alive 

By Nikola Milivojeviĺ 

 

 In my work to improve my knowl-

edge of the German language during my stu-

dent exchange in the summer semester of 

2019 at the University Otto-Friedrich in 

Bamberg Germany ( Master of History), I 

used the chance to promote the history of 

Donauschwaben located in the region of 

Batchka by incorporating its local history and 

language.  

 I did  so by taking German writing 

courses such as Vortrag and Discussion C 1, 

and Landeskunde B 2. In these courses, I gave presentations on 

Donauschwaben history, linguistics linguistic, ethnology, cuisine, 

etc. In my pursuit  to better explain the customs and the old way of 

life in the Donauschwabian village, I dressed up as a Donauschwab 

drummer and presented my project in four languages: German, Ser-

bian, Slovakian and Hungarian.  A special focus was placed on how 

the German culture has influenced the Autonomous Province of 

Vojvodina in Serbia.  

 I also expanded my knowledge while enrolled in the 

course Serbo-Kroatische-Bosnische Landeskunde, during which I 

spoke about the linguistic adaptations and the history of the German 

people and their neighbors in Vojvodina from the 18th century to 

1945. I particularly referred to today's dialect in Vojvodina and 

focused the German words still used by its speakers. Besides that I 

made a special presentation on the life and achievements of Franz 

Eisenhut, a famous Orientalist painter from his hometown of 

Batschka (Backa)  Palanka. 

Note: Nikola contacted me several years ago regarding the 

Donauschwaben of  Backa Palanka where he was a high school 

student in Backa Palanka interested in local history. We have ex-

changed  information over the years and he has conducted some 

personal family history research for me over the years as he pur-

sued his interest in college.  His family helped over 200 

Donauschwaben after WWII. The club appreciates this article for  

publication in our newsletter. Vielen Dank Nikola. Dennis J. Bauer 

****  
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 Please support the events at our sister clubs! 



 

 

 

 

The 4th WeltTreffen 

 In Hungary &  

Romania 

(see article on page  5) 

 

 

 

Group from our club and 

the UGH attended event 

in July-August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donauschwaben History & Culture   
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 Club Officers & Newsletter Staff  

  Joseph Brandecker, Jr.  President.  Dennis J. Bauer, Vice President/Newsletter Editor 

 Bob Walter, Vice President. Kim Walter, Club Photographer 

Alfred Tindall, Treasurer & Mike Lenyo, Vice -Treasurer    

Hans Martini, Secretary. Eva Martini, Recording Secretary (Fill in Brittaney Brandecker) 

 Staff Writers: Hans & Adam Martini, Liz Tindall, Andy Franz, Christa Tindall Pullion & Michael Lenyo & others  

Melanie Brandecker, Newsletter Copy Editor 

AutoKlub Leader and staff:  Terry Huff , Pat Huff & Colin Huff  

Website Committee:  Tom RubinoðWeb Master, Dennis J. Bauer & Hans Martini 

Genealogical & Historical Researcher:  Dennis J. Bauer  

Mail Room Coordinator:  Eva Martini  

Congrats to Sofi Walter on receiving 

her  Speech Language Pathologist li-

cense. Now a  M.S. CCC-SLP. After 6 

years of hard work. Kudos! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look Who's Celebrating a Birthday 

in August and Guess Who's Coming 

Home ..... 
 

Greetings Friends and Family,  

 No one could have guessed 

just prior to her accident that Eva Mar-

tini would spend the next 10 months 

(and her 79th birthday on August 18th!) 

in a medical care facility.  Those of us 

who saw the wreckage of her pickup truck know she is lucky to 

have survived at all.  It's hard not to believe her survival and 

recovery is anything short of miraculous.  

 THE GREAT NEWS IS THE EVA IS NOW HOME-

HOME AS OF THE 17TH....THE DAY BEFORE HER 

BIRTHDAY, AND WHAT A GREAT BIRTHDAY GIFT 

THAT WAS!!!!   

 Her ability to move about is improving and she's do-

ing quite well with a walker. The long journey to recovery has 

been helped by the tremendous support she's received from 

each and every one of you through your thoughts, prayers and 

well-wishes.  We are so grateful!    

 Eva's spirits are excellent and she sends her best to 

everyone for a great August.   She looks forward to seeing eve-

ryone again very soon!  With affection, Eva's Family 

Membership News  

Membership Happenings (births, engagements, weddings, deaths, anniversaries, graduations)  

 Get Well/Thinking of you to members, Eva Martini, Donna Gruzlovic , Sepp Brandecker, Hilde Schintzler, Richard 

West and Erika Volltrauer, and those members that we were not aware of .  

 

 

 

No new members this quarter.  
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Happy 70th Birthday 

to member Dennis J. 

Bauer in August. 

***  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congrats to member Kathleen Martin 

on receiving a certificate of appreciation 

from the International Donauschwaben 

Verband.. Kudos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Response to Our Message of Sympathy: 
At our most recent Spiessbraten event, our 

Club members signed a sympathy card for the 

Verband's Secretary, Elisabeth Miehle.  She so 

graciously responded and we'd like to share 

her note with all of you.   

Dear Hans and Members of the Trenton Club:  

We thank you for your kind words of sympathy.  John had a very 

hard and long illness.  He is at peace now and pain free. All my 

love to each and every one who thought about our family during 

this difficult time.  

