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The goal of educators should be to provide students with opportunities to be challenged and ultimately to learn. My 
philosophy of education aligns with this goal because all students can be successful by providing a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum, which is rigorous, relevant, and engaging. While educators may believe these words, 
it takes commitment, planning, and execution to create this type of learning environment. For a school district to create 
this type of environment on each campus, a positive culture grounded in strong relationships between staff, students, 
parents, and the community must be established. 

 
 

While I have a wide range of experience, my philosophy of education remains grounded in the classroom and student 
success. Classrooms need to become less teacher centered and more student directed where the emphasis is on active 
involvement in the creation of knowledge. In terms of classroom application, we must provide students 
with opportunities to become problem solvers and develop their thinking 
through real-world experiences. It is critical to provide our teachers with the curriculum, training, 
and time to plan for these rigorous lessons. Our developed curriculum needs to be relevant to students’ interests, 
address real-world problems, value students’ efforts to come to terms with ideas and arguments, and encourage their 
full participation. 

 
 
In addition to a strong curriculum, we need a strong accountability system which is designed to support continuous 
improvement. With the ever-increasing pressure of standardized testing, the term accountability has unfortunately taken 
on a negative connotation with some. In order for improvement to happen, an effective system of accountability must 
be established that includes improvement measures beyond standardized testing. This system should be locally 
developed so that there is a clear goal to support continuous improvement throughout the district. Having 
been a campus and district administrator as well as a school board trustee, 
I not only have a vision for success for the entire district, I also believe in 
maintaining a focus on being fiscally responsible. I believe that the answer to student 
learning and success is within our classrooms and our teachers. I have seen districts use program after program in 
hopes of finding the one thing that will work to improve student learning, but unfortunately this tends to be costly for 
the district and ultimately for the student. I believe that we must be careful and avoid becoming a district of programs 
and focus on providing students with solid teaching using a guaranteed and viable curriculum that will provide rigorous, 
relevant, and engaging learning experiences. 

 
 

While my educational philosophy is grounded in student learning, I am a firm believer that the environment of the 
school must be one that revolves around opportunity for students to expand their learning through 
extracurricular activities in a supportive, safe, and caring environment. I view all decisions that I make 
through the eyes of a parent. Being a parent allows me to understand first-hand the education and learning that our 
students will experience.   I view it as my responsibility to set the tone for our district in establishing a culture of 
excellence so that our students have the opportunity to excel and reach their goals. With the right leadership, 
commitment, planning, and execution,  all school districts can improve so that their students can reach their goals and 
excel. 


