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Dear Rotarians,
Well,  here we are  again! Another  Rotary year 
begins. And  I'm  sure you are all as excited as I am 
about what's to come. 

We were lucky to have District Governor  Dennis 
Geare's visit early in the year so we could incorporate 
his ideas into our own.  We also had a chance to 
honor some of our own members during our 
meeting.  Jim  Cavasso,  Alan  Cain  and  Jeanne 
Cain  were recognized  for their hard work and 
dedication to Rotary and to our club. When you see 
them, please take a minute and congratulate them on 
their  awards.  

The theme this year is Rotary Pride. I invite you all to 
show your pride in who we are and what we do at 
every  opportunity.  Let's  talk about Rotary to our 
friends and acquaintances!  Our District Governor 

reminded us during his presentation to think 
about our community and what it would be like if 
our club was not here.   Makes you think, doesn't 
it? I believe what we do prompts other individuals 
and groups  to follow suit.  The Rotary Club of 
Alturas has always been a leader in our 
town. Let's keep leading and setting an example 
for all others!    I’ll do my best to guide the ship, 
but we’ve all got to man the oars.  

It's going to be a great year!

Yours in Rotary Friendship,

President Barry


New President Barry Pierce and 

Past President Gail Eppler

About Barry -

He was born in Roseburg, OR.  Moved to Alturas in 1963 and 
graduated from Modoc High School in 1966.  Barry’s career took him to 
Reno, NV where he worked in Logistics, a current-day term for 
businesses in trucking, warehousing and distribution.  While in Reno, 
Barry was a member of Reno Central, serving as President in 1984-85.   
In 2016 Barry returned to Alturas enjoying the simplicity and comforts 
of our wonderful community.  We are so pleased to have him as our 
President for 2024-25.  He believes that our Rotary Four-Way Test is 
the way we should lead our lives. Congratulations Barry and deep-felt 
thanks from your fellow Rotarians!

http://www.alturasrotary.org
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Facilitators for Upcoming Meetings


July 2 	 Lori Galvin

July 9	 President Barry - The New Year

July 16	 Governor Dennis Geare

July 23	 Paul Dolby


Dates to Remember 

July 6	 	 Fandango Day - Parade and Rotary Food Booth

July 10	 	 4 pm - Scholarship Discussion

July 10	 	 6 pm - President Barry’s Retreat - Niles

July 16-18	 Governor Dennis Geare Visit

July 27	 	 Rotary Golf Tournament

August 14	 First Day of School


Type to enter text

New Members !!!  Welcome Linda Morin and 
Timmarie Blankenship to our Rotary Club.  Both 

will be valuable additions to our Club.

http://www.alturasrotary.org
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Stephanie	Urchick,	member	of	the	Rotary	Club	of	of	McMurray,	PA,	will	become	the	second	woman	
to	take	office	as	president	of	Rotary	International	on	1	July	2024.	During	her	one-year	term,	
Urchick	will	lead	the	119-year-old	membership	service	organization	in	adapting	for	future	success	
as	Rotary’s	1.4	million	members	around	the	world	develop	and	implement	sustainable,	community-
driven	projects	that	fight	disease,	promote	peace,	provide	clean	water,	support	education,	save	
mothers	and	children,	grow	local	economies,	and	protect	the	environment.

Urchick	is	urging	clubs	to	assess	their	strengths	and	areas	for	improvement	while	also	encouraging	
them	to	embrace	different	meeting	formats	and	membership	styles	as	they	work	to	mirror	the	
communities	in	which	they	exist	in	terms	of	gender,	age,	culture,	socioeconomic	status,	and	more.

“Embracing	different	viewpoints	and	creating	peaceful,	welcoming,	and	inclusive	societies	is	at	the	
heart	of	Rotary’s	work,”	said	Urchick.	“As	president,	I	will	work	with	clubs	to	prioritize	advancing	
peace	by	helping	to	create	the	conditions	for	stable	and	resilient	societies	in	which	people	can	
thrive.”

As	one	of	the	world’s	largest	membership	service	organizations,	Rotary	has	made	peacebuilding	the	
cornerstone	of	its	global	mission.	From	carrying	out	service	projects	to	supporting	future	leaders	
through	youth	programs	and	scholarships,	Rotary	is	taking	action	to	address	the	underlying	causes	
of	conflict,	including	poverty,	discrimination,	ethnic	tension,	lack	of	access	to	education,	and	
unequal	distribution	of	resources.


