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My Research Paper project: theories on teaching how to write research papers.

Questions: how broad can this be? How narrow can it be? Should I focus on historical approaches? What were they saying forty years ago? What do I want my reader to learn? 
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DETERMINING IF A SOURCE IS SCHOLARLY

* What are the author's credentials to write on the topic? Look authorsup.
to confirm they are who they say they are.

* Who' the publisher or sponsor? Look for academic presses,
oracademicorganizations, or government sources. And see whats
say about the source to ensure it's legitimate.

* What's the URL, ifit's an online source? Colleges and uni
edu,and government agencies use gov.

* Does the source include original research or interpret research
that it cites?

" oes t provide documentation? Lok for a lis of works cited O
at the end and parenthetical documentation within
Checkouta few ited sources t see that they re reputable:

21 /4 Finding Sources

[491]

poesthe tex! «<cm authoritative? Most scholarly texts use roRaeat lan.
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poes the text 1ook academic? Scholarly texts tend to use conservative

{ontsand often include tables and charts Populartexts aremare ikely
o include color photos and to highlight certain things i sidebrs.

. Arethere ads? Scholarly texts have few, if any, ads; popular articles and
sites have many ads.

Considering these questions can help you distinguish between sources
such as the two on the following page, one from the popular magazine
National Geographic, the other from the scholarly American Journal of
‘Human Genetics. While both sources address the legacy of Genghis Khan,
note the differences in focus and design. Famous for its photographs,
National Geographic displays on its cover a striking image of the Khanis
face; the article’s first pages feature large and colorful photographs, and
the typography and layout include some decorative elements. The visuals
sttract readers’ attention. In contrast, the journals cover includes on
its name (which tells us it's a journal) and publication information:
piture of a former president of the American Society of Human Ge
The article looks like serious scholarship; the first page includes its,
(teport), ts title (“The Genetic Legacy of the Mongols?)the authors'nam
and credentials, and an abstract. '

While the questions above can help you judge whether &
scholarly and appropriate for your: research project, keepin mind
sources are designed to look, act, and feel scholarly, b
10 be vigilant about checking out al the sources
that seem scholarly—to ensure you aren'trel
example, some predatory publishers pose a5
Publish anything someone pays to have
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What is the author's STANCE? Does the title indicate a certain attitude or
perspective? How would you characterize the TONE? Is it objective? argu:
mentative? sarcastic? How does the author's stance affect its usefulnessfor
your project?

Whois the AuDIENCE for this work? Is it aimed at the general public? mem:
bers of a field? policy makers? Sources written for a general audience may
provide useful overviews or explanations. Sources aimed at experts maybe
‘more authoritative and provide more detail—but they can be challengingto
understand

What is the main point, and what has motivated the author to write?Isthe
author responding to some other argument? What's the larger conversation
on this issue? Is it clear why the topic matters?

What R2ASONS and sVIDENCE does the author provide as support? A%
the reasons faf relevant, and sound? Is the evidence drawn from ¢4
souces?Isth kind of evidence (statistis,facts, examples, expert S,
5.and 50 on) appropriate to the point it's supporting? How Persuasi‘e’t
¥ou find the argument? Check facts and claims you're skeptical of 8" 2

e
Tenparieansites (Snopes and Factcheckorg)that confr truths 374
iy lies or misinformation,

7> Evaluating Sources

and respond to other

oes the 2 viewpoints? Look
pos r tives, not ju: - oints? Look for
ention Of ot just the author's own view, and be

to conside y ANy COUNTERARGUMENTS are re,

sure resented
s ustwor e ‘mﬂ\he!vwwsandm!mmu‘:mn!auy:'n;
ccurately, € y) those that challenge their own. Check out the
;rol"‘ and ids e sure they are reliable themselves. The sources
andideasan @ onversation with can help you uncover more in.
formation abou or's own purpose, stance, and bias,

Have you seer n this source in any other sources? Information
found in mult s is more reliable than information you can findin
anlyone place  credible sources challenge this information? If o, is

sing 3nd we know iy The urgét cuestions e by how much ad hom acky

B SUPPOSE YOU'RE RESEARCHING climate change and come across NASA site
sealevelnasa.gov. Checking out what others say about the source tels you that NASA
stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and i is an gency of
the US government that employs thousands of scientists and publshes information
9N naturalscience topics. If you were writing an essay about how climate change
mpacts coastal commanities, what kinds of information from this site would o2
onsderciting? How does the way information s presented make i seem more &7 €8
dibe? For instance, compare th site’s report Meltng ie, Warming Oceart W
Heinfographic shown above. Is one sourc easer o ve than theotert Dos ane

Tere appropriate to cite than the other—and f s0, WhY?
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