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“To raise a nature-bonded child is to
raise a rebel, a dreamer, an
innovator… someone who will walk
their own verdant, winding path.”
~Nicolette Sowder

Thank you for your interest in Play Pan Afrikan!
We are a small, family committed learning collective operating
from August through May with additional summer
programming.
Our 3 Core Values:
Culture: Bridging the gap between cultural traditions and
influences within the global African diaspora.
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Community: Demonstrating integrity and commitment to the
preservation of our neighborhoods and nature. Advocating for
local resources and partnerships with people committed to
educating our children and advocating for outdoor education.
Consciousness: The active demonstration of mindfulness of
health in body, mind, spirit and nature.

about our
program

We spend most of our
day in our outdoor
classroom and
integrate state park
field trips into our
week as well as visiting
local sites to
supplement our
learning. With the
support of our parents,
we expose our children
to a great deal of
hands-on learning and
community
development.

We believe in preparedness in all areas of
life. Our approach to learning is through the
integration of real experiences with
academics, applying our themed lesson
plans with field trips to better support our
learning concepts. We explore practical life
skills, nature based survival skills and
cultural traditions by way of rites of
passage.

life
skills

We aim to support confident problem solvers; children
that trust the process of trial and error to develop
practical solutions for their community. We value
citizenship, character and integrity as a means for building
strong relationships with others.
In addition to our excursions, we supplement with
enrichment programs including yoga, horseback riding,
drumming, wildlife exploration and other seasonal classes.
Our goal is to support our children in becoming active,
resourceful, responsible and productive global citizens of
the diaspora with the focus on Afrikan progression.

Character Building
Our program utilizes the Kwanzaa 365
curriculum; a social studies exploration of
community building and connecting with
Africans of the diaspora.The first half of
the school year focuses on
understanding the Kwanzaa principles
and implementing them through
community building. During the second
half of the year, we expand on the
concepts globally! In our curriculum, the
7 principles of Kwanzaa coincide with the
days of the week.

7 Special Principles
Umoja Monday- Unity/Coming Together
Kujichagulia Tuesday - Self Determination/Doing
Your Best
Ujima Wednesday- Collective Work and
Responsibility/Working Together
Ujamaa Thursday- Cooperative
Economics/Helping Our Neighborhoods Grow
Nia Friday- Purpose/Sharing Your Purpose
Kuumba Saturday- Creativity
Imani Sunday- Faith

our curriculum
Our foundational curriculum is the children. Our teachers serve as facilitators and
support. We do not send home homework. We encourage sensory exploration and
play as a tool for curiosity and learning. We support students with social/emotional
development, problem solving and building confidence so that they can better learn
about themselves as individuals and how they can impact their communities all over
the diaspora, now and in the future.

Meals

Breakfast, snacks and lunch are
provided. All meals are mostly
vegetarian as our menu may
include fish. Although we limit
dairy, some ingredients may be
made with dairy products. If you
wish to supply your child with
their own meals, you are
welcome to do so. Munch menu
will be sent with a weekly
newsletter.

uniforms
As we are a play based program, we encourage sensory play and
engage in lots of outdoor exploration. That said, we tend to get pretty
messy! Mud puddles, sand castles, finger painting, we do it all! Though
we will not be offering uniforms this year, we highly recommend that
students wear comfortable play clothes. For bottoms, we encourage
sweatpants or loose pants. Our children are here to focus on their work
of play and appropriate clothing is a must. If you don’t want it stained,
then do not bring them in that clothing!!!
As we hike often, rainboots and close toed shoes are highly
recommended. During winter months, snowsuits and thicker,
waterproof boots are highly recommended.

is this a fit?
If any of the following applies to you, then we may not be the right fit:
1. You are uncomfortable with your child engaging in messy play. This
includes mud play, paint and other sensory based play.
2. You aren’t necessarily looking for a community based program or can’t
offer volunteering hours to the program.
3. You’re not willing to participate in our kinfolk gatherings.*
Our program is centered on bringing together families that value
community and raising outstanding citizens that contribute to the world
with Africa on the heart FIRST.
Kinfolk gatherings are family events scheduled at various locations to
connect parents and friends over food and activities. Our Kinfolk
Campouts are our twice a year camping overnights at the beginning and
end of each school year.

school year
August 8th First Day of School
September 5th Labor Day (Closed)
September 23rd Kinfolk Meetup: Naming Ceremony
October 10th Indigenous People’s Day (Closed)
November 21st-25th Thanksgiving Break (Closed)
December 18th Light the Kinara Kwanzaa Show
December 19th-December 30th Holiday Break (Closed)
January 16th MLK Day (Closed)
February 20th President’s Day (Closed)
March 10th Teacher Workday (Closed)
April 3rd-7th Spring Break
May 27th Last School Day

“Let the children be free;
encourage them;
let them run outside when it is
raining;
let them remove their shoes
when they find a puddle of water;
and when the grass of the
meadows is wet with dew,
let them run on it and trample it
with their bare feet;
let them rest peacefully when a
tree invites them to sleep
beneath its shade;
let them shout and laugh when
the sun wakes them in the
morning.”
~ Maria Montessori

Monday-Friday $250 per week
A nonrefundable deposit of $1000 is due
June 15th to reserve your child’s spot upon
acceptance. This deposit is applied to your
final month with the program in May.
Pricing per week will then be $250.
Payments are due the Friday before each
week. Any payments made after Friday will
be subject to a $25 late fee. Payments are
due every week regardless of attendance
with the exception of scheduled week long
breaks/vacations on officially our
calendar. We do not offer credits for
absences.
Withdrawal from program must be given in
writing 45 days prior to final date of
attendance.

“If we want children to flourish, to
become truly empowered, then let
us allow them to love the earth
before we ask them to save it.
Perhaps this is what Thoreau had
in mind when he said, “the more
slowly trees grow at first, the
sounder they are at the core, and I
think the same is true of human
beings.” ~David Sobel

We have a wonderful school
year ahead of us! Should
you have any questions,
please feel free to send an
email to
ashley@playpanafrikan.org.