RI	President	Stephanie	Urchick

 
Stephanie	Urchick	holds	a	doctorate	in	
leadership	studies	from	Indiana	University	of	
Pennsylvania.	A	Rotary	member	since	1991,	
Stephanie	has	served	Rotary	in	many	roles	and	
capacities.	Her	service	includes	building	a	
primary	school	in	Vietnam;	installing	water	filters	
in	the	Dominican	Republic;	mentoring	new	
Rotary	members	in	Ukraine;	coordinating	a	
Rotary	Foundation	grant	project	in	Poland;	and	
leading	efforts	to	formulate	and	adopt	Rotary’s	
Action	Plan,	a	strategic	road	map	that	will	help	
bring	even	more	people	together	to	create	
lasting	and	positive	change	in	an	evolving	world.

https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/fighting-disease
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/promoting-peace
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/providing-clean-water
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/supporting-education
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/saving-mothers-and-children
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/growing-local-economies
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/protecting-environment
http://www.alturasrotary.org
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Grand Marshall Maxine Madison with Bill 
Madison just before they enter the Fandango 
Days Parade.

Maxine Madison 2024 Fandango Day’s Grand Marshal

by Harry Boulade, Chamber of Commerce


In 2006, after an illustrious career spanning a little over four decades in Modoc County government, 
long-time resident and past Modoc County Clerk Maxine Madison decided to retire into the vast road 
map of retirement so she could fulfill her family bucket list that was longer than Main Street in 
Alturas.

Her dedicated public service to Modoc County graced the community with her effervescent smile, 
joyful demeanor and bubbly personality that was contagious to all who knew and worked with her. In 
celebration of the 150-year-old birthday of Modoc County, it seemed like the perfect moment to 
recognize Maxine as the 2024 Alturas Chamber of Commerce Fandango Day’s Grand Marshal.

Born May 5, 1935 in Sardis, Oklahoma to Dale and Wilma Bunch, Maxine Bunch was already 
destined to make her way westward when she was a young child. Because of her father’s job, the 
family relocated from Sardis to Broken Bow, Oklahoma where her brother (Gary) was born, and from 
there they moved to Arizona for a short stint, only to return to Broken Bow. Her father was born one-
half Choctaw Native American and lived deep in the heart of the Choctaw nation in northern 
Pushmataha County, Oklahoma. According to Maxine, he was a skilled professional welder.

The move to northern California and Willow Ranch was set in stone when a job listing was posted in 
the local Broken Bow newspaper looking to hire someone at the Willow Ranch Lumber Mill in 

Fandango Day Events

http://www.alturasrotary.org
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Modoc County. This was in 1945 when Maxine turned 10 years of age. Her father took the job and 
off they went on their 1900-mile journey to “where the west still lives”.

On May 2, 1953, Maxine married Bill Madison. From this marriage, three children were born (Bill, 
Terri Privett and Andrea Halvorson). The Madisons moved to Alturas when Bill procured a job at the 
local Alturas Mill. A home was purchased on the East side of Alturas and from that moment on, the 
rest is history in the annals of the Madison family journal.

In 1966, Maxine went to work for the Modoc County Clerk’s Office under the supervision of Iris 
Turner. At that time the Clerk’s duties included clerking for the Modoc County Supervisors, Superior 
Court and all the elections (including special elections) as well as overseeing the election precincts 
throughout the entire county. “All the women in those days wore dresses to work too,” she recalled. 
“So many things have changed since then.”

In 1982, Iris Turner retired, and Maxine was elected as the new Modoc County Clerk, a title she held 
with dignity and honor for the next 24 years. “I was working at the Clerk’s Office when they 

celebrated the 100th year of Modoc County,” she said. “I even had the opportunity to marry many 
people as a Clerk, sometimes having to go to different locations in the County to perform the 
wedding ceremony.”

When asked about the most memorable moments she could recall working for the Clerk’s Office 
throughout her illustrious career, Maxine said, “I really liked meeting people and helping them in any 
way I could. I just loved working with people. I also enjoyed working with the Board of Supervisors 
back then, I kept all the meeting minutes for them. And most of all, my staff of employees 
throughout the years were so great. We all worked closely with the Department heads.”

Modoc County, and especially the Alturas Chamber of Commerce, are so graciously honored to have 
her as our 2024 Fandango Day’s Grand Marshal. We couldn’t have chosen a better person.

Amazing Rotary Fandango Cooks - 
Walt Davis and Fritz Barclay !!

http://www.alturasrotary.org
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And the rest of us served up hamburgers, hot dogs, and lots of 
water !!!


Thanks to Gail Eppler for organizing this event!

