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Message from the Director

Hello again, to all our dear patrons and friends. It is that time of the year when
Maa Durga with her children, is here to bless us all. And to remind us that
good or love always wins over anything that is the opposite of that.

Team Aantarik is back again in all it’s glory and fervour to present to you a
memorable Durga Pujo. The kind of Pujo that we have all missed last year.

It has been a very difficult journey of loss, pain and uncertainty for the world
over. But we have all embraced it and proved yet again that we would not go
into darkness come what may:

Wish you all good health and happy times. Hope this festive season brings
back a lot of joy and delight in all our lives. Hope we all have a grand
celebration together yet again and create the fondest memories.

Jay Mahishashur Mardini!

Smita Chakraborty
Aantarik
Bromley, UK
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Message from the Founder

Finally it is Durga Puja time again and I feel so very grateful to have the
opportunity of welcoming Maa Durga once again into a space not bounded
and limited by virtual and online constraints. Aantarik’s Durga Puja 2021 is
being held again with all the gusto and fervour that Bengalis are known to
magically summon up during this time of the year, every year!

Aantarik stands for ‘aantorikota’ or in other words, closeness, warmth, and
open-heartedness. Bringing communinites together with this message of love
and fellow feeling is what drove me to set up this informal group seven years
ago and it is still the guiding principle that binds like-minded people together.

This year, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new members who
joined us recently. I would also like to extend special thanks to all my friends
and acquaintances who have come forward selflessly to help with the
organization of Durga Puja this year. Aantarik’s Durga Puja is a free
community event (just like all the other events we have organized from time to
time in the past) and therefore completely depends on the willingness of the
community members to come forward and support — be in in the planning of
activities, owning up to specific responsibilities, or committing to activities
needed on the day. The strength and success of a community is often reflected
outwardly in the success of its events and the selfless charitable work it is able
to mobilise. In that regard, I would really love to see ourselves getting stronger
and stronger as a closely knit community that cares and shares. So, I warmly
welcome you to please come forward and take ownership of its further
evolution and success.

Finally, although the worst is hopefully over, we still need to be very careful
when it comes to the pandemic which has not really gone away yet. I request
all those who will visit Aantarik’s Puja Hall this year to be sensitive and
respectful towards others — please ensure you have done your Lateral Flow
Tests before visiting and try to use masks/sanitisers as much as possible. Avoid
visiting at peak times or when there is rush. Also, pre-register if possible

Minu Mukherjee
Aantarik, Kent, UK
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Message from the Editor

With a history of Durga Puja celebrations going back more than 100 years in
my ancestral home, it has naturally held a special place in my heart since my
early childhood. So, every opportunity to contribute or participate in Durga
Puja excites and inspires me no end. Be it in participating in organisational
aspects or doing independent creative work, if it is associated with Durga Puja
I am always in!

This is exactly the reason I have had so much fun editing the Aantarik
Sharodiya magazine for the last three years. Your feedback on the magazine
has so far been excellent and I hope this year’s will be no exception. There is a
plethora of wide-ranging original content you will not find anywhere else. This
includes essays, stories, poems, paintings and photographs from creators of all
ages - both highly accomplished and respected figures, as well as those that are
just starting out on their artistic or literary journeys.

This year once again we are releasing the magazine as an online only e-version
in order to continue to be environmentally responsible.

Our e-magazine which gets circulated widely across the UK also carries the
promotional materials of local businesses who have been consistent sponsors
of our free community events. Indian Essence, Shop Asia, and Tamasha Hotel
& Restaurant - these are great businesses in our community and I request you
all to please support them with your custom if you are able to.

Happy reading ahead.

Maa Durga Koro Koruna! AAA

Shirshendu Mukherjee
Aantarik
Orpington, UK
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An English Novelist's Tryst with Bengali Detective Character

- Tony Bassett

The days of the fictional English male detective bustling round quiet country villages
solving murders are almost certainly numbered. Books featuring popular characters
like Morse and Barnaby will, of course, always sell extremely well. But writers new to
the crime genre like myself have to accept such characters may be a dying breed.
This is why, in such a competitive market, anyone wishing to write crime novels with
any chance of success has to be more inventive. As a result, I have been planning for
some time to make the main protagonist in my forthcoming book a female detective
from a West Bengali background.

