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Come Ccelebrate Christmas 
 & Hanukkah with the 

 Grace & Truth Magazine 
family! 

With Grateful Hearts Full of Love,



with Jessica Stern Foster



GRACE & TRUTH MAGAZINE

As we walk through stores during this Christmas and Hanukkah season, we hear the holiday 
carols and songs filling the air. The hustle and bustle to get the right gifts for your friends 
and loved ones seems ever pressing! Yet, we mustn't forget the true meaning of this time 
and season. 
  
 As we come together and Believers in our Messiah Yeshua, we are all celebrating that the 
Light (Yeshua Jesus) has come! While us Jewish Believers are lighting our menorah  candles 
for eight crazy nights filled with family, fun, gifts, and all things fried... We remember the 
miracle of Hanukkah.  
  
 There was only one small cruse of pure oil, enough to light the menorah in the Temple for 
one day. But it lasted eight days, in time to produce new pure oil and the menorah was able 
to remain lit and never burn out. This miracle is attributed to God and the faith that the 
Children of Israel had in God.  
  
 We know that our God is faithful! Because of God's great love for us, He sent His Son to be 
born in a manger! You may believe that Yeshua Jesus was born at Christmastime, during the 
Feasts, or at Passover. Yet no matter, we come together to celebrate the birthday of our 
Messiah, Yeshuia Jesus! 
  
 We hope that you find peace, joy, and the love of Yeshua Jesus during this CHRISTmas and 
Hanukkah season of the year! 

Welcome 
Notes...

May This CHRISTmas  Time Remind 
You Of Yeshua Jesus Birth As We 
Celebrate That The Light Has 
Come!  To You And Your Family, 
 Chag Urim Sameach!
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from the Founder & Editor



"It's the most wonderful time of the year!" The loudspeaker blared out the joyful lyrics of the 
familiar holiday song that snowy afternoon on Christmas Eve. Everywhere I glanced, people were
searching for last-minute gift purchases, holiday baking ingredients or that one final string of 
twinkle lights that would make their Christmas picturesque, HGTV approved, and downright Norman 
Rockwell perfect. 
  
However, as I stood in front of the store front brick singing Carols while ringing the Salvation Army 
bell, I noticed a man sitting in his car watching and listening. I had passers by depositing money into 
the red kettle when the nice Cadillac pulled into the premium parking spot near the door. The night 
was busy with shoppers of that small Shore town of Onancock as Christmas was only hours away and 
within reach.  

I noticed the older lady exit the car passenger’s door with the man’s assistance. And instead of going 
into the shop with the woman, the man returned to the car. He pulled off into another spot, likely 
being kind to allow someone else to enjoy the close proximity. Yet a few minutes later, with the spot 
still empty, the man pulled back into the coveted spot and sat with the car running. 

It was cold that night. I could see my breath with every word I sang. I caroled into a long Gevity of 
1920s to 30s and then 40s Christmas adorations, singing for someone else’s supper. I felt like I knew 
who the man was in the driver’s seat. Yet, I kept singing with the joy of Yeshua Jesus in my heart.  

As I continued to sing, I noticed the man weeping into his steering wheel. I prayed for him while I 
sang and asked the Holy Spirit to touch his heart, mind/soul, and body! And then it hit me! A lump in 
my throat and an ache in my heart hit me hard. This was the same man who had treated me so poorly 
some ten years earlier when he found out I was a Jew and almost spit in my face when he heard that I 
loved Yeshua Jesus as my Messiah.  

As I watched the man cry harder into his steering wheel, I asked God to forgive me for hating that 
man and that if I had done anything to offend him, to forgive me, too! While knowing that my mere 
Jewishness was enough for offense for some, I still gave it to Yeshua and to foot of the Cross! And 
then my song: Away In The Manger came to an end and I heard the Holy Spirit ever so softly nudge 
me to sing Silent Night. So I did. 

