20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2020
Crossroads Parish – Atonement & Cross of Glory
Words of Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving
embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our
own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast
away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.
Opening Hymn: “God Is Here!”, vs. 1 & 2 – ELW #526
1 God is here! As we your people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.
2 Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in
any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!
Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let
us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2I will go before you
and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give
you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the
God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by
your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me
there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and
from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96:1-13
1Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
3Declare

God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.
5As

for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7Ascribe

to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

9Worship

the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
[10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity.”
11Let

the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge the earth.
13You

will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.

Gospel Acclamation: “Celtic Alleluia” – ELW #174
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
15Then

the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to him,
along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “For the Fruit of All Creation”, vs. 1 & 3 – ELW #679
1 For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.
3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
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thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P: Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
Offering & Music: “Bridge Over Troubled Water” by P. Simon
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Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us
for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst
of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer

Invitation to Communion
Communion Hymn: “Now We Join in Celebration” – ELW #462
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Communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Sending Hymn: “You Servants of God”, vs. 1, 2 & 4 – ELW #825
1 You servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol;
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all!
2 Ascended on high, almighty to save,
yet still he is nigh, his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king!
4 Then let us adore and give him his right,
all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might,
all honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