I have carried out some research into the subject. I am familiar with A Rising Man
by Abir Mukherjee and other excellent works by this author. But his books concern
the 1920s and are set in Kolkata. I don’t know at present of any modern-day crime
fiction set in the UK with a West Bengali main character.

Step forward Detective Sergeant Sunita Roy, a twenty-five-year-old law graduate
who, I've decided, is set to make waves as a new recruit at a Midlands CID
department. The novel, which is at present half-written, is based in Warwickshire,
close to Birmingham. This is an area which I believe has been rather overlooked by
crime writers. It offers an author the chance to cover both rural crime and urban
crime in Britain’s second city.

Sunita, whose family come from Kolkata, has a younger sister called Tulika, who is a
trainee solicitor. Their parents run a guesthouse. She is enthusiastic, hard-working
and has a razor-sharp mind. The character of Sunita Roy is introduced in the second
chapter of the book. She is travelling in early January from Kolkata to Birmingham
and are first seen boarding their Emirates connecting flight at Dubai. Her travelling
companion is her cousin Daniel. They have been to Kolkata to visit family and while
there they have celebrated Sankranti. The pair fall into conversation with a young
girl who is sitting next to them. She asks them if they have been watching cricket:

‘No,’ said Daniel. “We’ve been to a festival. All over the city there were
people singing and dancing, flying kites, holding bonfires and feasting. They make
these really sweet pancakes. I’'m not used to them and I ate too many!

‘It’s called Sankranti,’ Sunita observed. ‘It marks the passage of the sun into
Capricorn.’



‘I see,” said the woman, looking blank. ‘D’you ever watch cricket?’
‘My Dad’s a big fan of Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma,’ said Sunita. ‘But
netball and hockey are my sports.’

One reason why I have created this character with an Indian and Hindu background
is that I was very impressed by the amazing career of Neil Basu. He is currently an
Assistant Commissioner with the Met Police. Here is a man who has quietly risen
through the ranks from being a beat bobby to take charge of the counter terrorism
brief at Scotland Yard and is Britain’s most senior Asian police officer. Like my
character Sunita, he comes originally from the West Midlands. For my research, I
approached Aantarik and I found their members extremely forthcoming and
helpful, providing me with information about the way people from West Bengali
backgrounds live in Britain — the style of clothing, religion, culture and so on. Based
on their suggestion, I have been reading the adventures of Feluda and stories about
Byomkesh Bakshi, which I have enjoyed reading. I also obtained four books on
Hinduism which are recommended to students following a course at the University
of London. These books covered the history and development of the religion, which
was a completely new world for me. I hadn’t realised how complex a subject it is, but
a very interesting one that touches on philosophy as well as faith.

I hope my book will be published next year. Since retiring from full-time work as a
journalist in 2015, I have had two novels published. The first, Smile Of The Stowaway
(published by The Conrad Press in December 2018) concerns a Kent couple who
discover an African stowaway beneath their motor-home when they arrive home
from a holiday in France. Instead of handing him to the authorities, they shelter him
and find him a job. Then he is accused of murdering a work colleague on Guy
Fawkes’ Night and the couple campaign to prove his innocence.

My second novel, released in March this year by The Conrad Press, is a spy thriller
called The Lazarus Charter. It features the same couple as in the first book, teachers
Bob and Anne Shaw. This time Bob Shaw is astonished when he spots a friend at a
London Underground station whose funeral he had attended weeks before. Is the
man at the station an impostor or did the friend fake his own death? This book is
dedicated to the murdered Russian dissident Alexander Litvinenko and the innocent
mother of three, Dawn Sturgess, who died from novichok in 2018. The families of
both victims have kindly helped to publicise the book.
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I first developed an interest in writing while at school and university. There followed
a forty-three year career as a journalist, spent mainly working for the Sunday People
newspaper. On one occasion, while working for the Sunday People, I took an
escaped gangster back to prison. I hope that all the knowledge and experience
gained during those years as a newspaper reporter will add flavour and realism to my

books.

Amazon link to Tony’s books: https://www.amazon.co.uk/Books-Tony-Bassett/s?
rh=n%3A266239%2Cp_27%3ATony+Bassett
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Love they say

Abhirup placed the cups neatly on the dining table.

Slightly limping,he went back to the kitchen to check if the tea leaves are soaked
enough. He opened the lid and took his face closer to the kettle to check what size
the tea leaves have acquired, vapour hazing his spectacles.

Big silky brown flakes floating in the translucent fluid meant tea was ready:

Since his college days, Abhirup took pride in his ways with the golden liquid.
Professor Sanyal always joked in his lab that, ‘if one can’t make good tea, one can
never be a good researcher’. Abhirup knew this was Dr. Sanyal’s underhanded ways
of praising his favourite student, and he never disappointed him-- tea or otherwise.

In his 38 years of nuptial bliss, this sunup routine remained unchanged.

Largely because Abhirup loved brewing the morning cup, and not so largely because
Tapati nurtured a different idea.

Tapati’s teenage wish of giving early rise a miss and finding tea ready to give her still
sleepy mind a nudge, turned into reality, when she married Abhirup and was quick to
realise how the man in the house enjoyed stirring those brown leaves.

It is to this stirring that Tapati wakes up every morning. For 37 years now:.

Abhirup, un-slumbered to a familiar stiffness this morning. Hobbling towards the
cupboard, balancing himself on one door, he took out his winter obvious.

A few days into Diwali, the air felt the nip.

His body working like the weather cock, prompted him to get his cupboard winter-
ready.

As he slipped into his now faded mauve pullover, which looked more brown , his eyes
met Tapati’s. Half peeping through her Dohar she smiled at him.

Abhirup knows this smile.

“ So your second skin is on”, Tapati quipped with a sheepish grin in her half awake
tone.

q
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Abhirup never answered her back. The pullover almost 25 years old was the first
handmade gift Tapati gave him when she learned to knit.

Like many of her musings, the interest disappeared after a few successful attempts.
He never fathomed what kept him warm in this pullover, the sheep wool or the
memories.

Tea,now ready, was placed on the dining table.
Tapati suggested they have it in their quietly curated balcony. She always had this
impromptu suggestions which made a moment better.

To which Abhirup exhibited his quite indulgence, always.

The first year of their marriage, was lived separately:.

Abhirup, as Junior Research Scientist, stayed away:

Every telephonic conversation finally ended with tea-making, where Tapati candidly
confessed, she doesn’t drink tea, because she never loved making one.

He almost felt responsible.

A year an a half later, when he finally found a good offer near home he was happy.But
Tapati was elated,

“Yyeeey! Tea time “, she shouted, not caring to hide her excitement.

On the other side of the conversation, Abhirup, a man of few words, realised how he
has missed her for all these days.
For the first time.

Tapati wrapped herself in her shawl and started towards their veranda. She sat in her
favourite corner, surrounded by aloes and ixora, their small verdant oasis,against the
urban scape.

She watched Abhirup approach her, slightly faltering,with the kettle cozied by a
cover she stitched a few years ago, two cups placed carefully side by side on the mat
covering the hand-crafted wooden tray, their cherished possession from their last
vacation to the land of pagodas.

A few un-combed grey hair, a mildly sticking belly and that limp bore some imprint
of the years that have gone by, in an otherwise unchanged tall, slim gait, Tapati
thought, notwithstanding her thinning hair line with some grey patches.

But those sharp and warm eyes still found its way into her heart.

And allowed her to be.
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Tapati smiled. The scientist in Abhirup never left him. Even after serving in non-
scientific arena for the last 20 years, those precise hands ceased to fail.

Slightly wobbly with his arthritis raring it’s ugly head, but careful to protect his
pullover from spillage, Abhirup walked towards her with that smile, which filled
Tapati with the warmth she build her life on.

“'This may be last few sunny days we have before the cold season sets in, isn’t it? We
won't get this opportunity for the coming few months,

Do I get a shawl for you?”

Abhirup, careful with the threshold, stepped out into the veranda, mildly shaking his
head.

He placed the tray on the wrought iron outdoor table.

And they sat, sipping into their morning habit, as one November dawn gave way to
its last few tender mornings.

- Monoreena Acharjee Majumdar
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Debasish is a well known name in the literary world of UK Bengali diaspora, residing in the UK for the last 14
years. His many achievements include - famous Bengali singer Timir sung “Chaile tomay”, lyrics by Debasish.
Won the first prize in Poem in musafirana uk concert in 2018 , selected by Srikanto Acharya , Srijato & Joy
Sarkar. Debasish has also published a collection of his poems in Boimela 2018, titled “ Ami, Tumi O koyekjon”.
Poetry is his passion and he has been a regular contributor to various social media platforms aimed at UK
Bengalis.
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Potato Basket Chaat Recipe

POTATO BASKET CHAAT

{‘ Os‘

Serving: 5 people
Ingredients

® For Potato Basket:

1/2 kg Potato

1 Tbsp Corn Flour

1 Tbsp White flour

1/4 tsp Salt

2 strainers (1 big and 2nd small)

oil for frying

® For Chaat:

1 cup Yogurt

1/2 cup Black & White Chickpeas (Boiled)
1/2 cup Boiled Potato Cut into cubes

1 Tomato Chopped

2 Tbsp Tamarind Chutney

2 Tbsp Green Chutney

1 Tbsp Chaat Masala

1/2 tsp Black Salt

Sev as you required

1 Tbsp Fresh Coriander Chopped Ingredients

Method

Steps

® How To Make a Potato Basket: Slice potatoes
extremely thin, about 2mm thick and then shred into
fine straws about 2mm thick, alternatively using a
mandoline with a julienne attachment. Place potato
into a large bowl or sieve, add cold water and rinse
potatoes well until the water runs clear to remove
excess starch. This will help the potatoes to become
crispy.
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Drain potatoes well and squeeze out excess water
then use a paper towel to remove any moisture.
Pour vegetable oil into a wok and heat at high,
temperature

Add flour to the potatoes and toss well to combine.
Dip a larger strainer into the oil, place over saucepan
then add potato evenly around the sides and base of
the strainer to create a birds nest, about 1cm thick.
Dip the smaller strainer in oil and place on top.

How To Make a Chaat: After fried all potatoes basket
then make chaat for this. Take a bowl and add Yogurt,
Black Salt and mix it well and then add Black & White
Chickpeas, Boiled Potato, Tomato, Chaat Masala and
mix it well and then put all chaat on the Potato
baskets and then put some Tamarind Chutney, Green
Chutney, Chaat Masala, Sev and some yoghurt and
Green Coriander. Your Potato Basket Chaat is Ready.
Enjoy

When oil is ready, add strainers and fry until potatoes
are golden and crispy, this might take between 5 - 10
minutes. When the basket is nearly ready to remove
from oil, gently remove the top strainer, or whatever
strainer comes off easily, use a tip of a knife if any
potato is stuck in the strainer, just be gentle so the
nest doesn’t break.

Remove nest and place on a paper towel, remove the
other strainer, allow to cool slightly. The basket is now
ready to use to serve.
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Bengali Do1 Ilish Recipe

Ingredients

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

Hilsa Fish -1 kg
Mustard paste - 5
tablespoons

Salt - as per taste
Turmeric powder - 3
teaspoons

Red chilli powder - 1
teaspoon

Mustard oil - 3
tablespoons

Green chillies - 3 to 4
Yogurt - 2 tablespoons
Kalonji - 1/2 teaspoons

Method
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Marinade the fish with salt and 1 teaspoon turmeric powder for half
an hour and then fry lightly.

Heat 2 tablespoons of mustard oil in a flat bottom pan or kadhai.
Add the kalonji and one green chilli when the oil is smoking hot.
When it starts to splutter add the mustard paste.

Next add the salt, turmeric powder and chilli powder stirring
continuously.

Sauté the mixture till the oil separates from the side.
Add water and bring it to boil.
Add the whisked yoqurt and mix it properly.

Next add the fried fishes one by one carefully and let it simmer for
5 minutes.

Finally, add the green chillies and some mustard oil.
Serve it with steamed rice and enjoy!

Indrani Saraswati
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Durga Puja Through The Eyes Of An Adolescent

Durga Puja is a celebration for me of importance because it happens to be the most awaited
occasion that my parents look forward to. Ever since I was probably learning about my timetables
and learning how to colour in between the lines, I remember attending Durga Puja at various
places.My mum used to tell me the mythology and lores and always compared our visits back to
Kolkata just like Maa Durga’s homecoming - of sorts. When I was younger, it essentially meant
gifts from grandparents-time to attend observances and was all about colourful dresses, parties and
honestly some delicious food. When really young and couldn’t protest much my mum sometimes
made me perform at these gatherings and - was it great? Could’ve been better, but nevertheless it
was something that was fun for people to watch. And I most certainly have a good laugh watching
them. It was to me at the time, a party, a celebration and a joyous occasion.