At the end of the hymn, I paused for something warm to drink. The cold air was taking a toll on my 
voice and I was hoping to be able to enjoy Christmas Day without miming to everyone! And while my 
head was turned, the man from the Cadillac had exited his car and made his way to my kettle. 

I wasn’t sure if he would remember me. As he approached, he kindly asked, very softly… Young Lady, 
do you remember me?    I smiled and kindly replied… A long time ago, but I am not that little girl 
anymore. I hope you are finding peace this Christmas?! 

Finding Hope Again During the Holiday Season 
with Jessica Stern Foster 

"A Father to the fatherless, a Defender of widows, His God in is holy 
dwelling. God sets the lonely in families..."  Psalm 68:5-6a (NIV)

A Father to the Fatherless 
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CHRISTmas

The Grace And Truth Magazine Family  
 invites you to join us for
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MERRYCHRISTmas!

Please join us each week as we dive a little deeper into the Word of God and pray 
for the world around us. Every week, as we gather together, we learn, we grow, we 
pray, we cry, we praise the Lord, and we make Him the center of our hectic lives.  

If you would like to learn more about our ministry, go to 
GraceAndTruthMagazine.com. From there you can learn more about, 
 "Worship at the ROC", by selecting the W.A.R. tab. 
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HANUKKAH



The man bowed his head and began to tell me that after he had been so cruller to me all those years 
ago, his life took a very long, dark road. He told me know his businesses collapsed and his son was 
killed, he had lost so much, yet his wife by some grace, stuck with him through the thick and the
thin, but not without its trials. The man asked me to forgive him for being so mean to me so long ago. 

I told him how sorry I was to hear of all his loss and that forgiveness had been given all those years 
ago! I asked if I could give him a hug. That hug was the most genuine hug and then I shared with him 
how Yeshua Jesus loved him and still cared about him. I told him that the Lord was returning his joy 
and to not lose hope. The man then shared with me that he had become bitter and had planned to 
take his own life later than night, but hearing me sing Silent Night was the answer to his prayer that 
he wouldn’t go through with making his wife a widow.  

We talked for a little more, he even put some very large money into the kettle as we laughed how I 
sang so hard for other people’s supper like it was my own. His wife came and he helped her in the car. 
They sat there talking and she began to cry. I received a hug from her before they left.  

Shortly after, my parents had arrived back at the kettle to check on me and so we could soon pack up 
the kettle. I shared with them about what had happened. My Dad remembered the man well and we 
were all happy that he found the peace of Yeshua Jesus that night instead of the end of his gun barrel. 
  
Ever since that year, our family has become even more aware of the fact that for many, Christmas are 
not the most wonderful time of the year for some. It is downright painful for so many. Loneliness 
looms. Depressions darken for some.   Even suicides soar.   While scores of us delight in the yuletide 
season, drinking in deep the sights, sounds and smells, there are others who meander about, numb 
from pain, despising the season. 
  
A sweet neighbor of mine once told me, "Christmas is an excuse for making someone's life better." 
She was so right! Right in our midst, there are souls waiting to be encouraged and included at the 
holidays. If only we would cease our own sometimes self-centered hustle and bustle long enough to 
see! 
  
This season has become so commercialized with the expectancy of Instagram photos and TikTok 
rock out themes!    Christmas is so not about getting. Its very essence is giving in remembrance of 
what God gave us… His Son! 
  
When our family has been intentional about being Yeshua Jesus hands and feet at the holidays, He 
has allowed us to brighten the lives of many and, in return, make our own season even sweeter. 
We've Christmas caroled while bell ringing, decorated cookies and sent cards, shopped for the needy, 
baked for the brokenhearted, taken in a wandering foreign exchange student once upon a time and 
often included the lonely in our normal Christmas and Hanukkah activities as if they were part of our 
family…. 
  
Because really, they are.  Maybe it is your family God wants to set a lonely soul in this year. Vow this 
Christmas and Hanukkah season to use this time as an excuse to make someone else’s life better. As a 
result, your life too will be immeasurably blessed. 
   
Dear Lord, at this time when You sent Your Son, Yeshua Jesus to earth, may I too reach out to make 
someone's life richer, fuller, and far less lonely. As Colossians 3:17 says, that whatever I do in word 
or deed, that I do it in Your Name Lord so that my actions give thanks to You, O Lord, and glory to 
You alone! I want to be Your hands and feet. Help me reflect Your love this season and always! In the 
Might Name of Yeshua Jesus, Amen! 

w w w . G r a c e A n d T r u t h M a g a z i n e . c o m



THE MESSIANIC BELIEVER'S 
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
FAMILY GUIDE

The 11th chapter of Daniel records a prophecy concerning a tyrant who 
would someday rule over the people of Judah. Daniel prophesied that this 
man would profane the holy temple by entering the Holy of Holies 
demanding to be worshipped as God. This prophecy was fulfilled in 168 BCE 
by the Syrian king Antiochus IV Epiphanes. The history of this evil ruler is 
recorded in the book of Maccabees. 
  
In the year 168 BCE, Antiochus issued his “Evil Decrees”. Maccabees 1:41 
states, “Throughout his empire, his subjects were all to become one people 
and abandon their own laws and religion.” Antiochus began at this time to 
believe that he himself was the earthly manifestation of the supreme god of 
the Greek pantheon, Zeus Olympios. Antiochus’ claim to be God coincided 
with his persecution of the Jewish people. His Evil Decrees are listed in 
1Maccabees 2:1-7. Antiochus… 
  
1. …ordered the destruction of the Torah scrolls. 
2. …enforced eating of swine’s flesh. 
3. …made it illegal to circumcise sons. 
4. …forbade observance of the Sabbath and holy days. 
5. …discontinued morning and evening sacrifices. 
6. …desecrated the temple and dedicated it to the worship of Zeus. 
7. …set up the abomination of desolation. 
  
No one knows exactly what the abomination was, but it was probably some 
sort 
of image which represented both Zeus and Antiochus that was set up in the 
Holy of Holies. 

A Brief History of Hanukkah

w w w . G r a c e A n d T r u t h M a g a z i n e . c o m



Daniel’s prophecy refers to three types of people at this time: 
  
A) “Such as do wickedly against the covenant…” (11:32) These were 
the Hellinizers. 
  
B) “…many [who] shall join themselves unto them by flatteries…” 
(11:34) These were the ones who were willing to go either way with 
their allegiance. 
  
C) “…that are wise among the people [who] shall instruct many. 
And some of them that are wise shall fall.” (11:33, 35) These were 
the Hasidim.





In 165 BC, the Jews under the leadership of Judas Maccabeus overthrew the 
much larger Syrian army. After cleansing the temple, the temple was 
rededicated on the 25th of Kislev. The priests found only enough 
uncontaminated oil for one night’s lighting of the menorah. But, miraculously, 
the oil burned for eight days. 
  
It is tradition that the eight-day celebration of Hanukkah represents the 
important first eight days in the conception of a child. This is why birth is 
related to giving light. It is also a tradition that the lighting of the candles will 
announce the conception of Messiah because the acronym of “We light eight 
days of Hanukkah” in the Talmud spells out “Messiah”: מ דליק ין ש מונהי מי ח נכוה 
(madlikin shemonah yomei Chanukah). 
  

  
  
There are many significant reasons why believers should observe the Hanukkah 
season. Here are a few: 
  
• It is a time to celebrate God’s victory over our spiritual enemy. 

• We are “temples” that have been cleansed and made holy by God’s victory. 

• As temples of the holy spirit, we too should dedicate ourselves to God. 

• The eight days of Hanukkah illustrate that dedication to God is a process 
which takes place over an extended period of time. 

• Hanukkah illustrates that as our dedication grows, so too does our light. 

• The shamash (servant) candle reminds us that Yeshua is the shamash light of 
the world and we derive our light from Him. 

• The lighting of the menorah impresses upon the minds of our children the 
importance of dedicating themselves to God and being lights in the world. 

