8™ Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2020
Crossroads Parish — Atonement & Cross of Glory

Words of Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,

whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through +F Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Opening Hymn: “This is the Day” — Les Garrett (2 times) Shannon Rosas/Diane Lightbody
This is the day
This is the day
That the Lord hath made
That the Lord hath made
We will rejoice
We will rejoice
And be glad in it
And be glad in it
This is the day
That the Lord hath made
We will rejoice and be glad in it
This is the day
This is the day
That the Lord hath made

CCLI Song # 32754 Les Garrett © 1967, 1980 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) For use
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1360774

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you!

Kyrie — “10,000 Reasons”
Bless the Lord O my soul
O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before
O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning

It's time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

Bless the Lord O my soul

O my soul

Worship His holy name
Sing like never before

O my soul

I'll worship Your holy name
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Prayer of the Day

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom
of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Romans 8:26-39

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. 2’And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28\We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. 2°For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 3°And those whom he predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 3?He who did not withhold his
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3*Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 3*Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 3®As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For | am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3°nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 119:129-136
12%Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with all my heart.
130When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

131] open my mouth and pant

because | long for your commandments.

132Tyurn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who love your name.

1330rder my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.



134Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and | will keep your commandments.
135 et your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.

135My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field;3?it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

3He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

4>“pAgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “6on finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“pgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; *®when
it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. “°So it will be at
the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 2And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Cassie Nault

Hymn of the Day: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”, vs. 1-3 — ELW #759
1 My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while | pray,
take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!



2 May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me,
oh, may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire!

3 While life's dark maze | tread
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day,
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray
from thee aside.

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887

Prayers of Intercession
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking bread, a fishing
net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe of your
creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing
caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the welcoming shade of
your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us when we do
not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and
healing to the sick. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask boldly for what is
most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times and places.
Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Offering & Music: “Sonata in C Major” by Mozart Ivan Konev
“Open the Eyes of My Heart” — Paul Baloche Shannon Rosas/Diane Lightbody

Offertory Prayer

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and
word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our
song. Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer

Invitation to Communion

Communion Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father”, vs. 1-3 — ELW #781
1 Children of the heav'nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e'er was given.

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Communion Blessing



Prayer after Communion

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence
among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen.

Blessing

Sending Hymn: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” — ELW #547
1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