But at that tender age I couldn’t appreciate the reason as much as I do now - as to why these
testivities occurred. As I've grown older, now learning about religions and cultures-the importance
and significance of the celebrations has been more clearer and meaningful to me. These gala
celebrations are nothing but a note of gratitude for how much we have been blessed with -Pujas
aren't just parties, they're a time to honour and enjoy Gods' gifts.

Of course this time it’s very different, but there’s no change in excitement. How happy the heart
teels knowing the auspicious days are just ahead. Wishing one and all a Very Happy Durga Puja. As
Maa Durga would want - all her children to be staying safe and staying alert.

W'Dron Oendrik Kundu
Age: 15 years old
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INDIA

A travel write-up

India can be described in two ways - a surreal variety of culture, language,
traditions and values and a country filled with slums, dirt and chaos. After
travelling there, I've come to think of it as a place of contrasts and
contradictions; all of which have come together to make a country as
spectacular as the Indian subcontinent.

Even after going there many times, I've realised that I will never be a true
Indian nor a true British person but neither of these reasons stop me from
talking about the amazing attributes that India holds (and some of my bizarre
experiences too).

From what I have gathered, driving on Indian roads can be truly an exquisite
experience, providing you don't get injured in the duration of your journey. My
first-time around the city of Mumbai on Indian uber was nightmarish. A
daunting experience which will stay with me for the rest of my life. On that
day, my first time in India as a young child, we were making the journey from
the Mumbai's famous Chhatrapatl Shlvajl Int. Airport to my aunt and uncle's
house, which was roughly an hour away. My mother, sister and I were clearly in
a rush: our faces flushed red and sweat dripping down our faces purely because
my sister and I had never experienced scorching heat of this sort before. Our
clothes were unsuitable too. It was clear that we hadn't thought the prolonged
journey over continents through.

Eventually, we got hold of a taxi. It didn't seem to have air conditioning, which
was quite obviously the opposite that we had hoped for but imagined that
opening the windows would be sufficient. It was not. We were in motion now;
it started off slow (slow: as in what was considered normal in the UK), but it
didn't take long at all for the car to accelerate. The opening of the windows
had allowed for masses of dust from the roads to enter the car. This made me
cough uncontrollably; as if I had just walked past a group of smokers in a non-
smoking area but five times that. The smell was wonderful though, it marked
what was truly the 'taste of India": a rich, flavour filled, strong aroma - one that
I was more than delighted to experience.

Noise enveloped me: blaring horns, bellowing cows (yes, cows wander around
just as people do), the din made me feel a sense of ultimate impuissance. There
were infinite bumps on the uneven, rutted roads - many a time we found

L
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ourselves being shaken like coins in a piggy bank. And throughout all this, my
mother seemed unfazed, unperturbed, unvexed. I wasn't surprised, not one bit.
She had grown up here. She had ridden and driven on these roads many times
and on various vehicles too.

I had been thinking about just that - a life in India - when we hit a completely
unanticipated bump in the road. At that moment, it felt as if my stomach had
toppled and eyes had popped out - much like when you are going downhill at
speed on a rollercoaster. At the end of it all, the driver, to whom I hadn't paid
much attention to during that indelible journey of mine, turned around to say:
"Aap log bilkul theek ho na?" (Are you all alright?) in a caring yet frivolous
tone. I was tempted to say a fervent yes, however, my mother cut in and said:
"haan ham theek hain" (Yes, we are ok). She continued to give me a look,
which featured a slight hint of annoyance and pity:.

The rest of the holiday was spent venturing in and out of famous Mumbai
landmarks such as: the gateway of India, the Mahalaxmi temple, Hajl All
Dargah and the sanjav Gandhi National Park. It was enjoyable; the Intricate,
serpentine designs, the places filled with centuries and centuries of history to
teach and finally: the food. Need I say more?

I felt out of place. An outsider among family. I had neither grown up nor
studied her and yet I had a connection stronger than any other person to the
country. A connection which, had I not lived abroad probably wouldn't have
been as Indestructible as It Is today. You could say my experiences have made
me the person I am today but who am I without my roots?

India Isn't a perfect country; It never was and may never be, but there Is no
doubt that I am proud of her.

