
 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

Crossroads Parish – Atonement & Cross of Glory 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your 
loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We 
place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us 
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his 

own. Hear the truth that God proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy 
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: “I Come with Joy”, vs. 1, 2 & 4 – ELW #482 

 1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 

 
2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 

 
4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, 
alive among us here. 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936. Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 



 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone 
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and 
pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father 
gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong 
they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 103:8-13 
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
 

9you will not always accuse us, 
nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 
so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 
13As a father has compassion for his children, 
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Celtic Alleluia”(2x) – ELW #174  

 



 

Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
   
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as 
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But 
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
or sister from your heart.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                           Pastor Cassie Nault 
 
Hymn of the Day:  “Where Charity and Love Prevail”, vs. 1-3 – ELW #359 

1    Where charity and love prevail, 
 there God is ever found; 
 brought here together by Christ's love, 
 by love we thus are bound. 
 
2 With grateful joy and holy fear, 
 God's charity we learn; 
 let us with heart and mind and soul 
 now love God in return. 
 
3 Let us recall that in our midst 
 dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 
 as members of each body joined, 
 in him we are made one. 
 
Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 
60131. All rights reserved. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 



 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
All:  hear our prayer. 
 
Offering & Music:                                                                     Diane Lightbody  
 
Offertory Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Communion Hymn:  “When We Are Living”, vs. 1-2 – ELW #639 

1 When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, 
and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 
Both in our living and in our dying, 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 
 

2 ‘Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, 

when sensing the beauty or in love’s embrace, 



 

whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, 

we belong to God, we belong to God.    

 
Text: st.1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942; st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946; Music Spanish traditional. 

 
Communion Blessing 
 
Prayer after Communion  
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and 
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the 
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Sending Hymn:  “Rise, Shine, You People!”, vs. 1-3 – ELW #665   

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 
 our human story; God in him is centered. 
 He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
 with grace unbounded. 
 
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 
 he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 
 All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
 now are forgiven. 
 
3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, 
 your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 
 To all the world go out and tell the story 
 of Jesus' glory. 
 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without 
permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 