• If there had been no Hanukkah, there would be no Christmas.

HANUKKAH   OBSERVANCE
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Read: Psalm 19:7-11 / 119:1-16 
Meditation: Thank God for providing the light of His 
Word. Commit to becoming a more dedicated student of 
God’s Word and to living it out in our current culture. 

   
Read: Leviticus 11:44-47 / 1Peter 1:13-19 
Meditation: Thank God for providing for us a better way to 
live. Dedicate yourself to following His ways more 
faithfully, instead of the ways of the world. 
  
  

Read: Deuteronomy 6:4-7, 20-25 / Ephesians 6:1-4 
Meditation: Thank God for the family you were born into 
and for those who have joined your family since. Pray that 
you will be a more loving servant to your family and lift up 
any family members who do not yet know their Savior. 

  

Read: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 / Joshua 1:8 / James 1:22-25 
Meditation: Thank God for His commandments, for the 
protection they provide you, and for the light they produce 
through you. Commit yourself to a greater level of 
obedience to God and His ways. 

Day One – The Word of God

Day Two - Holiness

Day Three - Family

Day Four - Obedience

w w w . G r a c e A n d T r u t h M a g a z i n e . c o m



Read: Romans 12:1-2 / Galatians 2:20 
Meditation: Ask God to help you relinquish any fear you 
have of serving Him 
completely. 
   

Read: Luke 24:44-47 / Acts 17:29-31 / Revelation 2:4-5 
Meditation: As God to reveal those things that you need to 
be put aside. Ask Him to give you a greater love and 
appreciation for living a holy life. Thank Him for 
accepting you into His family. 
  
  

Read: Psalm 30 / Matthew 22:16-21 
Meditation: Pray using expressions of joy, praise, 
adoration, and thanksgiving to the Lord for the joy of 
knowing Messiah Yeshua. Pray for those ministering in 
Israel that they can be lights for the Messiah in their 
communities. Pray that all believers will dedicate 
themselves more fully to God’s service. 

  
Read: Genesis 1:3-5 / John 1:1-14 / Matthew 5:14-16 
Meditation: Turn out all household light. have everyone 
look at the Hanukkah lights while someone reads Isaiah 
60:1-5. Pray that the Lord 

Day Five - Sacrifice

Day Six - Repentance

Day Seven - Dedication

Day Eight - Light

w w w . G r a c e A n d T r u t h M a g a z i n e . c o m





Holday Deals

https://rlm-book.webflow.io/


https://rlm-book.webflow.io/


WE HAVE INSERTED THE BOOK OF MACCABEES 
TO HELP ASSIT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN 
SHARING THE MIRICLE OF HANUKKAH!

�e Book of Maccabees

C H R I S T m a s  &  H a n u k k a h  E d i t i o n  5 7 8 3  /  2 0 2 2
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Prayer Cards 
That Impact 
Our website and APP offer a variety of 
prayer cards and declaration cards to help 
with both corporate prayers and to help 
kick start your day! We utilize these cards 
within our own ministry team, lives, and 
for our families. We hope you take some 
time to check out these prayer cards. May 
they bless you and your family as much as 
they have blessed ours!

www.GraceAndTruthMagazine.com
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with Heather Speck



W E L C O M I N G  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  A N D  
G U E S T S  T O  Y O U R  H O M E . . .  
W I T H  E X P E R T  H E L P  F R O M  
H E A T H E R  S P E C K

Home & 
Hearth 

CHRISTmas /  Hanukkah Edit ion 5783 /  2022

It’s that time of the year where we're getting together with friends and family and 
celebrating to Christmas and Hanukkah! 

Those that follow me on social media know how much I love to decorate for Christmas! 
My family feels the Christmas cheer throughout the season, and I like to start 
decorating for Christmas early! I love the season where my Savior was born! We 
celebrate His birth, and we give to remember how our Abba Father in Heaven gave His 
Son to save us! It truly is the most magical time of the year! It is also the busiest! 