- Angelina Bora

- My name is Angelina Bora. I am a year 10 student and a resident of Orpington. I've
written a piece about my emotional experiences on a trip to india, our mother land. I
bope that many second generation immigrants can identify with my feelings will
encourage many children of my age to go through these experiences themselves. We are
who we are, because of our roots. Our India is not perfect but we are all Indians at beart
and we are proud of it.
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Diwali

This a story about Ram and Ravana. In ancient times, there was a kingdom called Ayodhya
lived a king called Dasarath. He had 2 sons called Ram and Lakshmana. Ram was in love
with Seetha. The queen saw Ram and Seetha in love, so she told to the king that Ram can’t
be the next king. She said that Bharath has to be the next king and Ram, Lakshmana, and
Seetha have to go to the forest for 14 years. They went to the forest leaving the kingdom.

They lived in a hut in the forest. One day a lady, Surpanaga saw the handsome Ram and
asked — “If he would marry her?”. He said “No”, ask my brother Lakshmana instead. But he
refused as well. She got angry and forced him which made him chop her ears and nose off.

She ran to her demon brother, Ravana to take revenge of them. Ravana ruled the kingdom
of Sri Lanka. He made a plan to disguise in to golden deer to kidnap Seetha when Ram and
Lakshmana were not home. When they came back, they noticed Seetha was missing.

They went in search of Seetha, they came to an area of monkeys and bears. They saw
Hanuman who has super power to carry mountains in his arms, and fly over sea. He agreed
to search for Seetha.

He flew over the sea and found Seetha sitting in one of the Ravana’s garden. He flew back
to Ram and they made a path with stones to Sri Lanka for a battle. Hanuman and the
monkeys won all the evils except Ravana. Now it was Ram versus Ravana.

They fought with each other with bow and arrow;, but they could not defeat because of the
shield. He prayed to God to help. God told Ram that Ravana’s weakest point is his heart.
Ram trusted the words and shot the arrow directly to Ravana’s heart while he was laughing.
Ravana died.

Ram and Seetha were in love again. They went back to the kingdom of Ayodhya after 14
years. The people were so happy of their return and celebrated with the victory of good
over evil by lighting lamps on the street, bursting fireworks which is celebrated as diwali by
the entire country

By Sai Raghavan
Year-3
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Children’s Art

HAPPY DURGA PUJA

Debasree Gomukh

Age: 6 years old Priyanka Chatterjee

Age: 8 years old

Aditya Ghosh Eshana De
Age: 7 years old Age: 7 years old
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Paintings

Artist: Swagata Sinha Roy
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Acrylic on Canvas
By Manjari Biswas

ij 9772211@

Bengali Association of Bromle:
43 OF 58 o Y



Artist: Sayan Ghosh
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Photography
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Photo credits: Spriha Mukherjee
Age: 15 years old. She is passionate

about photography and is a rising star \U’%
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My Maa Durga

My maa Durga has a multitude of forms - Kaali, Parvati, Shakti, the list goes on
and on...

Yet... I can't help but see, pure love in a form made just for me

My maa Durga is the eternal energy that ebbs and flows - she destroys, creates
and pushes me to grow

A beacon of light, a symbol of hope, a warrior who

Annihilates the evil that holds me back and spoils my soul.

Dearest Maa Durga,

Uma, Chamundi

Rajeswari, Ambika and Maha Gauri

Goddess of many strengths, with many powers and many forms, I see you

Allin my mother — in her love, in her care, in her warmth.

By Anumita Mukherjee
Age: 18 years old
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The Guards of The Weak

The lush farm was low. It was well below sea level. Over the horizon the dawn was
breaking. There was a thin cloud cover overhead. The farm was covered, split into 20
giant patches that each grew a different kind of vegetable. There was a small little
cottage in the corner. A huge flock of black ‘V’ shaped birds flew in a tight formation
amongst the hue of many colours. At the rear of this, there were a pair of struggling
birds that only just managed to keep up.

The lead birds dived in at a near vertical angle. The struggling Starlings plunged
energetically into the dive. In their excitement though, they nosed over too far and
soon they had overtaken the lead two birds. Realising their mistake the Starlings
flapped their wings in a futile attempt to slow down but this was to no avail. Down
below a cat lay low concealed and in the shadows. It was in between a sack of grain
and the red brick wall that circled the farm. Seeing the struggling bird, it smiled to
itself while thinking that it would be an easy kill. It tensed its muscles waiting to
pounce on his unsuspecting victim. Then his time came. He lead his target with
deadly accuracy. He opened his jaws and grabbed his prey in midair.

