Shira Ilana Leeder
 Cell: (650) 814-3247; E-mail: shira@leeder.com


OBJECTIVE

To utilize my professional and volunteer experiences for employment, volunteer and internship opportunities as a disability advocate, speaker and educator.
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
NON-PROFIT

Peer Support Coordinator, Center for Independence of Individuals with Disabilities, Hybrid - 8/2023 to 11/2024

· Arranged and organized the weekly peer support group for people with disabilities.
· Created the basic guidelines, ground rules and structure of the peer support meeting as well doing documentation reports on CIL Suite.  
· Discussed various topics like self-advocacy, the concept of independence, fear, using icebreaker questions, meditation practice routine, YouTube Videos, and shared poems
· Set up and tore down meeting rooms.
Leadership Department Apprentice, Disability Belongs / RespectAbility, Virtual, 7/2022 to 2/2023
· Researched the mission and purpose of potential partnership organizations for the Disability Speakers Bureau
· Wrote articles for RespectAbility’s weekly newsletter.
· Invited speakers to present to the fall 2022 national leadership program.
· Planned and hosted weekly apprenticeship peer mentoring sessions.
GOVERNMENT

Commissioner, City of Berkeley, Commission on Disability, Berkeley, Ca, 09/2013 to 06/2021
· Sat on a commission with 5 others as advisory board to make policy and disability recommendations to the City of Berkeley Council.
· Initiated policy and practical initiatives including implementation of Universal Design awareness to the City of Berkeley’s Housing Department, identification and repair of the many broken sidewalks in Berkeley impeding safe access for the disabled, creating more disabled accessible parking spaces in city garage lots, and the creation of a disability-friendly emergency services plan in cooperation with City of Berkeley emergency services such as Easy Does It and BEACON. 

Investigative Intern, United States Department of Justice, Disability Rights Section, Washington D.C, 06/05-08/05
· Reviewed ADA cases for accuracy, wrote 20+ memos on pending ADA cases

· Handled communications for ADA complaints, wrote summaries of each compliant.
Assistant, Office of Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, Palo Alto, California, 09/02-12/02

              



· Responsible for Constituent communications. Maintained constituent contact database and updated directory.

· Conducted a disability-specific research project on a yellow page book of disability services.

Senator, Associated Students of the University of California,  09/04-05/04






· Communications: Advertised and promoted ASUC events through newsletters and e-mails to the general campus public.

· Advocacy: Created proposals to make campus physically accessible for those with mobility disabilities, Planned four disability informative workshops during Disability Awareness Week. 
DISABILITY ACTIVISM
Ms. Wheelchair California 2012, 09/12-03/2013

· Advocate / Ambassador for people with disabilities throughout the state of California.

· Made personal appearances and speeches as Ms. Wheelchair California across California and beyond
· Advocated the importance of community gardens, nutritional awareness and healthy eating options for the disabled community
President, Ms. Wheelchair California Pageant Inc., State of California, 5/2013 – 10/2013

· Served as Advisor to the new Ms. Wheelchair California 2013 titleholder

· Arranged and conducted board meetings
Assistant Campaign Manager, Ms. Wheelchair America 2016,  08/2015 to 06/2016

· Campaign of Dr. Alette Coble-Temple, Ms. Wheelchair America 2016, Berkeley, Ca, 

· Responsible for: Communications, networking, PR, fundraising, logistics, and community relations
Social Media and Community Systems Organizer, Center for Independent Living, Berkeley, Ca, 05/2011-09/2011

· Communications: Wrote articles for CIL Website

· Advocacy: Worked on several community systems change organizer projects
Chairperson, Californians for Disability Rights Foundation, State of California, 01/2013 to 03/2018
· Arranged and conducted board meetings by teleconference 

· Fundraised and directed the foundation’s scholarship gifts and grants
ADA Coordinator, Friends of Kenny Cottage Non-Profit Association in West Berkeley, 12/09-12/13
· ADA accessibility coordinator, fundraising and development 

· Served on the board, finance, garden, and fund-raising committees.

MULTI-MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS

Writer / Film Editor, It’s Our Story, Berkeley, Ca Storytelling for people with disabilities, 10/11 to 4/2012

· Communications: Wrote newsletters on behalf of the organization

· Creative: Conceptualized and edited films
Writer / Performer, Wry Crips, Berkeley, Ca, Poetry Women Disabled Performance Group, 03/11-04/12

· Wrote and recited poetry
·  Created a group poetry theater performance

Producer/Writer, Whirlwind Wheelchair International, San Francisco, Ca, 11/11-02/12

· Marketed Whirlwind Wheelchair product on various social media sites

· Filmed one of the co-founders for an hour interview and wrote an article about him for their newsletter.

Staff Reporter, La Voz De Anza Weekly Newspaper, 09/02-06/03
    
· Reported news and campus events through written articles.
Assistant Director, Digital Clubhouse @siliconvalley (DAPP), Sunnyvale, California, 01/99-06/99
· Produced digital mini-movie and CD-Rom for Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation, receiving the 2nd Computerworld Smithsonian Award on behalf of the Digital Clubhouse Network. 

· Organized and managed the Clubhouse; trained staff of 20, fundraising via personal and digital communications

INTERNSHIPS & BOARDS
Tigerman Campaign Board of Directors, Los Angeles, Ca, September 2018 to June 2019
· Board member – Fundraising Manager

Easy Does It, Board Member, Berkeley, Ca, June 2017 to August 2019.  
· Attended monthly board meetings and votes on important issues regarding its structure and policies of the organization.
Program Intern, Cal in the Capital, UC Berkeley-Washington, D.C. Program, 01/05-05/05

· Attended bi-weekly workshops to build professional skills regarding learning how to write resumes, cover letters, and obtaining an internship. Received donations of artwork for benefit dinner
· Created and organized program development for disability satellite programs committee.
Kohn Intern, Jewish Vocational Services, Employment Department, San Francisco, California, 06/04-08/04

· Organized Job Link Program files for Bay Area residents with disabilities looking for employment.

· Attended the Emerging Leaders Conference in Washington D.C & attended job development meetings in San Francisco.

Administrative Assistant, Hillel of Silicon Valley, San Jose, California, 09/00-12/00.

· Researched available grants and disseminated relevant information to college students interested through email lists.

· Arranged and conducted disability awareness training for Hillel students. 

· Updated the directory type of database that processed mailings to more than 1,000 members

.
EDUCATION

Master’s in public administration, San Francisco State University, San Francisco – Fall 2019 to the Present

Certificate in Non-Profit Management, Cal State East Bay, Hayward, California – May 2019

B.A. with Honors, University of California, Berkeley, California


                            

Bachelor of Arts Degree in American Studies, concentration in Disability Studies, with Honors, May 2008

A.A. with Honors, De Anza College, Cupertino, California

Associate of Arts Degree in Liberal Arts, with Honors, June 2003

COMPUTER SKILLS
MS Office Suite, Photoshop: Mac and PC proficiency.
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