Elisabeth Miehle and Family 



 

 

 

The 4th World Donauschwaben Treffen 

 

 The 4thWelttreffen der Donauschwaben wrapped up just two weeks ago (early Au-

gust), where participants traveled to both Hungary and Romania for a two week long cultural 

conference. I had been a participant on the 3rd Welttreffen, on which we stayed in the Budapest 

area, so I knew that we were all in for a life changing trip (with very little sleep!). A few things 

were different this time around, though: for one, this is the first time that the organizers strayed 

away from Budapest and focused the program in southern Hungary, where our home base was a 

German-Hungarian boarding school in the town of Baja, and Romania, where we stayed in a 

hostel in Hatzfeld/Jimbolia. For another, the participant count exploded from last time: where 

we had only brought between 20 and 30 participants from North America before, now we had 

60! 

 Almost every day started with breakfast and a dance workshop, which usually lasted 

for three or four hours. Different dance instructors from different villages would come to teach 

us some of their own choreography or choreography from their village. If you've ever seen a 

group from Europe perform on their tours of the United States, you know how incredible they are, so to learn from the same people 

was a dream. We learned Kirchweih dances, children's dances, and some dances that are known by all of the dance groups in Roma-

nia and elsewhere, and although we were normally very tired (and sweaty: it's the hottest summer on record in Europe, and 

there©úÊs no air conditioning!), we were all energized by the opportunity to learn from the best and dance with all of our new 

friends.  

 Our schedule for the rest of the day varied from day to day and location to location. Sometimes we had additional work-

shops for singing, skirt starching, or Kirchweihhut making, or a lecture on Donauschwaben history, the Vertreibung, or 

Donauschwaben clubs in other places around the world, like Brazil and South Africa. Other times we crowded onto our two tour 

buses and set off to explore other Donauschwaben towns nearby. On these days, the schedule was familiar: one schnapps upon arri-

val, a tour of the village and its church, museum, mill, or other landmarks, a fantastic dinner with more food than we could possibly 

eat, and a performance by the village's musicians and dancers. Oh, and wine. Lots and lots of wine. These days were so fun, because 

we got to meet new people and make new friends (and spend the last 10 minutes before we went home frantically trying to find each 

other on Facebook). We danced and drank with our new friends well into the night, and it was always a battle between us and the 

organizers to get us on the bus and get us home!  

 There were a few special moments on the trip that I will remember for the rest of my life. The first, and the real crown jewel 

of the trip, was the Kirchweih we celebrated in Warjasch. It was my first Kirchweih, and truly it was the best day ever. I wore my 

family's Tracht from Palanka (including all five underskirts!), and the day started with us raising the Kirchweihbaum in the front of 

the community center. Then the Welttreffen participants, dance groups from Warjasch, Jimbolia, and the surrounding towns, and 

even the Siebenburger Sachsen all got in line and paraded around the village. What a sight to be seen: 101 couples in full Tracht pa-

rading down the middle of the street! We made a few stops before we made it to the church for mass and the blessing of the 

Strauss,  and the hosts always had plenty of wine and snacks to sustain us on our march. A friend of mine had the foresight to wear 

her Fitbit, and it said our full march was 7.5 miles! My feet and hips were not happy with me the next day, but it was a truly beauti-

ful day filled with so much joy and friendship. After mass, of course, we had a huge party back at the community center with tons of 

dancing, singing, drinking, and friendship. It was definitely one of the top three days of my life.  

 Another highlight for me was actually our last day. We spent the last two days near Budapest (my favorite city in the 

world), and on the first evening, we took a river cruise on the Donau that was truly breathtaking. The wine was flowing (are you 

sensing a common thread here?) as we ate dinner and were treated to a guided tour of the city's history and the significance of the 

various buildings lining the river. The best night of the trip, though, was also our last night. We were hosted in the town of Taksony/

Taks for an Abschiedsfeier, and we got to reunite with some of our friends from Biatorbagy/Kleinturwall and Taksony/Taks that we 

have met on their travels to the United States. The mayor of the town and vice president of the Weltdachverband, Laszlo Kreisz, 

gave us a tour of the village, but not just any tour: we were all escorted around in Trabants of all different colors! We watched both 

the Biatorbagy and the Taksony groups dance and milked every second out of our last night. We truly never wanted it to end. 

 It was so incredible for me to be able to be on this trip. To learn about our history and culture in the place from where it all 

originated: there's nothing like it. Equally important, though, is the connections that we're building and strengthening by being there 

and meeting our Donauschwaben brothers and sisters from other parts of the world. Maintaining these connections and friendships is 

what will ensure the survival of the Donauschwaben culture throughout the world. I'm lucky to be a part of it, and I'm grateful to 

have this global community. Now to find a Hungarian language class near me!     

 

                                                                     Kathleen A. Martini 

Deutsche Ecke, Seite 1  
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    Vee Dubs lineup.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

 prize goes to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The Winner isé. 

Auto Show Pictures 1  
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Thanks goes out to all our helpers..including our 

youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         Raffle and Door Prize Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peopleôs Choice,  Top Euro, Top Bike and Top American 

picks... 

                                Auto Show Pictures 2  
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