HOW TO READ AN
ACADEMIC ARTICLE

READ THE ABSTRACT

Reading an academic article is different from reading a
fiction book. They follow different styles and
conventions. If you understand how an academic article
is written, it is easier to quickly find any information you
are looking for.

READ THE
INTRODUCTORY
PARAGRAPH

This will give you some background
information as to the issues that are
covered in the article.

READ THE FINAL
PARAGRAPH

Here you will discover the
author's conclusions.

SCAN THE HEADINGS
AND SUB-HEADINGS

These will indicate any relevant

material you may be looking for,

such as, theories, models, topics,
demographics, perceptions etc.

READ THE FIRST AND LAST
SENTENCE IN EACH
PARAGRAPH

The first sentence will indicate what will be discussed
in the paragraph, whereas the last sentence will
indicate the author’s conclusion from the discussion.
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