In addition to Walt and Fritz, thanks to Barry Pierce, Jeanne Cain, 
Kerry Davis, Mike Mason, Pam Morell, Linda Morin, Cheryl Knoch, 

Carol Sharp, Karen Shimamoto and Roseann Gracza !!6

Superbull 
Winners

Michelle 
McMillan


and

Carol Sharp


http://www.alturasrotary.org
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From your Newsletter Editor - Karen 
Shimamoto

Please let me know how I can include items in 
our newsletter of interest, fun, and amazement 
for you!

The Rotary Clubs of 
Alturas and Alturas 
Sunrise gave RYLA 

scholarships to these 
amazing students !!


Chris Guasp

Savannah French-

Connors

Randi Urban

Adin Benson


Lewis Crumwell


Each Club will invite 
these students to 

speak at their Rotary 
meetings soon!

http://www.alturasrotary.org
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Dear Rotarians,

What is the Rotary Club of Alturas?  

Do we have an identity in our community?  Of 
course we do!  We are the premier service club 
in Modoc County and I’m sure no one would 
dispute that!  If you want to make a significant 
difference those who need help in our town, this 
is the place to be.   Let's go back to the first 
question...what is the Rotary Club of Alturas? 

When I think of this Club, I think, first of all, 
we’re a group of friends.  In my mind, 
everything we do says that about us.  Friends 
help each other.  Friends don’t let each other 
down and come through for each other in a 
pinch.  Friends also fill in the weak spots.   If 
the group is a bit weak or lacking experience in 
a particular area, someone always steps in to 
help.   In addition, when a devil’s advocate is 
needed, someone will step up to perform that 
awkward task.   That's always the sign of a 
strong, tight group! 


For all these reasons and more, I’m proud of 
our Club.  I'm also proud of all of you 
individually because all of you show pride in 
being a Rotarian.  We all believe in “Service 
Above Self”.   In our Club, this isn’t just a 

phrase, it’s a way of living and a source 
of pride.    

Lastly, I would like to ask you to think 
hard about some new projects we 
might take on.  What about some 
smaller and more frequent events? A 
monthly BBQ?  More Bingo? We’ll talk 
more about this in our meetings, but 
please be thinking about ideas to 
share. 

Yours in Rotary Pride, 


Barry


	 	



www.alturasrotary.org August & September 2024

  A	Wonderful	Visit	(July	16	-	18)	from	District	
Governor	Dennis	Geare	to	the	Rotary	Clubs	of	

Alturas	and	Alturas	Sunrise.		
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Facilitators for Upcoming Meetings


Sept 3 	 Elizabeth Cavasso 	 

Sept 10 	Fellowship (no program)

Sept 17	Carol Sharp

Sept 24	Walt Davis (Assembly)


Oct 1	 Cheryl Knoch

Oct 8	 Fellowship (no program)

Oct 15	 Dianna Bass

Oct 22	 Sandy Stevenson

Oct 29	 Cynthia Pena (Assembly)


Dates to Remember 

August 14	 	 First Day of School


September 8	 	 Back to School Bingo !

September 14	 	 Modoc (TEACH) Alzheimer’s Awareness Run

September 13-15	 Rotary 8th Grade Leadership Camp

September 20-22	 Rotary 8th Grade Leadership Camp

September 21	 	 Hunter Novak - Eagleville Airport


October 4	 	 Modoc Homecoming/Help at Concession

October 26	 	 Octoberfest !



www.alturasrotary.org August & September 2024

 

Another Amazing and Successful Jim Wills 
Memorial Golf Tournament!  July 27th.


(a little smokey, but still lots of fun!)


Rotary 4-Person Scramble 2024 Winners

1st - David Allhiser, Eddy Price, Alan 
Weber, & Drew Morgan

2nd - Bill Jacques, Daniel Bocchi, Allen 
Ferreira, & Scott Vanderhoff

3rd - Mike Mason, Jerry Wheeler, Danny 
Parker, & Dave Duncan

http://www.alturasrotary.org
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The Amazing Past President Gail Eppler’s DEMOTION Party !!!  

Gail’s Silly Superstitions ?? !!
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Jenna	Nelson	is	from	Alturas	CA.		Her	parents	are	Jodee	and	Jack	
Nelson	also	from	Alturas,	CA.	Jenna	attended	Modoc	High	School	
(MHS)	and	graduated	in	2022.	Jenna	took	undergraduate	classes	
from	College	of	the	Siskiyous	and	Butte	College	before	transferring	
to	California	State	University	at	Chico.		She	was	on	the	Dean’s	List	at	
Butte	College	as	well	as	Chico	State.		Her	major	is	Criminal	Justice	
and	she	carries	a	GPA	of	3.87.


