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Memorial Day for Israel's Fallen Soldiers and Victims of Hostile Acts
On Memorial Day for Israel's Fallen Soldiers, the citizens of Israel commemorate the state's
fallen soldiers, whose sacrifice enabled Israel's existence. This day is observed each year on
the 4th of the Hebrew month of Iyar or in proximity to that date, and it is always marked one
day before Independence Day, emphasizing and symbolizing the connection between the
sacrifice of the fallen and the establishment of the State of Israel.

The Knesset anchored the observance of this day in the Memorial Day Law for Those Fallen in
the War of Independence and the Israel Defense Forces, 5723-1963. The law was renamed by
the Knesset in a 1980 amendment as the "Memorial Day for the Fallen of Israel's Wars Law."
The significance of this change was in its expansion from a memorial day for the fallen
soldiers of the state to a memorial day that includes all those killed in action during pre-state
battles.

Memorial Day also commemorates deceased members of the Israel Police, the Mossad and
the Israel Security Agency (Shin Bet).
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The day's events open at 8:00 PM on Memorial Day eve with a one-minute siren that

is heard across the country. This is followed by a state ceremony for the start of
Memorial Day held at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. The ceremony is attended by

the President and the IDF Chief of Staff. Other gatherings and services are held
throughout the country.

 
 

The following day, a two-minute siren is sounded across the country at 11:00 AM,
followed by state memorial services held in all military cemeteries. These are
attended by the bereaved families, public figures and representatives of the

government, police and the security forces. The main service is held at the military
cemetery on Mt. Herzl in Jerusalem.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The services held in military cemeteries across the country include the lowering of
the state's flag to half-mast, a special "Yizkor" prayer, a speech by a public figure

such as a government minister or a Member of Knesset, recitation of the "El Maleh
Rahamim" prayer by a military cantor and wreath-laying on the graves of the fallen by
representatives of institutions and organizations. The ceremonies usually end with a

military gun salute.
 

According to a government resolution passed on February 5, 1997, Memorial
Day for Israel's Fallen Soldiers is also Memorial Day for Victims of Hostile
Acts. The government also decided to build a central memorial site on Mt.

Herzl who were killed in hostile acts. Accordingly, the state service in memory
of victims of hostile acts is held on Memorial Day at 1:00 PM at the central

memorial in their honor on Mt. Herzl. The torch-lighting ceremony on Mt. Herzl
is the closing event of Memorial Day, and officially opens the Independence

Day celebrations.
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Happy Yom HaAtzmaut
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