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Theodore Wimberly was born to Thomas and Lucille Wimberly on October 12, 1941, in 
Albion, Michigan, as the 5th of 11 children. As a young man, he enlisted in the United 
States Navy with a desire to travel the world. Theodore served on the USS OKINAWA, 
handling operations on and under the sea, in the air, and on the ground until honorably 
discharged. During this time, he acquired a taste for the finer things in life. Music, Art & 
Photography, and Fashion would become the order of the day. This would be reflected 
in his everyday lifestyle and to everyone he encountered. While serving as a dedicated 
sailor, he met Melonae Evans. They married, and three children—Ryan, Dana, and 
Jan—were born to this union. 

In 1965, he began working for Ford Motor Company, where he remained a diligent 
employee until his retirement in 2000. That’s where he met the love of his life, Wilmer 
Hister. Ted and Wilmer were married November 9, 1985, and remained faithful to one 
another for thirty-nine years. Their union was full of life, love, family vacations, and 
outings. A few notable include the Bahamas trip, where locals mistook him for Morgan 
Freeman, the Chicago trip with his grandchildren, and ice skating escapades with 
Granny Wilmer. 

Ted and Wilmer’s home was the 
standard to the neighborhood, 
recognized most for its fashionable 
interior and immaculate yard, 
which he catered to meticulously. 
Their abode was a haven for their 
families and their grandchildren’s 
favorite place to visit for advice, 
prayer, inspiration, tight hugs, and 
home-cooked meals. Wisconsin 
beef sticks, Sargento pepper jack 
cheese, Wilmer’s signature bacon 
cheeseburgers, and chocolate dessert 
were often the top requests. 

When Ted wasn’t tending to his yard, 
at church, or spending time with 
family and friends, he was likely on 
the course. He was an avid golfer 
and spent many weekends on the 
green. Terry, Phil, and his nephew 
Derrick often accompanied him. He 
passed his love for the sport and Tiger 
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Woods to his grandkids—especially 
his eldest, Evan, whom he traveled 
states away to golf with in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

He gave his life to the Lord and was 
filled with the Holy Ghost at Messias 
Temple Church under the leadership 
of Bishop Harry S. Grayson. It was 
essential to ensure his relationship 
with the Lord was intact. He called 
over Elder Lundy, whom he referred 
to as a mentor, so that they could 
pray. They did just that, praying until 
Ted spoke in a heavenly language. 
Throughout his membership, he 
served faithfully as a trustee, an 
usher, in the food pantry, and as a 
Men’s ministry and choir member. He 
was committed to serving wherever 
needed until his illness prevented him 
from continuing. 

His loving wife, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and close friends 
surrounded him in his last moments. They prayed and sang, “I Know it was the Blood,” 
as he raised his hands in praise before leaving this earth for eternity. 

Theodore departed Thursday, February 22, 2024, at the University of Michigan Hospital 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He was preceded in death by his father, Thomas; his mother, 
Lucille; and his brothers, Leon, Charles, Thomas, Bobby, Harvey, and Ricardo. He is 
survived by siblings: Tony Wimberly, Ruby Crum, Veronica Williams, Esther Wimberly, 
Sheila and Steve Hickenbottom, and sisters-in-love, Sandra Wimberly and Sarah 
Wimberly. Children: Ryan and Sharon Wimberly, Dana and David Felton, Jan Coman, 
Donna Michelle, and Eugene Brown. Grandchildren: Evan Wimberly, Jana Wimberly, 
Kaylin Eason, Miles Felton, Christa and Jordan Tarnoviski, Jade Wimberly, Jada 
Wimberly, Christopher Coman, and Emmanuel Wimberly. Great-grandchildren: Jayla 
Durr, Zavier Wimberly, Evyn Wimberly. Goddaughter: Danielle Johnson and a host of 
nieces, nephews, extended family, and close friends.
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