Like a bolt of lightening from nowhere, the lead Starling swooped down onto the
cat’s 6 o’clock soundlessly, without a thought for himself. With no warning, the bird’s
talons ripped through the cat’s hide, forcing the bird out of the cat’s mouth before it
had a chance to kill it. The lead bird banked away. Meanwhile second lead took the
rest of the flock to the clouds. There they formed groups of four. The first group
nosed over and accelerated to seventy-five kmph. Coming out of the sun they
retained the element of surprise. They attacked. The cat could not believe that this
entire flock of little birds were retaliating. His prey was after all just a weak bird; it
is just another mouth to feed, and being weak it does nothing useful to the flock.
However the flock had other ideas. They believed that if any bird in their flock is
taken, it is a war against the entire flock. They never gave a thought to who that bird
was. The group swooped down at the cat with a frenzied vigour. They peeled back
the hide of the cat, marking the centre of the attack. The cat collapsed with pain.
The next group finished the cat off. The next retrieved the wounded bird.

They all stayed with the unfortunate one until it regained consciousness after
almost an hour. It took over 20 more minutes for it to try to fly. At first the little bird
just fluttered its wing to make it just leave the ground. After a while it reached the
pinnacle of a vine. while this was taking place the others looked over calmly. It took
20 minuites for it to reach the upper branches of a tree. Another hour was taken for
it to fly stably. The other birds took off, putting him in the middle of the flock. The
birds spread their wings out more than usual as if they communicated a smile to each
other

By Roudra Bhattachayya
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The poem of Durga Puja

Her painted pupils travel,

Across the lovely golden gravel,

She reads the thoughts that worry all,

And imparts the knowledge to save us from fall,
We feel her love within our heart,

Which saves us from going apart,

She is our mother and Shib is our father,
Therefore, we worship them together.

The world was full of problems,

Global warming, pollution and hundreds of them,
But now that you're here,

There is nothing to fear

Now the world is beautiful and covid is fading,
Whilst our loving mother Durga is approaching,
The trees have started to blossom,

And the animals start to get ready to sleep,

And listen to God,

The golden key.

THANK YOU FOR THE PEACE, LOVE, JOY AND
HAPPINESS YOU GIVE US.

HAPPY DURGA PUJA!!!

By Arjun Mukherjee
Age 10 years old
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Rhia Mukherjee

Debasri
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“TcarricisFircr’

Hotel & Restaurant

“When we opt ned our duuvs in 1992, it was

experience C = ? C
frnr*w across fn)n 1nr‘ ensuring that you are always serv P”)' fresh ingredients, cooked to perfection

using traditional techniques V\,euurrm to the days of the Raj; welcome to Tamasha”

020 8460 3240
131 Widmore Road, Bromley, Kent, BR1 3AX

www.tamasha.co.uk

|..| tamasha_ bromliey nuf'h)'n ashabromley W @tamashabromley

4 o
(“f/ ASIAN AND CONTINENTAL FOODS \\'\\O L

123 HIGH STREET ORPINGTON KENT BR6 OLG “&F
01689 821418 OPEN 9AM - 7PM MON TO SUN

< FRESH SEASONAL EXOTIC FRUITS < DRY FRUITS & NUTS
< HERBAL & AYURVEDIC PRODUCTS < MARKET FRESH VEGETABLES
% SAVOURY SNACKS & SWEET TREATS < HERBS, SPICES & SAUCES
< CHILLED & FROZEN VEG AND MEAT < RICE, FLOURS & OILS
< SHAYONA PRODUCTS < POOJA ITEMS, IDOLS, HARS & DIYAS
N -
e o @ da & W pig R &m | o
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(V) indian essence

ard winning (ndian {Restaurant aEemfaU
g{‘( and atef'mj Gn tul S‘Q’CR ay’

176-178 PETTSWOOD ROAD | PETTSWOOD | BRs 1LG | 02689 848 700 | 00 TSl
inforindianessence.co.uk | www.indianessence.co.uk B



Thank You

Thank you for reading the Sharodiya e-magazine'. We hope you enjoyed reading it as much
as we enjoyed creating it for you. Sharodiya magazines have a long history in Bengal and
very few can deny a deep emotional connect with them. Our humble effort has hopefully
brought you some joy in these dark times. Do contact us at aantarikbab@gmail.com and let
us know if you have any feedback.
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