Disaster Preparedness
By Mark Winchester SBA Regional Director May 2026
Over the weekend, I was listening to NPR's health and science show, The Pulse. In a May 2026 episode titled "What It Takes to Survive a Disaster," host Maiken Scott interviewed investigative journalist and author Amanda Ripley about her book, The Unthinkable. During the interview, Ripley shared a powerful paradox: while the number of worldwide disasters has quadrupled over the last 50 years, the global loss of life from these events has actually dropped by two-thirds.

Why? Because our ability to predict threats has skyrocketed. Decades ago, we had a mere 24-hour warning before a hurricane made landfall. Today, we have 72 hours or more.
Technology has given us the gift of time. But as your SBA Houston District Director, I have to ask our local business owners: What are you doing with those 72 hours? ⏳

Advanced warnings only work if you have a plan to execute. For a small business, that means having a robust Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP).

Without a COOP, the math of a disaster is brutal for small businesses:
📉 40% of small businesses never reopen their doors after a disaster strikes.
📉 An additional 20% fail and close down within the first 12 months post-disaster.

That means 60% of impacted businesses are gone within a year. They didn't fail because of a lack of hustle; they failed because they lacked a plan.

A 72-hour hurricane warning is not the time to figure out how your employees will work remotely, where your data is backed up, or how you will access emergency capital.

We want your business to be part of the survival statistic. Don't let your hard work be wiped out by a lack of preparation.

Build your COOP plan today. Protect your employees, your assets, and your legacy.
👉 Need help getting started? Go to 
www.sba.gov/prepare,
 https://lnkd.in/ghqZpSua,
 www.ready.gov
