Mansfield Treffen
The Mansfield Liederkranz sits in the middle of the fair state of Ohio making it one of the more conveniently located clubs for us here in the Trenton area.  It’s run by a friendly and dedicated group of volunteers who make visitors feel welcome and cared for.  In fact, it has been the location of five Donauschwaben Treffen since we started doing these gatherings and this year’s edition this past Labor Day Weekend was one of their best.  
It would be a bit of a stretch to say that “getting there is half the fun”.  Let’s face it, driving anywhere for 8 hours is never really fun-fun in this day and age of heavy traffic and endless roadwork but it wasn’t really that bad either.  Route I-80 takes you through some of the nicest scenery in Pennsylvania which is a definite plus.  Of course, if you are driving the Millenium Falcon as three of our nine attending members do, well, you just ring up warp speed and the trip is basically over before you know it.  That group has perfected the fine art of stealth driving even while piloting one of the largest passenger vehicles on the road.  Of course, they didn’t crisscross the Delaware River three times as another group did while seeking “the fastest way there” either!  
Okay, enough of the driving drama, now to the event.  As many of our astute readers know, there are 14 active Donauschwaben clubs across the USA and another half dozen in Canada.  American clubs are united under what’s called the “Dachverband der Donauschwaben, USA” and Trenton’s very own Ray Martini serves as its president.  Every year the clubs from both countries gather at one of the associated clubs to celebrate our cultural heritage through dance, song, music, food, beverages and all the wonderful fellowship that goes with.  You “might” remember our own Treffen held right here in the Garden State just three years ago.  Has it been three years already??  
Friday night was the informal meet ‘n greet at the host’s clubhouse.  Basically, you grabbed a beverage and walked around the hall talking to friends and acquaintances from around the continent.  For those not so inclined, you just enjoyed the good food and live music before heading back to your hotel room.  Either way, it served to put you in a Treffen kind of mood for the next two days of activities.
Saturday kicked off with the grand march of clubs which is always a Treffen highlight.  It featured colorful Tracht worn by hundreds of participants, all of whom were smiling, laughing and cheering. This created the splendid visual you remember long after the long drive home.  The groups of American and Canadian Donauschwaben ended up on the soccer field where a few speeches and the national anthems eventually gave way to a big group dance.   The dance is for our young people, and it is always a sight to behold.   It should be noted that Trenton members Ray Martini and his daughter Kathleen Martini were among those few giving speeches as president and national youth leader respectively.  They were excellent!
The rest of Saturday featured dance groups and live bands performing inside the hall and outside on the pavilion.  One oddity of the Mansfield organization is the presence of (legal!) slot machines in one for their side rooms.  You can literally watch a few dance performances and then go and try your luck on a “one-armed-bandit” if that’s your pleasure.  Interesting!   The evening concluded with a DJ catering to the youngest generations who danced the night away before returning to their hotels.
Sunday morning saw several Trenton members attending meetings while others enjoyed an extended rest back at the hotel.  President Ray Martini presided over the first meeting and DS Foundation chair Ed Tullius from Cincinnati the second.  Both covered many relevant issues – there’s a lot going on in the Donauschwaben world after all!  As soon as the meetings ended inside, the prayer service/mass started outside.  The pavilion was packed with church goers, and the participation was loud and clear.
Singing and praying gave way to eating and drinking which is the way it always was “back home” we are told.  Hey, we’re just honoring our cultural heritage!  Music then commenced, dancers started performing and the sky shone brightly throughout.  It was another wonderful day at the 2025 Mansfield Treffen!  
As the day started to draw to a close, it was time to reflect on all the activities, good food and camaraderie enjoyed over the course of the weekend.  What a good time we had! Plans are already brewing for next year’s Treffen to be held in the “windy city” of Chicago.  Everyone is invited so make plans to join us!
Trenton thanks the fine members of the Mansfield Liederkranz and their president Karl Schuster for the endless planning, preparation and hours and hours of hard work that went into making this a super event.  Herzlichen Dank!



	
