Ascension of Our Lord
May 24, 2020
Crossroads Parish

Words of Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

Amen.

Opening Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”, vs 1, 3, 4 — ELW #855
1 Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;

hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns

all music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless king

through all eternity.

3 Crown him the Lord of love--
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified.



No angels in the sky

can fully bear that sight,

but downward bend their burning eyes
at mysteries so bright.

4  Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.

His glories now we sing,

who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

And also with you!

Kyrie — “10,000 Reasons”
Bless the Lord O my soul

O my soul

Worship His holy name
Sing like never before

O my soul

I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning

It's time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

Bless the Lord O my soul

O my soul

Worship His holy name
Sing like never before

O my soul

I'll worship Your holy name

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for
us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory,



through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive
to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. “While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; >for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore
the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” °When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. *®°While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. 'They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 93

The Lorb is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The LorD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.

2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;

you are from everlasting.

3The waters have lifted up, O LoRD, the waters have lifted up their voice;

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

4Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LorRD who dwells on high.

>Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O Lorp, forever and forevermore.

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.



44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that | spoke to you while
| was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.”**Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, *and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, #’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “8You are witnesses of these things. °And see, | am sending
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

>Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. >'While he
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. >?And they
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; >3and they were continually in the
temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon Pastor Cassie Nault

Hymn of the Day: “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”, vs 1-4 — ELW #579
1 Lord, you give the great commission:

"Heal the sick and preach the word."

Lest the church neglect its mission,

and the gospel go unheard,

help us witness to your purpose

with renewed integrity:

Refrain
With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us
for the work of ministry.

2 Lord, you call us to your service:
"In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise,
life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervor, draw us
closer in community: Refrain

3 Lord, you make the common holy:
"This my body, this my blood."
Let us all, for earth's true glory,
daily lift life heavenward,



asking that the world around us
share your children's liberty: Refrain

4 Lord, you show us love's true measure:
"Father, what they do, forgive."
Yet we hoard as private treasure
all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us
to a just society: Refrain

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Living God, you chose us to be your witnesses in the world. We pray for the church in every place
and the congregations in our community (especially). Focus our hearts and minds on the ministry
we share in your name. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, all creation sings praise to you. You delight in the oceans, and the mountains are
your throne. Teach us humility and respect for our home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Sovereign God, you rule the heavens, the earth, and time itself. Make this a time of justice, peace,
and solidarity among all nations and peoples, so that oppression and violence rule no more. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Tender God, we wait with hope for your presence to heal us, bless us, restore us, and give us
peace. You know all the names of those suffering for whom we pray this day (especially). Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gentle God, you guide us as we seek wisdom. We pray for teachers, professors, theologians, day
care workers, and all those charged with teaching the young and old. Give them endurance and
persistence in their valuable work. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Infinite God, your inheritance given to all your saints is your presence in our life and in our death.
We remember with thanksgiving the faithful departed (especially Helena, mother of
Constantine). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal

care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Offering & Music: “Grace” - arranged by Mark Hayes Jaime Verkuilen and Ivan Konev

Offertory Prayer

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an
abundance, just as you do with our lives. Strengthen us for service in your name, in the name
of the risen Christ. Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion

Communion Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together” — ELW #471
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;

let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When | fall on my knees,



with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

2 Letusdrink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual

Communion Blessing

Prayer After Communion

Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal
you have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in
need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and
turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Beautiful Savior” — ELW #838
1 Beautiful Savior,

King of creation,

Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love thee,

truly I'd serve thee,

light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2 Fair are the meadows,
fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3 Fairis the sunshine,
fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer



than all the angels in the sky.

4 Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904

Dismissal

Christ is risen, just as he said.

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



