
Freedom of Information Act: NY, NJ, CT 

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law
Benjamin B. Ferencz Human Rights and Atrocity Prevention Clinic

Samantha Lauring ‘24 and Ariella Omar ‘24



Background Information
● The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) provides that any person has a right, 

enforceable in court, to obtain access to federal agency records, except to the extent 
that such records (or portions of them) are protected from public disclosure by certain 
exemption.

● Each state has its own version of FOIA:
○ New York Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
○ New Jersey Open Public Records Act (OPRA) 
○ Connecticut Freedom of Information Act (CT FOIA) 

● Each state has its own deadlines and procedures when requesting a record. 



Formulating a Research Plan + Comprising a Question

1. Research relevant topic/ understand issue  
2. Research agency and understand how agency gathers 

data.
3. Formulate question based on steps 1+2. 
4. Understand statutory deadlines for replies and appeals.
5. Reach out to agency with question(s). 
6. Reply to all agency responses and appeal if necessary. 
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