18th Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2020
Crossroads Parish – Atonement & Cross of Glory
Words of Welcome
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 80)
Leader: Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel
Children: You lead your people gently and kindly
All:
You sent us your light and your salvation.
Leader: Hear us and restore us, Lord God Almighty
Children: Help us to hear you and know you are here
All:
Jesus Christ is our Lord, our light and our salvation.
Let us praise and worship him together!
Opening Hymn: “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”, vs. 1 & 4 – ELW #580
1 How clear is our vocation, Lord,
when once we heed your call
to live according to your word
and daily learn, refreshed, restored,
that you are Lord of all,
and will not let us fall.
4 In what you give us, Lord, to do,
together or alone,
in old routines or ventures new,
may we not cease to look to you,
the cross you hung upon,
all you endeavored done.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!
Prayer of the Day
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile
hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
3And

now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was
there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild
grapes?
5And

now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it
shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
7For

the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: “Celtic Alleluia”(2x) – ELW #174
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and
get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
42Jesus

said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become
the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
45When

the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “The Church’s One Foundation”, vs. 1-3 – ELW #654
1 The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.
2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.
3 Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900

Blessing of the Animals
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P: Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
Offering & Music:
“Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” – ELW #691
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Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion
Communion Hymn: “Jesus Loves Me!”, vs. 1 & 2, ELW #595
1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to him belong,
they are weak, but he is strong.
Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.
2 Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

Communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Sending Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation”, vs. 1, 2 & 4 – ELW #796
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."
4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