Whether your guests plan to spend the night or they’re just calling in for a catch up, you 
want to make sure everything in your home is nice and presentable. It’s important that 
your guests feel welcomed in your home, and can be as comfortable while feeling the 
love and warmth of our Messiah! Here are a few things you can do to help your holiday 
season be a little more enjoyable: 

Have a clean home 
  
It sounds obvious, but in the hustle it can be hard. Your home doesn’t need to 
be spotless, Sweet Friend! You are who folks are coming to see, not your 
home! But if you're like me, you probably want it nice and tidy for your 
guests. If your guests are spending the night, make sure your guest room is 
fully cleaned up with some fresh bedding. Maybe add some extra amenities 
like water bottles, beverages, snacks, care kits, and the coveted Wi-Fi 
password. 

w w w . G r a c e A n d T r u t h M a g a z i n e . c o m



Stock up 
  
Whether it’s Christmas, 
Hanukkah, or any time of the 
year, you should absolutely stock 
up on items that your guests 
enjoy. Try looking into buying 
their favorite food, making one 
of their favorite dishes, or even 
some drinks that they like. Ask 
them before their visit what 
their dietary requirements are so 
there won’t be any awkward 
situations around that. The fact 
you've considered them truly 
goes a long way and makes 
them feel welcome. 

Kid Friendly 
  
It’s the Christmas, Hanukkah 
season! Make sure that if the 
kiddos are visiting, they have 
plenty of things to keep them 
occupied! Your china cabinet 
with thank you later… and 
Memaws crystal vase or other 
precious family heirloom! Kid 
friendly placemats at the table 
are nice, but often kids will need 
more to keep them entertained 
than watching us adults make 
conversation! Games are always 
a hit… Like the Dreidel game, 
cards, boardgames, coloring, or 
maybe some football outside 
(weather permitting). 
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Rules To Play Dreidel 
  
1. Any number of people can take part. 
  
2. Each player begins the game with 
an equal number of game pieces 
(about 10-15) such as pennies, nuts, 
chocolate chips, raisins, matchsticks, 
etc. 
  
3. At the beginning of each round, 
every participant puts one game piece 
into the center “pot.” In addition, every 
time the pot is empty or has only one 
game piece left, every player should 
put one in the pot. 
  
4. Every time it’s your turn, spin the 
dreidel once. Depending on the side it 
lands on, you give or get game pieces 
from the pot. For those who don’t read 
Hebrew, some dreidels also feature a 
transliteration of each letter. If yours 
doesn’t, use the photo below as a 
cheat sheet: 

a) Nun means “nisht” or “nothing.” The 
player does nothing. 

b) Gimel means “gantz” or 
“everything.” The player gets 
everything in the pot. 
  
c) Hey means “halb” or “half.” The 
player gets half of the pot. (If there is 
an odd number of pieces in the pot, 
the player takes half of the total plus 
one). 
  
d) Shin (outside of Israel) means “shtel” 
or “put in.” The player adds a game 
piece to the pot. 
  
5. If you find that you have no game 
pieces left, you are either “out” or may 
ask a fellow player for a “loan.” 
When one person has won everything, 
that round of the game is over! 
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https://4727378.igen.app/


 Jessica Stern Foster 
 Joselyn LaFavers 
 Melissa Sundblom 
   
  
  
 Jim Carey 
 Jessica Stern Foster 
 Melissa Sundblom 
 Heather Speck 
 Charista Hueker 
 Jon Sundblom 
  
  
  
  Jessica Stern Foster 

  
 Heather Speck 
  
  
  

  
  
  Jon Sundblom 
  Charista Hueker

Editors:

Writers:

Graphic Design:

Photography

Marketing & 
Media:

w w w . G r a c e A n d T r u t h M a g a z i n e . c o m



FOLLOW US ON FB: 

FOLLOW US ON IG: 

RedeemOurChildren 

RedeemOurChildren

www.RedeemOurChildren.org
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