WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

Barbara Roseboro Myers: Strong family
role models provided support, direction

By DR. LESLIE McKESSON
For The Paper

Editor's note: March is Women's Histo-
ry Month. For the next four weeks, The
Paper will proflie an instrumental fe-
muale community leader. This is the first
in the series.

Barbara Roseboro Myers is the im-
mediate past president of the Burke
County Branch of the NAACP having
stepped into the position around 2002
after the administration of President
Diann Tate.

Barbara grew up on East Union
Street and matriculated through Mor-
ganton and Burke County Public
Schools, attending Mountain View Ele-
mentary and Morganton Junior High.
She also attended Olive Hill High
Schoaol for a short time, where she
gained wisdom and developed lifelong
relationships. After public school de-
segregation she graduated from Mor-
ganton High School.

Barbara had many strong family role
maodels early in life. She credits her
mother, Mrs. Lutisha Avery Roseboro,
with giving her love, support, and en-
couragement, and showing her that she
can do anvthing with God’s help. Her
grandmother, Mrs. Mattie Edna Corp-
ening Avery, showed her the power of

‘We can see change when we,

as a community, make a
concerted effort to work
together, even with our

differences, toward a common

purpose.

— BARBARA ROSEBORO MYERS

faith in God, and her sister Mary L.

Roseboro demonstrated perseverance

and believing in oneself. Mary encour-
aged Barbara to pursue higher educa-

tion and teach others, and during her

college years, Mrs. Ruby Avery and her
daughter Mildred Avery Tanner deeply

supported Barbara.

Her higher education began with two
vears at Western Piedmont Community
College followed by two years at the
University of Norith Carolina at Char-
lotte, where she completed a Bachelor

of Arts degree in Sociology and An-

thropology. Her most memorable early
leadership experience came as a sti-

dent at UNC-Charlotte, where she
worked with 13 voung Black women in
1972 to organize and charter the Iota
Rho Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority and served as its first Corre-
sponding Secretary.

Barbara then pursued graduate stud-
ies at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, completing her Masters
of Social Work. After becoming Direc-
tor of Social Work at Broughton Hospi-
tal, she retired with 47.5 yvears of ser-
vice and received the Governor's pres-
tigious Long Leaf Pine Award.

Barbara had joined the Burke Coun-
ty NAACP back in the late 1970s, serv-

ing first as a member, then as a com-
mittee chair, and ultimately as presi-
dent. In addition to her roles with the
local organization, she has served at
the state level as District Director and
currently as Assistant Secretary.

Barbara's’ three objectives as presi-
dent were:

1. To connect with the State Confer-
ence and gain insight into how the
Burke County Chapter could grow.

2. To reconmect with the local com-
munity for involvement and engage-
ment and to develop parinerships.

3. To address pressing issues in the
community through education, mobili-
Zation, outreach, dialogue, and training.

During her presidency, the NAACP
experienced increased organizational
visibility and connection through part-
nerships, outreach, mediation, and
open dialogue, as well as growth in
adult and yvouth membership.

Reflecting on her experience, Barba-
ra says, “We can see change when we,
as a community, make a concerted ef-
fort to work together, even with our dif-
ferences, toward a common purpase. ...
We must all be willing to trust, to take
a risk ... to be present and account-
able.”

Dr. Leslie McKesson is a freelance
content condributor.




