
BASIC BOOK FORMAT 

The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. 

The basic form for a book citation is: 

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication, Publisher, Publication Date. 

*Note: the City of Publication should only be used if the book was published before 1900, if the 

publisher has offices in more than one country, or if the publisher is unknown in North America. 

BOOK WITH ONE AUTHOR 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. Penguin, 1987. 

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. MacMurray, 1999. 

BOOK WITH MORE THAN ONE AUTHOR 

When a book has two authors, order the authors in the same way they are presented in the book. 

Start by listing the first name that appears on the book in last name, first name format; subsequent 

author names appear in normal order (first name last name format). 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Allyn and 

Bacon, 2000. 

If there are three or more authors, list only the first author followed by the phrase et al. (Latin for 

"and others") in place of the subsequent authors' names. (Note that there is a period after “al” in “et 

al.” Also note that there is never a period after the “et” in “et al.”). 

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the 

Teaching of Composition. Utah State UP, 2004. 

A WORK IN AN ANTHOLOGY, REFERENCE, OR COLLECTION 

Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The 

basic form is for this sort of citation is as follows: 



Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), Publisher, 

Year, Page range of entry. 

Some examples: 

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One 

to One, edited by Ben Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-34. 

Swanson, Gunnar. "Graphic Design Education as a Liberal Art: Design and Knowledge in the 

University and The 'Real World.'" The Education of a Graphic Designer, edited by Steven Heller, 

Allworth Press, 1998, pp. 13-24. 

AN ARTICLE IN A SCHOLARLY JOURNAL 

A scholarly journal can be thought of as a container, as are collections of short stories or poems, a 

television series, or even a website. A container can be thought of as anything that contains other 

pieces of work. In this case, cite the author and title of article as you normally would. Then, put the 

title of the journal in italics. Include the volume number (“vol.”) and issue number (“no.”) when 

possible, separated by commas. Finally, add the year and page numbers. 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal, Volume, Issue, Year, pages. 

Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta 

Devi's Bashai Tudu." Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature, vol. 15, no. 1, 1996, pp. 41-50. 

Duvall, John N. "The (Super)Marketplace of Images: Television as Unmediated Mediation in 

DeLillo's White Noise." Arizona Quarterly, vol. 50, no. 3, 1994, pp. 127-53. 

A PAGE ON A WEB SITE 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by an indication of 

the specific page or article being referenced. Usually, the title of the page or article appears in a 

header at the top of the page. Follow this with the information covered above for entire Web sites. 

If the publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once. 



Lundman, Susan. “How to Make Vegetarian Chili.” eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-

vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015. 

“Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview.” WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-

treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview. 

AN E-BOOK 

Citations for e-books closely resemble those for physical books. Simply indicate that the book in 

question is an e-book by putting the term "e-book" in the "version" slot of the MLA template (i.e., 

after the author, the title of the source, the title of the container, and the names of any other 

contributors). 

Silva, Paul J. How to Write a Lot: A Practical Guide to Productive Academic Writing. E-book, 

American Psychological Association, 2007. 

BASIC IN-TEXT CITATION RULES 

In MLA Style, referring to the works of others in your text is done using parenthetical citations. 

This method involves providing relevant source information in parentheses whenever a sentence 

uses a quotation or paraphrase. Usually, the simplest way to do this is to put all of the source 

information in parentheses at the end of the sentence (i.e., just before the period). However, as the 

examples below will illustrate, there are situations where it makes sense to put the parenthetical 

elsewhere in the sentence, or even to leave information out. 

General Guidelines 

• The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1) upon the source 

medium (e.g. print, web, DVD) and (2) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited page. 

• Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information 

on the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your 



readers in the text must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the corresponding 

entry on the Works Cited page. 

IN-TEXT CITATIONS: AUTHOR-PAGE STYLE 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last 

name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the 

text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may 

appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the 

page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For 

example: 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feelings" (263). 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 

263). 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the 

information in the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named 

Wordsworth. If readers want more information about this source, they can turn to the Works 

Cited page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the following information: 

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. Oxford UP, 1967. 

Everything cited here is from: 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008, 

owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 12 September 2022. 
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