Jenna	is	financially	independent	and	works	to	support	herself	and	
education.	Her	career	goal	is	Juvenile	Probation	Officer,	and	is	also	
interested	in	becoming	a	Law	Enforcement	Officer,	with	plans	to	
apply	to	the	Police	Academy.		Jenna	is	a	Community	Service	Officer	
(recently	promoted	to	Sergeant)	with	the	Chico	State	University	
Police	Department.		She	gives	students	rides	home	during	dark	
hours,	performs	foot	patrols,	and	responds	to	emergency	blue	light	
calls.		Her	motto	from	her	Uncle	Tony	–	“You	won’t	get	anywhere	if	
you	don’t	try!”


Megan	Nelson	is	from	Alturas	CA.		Her	parents	are	Jodee	
and	Jack	Nelson	also	from	Alturas,	CA.	Megan	attended	
Modoc	High	School	(MHS)	and	graduated	in	2022.	In	
high	school	she	started	taking	classes	through	College	of	
the	Siskiyous,	invited	to	be	in	the	California	Scholarship	
Federation,	and	graduated	as	the	2022	MHS	
Salutatorian.		She	currently	attends	Oregon	Institute	of	
Technology	(OIT)	and	her	major	field	of	study	is	Dental	
Hygiene.	Her	GPA	at	OIT	is	3.87.


Megan	has	worked	continuously	through	college	
(holding	two	jobs)	to	fund	her	own	college	education.		
As	a	dental	hygiene	major,	she	participates	in	the	
school’s	dental	clinic	that	serves	students,	and	patients	
with	disabilities	and	financial	burdens.	Megan	is	
currently	the	student	director	for	the	Campus	Activities	
Board,	hosting	on-campus	events	to	promote	student	
engagement	on	campus	and	in	the	community.	She	was	
one	of	13	students	in	the	US	to	attend	a	collegiate	
conference	with	the	American	Red	Cross.		She	is	
responsible	for	holding	two	blood	drives	per	year	on	her	
college	campus.	Megan	has	a	passion	for	helping	others,	
grateful	for	the	opportunities	she	has	received,	and	will	
continue	to	promote	the	well-being	of	her	community.

Rotary Club of Alturas & Alturas 
Rotary Community Foundation


2024 Scholarship Awards 


Megan Nelson - $2500

Jenna Nelson - $2500


Max Blankenship - $2500
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Max	Blankenship	is	from	Alturas	CA.		He	is	a	2nd	year	recipient	of	this	
scholarship.


His	parents	are	Timmarie	and	Jim	Blankenship	also	from	Alturas,	CA.		
Max	attended	Modoc	High	School	for	9th	and	10th	grades.		He	
transferred	to	the	Mt.	Lassen	Charter	School	for	Grades	11	and	12	and	
took	classes	from	the	College	of	the	Siskiyous	during	this	time.		He	
graduated	in	2022	and	began	college	at	Allan	Hancock	Community	
College	in	Santa	Maria,	CA.		He	currently	has	a	3.89	GPA,	and	on	the	
Dean’s	list.


Max	lives	in	Santa	Maria	with	his	grandfather,	plans	to	get	his	AA	in	
Physics	and	hopefully	transfer	to	Cal	Poly	SLO	for	an	Electrical	
Engineering	degree.		Last	year	when	he	was	awarded	the	Rotary	
Scholarship	for	his	first	time,	he	worked	full-time	at	a	hotel	to	pay	for	
his	education.		This	year	he	was	able	to	get	a	new	job	as	a	precalculus	
tutor	on	campus.		Max	is	a	MESA/STEM	student	at	Allan	Hancock,	and	
remains	active	in	scouting	and	karate	(Black	Belt).		Max	was	a	
wonderful	speaker	at	a	recent	Rotary	Club	of	Alturas	meeting	where	he	
shared	his	educational	and	career	story.


SEPTEMBER is Basic Education and Literacy 
Month


Basic education and literacy is one of The Rotary 
Foundation’s six areas of focus. We know that 
basic education and literacy are essential for 

reducing poverty, improving health, encouraging 
community and economic development, and 

promoting peace.
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Rotary	Club	of	
Alturas

2023-24	
Contributions

Fundraiser

July	2023

August	2023 Scholarships	–	Max	
Blankenship,	Ian	
Camacho,	Koen	Brown

$5500 ARCF	Endowment

September	2023 Surprise	Valley	Senior	
Lunches

$408 Club	Administration

NCO	House	Renovation $2500 Club	Administration	w/
District	Grant

October	2023 Matt	Cruse	- $1000 Holiday	Tea

November	2023 Alturas	Community	
Theater	–	Heating?

$5000 Golf	Tournament

Holiday	for	Heroes $250 Misc	.Scholarships

December	2023 A3	Highway	Sign $1180 Club	Administration

Rotary	Youth	Leadership	
Awareness	(2	students)

$1900 Club	Administration

January	2024 Modoc	Middle	School	
Teacher’s	Lounge

$724 Club	Administration

February	2024 Modoc	Cancer	Awareness $100 Club	Administration

March	2024 Liam	Prince	Recovery $250 Misc.	Scholarships

Modoc	Co.	Senior	Center $2500 Spring	Bingo

Rotary	Eighth	Grade	
Leadership	(5	students)

$1800 Club	Administration

April	2024 Modoc	District	
Fair(Tables)

$2000 Oktoberfest

Modoc	Little	League $150 Club	Administration

May	2024

June	2024 Ronda	Haselip	Invitational	
Food	&	Cooking

$618 Club	Administration

Kellerman	Foundation $2500 ARCF	Investments

Junior	Livestock	Show	
BBQ

$1000 Club	Administration

$29,380

Wow…. Proud to be a Rotarian ???
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From your Newsletter Editor - Karen 
Shimamoto

Please let me know how I can include items in 
our newsletter of interest, fun, and amazement 
for you!

A nice Muley stealing from my 
bird feeder - the nerve!

This is at my house in Reno, not 
at the ranch…..

“Back to School  BINGO”

Sept. 8th, NILES HOTEL, DOORS OPEN AT 12 noon, games 

begin at 1! LOTS OF FUN, prizes, refreshments…

COME JOIN US FOR THE AFTERNOON !!!!
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Dear Rotarians,


The Rotary year is almost half over, and as usual, 
we’ve been pretty busy.  Back-to-School Bingo, 
the Jim Wills Memorial Golf Tournament, 
Homecoming concession, the October Brewfest, 
and the JLS sale barn improvements have been 
the major projects, but there have been other 
accomplishments as well.   

We’ve amended our Bylaws to accommodate 
additional types of memberships - in addition to 
Corporate Membership, we have Family 
Membership, and Friend of Rotary.

We’ve transported kids to REGL, and purchased 
new banners and Rotary flags for the Hotel Niles. 

We purchased vests for the Interact kids who will 
help with the Block M Basketball Tournament, as 
well as vests for Rotarians working in different 
events.  We hope to give our Rotary Club some 
additional exposure. 

Additionally, planning is well underway for the 
Holiday Tea and Block M events in December.  And 
by the way, we also contributed $830 to the Holiday 
Stockings for Heroes project.     


Recently, we’ve had productive discussions on how 
the Club can help the seniors in our communities. 
We'll get the specifics ironed out soon, but I believe 
we have a good start on a very worthwhile 
endeavor.   

Lastly, as always, I extend my thanks 
to you for your participation in all we 
do, both now and in the future.     I’m 
so proud of this Club!     

Yours in Rotary Pride and Happy 
Holidays to you and yours! 

Barry	 


	

YES !  Barry REALLY is having fun at 
our Octoberfest!  And loving the 

food too!  Smile Barry! 
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OctobeROctobeR
MUST BE 21 YEARS OLD

BREW FEST

WIN
PRIZES
Spin & Win 

Wheel of Fortune 
with many

fabulous prizes

GET
TICKETS

$30 Pre-sale
from Alturas Rotary 
club members and

United Country 
Stevenson Realty 

$35 at door

  BLUEGRASS AND BEER

MUST BE 21 YEARS OLD

BREW FESTBREW FEST
OctobeROctobeR

 OCTOBER 26
6:00 to 9:00 PM

THE NILES HOTEL
304 S. Main Street in Alturas  

Delicious beers from various breweries 
with a souvenir mug, plus dinner of juicy 
bratwurst with sauekraut and potatoes. 

LIVE MUSIC BY THE STUKEL
MOUNTAIN STRANGLERS!

Proceeds will support Alturas Rotary in 
benefiting your community of Modoc

Great Turnout - Fun Time - Wonderful 
prizes - Nice Music - GREAT Food - 

Thanks everyone!
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Facilitators for Upcoming Meetings


Nov 5	 Jim Cavasso

Nov 12	 Fellowship

Nov 19	 Karen Shimamoto - RYLA & REGL 
	 Students and Assembly

Nov 26	 Dark


Dec 3	 Dick Read

Dec 10	 Laine Hoy

Dec 17	 Christmas Lunch

Dec 24	 Dark

Dec 31	 Dark





