14th Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2020
Crossroads Parish – Atonement & Cross of Glory
Words of Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your
loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We
place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.
Opening Hymn: “When Morning Gilds the Skies”, vs. 1, 4 & 5 – ELW #853
1 When morning gilds the skies,
my heart awaking cries:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall,
this rings my curfew call:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
4 Let all of humankind
in this their concord find:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Let all the earth around
ring joyous with the sound:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
5 Sing, sun and stars of space,
sing, all who see his face,
sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!"
God's whole creation o'er,
today and evermore
shall Jesus Christ be praised!
Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!
Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will
require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
10Now

you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon
us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 119:33-40
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35Lead

me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.
36Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.
37Turn

my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.
38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.
39Turn

away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

40Behold,

I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.
Gospel Acclamation: “Celtic Alleluia”(2x) – ELW #174
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two
or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again,
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Cassie Nault

Hymn of the Day: “This Is My Song”, vs. 1 & 2 – ELW #887
1 This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for their land and for mine.
Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3. Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz
Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P: Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
Offering & Music: “By Faith” – Getty/Getty/Townend

Shannon Rosas/Ivan Konev/Diane Lightbody

Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion
Communion Hymn: “As We Gather at Your Table”, vs. 1 & 2 – ELW #522
1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.
2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;

send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944. Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in any
form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Sending Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”, vs. 1 & 3 – ELW #836
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

