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                            LET’S GET PERSONAL: CIRCLING BACK TO THE BEMA

CIRCLING BACK TO THE BEMA
limited macro view

ǌoom in 

Refresher: EVERY BELIEVER will stand before Jesus 
at the bema (Judgment Seat of Christ); there are no 
excepƟons to this fact. 

Don’t panic! 
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ͻ     L®Ýã�Ä     ͻ     O��ù     ͻ     R�¹Ê®��    ͻ

ALL RISE:

what will MY 
posiƟon of responsibility and authority be, how will 
I serve my Lord in the millennium and how/when  is 
this decided͍

to earn our posiƟons 
in His Kingdom

rewards

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST:              
AKA THE BEMA

W«�ã ®Ý ã«� PçÙÖÊÝ� Ê¥ ã«� B�Ã�͍
reveal
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W«�ã P�Ù®Ê� Ê¥ Ãù L®¥� W®½½ T«®Ý Jç�¦Ã�Äã CÊò�Ù͍

starts

aŌer our second (spiritual) birth

ends
NOW is the Ɵme to earn our posiƟons in the 

Kingdom, tomorrow may be too late (if the rapture 
happens today or we die).

HÊó W®½½ W� B� Jç�¦��͍ 

C«�Ù��ã�Ù®Ýã®�Ý Ê¥ H®Ý Jç�¦Ã�Äã

highlights 

ͻ ͞We will be judged fairly.

unfaithful

ͻ ͞We will be judged thoroughly.
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ALL RISE:

unconfessed post-salvaƟon sins. This is 

ͻ ͞We will be judged imparƟally.
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ͻ ͞We will be judged individually.

ͻ ͞We will be judged graciously.
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ALL RISE:

our struggle against sin, if it successful, is 
worthy of reward.

1

ARE ONLY ACTIONS JUDGED͍ WHAT 
ABOUT MOTIVES AND WHAT WE         

THINK AND SAY͍
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2 

TEARS OF JOY, TEARS OF REGRET

He won’t ask how 
much we loved Him (that will have been proven by our 
deeds and aƫtudes).

It is neither foolish nor selĮsh to want His 
approval. 
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ALL RISE:

To think otherwise is foolish and dangerous (a kind of 
danger that will last a very long Ɵme, for eternity, in 
fact). 

regret and shame remorse 

WHAT ARE THESE REWARDS͍ HOW ARE THEY 
DEPICTED IN THE SCRIPTURES͍

T«®Ä» Ê¥ ã«� CÙÊóÄÝ �Ý R�ó�Ù�Ý
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DIADEM: 

a symbol of sovereignty. 

 What 

STEPHANOS 

Stephanos describes the victor’s 
crown, the symbol of triumph in the 
public games or a contest. 

9
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ALL RISE:
9

The crowns are symbolic and so is the ͞laying them 
down.͟  What if we subsƟtute the word ͞crowns͟ 
with the word ͞rewards͟ 

ability  
rewards 

PÊÝã-Ý�½ò�ã®ÊÄ S�Ä�ã®¥®��ã®ÊÄ с CÙÊóÄÝ/R�ó�Ù�Ý 

4

Crown (Reward) of Life (aka the Martyr’s 
Rewards or Victor’s Reward):
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The Crown (Reward) of Life applies to anyone who 
sacriĮces their life OR undergoes extreme hardship in 
service of God.

dies
I believe it applies to those who 

are truly willing to suīer and even die rather than 
renounce their faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. In this 
case it IS a maƩer of the heart and will.

tried to execute 
him (a martyr’s death)
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ALL RISE:

͞overcomers͟ He decides 

Crown (Reward) of Righteousness: 

faithful 
endurance and obedience discipline and self-
control

Crown (Reward) of Glory:

and contains instrucƟons about their aƫtudes and 
behaviors toward ͞their Ňock.͟  It is about faithful 
service and leadership

limited to leaders of organiǌed 
churches͍

possible that 
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CauƟon: We must be careful not to teach or 
preach anything we aren’t living ourselves. As they 
used to say, ͞PracƟce what you preach!͟

IncorrupƟble (Imperishable) Crown 
(Reward): 

a 
reward for conƟnuous disciplined, self-controlled 
ChrisƟan living all the way to ͞the end.͟  

This is important – 

Crown (Reward) of Rejoicing or                                                                                                        
   Soul Winner’s Reward: 
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ALL RISE:

those who faithfully share 
the Gospel with others ulƟmately resulƟng in them 
becoming believers.

WARNING: 

This 

WHAT REWARDS ARE ͳ 
WHAT THEY ARE NOT

POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY                                        
AND RESPONSIBILITY

posiƟons of 
authority and responsibility to the King, posiƟons 
of trust, posiƟons of conĮdence.
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 UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION

1.  

3.  



ͻ     L®Ýã�Ä     ͻ     O��ù     ͻ     R�¹Ê®��    ͻ

ALL RISE:


