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Neither to the beft nor yet to the
. | ’thﬁ, but to the common {Qrt. of

Wemen,

Vfing with my felfe being idle,and ha-

uing little eafe to pafle the time withall ; and I be-
W inginagreatchollor againft fome women,I mean
\e\/7e) M more thenone; And fo in the ruffe of my fury tak-
[ XT 24T ing my pen inhand to begile the time witiral, in~
deed I mighthaue imployed my felfeto better vfe then infuch an
idle bufines, andbetter it were to pocket vp a peleing iniury then
to intangle my felfe with fuch vermine, for this I knowe that be<
caufe women are wonen,therefore many of them will doe that in
an hower,, which they many times will repent all cheir whole Jife
ume after,yet for any iniury which I'haue receued of thé,the more

- Iconfader ofit,the Ieffe I efteerme of the fame : Yeuperhaps fome

may {2y ynro me that T haue {ought for honey, caught the Bee by
thetaile,or that 1 haue been'bit or ftung with fome of thefe wafps,
otherwife T could neuer haue beene expert in bewraying their
quallicies,for the Mother would neuer haye fought her Daughter
inthe Quen bur that fhe was there fir@ herfelfe 5 Indeede 1 muft

, <onfefle 1 haue beene a Traueller this thirty and-odde yeares, and

many trauaillers liue in difdaine of women, the reafor, is, for that
theiraffe@ions are fo poyfoned with the hainous euills of vncon-
flant women which they happen to be acquainted with in their
trauails: for it doth fo cloy theirftomacks that they cenfure hard-
Iy of women cuer afterwardes ; wronged men will not be tonguee
tyed: Therefore if youdoeill youmuft not thinke to heare well,
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foralthough the world be bad,yet itis not cometo.:df”lﬂ il
men {hould beare with all the bad conditions tha; is in forie wo-

Toithe Reader.

but if T fpeake the trueth 1 fhall be the betterbeleeued another
.time: and if L had wiote neuer fo well itis vnpofiible to pleafeall,
& ifneuer o ill yet 1 fhall pleafe fome, Letit be well orill ook
for no praife for my labour, T am weined from my mothers teat,
and therefore ncucr moreto befed wich her papp, wherefore fay
what you will for I will follow my owne vaine in vnfolding euc-
ry plear, and fhewing euery wrinkle ofa womans difpofition,and
yetIwillnot wade fo farre ouer the fhooes bug that I may returne
dry, norfofarrin but that I way cafily efcape ous, and yet forall
that I muft confefle iy felfe to be in a fault, and that T haue offen-

0 im0

" Yknow I fhall be bitten by many beeaufe I touch many,but be-
fore I gocany further let.me-whifper one worde in your cares,and
that is this, whatfoeuer you thinke priuately T wifhyoutocon-
cealeitwich filence , leaft-in ftarting vp to finde faulc youproue

our felues guilty of thefe monftrous accufations whicharcheere
following againft fome women : and thofe which fpurnc.ifthey
feele themfelues touched,proue themfelues ftarke fooles in be-
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wrayin g:thcir ga]led backs tothe world , for this bogkc toucheth.
no fort of women, but {uch as when they heare it. will goe :}bout
toreprouei, for. although in-{ome part of this booke T tripp at:
yourhecles, yet I will ftay you-by che hand fo that you fhallnot.
fall further then youare willing, aithough 1deale withyou afeer.
the. maaner of a fhrowe which cannet otherwife eafe her cqrﬁ;
heart but by her vabappy.tongue: If-1 be too earnieft beare with
me a little, for my meaning is not tofpeake much ofthofe chabare:
good,and 1 (hall fpeaketoo litleof thofe that ate naught, but yee:
ITwill no:alcogcthcr-cond emnethe bad, but hoping to l}ctt:: the-
good by thenau ghty;cxa-mplcs,oF the badd ; For there is no wo--
man {o good buthach one idle partor-other inher which may bee:
amanded, for the cleareft-Riuer thatis hath { o‘mc-'dun: in the bot-
rome, Tewels-are all precious bue yetthey are not all ofone price,
nor allof one vertue s golde 1s notall ofone picture, nomorcare:
women all of one difpoficions women are all neceffary-euills and
yetnot all giuento wickednefle, and yet many fobad, thatin my:
conceitif 1 fhould fpeake the worftthat 1 knowby fome women,:
1 (hould make their eares glowe thacheares me ; and my tongue
would blifter to reportit, but it is a great diferedic for amanto
be accounted for a fcolde, for fcolding is the manner of Shrowes,
therefore I had racher anfwer them with filence w hich finde faulty
then ftriye to winthe Cucking-ftoole fc5 them. Now me thinks

ded you beyond fatisfaction, for itishard to giuea fufficient re-
compence for a flaunder, and yet hereafter if by nomeanesI can-
not.obtaine your fauour to be one of your Pulpet men, yetyou
cannot deny me tobe ope.of your Parifh, & herfore ifyou pleafe
but to place me in thebody of the Church hereafter , you fhall
finde my deuotionfo great towardes you, as hee that kneeleth at
the chancell doore: for I wiotethisbooke with my hand,but not
with my heart. |

‘Indeed when I fitft began to write this booke, my witts were
gone a wooll-gathering, in'fo-much that in amanner forgetting
my felfe, and fo in the rough of my fury,I vowedfor euerrobe an
open: gnemy vato- women ; but when my fury wasa littlepaft, I

‘beganto.confiderthe blafphemy of this infamous booke againft
your fectes ; Tthentookemypen and cut him in twenty peeces,

and had it-not-beene:for hurting my felfe, I would haue eutmy
owne fingers which held my pen: and furthermore for a pennance
1 doe craue that my felfe. may bea Iudge againft my felfe, but yet
aflure your felues: of all euifls Iwill choofetheleaft; wherefore I
chooferather tobearca faggor, then butne by the faggot: you

may perceiue the winde is changed into-another dore, and'that 1

begin tobe fea-ficke and yet not paft halfes mile on thefalee wa-
ter, and chat my mouth hath vicered that in.my fury’, which my

; ef urious Dames giue thewr rath indgements and fayy heart neuer thoughr,and therefore Iconfefle that iny tongue bath
< I‘-t‘) ca;ch 0'?;:: cn_o wite dc{’canf vpon women which haue more wit gone beyondmy wittes, for 7 doe furnife thac the fauce which 7
% “_ at au' ganf ervou againe , If 1 belie youiudge me vnkinde, haue made is too-fharpe for your dyet, and the flowers which 7
; then men!/to aniwer you apas » but haue gatherd aze too fitong for your nofes ; Buc if Thad brought
£
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lirle Dogges from Jland, or fine glaffes from Penice, thén1arh
fure that you would cither haue woed me to haue them,or wifhed
tofecthem, Bue I will heere conclude this firft Epittie, praying
you with patience to heare the reft, for if I offendyouat thefirft,
I will make youamends at the laft, and fo T leaue you to him,
whofe feate is in Heauen and whofe foot-ftoole is the Earch,

Yoursin the way of Honefly,

ThomasTel-troth.

Read it if you pleafe and ke as you liff, neither to the wifeft

Clarke,mor yet to the flarkeft Foole, bus vnte the ordi-

maryfors of giddy headed young-men Ifend . 1+
thisgrecting. o

-
) ]
i

“ 7 Fthou moan to {ee the Bear-bayting of womé, then trudge
to this beare-gardenapace and get iabetimes , and viewe
cuéry roome where thou maift beft fic, forthy owne plea-

fure, profite, and heartes -cafe, and beare with my rudenefeif 1

chance to offend thee : But before I doe open this srunke full of

torments againft women, Ithinke it were not amiffe to refemble
thofe whichin olde time did facrifices to Hercmles , forthey vied
continually firft to whip all their Dogges out of their Cirty, and
thinke it were not amiffe to driue all the women out of ny hear-
ing, for doubt leaft this little fparke kindleintofuch a flame,and
raife {o many ftinging Hornets humming about my eares, thac all
the witt I haue will not quench the one nor quietthe other: for I

feare me that I baue fet downe more then they will like ofjand yet

a greatdeale lefle then they deferue, and forbetterproofe 1referr
my felfe to ti:e iudgement of men, which haue mere experience
thenmy felfe, for Fefteemelittle of the maHice of women , for
men will be perfwaded with reafon, but women muft be anfwe-
red with filence , for /know women will barke more at me, then

(erberus

o Ihe RéAaey.

Cerberus the two headed Dog did at Hercules whenhe cameinto
Hell to fetch out the faire Proferpma, and yet I charge them
now but witha bul-rufh in refpe&t of a fecond booke whichis
almoft ready : I doc now but fret them with afalfe fire, but my
next charge fhall be with weapons , and my larum with powder
and fhot, for then we will goe vpon thefe venemous Addars,
Serpents and Snakes, and tread and tramplethem vnder our feet,
for I haue known many men ftung with fome of thefe Scerpions,
and therefore I warne allmen to beware the Scorpion; / knowe
women will bite the lippe atne and cenfure hardly of me, buc /
feare not the curft Cowe for fhee commonly hath fhorthornes,
let them cenfure of me whatthey will for 7 meane not to make
them my Judges, andifthey fhoote their {pite at me they may hitt
themfelues, and fo 7 will fmile atthem as at the foolifh flye which
burnethherfeife in the candle ; And fo friend Reader ifthou haft
any difcretion atall, thow maicft take a happy example by thefe
moft lafciuieus and crafty, whoorifh, theeuifh, andknawih wo-
men, which were the caufe ofthis my idle time fpending, and yet
I haue no warrant to make thee beleeue this which 7 write tobe
true, but yet the fimple Bee gathereth hongr where the vemenous
Spider doth her poyfon; Andfo T will hinder thee no longer from
that which enfueth, but heer 7 will conclude leaft thou haft caufe
to fay,that my Epiftles are longer then my bocke,s Booke / hope
I may callit without any offence , for the Col}yer callshishorfea
Horfe, and the Kings great Steed is buta Hotfe.

If thou Read but the beginning of a booke thou canft gine no
iudgement of that which enfucth 5 Therefore / fay as the Frier,
who in the midft of his Sermon faid often thatthe beft wasbe-
hinde : And foifthoureadeit all ouer thou (halt not be deluded
for the beftis behinde , 7 thinke J haue fhott fo neere the white
that fome will account me for a good Archer:and fo praying thee
to looke ro thy footing thatthou run not ouerthy fhooes,and fo
be pafk recouery before my fecond booke eome,

Thyfriend mimle:,
T o keepemy felfe blameles.
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This firft Chapter theweth to what vie Women

were na ‘coiealfofheweth that moftof them degencrate
fromrrc e :I}cy- were frased voto, by leadingaproud
lafic andlidle lite, to the great hinderance of their poore

Husbands, | |
j Z Ofes deferibeth a weman
o)

3 woman was made to be a helper
voto man; and {o they are indeede,
forfhe helpethto{pend & confume

Healfo faith thatthey were made of

the ribbe of a mangand thac their froward nature fhew-.

aibs for aribbeis a.cdonked ching pood for nothing elfe,
will caufe:them tobeangry. . ~ o
~ Againe, in a manner {he was no fooner made but.
fitaightway her minde ws fet vpon mifchicfe, for by her
alpiring aunde and wanton will the quickly procired
mans fall, and therefore euer.fincé they are & hauvebeen
awoevntoman,and follow.the linc oftheir itlt leader.
Por I pray you let vs confider the times paft with the
time prcfene, firft, that of Dawid and Salomion, if theyhad
occafion fo many hundreth yeares agoc to exclaithéfo
= B bitterly

>~

apd v omgendre crookedby marure, for finall occafion’

-~

thus: Atthe firft beginning (faith he)

';th’il.i“'h lCh . man 'pa l n Cﬁi , 1 y ‘ ge te Cthg :
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birterly againftwomen, forthe one ofthem faid, thatit
wasbetterco bea doorekeeper,andbetter dwell inaden,
amongft Lyons then to be in the houfe with a froward
and wicked woman 1 and-the other faid, that the climing
vp of afandy hill to an aged man was nothing fo weari-
fome as to be troubled with a froward woman : and fur-
ther he faith, that the mallice of a bealt is not like the:
mallice of a wicked woman, nor thatghere isnothing
more dangerous then awomaninherfury.

The Lyon. being bitten with hunger,the Béare being
robbed of heryoung ones,the Viper being trode on,all
thefe are nothing fo terrible asthe fury of awoman. A
Bucke may be inclofed in a Parke,a bridle rulesa horfe,
aWoolfe may be tyed, a Tyger may betamed, butafro-
ward woiman will necuer betamed, no {pur will make hir
goe,noynobridle will halde hir backe, for if 2 woman,
helde an opinionneman can.draw hic from 1t,tcl,l?hju" of
hit fault hewill notbeleeuc:that (heis inany faule, give,
hir good counfell butfhe will nottake it lf){ou deecbut
lookeafter another woman thenthewill beiealous, the
more thou loucfthirthe more fhe will difdaine thee,and
if thou threaten-hiz then fhe- will baangpy ,Aatter hirand.
then the will be proude, and ifthcuferbeare hirftma-

keth hix bould, and if thou chaltenhis thenfhewilleurne
toa Serpent ; at aworde a woman: will neuer foi?gctfani
iniury, nor giuethanks fora goodturnes what wite nian:

then will exchange golde for drotie, pleafureforpaine;

aquictlife for wrangling braules , from the whichthe

marrizd menareneuer free.

. &alomon (aicsh that womsen arelike vatewine,for that:

they will make. men drunks with thei deuifes.

-
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3 -
" Againein theirloue 4 woman fs compared to a-poihr-
ming-ftone, for which way foewer you tikne a pomining
ftoneivis full of holes 3 euenfo are womens lieartes, for
iflode (teale in atone holeitfteppethoutat another.

They ate alfo compared vato a painted thip, which
(cemerh faire outwardly 8 yérnothing bat ballace with-
inhit, or astheldolls in Spaiwe which are brauely gile
outwardly and yet nothing buciead within them, or like
vatothe Sea which atfometimes is fo calinethat a cock-
Bpote may fafely endure hir mighe, bue anon againe wich-
outrage (heis fo gtown chatit ounerwhelmeth the talleft
thip thacis. A '

A froward woman is cottipared to the winde,and a
ftill woman vnto the Sunne, for the funne and the winde
et a traueiller vpon the way and they liide a wager,
which of them thould get his cloake from him firft ; then
firft the winde began boiftroufly to blow ; but the more
tite winde blow’d the more the traueller wrapped anid

athered his cloake abouthiin, now whien thé winde had
gom‘c what he could-and was nguer thencerer 5 then be-
gan the Sunne gently to fhine vpon himandhe threw off
not onely his cloake bue alfo his hat and Ierkin,thiy mo-

rall theweth that 2 womanwith high wordes ¢an get no-

thing at the handes of hir husband, revet by froward
meanes, but by gentle and faire méanes the may gee his
heartbloudtodoehitgood. - - . !

Aswomen are conipared vnto m any:ﬂfmF‘es. , eten fo
many and many more'troubles.comtincth galloping aftet
the heeles of a womanithat yoting men before hand doe
not thinke of , for the world is not made:all of otemell,
nor altis not gold that gliftereth,nor the way to Heawerr

o B2 jsnet
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isnecfirewed with rufhes., o moreisthg eadle efcale
inawomans lapp:Ifthouwert 3 Seruant or faba ndage
before,yet when thoitdoeft marry,thy toile is nener the
necrer ended for cuen then and not before thou doeft
change thy golden time fora dropofhany, which pre-
fently afterwards turnethto be as bitter as wqxjmwop,d.. |

Yet there arc many yousig wien which c_ud.gcl.l‘th:c.xr
witts and bease theire braines and fpend all their time in
the loue of women , andifthey get afmilc orbut a,{,z\_xpc
at their loues hand ,.they firaight, way arg.fo ravithed
withioy,yeafomuch that they .tl‘unkc they have gotten
God by the hand, but within a while aftec they will finde
that they haue but the Deuillby thetoore. A man may
generally fpeake of women, that for the maf} part thou
fhalefinde them differubling ingheir dec dsandin all theit
a&ions fubtill and dangerous for mento deale withall,
for theirfaces are luers , their beauties are baytes, theic
lookes are -petts , and their wordes charmes,andallto

D Mentoruings. - o, oo el
h'l gcr-é isan oléi' faying;gbcthxhus,tha_t hc.y.vhxch_h ath a
faire wife and awhite horfe fhatl neuer be without trou-
bles,for awgman that hath a fair face it is euver macthed
with actuell heart, and hirheauenly lookes with hellith
thp_y‘ghgcs , their. modeft countenance with mcxc;-!cffg
mindes,for.women can both fquc.xth and (ooth: theyare
fo cunning in theart of flattery. asifthey had been bo't_m_d.
prengife to the trade, they haug, Sarzas. fongs ta allure

thee, & Xerxfescunning to inchaunt thee,they beare two

tongiies in one mouth like 7adas,-and two heartes inone

breit like Magss, the onefull of fmiles and the other full
.jrfcbwnes, andallto deceiuethe fimple and plaincmea-
o | L ning

LY | . i
o
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ning meny they can with. Sutyer: out ofone mouth blow

bathhotandcolde. . = .: .« ;i s .

. :Andwhat of all shis>why nothing but ro'tell thee that

a.womanis.berterloft thenfound., better forfaken then

taken.: Sainc Paulfaicth that they which marry doe well,

buchealfofaith thattheywhich marry.not doe better: 8

hé no doubt was wel aduifed what he fpake. Thenf thou

be wife keepethy head out of the halter andtake heede
beforethouhaue cdufe to cuife thy hard pennyworth,or
wifh thePreift fpcachles which knitthe knoe. . - -
-¥he.Phidofophers: which lived in the elde time,their
opinions were fo hard of marriage that they neuer de-
lighted sherein , for one of them beiny asked-why he
married not? he anfwered ; that it wastoafoone and af-
terwardiwhen hewas olde,hic was asked she famequeit-
ion;and he faidthen thatitwastoo late ¢ andfurtherhe
faid, thata married man hath but two.good dayestobe
loeked for, that was the marriage day and the day ofhis

Wwifts:death, forawoman will feedethee with hony and
poylpnthe with gall. : Disgepes Was fo dagged that hee
abhored allwomen, and: 4ugsfus he witheéd chathe had
lived wifeles and dyed childless . ..~ . .. .

.. Onatime oneasked Sacratos; whetherhe.were better
to mafkcy orcolive fingle?iand hemade anfwere ; 'which
fo euerthou doeft inwillrepent thee, forifthon marrieft
not, then thou wilt' live difcontented and dye without
iffue, and fo.perhzpsa ftranger (hall pofiefle thy goodes:
and if thou-doeflt marry thou thalc haue contistiiall vera-
tions, hir dowrie willbe often caftin thy difh if theedoe
bring wealth with hir, again if fhe ¢coplain,then hir kin(-

folk will bend the browes. & hir mother will fpeakg hir

B3 ' pleafure




pleafiire by thee, and if thou marricht onely-for faire
lookes, yet thoumaiefthap to goe withous them when
thou lookeft for them + and if thou marricft one thatis
fruitfull inbearing of children , then will thy carc bethe
more increafed, for little doththe father know what {h.al
be.the end of his children, and if fhebe batrenthou wilt
fothe hir , and if honeft thou wilcfeare hir death, andif
vohonelt thou wilt be wearie of thy life , for when thou
hatt hir thou muftfupport hir in allhir bad 4ctions, and
that wil be fuuch a perpetdallburden vnro thee thitthou
hadft euen as good drawe watet continually o fillabot-
tomlestubb, | . o
A gentleman on a time faidto his friend 1canhelpe
youto a good marriagefor your fonne, hisfriend mzdc
lim this anfwersmiy fonnc(faid hee)fhall ftay till he bawe
more wit, the Gentlemanreplied againe : faying,ifyou
marrie him not befr - < he hath wit , he will neuer marry
0 long as heliueth. R TR
,f | 'lFo:g aam arried maa islike vnto one arefted .,md-:lzghmk
that many 2 man would flie vp into Heauen, i this arreft
of marriage kept themnot backe.Itis (aid of oncnamed
Domctsas that he buried three wites , and yetnever wet
one handkercher. nosor fhied not fo much as onc teare:
alfo Pliffeshe had ¥Dog which loved him well sndfwhen
that dog died he wept bitterly , but heneuer {hed one
tearc when his wife dyed, wherefore if th’oqmamgft
without refpet but onely for bareloue, then thou ,w.d;t
afterwirds with forrow fay-thatthere is more belonges
to houfekeeping thenfower barelegges ina bed : aman
cannot liue with hishandes in his bofome, ner buymeat

inghe market for honeftic without money: whersthere
Lo . is
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is nathing but barewalles,irisafir haufe tobreed beg-
gers into the world: yetthere are many: which thinke
when thgy- arem ar';ig:d. shatthey inay liue bylouc,butif
wealth be wanting hot loue wilkfoori be-colde, and your
hot defires will be foone: quenched with the fimoke of
pauerty. To whatendthen thould we linein lone,fecing
jtis;alife moretobe feared chen dearh, for all thy monie
wiaftes in toyes and is fpeatinbariquetting , and.all chy
time in fighes and fobbs té. thinke vponthy-troubleand
charge which comenly commeth with a wife ; for com-
mawnly women are proude without profic, and thatisz
goedpurgatianfor thy puefe , 8 whenthy purfeis light
thenwillthy beartbeheauy, - 2 oo 7
- Theprideof a womanis likethe drapfie; foras drinke
increafeththe drouth of the one, enenfo money enlarg-
cththe pride of the other: thy-pusfc muftbealwayes o-
pon tofeedtheir fancy,and fothyeRpences will be-grear
and yet pachaps thy gentings finadl, chy houfe muftbe
floscd withcoftly (taffe, and yerperhapsithy Sernantes
ftarued forlack of meat:thou muftdifcharg the Mercers
boeke and:pay the.Haberdathers man  for hirhat muft
continually.be of the new fathioh,and hir gowne of finer
wooll then the fheepe'beareth any:: fhe ‘muft likewife:
hauehir Iewel-box fuenifhed efpecially: if fhic be beauti-
full, fox then commonly beauty and pride goeth toge-.
ther , and abeaurifull woman. is'forthemaottpare ca!%ly :
and no good hufwife, and.if the be agoodhulivife then
noferuantwillabide birfeirce cruelry, and iffhe beho-
neftand chaftethen commonly fheiisiealions: a Kinges:
crowncand afaire womanis.deficed of many. -~
Buthethat geweth cither of them liuesh in greattrou-
: bles
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bles and haeard of Hislife: he shargettech i faide wosian!
is like voto a Reifoner loaden with fetters of goldefor
thou/(halohes fo:dfekiffechefweere lippes of chy Bg’i}”ﬁt iy
full wife; a¢ thoudhalelbe driventeo fetch biteer fighey
from thyforrowfullhart in thinking of the ¢hatgéwhich
commeth by hiry forifthoudeny hir of fichtoyevasthe
ftandes not inneedecfand yet is defious of them , thien:
fhe will quickly fhur thee out ofthe doores of hir fatioue
8 deny thechiriperfon, and fvew hir felfe as i weredta
window playing vpon thee,not with {mall fhot,butwith
acruelliton guesﬂfltf' will ving the fucltdpeale; thatione
wouléthinke the Denilbwere comefromiHell , fzsh ng,:
Imighe haue had thofe whichiwould 5and tﬁaiﬁwiﬁa_td:
me like a woman, whereas nowe I goelikenobode: But
I willbe maintained ifthouwere'rhanged:with futlrlike
werds.fhewillvex cheeyblubbering forehi abundanceof

diffembling teates (fur women dae teach:their ‘ciesen:

wécpe): forddebut tvoffe a wonsanatth Qijgﬁ'li?t‘bmﬁérf
folittle ~{hed:will firaight way. put fingetinthe eveand

cty,then'prefently mantafoolith man will Aaccer hirand

intreathir t6 belqriets burfthie mafres 3l I.-,{:;qﬁ't'he 'n’i@féé
fhe is intreated e will powerstoreh h’hef‘nmg: a}mﬂ 2
dance of deceitfiill:teaces j andthereforeno morerobe’

sitticd thenlo feea Goofe goebarefoate , for they haue -
tearcs dt:camiriaurkl, {0 hane theywordes ata'b:v'ﬂ"y , and:
oxthas atpleafurcyfor-they muakeasimiich accoum ofan:
oath; g5 aMarchantdoth whidhwill forfweire himfelfe:
forghc getting of a penny. Ineuer yetknew womanih at:
would:deny to fivear indefance of hinown honelty 8-
wayes flanding highly vpon ity alshough fhiebe afhamed-

to weatgitinwinter for catching of colde, nor.in fum-
. mer
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mer for heate fearing leaft it may melc away.

‘Many will fay this which I write is true, and yet they
cannotbeware ofthe Deuill vitill they are plagued with
hisDame ; thelittle Lambe skips andlepps till the Fox
come,butthen hequiuers and thakes: the Beare daunces
at the ftake till the Dogges be vpon his backe :'and fome
men neuct feare their inoney varill they comeinto the
handes of theeues 3 cuen fofome will never be warned
and thereforeis not to be pitticdifthey be harmed,what
arec women that makes thee fo greedily to gape after
them : Indeed, fome theirfaces are fairer and beautiful-
Jer then others, fome againe fand highly vppon their
finc foote and hand,or clfe all woinen are alike : Joneis as
good as my Lady accordingto the Countrey- mans Pro-
uerbe, who gaue a great fumme of moneytolye witha
Lady,and going homewardshee made a gricuous mone
for his moncy,and onebeing onthe other fide the hedge
heard him {ay tha: his /on> athome wasas goodas the
Lady. Butwherherthis betruc orno myfelfeldoenot
knowe, bu-vouhaueitas L heard jt. o

- I thoumarrieRawoman ofeuill repert, hir difcredit
will be a fpot in thy browe,thou canftnet goe inthe
ftrect with lvir withoutimocks | nor amongft thy neighe
bours without frumps , and cémonly the faireft women
are fooneftintifed to yeeld vato vanity: hee that hath a
faire wife and a whetftone euery one will be whettin
thereon,and a Caftle ishard te keepe whenitis affalred
by many, andfaire women arecommonly catched at, he
that marrieth a faire womai euery one will with his death
toinioy hir , and ifthou be neuerforich, andyetbut a
Clowneincondition , then will thy faire wife haue l‘;ir

‘ credit
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credit to pleafe hir fancy, for a Diamond hath not his
grace butin golde, no more hath afaircwoman hir full
commendations but in the ornament of hir brauery,
by which meanes there are diuers women whofe beauty
hath brought their husbandes into great pouerty and
difcredit by their pride and whoordome , afaire wowan
commonly will goe like a Peacocke , and hirhusband
muft goc like a Woodcocke. '

That great Giant Pamphimapho whohad Beares wait-
ing vpon him likeDogges, .and he could make tame any
wilde beaft yet awanton woman he could neuer rule nor
turne to his will. '

Salomon wasthe wifeft Prince that euer was,yet he luft-
ed after fo many women thatthey made him quickly for-
fake his God which did alwaics guide his fteppes,fo long
as heliued godly. s

And was not Dawid the beft beloued of God and 2
mighty Prince, yet for the loue of womenhe purchafed
thedifpleafure of his God. Sam/enwasthe ftrongeft man
that euer was, for euery lock of his head was theftrength
of another man, yet by a woman he was ouercome, he
reucaled his firength, and payed his life for that folly.
Did not Zefabeli for her wicked luft caufe her husbands

bloodtobe ginento doggs?
Iobs wifcggauc her husband counfaile to blafpheme

God and to curfe him. _ -
Agamemnons wife fora fmall iniury that hir husband
did her fhe firft commicted adultery,and afcerwards con-
fented to hisdeath. | : ,
 Alfo the wife of Hereules, (he gaueher husband 2 poy-
foned (hirt, which was no fooner onhisbacke, but did

fticke
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| | 1
ficke {o faft, thae when he wauld haue plucked it off it
the fleth with it. : | |
torff thco: wilt avoyd thefecuills thou muft with »iiffes
binde thy felfe tothe maft of the (hip as he did, or elfe it
would haue coft him hislife; for otherwile the Syrenian
women would haue intifed him into the Sea if he had

not fo done. | o
1tis wonderfull to fee the madd feates of women, for

(he will be now merry then againe fid; now laugh then
weepe, now fick then prefently whole ,all things which
Jike not them is naughe, and it it be never fo bad ifitlike
them it is excellent,againe itis death for awomanto be

denied the thing which they demaund: and yetthey will

difpife thinges giuenthem vnasked. .

{’Nbcn aiongun wantethany thing, {hec.- will flateer
and fpeake faire,not muchwnlike the flattering Butcher
who gently claweth the Oxe , when he intendeth to
knock him onthe head; butthe thing being once obtain-
ed and theirdefires gained,thenthey will begin o looke
bigge and anfwere fo ftately, and {peake fo fcornfully,
that one would imagine they would neuer fecke helpe
nor craue comfort atthy hands any more.But a woman
is compared vnto a thip, which being neuer fo well rig.
ed,yetone thingorotheristo be amended : euenfogive
awoman all that fhe can demaund to day, yet fhe will be
out of reparations to morrow and want one thing or c-
ther., -

Women are called night Crowes for thatcommenly
in the night they will make requeft for fuch toyes as
commeth in their heades inthe dav , for womenknowe
theirtime to worhe their craft, for in the night they will

C:2 worke
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worke aman like wax , and drawe him:like asthe Adas
mant doth the Iron , & hauing once brought himtothe
"bent of their bowe, then the makes requeft for agowne
of the new fathion ftuffe : or fora petticote of the fineft.
ftamell: or for ahat of the neweft fathion ; hir husband
being oucrcome byhir flactring fpeach & partly he yeil-
deth tohir requeft, although it be a griefe to him for.
that he canhardly fpare it outof hisftock, yet for quiet-
nefle fake he doth promife whatfhe demaundech,partly
becaufc he would{leepe quietly inhis bed : againe cue-
ry married manknowes this that. a woman will neuer be
quiet if hir minde befetvpon a thingtillthe hauveit..
"Now ifthou driue bir off with delayes, then hir.fore-
head will be fo full of frownes. as.if fhe threatned-to
make clubbs trump-, and thou neuera blackcarde inthy
hand: forexcepta woman haue what the will,fay whae:
fhelift,and goc wherefhee pleafe, otherwife thy houfe:
will be fo full of fmoke that thou canft.noeftayinie. =
- Iris faidehatan olde Dogand a hungey fleabyte fore,
butin myminde a froward woman byteth more forer;:
& ifthou goe aboutto mafter awoman inhope to bring;
hir to humility, there is no.way to makehir good with-
firipes exceptthou beatehit to death; for do what thou
wilt; yet a froward womaninhirfrantick mood wilt pull
haule, fiwerue, [cratch 8 teare allthat ftands inhir way.
What wilt thouthac I fay more oh thoupoore mar-
ried man, if women doc not fecle the raine yetheereis:
afhower comming -which will wet them totheskinnes,
awoman whichis faire infhowe is foule in-condition;
fhe is like vnto a glow-worme which is brighe in the.
hedge and blackinthchand; inthe grecneft graflelyeth
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hid the greateft Serpents : painted pottes commonly
holde deadly poyfon : and-in the cleareft water the vg-
liek Tode,and the faircft woman hath fome filthines in
hiro ‘ ' . - ' i L

All is not goldethae gliftereth,a finiling countinance
isno certainc teftimoniall of a merry heart, nor coftly
garments of a rich purfe : men doc not co‘mmcn.d a
Iudge for that he weareth askarlet gown butforhis iuft
dealing snomorcarewomen to be ¢fieemed of bythe
ornameat of theirbrauery , but fortheir goodbehaui-
our,yet there is no riuer fo cleare but there is fome dust
in the bottome ; Butmany amanin this Land wenceds
notgoeany further for examples, butheere wemay fee
many foolesin-cueryplacefnared in womens nets aftera
little familiarity andacquaintancewith them;, 1thinke
iftheywerenumbred thenumber would paffe infimite if
it werepofible,which fortheloue of wantonshaue loft
their voyagesat{ca vo their great hinderances, and ma- -
ny-other haue neuer regarded the farre diftance which
they haue beene fromtheir countrey- and friends, vnuill -
they had confumed their fubftance andthenbeing atha-
med to returnc home agaitie in fuch bad fort, 1 meane.
by weeping croffeand pennyles bench many of them ra-
ther choofe te-déferue Newgate and fo come to Ty-
burac,far contrary from the expe@ation-oftheir friends
and Parents, which hadotherwife prouided for them if
they bad had grace or wouldhauebeene ruled.

G3. CHAP. H..




14.-
CHAP. 1L -
The Second Chapter fheweih the manner of fuch
 Women as liue vpon cuill repore : Italfo fheweththat
the beauty of Women hath beene the bane of manya
“man, for it hath cuercome vahaunt and firong men, clo-

quent and fubtill men. Andinaword it hath ouerc ome
all men,as by examples following fhall sppeare,

2t {t that of Salomenvinto whom God gaue fin-
Zgular wit & wiledome, yet helouedfo many
&2 women that he quict forgot his God which
®alwaics did guide his fteppes , fo long as he
liued godlyand ruled luftly,but after he had
i glutted him felfe with women, then.hee couldfay,vanity
¥ of vanity allis but vanity : heealfo in many: places ofhis
| booke of Pronerbes: Exclaimes moft bitterly againft
lewde women calling them all that naugheis, and alfo
difplayeth their propertics,and yetI cannotlet men g?li
blamelefle although women goefhamelefle ;,.,but 1 \gx
touch them both, for if there were notreceiuers then
there would not be fo many ftealers : if there were nfot
fomeknaues there wouldnotbe fo many whoogcls or
they both hold together to boulfter each othersvil emy‘i
for alwaies birdes of a feather wﬂl flocke togetherhan
in hand to boulfter each others villany. |
Men I fay may liue wichout women, but womencan-
not liue withoutmen: For wenus whotebeaury was cln((-
cellent faire, yet when fhe needed mans helpe (he tooke

waleana clubtooted Smith. And therefore ifa womf:zz

LI
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faceglifter, and hir lefture pearcethe-marble wall; or if
hirtongue be {o finooth as oileor fo foft asfilke,andhir
wordes fofweete ashoney: orif fhewere a very Ape for
witt,orabagg of golde for wealth : or if hirpeefonage:
haue ftolne away all thactnature can affoord,and if the be
decktvp ingorgeous appacell, then a thoufmdito one
but the willloue to walke where fhemay getacquain-
tance,and acquaintance bringethfamiliarity, and fami-
liarity ferveth all follies abroch, and twenty ¢o one that
if a woman loue gadding but that fhe will paune hir ho-
nourtopleafchirfaatafiec. o

Man muft be atall the coft and yet ling by the lofle, a
man muft take all the paines and -women will fpend all
the gaines,a man muft watch and ward, fight and defed,
tillthe ground, l:bourinthe vineyard, and looke what
hee geteeh in feauen yeares, a woman will f; preadita-
broad wici.a forke in one yeare, and yet little enoughto
feruc hir tisne but a great dealeto little, to get hir good
will , nay if thou gine hirneuerfo much and yet ifthy
perfonage pleafe not hirhumour, then will 1 not giuca
halfe-penny for hir honeRy at theyeares end.

For then hirbreaft will bethe harbourer of an enui-
ous hearr,& hir hart thetorehoufeof poyfoned hatred,
bir head will deuife villany , and hir handes are ready to
gra&ifcthat which their heart defirerh 5 Then who can

ut fay that women fprung from the Deuil, whofe heads
hands& hearts,mindes & foules are cuill,for women are
called the hooke of all enill , becanfe men are taken by
them as fifh 1s taken wihe the hooke.

For women haue athoufand wayes to intife thee,and
ten thoufand waigs to decciucthee, and all fuch fooles

as
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as are fuctors vntothem, fome they keepe inhand with
promifes, and fome they feede with flactery, and fome
they delay with dalliances , and fome they pleafe with
kiffes : they lay out the foldes of their hare to entangle
men into theirloue, betwixttheirbreafts is the vale of
deftru&ion,& in theirbeds there is hell,orrow & repen-
tance. Eagles eate notmentillthey are dead but women
deuour them aliue, fora woman will pick thy pocket 8¢
emnpty thy purfr, langh in .thy face and cuttthy throa,
they are vngratefullperinred, full of frand, Routing and

deceit, vaconftane,wafpith toyifh light,fullen,proude,
difcurteousandcruell, and yet they were:byGod crea-
ted,and by nature formed, and therefore by pollicy and
wifedome to bee auoyded , for good thinges abufed
areto berefuled, or elfefor a monthes pleafurefhe may
hap to makethee goe ftark naked;(he will gine-thee roite
meat -but (he willbeate thee with the {pite, if thouhaft
crownes in thy purfe fhe will be thy heartes golde vntill
fhe leaye thee not a whit of white money , they arelike
fummer hirdes for they will abide no ftorme bur flocke a
boutthee inthe pride of thy.glory,and flyefrom thee in
the fiormes of affliGtion for ¢hey aimemore at thy welth
thenat thy perfon, and cfteein more thy money thena-
ny mans yertuous quallitics , for they cfteeme of a man
withoutmoney, as 2 horfe doth of a faire fable without
meate,they are like Eagles which will alwaies flic where
the carrion is. |
They will play the horfe-leach«o fuck away thy wealth,
but in the winter of thy mifery (he will flicaway from
thee. Not ynlike the Swatlow, which in the fummerhar-

beureth herfelfe vader the eucs of an oude, and againft
winter
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-winter fliech away leaning niothing butdie behind hiar.
" Salomos faithshe that!wil fuffer himfelfe tobe ledaway
~ortakedelight infuch womens cempany, islike afoole
whichreioyceth when bre istead to the ftockes..Pro. .
*_  Hefeabymarryingwitha lewde woman of light beha-
. utonrwasbrougheviito Tdobatry; Hofes 1. Saint Pasd ac-
counterh fornicators fo odieys, that we oughtnottocat
. meatewiththemy healfofhewethithat fornicators fhall
notinberite thekiagdume.of Heanen,1.Cor, the 9..and
ILeverfess vironbhedeo s o Ll
Apd:i’n- the ﬁm’c’ch-a.pter.Saint Paul excommunicateth
fom?toatégxs;:bm,»’ ypan amendment he receaueth them
againe. W hordomepumfhed with death, Destevornmise
.22. 21 aud Geagfisi8i2lpi Pbimibasa priclt theyfktwoiadul-
terers-both the man andwthe woman s‘_thmugb the bely
“With algeare; Numberdzg.. .- ., . . . .
- God deteftech the mony -or gaods gotten by whore-
dome, Leutcranomie23.17:13. Whores called by diucrs
names, and the properties of whores, Proserbes. 6. and

. e L,

- 2.A whore enuieth anhoneft woman, £/dras 15, and 42.

‘WhoremongersGod williudge, Hebrues 13- & 4.2 They
fhallhauetheir portions with the wicked in the lake that
burnethwith fire.and brimftone, Rewelation the 21. 8.
Onely forthe finne of whoredome God was {orry at
th heart, and repented that euer he made man, Genefis
+67. o ' " ’
- Saint Pasl faith, to anoid fornication cuery man may
take a wife,Corinthéiansthe 1.6.9. |
Therefore he which hath a wife of his 6wne and yet
goethtoanother woman, islikea rich theefe which wiil
ftealewhen he sath noneed. -

D  There
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- ‘THere ave thres wies tokrow & whores by her wanton
lookes, by herfpeach, and by her gave. Ecahfiaflicus 26.
8cinthe (ch chapter hefaith;that wemuft not giue our
firengthvneo harlots, for whores areshe cuil of all euils,
and the vanity of allvanities,theyweaken the firength of
aman and depriue the body of hisbeauty, it furroweth
hisbrowes and make the eyes dimme, and a whorifh
“woman caufeth the feauer andthe gout : andava word,
_theyarea greacfhostning toamanslife.. .
For although they feem to be o dainty as fweet meat,yet
intryallnotfo wholcfome as fowre fauce: they haue wit,
butitisall in craft; if they loue,it is vehement,but if they
“hateitisdeadly. - - - S

Plato faith that women are either Angells or Deuills,
and chat they eitherloue dearely or hate btttcﬂy,‘ for.a
. woman hath no meane in her loue, normercy i her
hate: no pitty in reuenge nor paticnce in her anger, ther-
foreitis faid, that theré is nothing in the world which
both pleafeth anddifpleafeth a man more thena woman,
fora woman moft delighteth a man and yet molt decea-
ucth him, for as there is noching more fweet varo aman
then a woman when fhe fmileth, cuen fothere isno-
thing more odious then the angry countenaunce Qf a
woman. , I .

Salomon inhis20. of Ecclefiafles faith, thatanangry wo-
man will fome at the mouth like a Bore: if allthis be crue
as moft crueit is, why fhouldeft thou fpend one hourein
the praife of women as fome fooles doe, for fome will
brag of the beauty of fuch amaid, another will vaunt of
the branery of fuch a woman, that fhe goeth beyond all
the womenin the parifh : againe, fome fudy their fine

wits

19

wits howthey méy:éunningly fwooth women, and wich
Logicke how to reafon with them, and with eloquence
to perfivade them, they are alwayes tempering their wits
as fidlersdo their firings, who wreft them fo high, that

many times they fkretcch them beyond time, tunc and

rcafon. ERE

- Againe,there are many that weary themfelues with
dallying,playing andfporting withwomen, and yetthey
are neucer {atiffied with the vafaciable defire of them; if
witha fong thou wouldeft be broughe afleepe; or witha
dance be lead to delighe, then a fayer woman is fit for
thy dyet:if thy head beinher lapthe will make thee be-
leeuethatthou archard by Godsfeat, when indeed thou
aitnftachellgace. - 0 o0 00
.. Theodora 2 monfirous'Strumpet on.atime made her
bragges to Soerates of the great haunt of lufty gallants
which cameto her houfe, and furthermore fhe told him
that{hecould ger away more of his fcholtersfrom him
then he could of hersfromber. I
i No meruaile (‘quoth Sacrates ) for thy waies feeme
pleafanti8 cafie,and that is the way youth loues to walke
in, but the way that leadeth to a vertuous life feemeth
full of brambles andbryers,and to match with this there
is an hiftory that makes mention of three notable Cur-
tizanes, whofe names were Lawia, Flora, and Layes: Lauia
and Layes were homo, common to all men, they would
play at fmall gamerather then fit out, thefethree Strum-
pets during their life time,were the beautifulleft & rich-
cftofthactrade inthe world, andhad three feuerall guifts

whereby they allured their louers to feeke their fauours.
The EngineWherewith Lawis entrapped her louers,

2 procecded

i
i
|
|
|
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proceeded from her eyesyfor by herfnviling cdfitenance
andwanton lookes the-greatly inflamed -altthat beheld -
her. And. Florawan herlouers by herexcellent witcand .
cloquent tongue. And Layes enticed her louers by her
fiveete finging and pleafant fingeringof [uftruments of
muficke. o . g
‘Butnow againe to Lausa, King Demetrins gaue buca
glaunce ofhiseyes (odainly vponhet and was takenpre-
fently with hernet and {pent cleuen talents of filuer vp-
onher which he had prouided and appointed to pay his -
foldiours; and furchermore he qaite forfooke his owne
wife and: neuer lefi the company of this Stenmpet vatill:
death tooks lierfrom hiim, & afterflre was dead hie- made:
reat moanc for her death, he alfokiffed and cqxbrgccd‘,
l%,e r,and caufedher tobe buriéd vnder l}is windovgc ,that
fo often as hedid fee her grauehe might bewaile. her:
death.. oL e
- LayslikewifehadaKing whofe name was ‘P:rrl:'us which
was her chiefefriend, bur yethefgrued butasivwere toe
a-.cloke, for he continued nor very long- with: her'in-
Greece, but wenthimiclfc to the warres mltal){,-butm
his ablerice fhe was notonelyfoughtro, butobrained of
many, and {ec downe her'pricethat beforefhe:would do
her worke e would haue hermony.. S
Now to Flora, {hewvas a Kings daughter;her pareats
died when{he was of the.age of fifreenc yeares, and(he
was left as rich as beautifull, he hadehe bridle ot liberry
chrowne on her necke; fo that fhemight runne whether
fhe would, for (he was left without f:ontrmtlmcn@,.{o
that fodainely fhe determined to trauaile & fee the wars

of Atrica, where fhe made fale both of her perfonage.
QﬁdhOﬂO}ll‘. ' King

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Folger Shakespeare Library

20 ¢

- King Menclans wasthe firfithacmadeloye vatoher, as
hewas marchingtothe warres of Carthage and fpeat
more mony vpon her then in conquering his enemies.

. Butasfhewas of noblerace, foitisfaid thatthe neuer
gaue her felfe ouer to meane or, petty company as the
other two did, but the had a feroule fet ouer her gate,
the tennor whereof wasthus, King, Prince, Emperour
or Bifhop: enter this place and welcome, neither was
this Flora fo greedy of gold as the other two were, for
onatime onc of her familier friends asked her the caufe
why itie did not make price of herloue 7 (he.made this
anfwere, I commit mybodytononebut toPrinces and
Noblemen, and I fweare there wasneuer man gaue me
folirtle burthac I had more cthen Iwould haue asked or
that I looked for, and furthermore the faid, thata noble
woman oughtnot to make.price of her loue ; all things

“areata certaine rate except Loue, andthat awoman of

great beauty fhould be fo much :efteemed of as fhe
sffeemes of her felfe. She died at the age of forty yeares,
and thewealch (heleft behindeherin Rome was valued
tobe {o much as would have builded new walles round
about the Cityif therehadbeeneno walles atall.

. "MV as, not:thatnoble cityof Troyficked and fpoyled
forthefaire Hellena, & when it had coft many mensliues
and much blood was {hed, and when they had got the
conqueft they gotbuta harlot : by this & that which fol-

Joweth, thoufhalt feethe power of women how ithath
‘beencfo great, and more preuailed in bewitching mens

witts and inouercomming, their fences, then allother

thinges whatfoeucr. It hath not onely vanquifhed Kings

& Keifars, butit hathalfo fupprifed caftles & countries,
D3 nay
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nay Whatisit Mat 2 Foman cannot daé, which knowes
et power? T o -
ba’fphcr'e?fdrc ftay not aloneinthe company ofa woman
trufting to thy owne chaftity,except thoube more ftron.
ger then Sampfos, mote wifet then Salaman, or more holy
chen Pawid, for thele and many more haue beenc ouer-
come bythefweete intifemeénts of women, s thou thale
d hereafter. - L ) . -
rcalt.is (2id chat thé Gods themfelues did change theit
{haples, for theloue of fuch wainién asthey lufted afeer,
Iupiter e transformed himfelfe intoa Bull, Neptume into
Horfe,and MercuryintoaGoate, | »
: Ariftippus defired fweete meatsfo,rbgs-bclly,md afaire
w%?a:?n‘gyminddhtéftb’at-laymhi's netto catcha faire
woman, he thay charicerofall ii_;;bthfe*fpgtfxdgc Wh“ﬁ!:
was faide fot a woodcocke , therefore 1 doéadmmﬁk
young men, and Taduife olde min,and I counfell ﬁm‘-}? -
‘mén, and I warneall ‘men,’that theyflietroma wicke -
wornan as from the peftilence; or elfe chey wil makethee
fyeintheend. o
" Arifforle for keeping company witha queane in Jg{:g:s
‘was faineto runne away to faue himfelfe from punifh-
men,and yeche had dwele there,and wrote many books
he fpaceof thirty yeares. . | |
fo;:glainpo f Samp/&n'&)c, Zkrcules for all their grca::&rcngtb
and conqueft of Giaats and monfters, yct the one yc;!_.
ded his club at Diawerasfoote, am_l‘tlfc o‘thcr.rcucalcd his
ftrength to Dalyla,and he paide hislifeforhis folly. ;
“The fugred and renowned Orators {Jechﬂkcfte’.}’ ;20
‘ : . b A+ T . ryin .
*Hortentivs the one cam? fwm Athens vito ¢ gruzl po:l «
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many,to his great infamy and difgrace.

. 3
campouad and agree with Leyes acomman {trumpet as
%lou heard before of her, and yet he had but ene nights
lodging with her. Andtheother wasfo farr inloue with
anotherbird of thé fame cage,the which he could not
obraine,nor yet could heconguer bis affeGion,vntill he
had quite pined himfelfe away,fo thatinfhort time he
had watted himfelfeto nothing, |
. Platofor all his great Philofophy and knowledge, yet
hekept company, with Arebewaffe when fhe wasglde and
farfaken of all her louers, for the had given herfelfctoa
number inher youth ,yet neuestheles Plsrefo loued her,
that he wrote many verfesincommendation ofher.
Alfo of Sacrases far:his grauity and wifedome is re-
nowned throughoue al] theworld , yethe moft dearely
loued 4/pafy an olde and ouerworne firumpet. .
Loue ftayedKing Amtiochusin Caleidea awhole wintgr,
joronemaidethathefanciedthere, to his great hinde-
‘Loue ftayed King Hanwibal it Capua a long feafon lay-
ing allother his neceffary affairgs afide, the which was
nofmall hinderanceto him, forinthe ineane while his -
nimiecs invaded a great pare of his Countrey, =~
Likewile Julias Geafar be continued in alexandvis a
long {eafon not for theloue of one , bue he lufked after

. Thatgreat Captain Holefermes, whofe ﬁgb; m aglé;ﬁm,

nythoufandsto quake, yeche lofthislife and was flaine
by awoman, - |

Was not Herodslone fo greatro 2 woman that he cau-

fed 10hn Bapt1fi vo loofe bis head for her fake?

Wherefore to avoide the fight, many times is the beft
| rafor
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Early Engl

tafor, ¢6 cutoftlie ockafion sfeticaiillwhichéominvéth

By women ; For Had not Holsfernes {ée‘h"e??‘t}ié:b"eg\;it‘{-‘a’f
Tudeth, and maﬂsc'd the finenes Of‘hct‘foote 3 hechad not
loft hiistiead by her: If Herad hadnotfeén 'Heroz{%‘a;; daiigh-
ter daunce, he hadnde (oralhly'grau pi‘;g{i hiér Sa}iﬁt’l{ﬁq
Baptiftticad : Had not Ewafecnethe Apple aiid alfo fhice
wastempted with the beauty ofittie Sjetpent.fr_vyhg» a's,_‘ptir
§choolé-men dothi‘write, that he ﬂ"nc'QVefl hm;fylﬁ‘. %{kc 3
faire youdg“-xﬁan , buthad notfhe feene 1‘;’;1 fay 3 ,‘.HS iﬁfg
not edten therof to herowné griefe-and many »‘u'xé.t‘:bi’BX
fighiv;the wife of Pirjphar was moued tolul afeci her fér-
uantZofeph Itis faide'of Simerrymies Of B{z‘?zlm?' Fha’t g&_er
her husbands death, he waxed {0 vafuiable in'cathall
Lift, that two menatonétimeé codldnot fatichieher de-
{ire,and fo by her m’fafti:blen_effc:at lengthall p,,/,}“,g e
full of whoores. SR e TR
- nd likewife of one Perifca frumpar ir Tiphs it i fupe

pofed that by her fame and ill hfc,caufcd 31]@,8,,{"* |

-

Jensth tobe full of queanes.

. ‘And of onefairc:Rodap in Egjps who wasthe firft no-

ted woman in that C_ou_?geysburat length aliche whole
intrey becamefull of Stramhgers. . 7 Tl
c Qig.;cc&c ﬁriﬁg,c"th‘.;at"theﬁ;‘&t}of he ’»t"l’:’gq,"fheglgl
breedcfuchwoevivoallmea,-~ -+ = -~ °
One faide vnto his friend icome let vs,gocfgc-a-pr;etty
wench, the othermade this gh(werf, 1 B\auc(fatﬂ -hc}{ha:-
ken fuch fetters from'my heelés ; and T will neuer goe
where 1 knowe [ (hall repent af;crwa,rds,b.q; yet happlly
fome may {ayvnto me: iftthou (houldeft refp(’c the ‘lcdc?}n_-
pany or the curtefie of 2 woman, then fhe wouldac-

counttheea foft fpititedfoole;a milk-fopy8¢a meacock,

But
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s algn fod dfohlegw lachnd sarerags rdaisbit
shignabibd ot nciifie; oluctemzmane theit frurmps,
sHeathine ovvneweldred doft thounbiknowe that wo-
men! alwaics Grineagainfiasifedome; aldholighntar
timcsitiberbgbeinvrreg valeodisbwed, ko shie Beerwhi
is-Otonlhiwesowitiy binowne Eoneyy even! f women:are
ofteniplagied wich their dwne vonceit, wayingdowne
loue with difeurtcfie;givioghimaweed;which prefents
them. with flowdns siasitheinEdsching! itviefty and daeir
kgepingdntearivefh, and yettheithinks thauthekeepesher
fclfe blameleffe! and in all 1lkvices the wonld goermmes.
lefle,, bucdt the: cdrty dtneuer o cleane, yerititheend
{bewillbeaccounted bustor 3 :qunnysaatching quean),
andyex thesvillfneard shas he'will thrnre;asidng ay dhie
sanfends oneitaanalivgg fop Thi:thinkes 'var doewlliher
knaperyinuifible, (he will harie a figg eafetodoner bree
{fhame,but when the figleafieis doy and witherediitdoth
{howethcirnakednefle tathieworld, for tokedivay their
painted cloathes;and thenthéy laokelikerdggedmatisy
take away their ruffes and they looke ruggédly., their
coyfesand flomachers and-they. ate fimplé to beholde:
their haire votruftand'they looke wildely,-arid yetshera
arc wany which laics dieir netts tocatch 4 pretiy wod
man, but hé whichgetteshfuchaprize gaines nathing
by his adueunture, but fhametothe body -ard dangertd
the foule, forthe heatof theyoungblood of thefe. wan-

tosis, leades many vato deftru&ionfor dlfis worldsplea-

fure..; Ttchauvats yous mihdics; ded infecbleth yourbos
dyes with difeaf¢s, it alfoifeandalleth your gbod hames;

3:1: moft ofallit indangereth yourfonles show cadit o+ |

therwils choofe, when uft and yndeaneflecansinnally

“no Lt E keepes
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Yicepes themt company, ghntonirandfloth ferirech chem
; a::lgc table, prideand vaide glorpapparelieth them,but
thefe feruants will wax weary oftheir feruice, and in the
end they (hall haueind. other feruantes: to attend them,
but! oncly fhamk, grieferand repentance 3.but then, oh
then (you willfay) when itis too late; Oh wouldto God
that we had becnemore carefu!l of true glorious mode-
fty, andleflc cunning to keepe wantonscompany : Oh
therefore remember:and thinkebeforehand ythateuery
fwveete hath his fower 3 then buy not with a drop ofho-
ney a gallan of gall, doc.not thinke that this worlds plea-

fure will paffe away with a trifie and that no fooncr done -
but prefently forgotten ; No,no;anfwer your felues that -

the punithmencremaineth cternally, and therefore bet-
ter it were, to be an addle egg then an-euill bird. Forwe
are not borne for our felues to. live in pleafure, butto

take paines and o lacour forthegood of our Countrey,

yet {o delightfull is our prefentfweemes , that wencuer
remember the following fower, for youth are toto eafie

woone and ouercoime withithe worldsvanities : Oh too
foone (1 fay) is youth in the bloffomes deuoured with -
the caterpillars of fouleluft and lafcinious defires, the-

black Feind of Hell by hisinticing {weete finne ofluft
drawes many young witts to confufion , for intimeit

drawes the hart blood of your goodnames. 8cshat being -

once loftis neuer gotten againe. . -
Againe, Luft ‘caufethyou to. doe fuch foule deedes,

which makes your foreheads for ever afterwards feeme

fpotted with blacke(hame and-cuerlafting infamy, by

which meanes your graues after death-are clofed vp with

times fcandall.- And yet women are ealily wooc;i and
| | oone
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foonewon, got withanapple andloft-withitlieparing,
young witts are foone corrupted, womens brightbeau-
ties breedes curious thoughtes, and goldenguiftes ea-
fily ouercomewantons defires, with changing modefty
into paftimes of vanity,andbeingonce delighted chere-:
in,continues inthe fame without repentance: you are.
only the peoples wonder, and misfortunes banding ball
toftvp and downethe world with woevpponwoae, yea
ten thoufand woeswilbbe galloping hard atyourheeles
and purfue youwherefoeuer yougoe, forthofe of ill res
portcannot ftay longin one place,but romeand wander
about the world and yet euer vnfortunate, profpering in
nothing;forfaken and caft out from ali cinill companies,
ftill infeare leaft auchority with thefword of luftice bar
them ofliberty: Loethusyourlives are difpifed walking:
like-night Owles in mifery,and no comtertfhall be your
fricnd but onely repentance comin%-:o latgand ouer-
dearebought : A ;pénnanceand punifhmerit;duecoall’
fuchhated creatures as thefeare, - i . .0

Therefore belecueall you vamarried wantons, and in
belecuing gricue, that you-haue thus valuckily made
your {elues neither maidens, widowes, nor wites, but

-morevile then filthy channell dure fie to be fivept out of
‘theheart and {uburbes of your Countrey , oh then fif-
fer notthis worldes pleafure to take from you the good

thoughtes of anhoneft life : But. downe downe vppon
yourkneesyou earthly Serpents , and wafth away your

‘black finne witiythe criftali reares of true forrow and re<

pentance, fo that whenyou wander from thisinticing

‘world,youwmay be wathed and cleanfed from this foule

E 2 ‘Loe
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- Loethnsiriremérletofminde mytanpuehath vitesed:
to. the: waptons of the world the aboundance of my-
heartes griefe, which I haue perceived by the vifeemely:
behaviour of vaconftanthoth men.and women, yet mern
forthe moft part.are touched but with.one faulr; which
is drinking too-much, but itisfaid of woinen thavthey
hauetwofaulces,thatis,they canneither {ay well nor yet
dQc Wﬂ“. A S YRR T BT

-.Eorcommonly women: are thdimoftpartof the fore-
noohe painting themlelues and frizling theirhaires, and
pryiogintheir glafle. like Apes to pranck vp themfelues
in theirgaudies;-like Poppets, orlike the Spider which
weaugsa fine wgb o hang the flic; amonglt women fhe
waccounted A flur whieligacth novin:lier filkes, theres
foreif thou wiltpleafethy Lady thoumuft like and loye s
fue and ferue, and infpending thou mult lay onload,for
they mufk haue ynaintainance how-foguer they getiry by
hooke orbycrodke, autof fudasbag or th cDauil.ESchJ-
getlzi thou muft fpare neither lands nor living, 'mony hor
g(;)"-;"'.' S '

B . a e 3 L . ‘ oL P
- For women will accoynt theea. pinch-penny if thow

A s, g

Y

be norprodigall, and 3 daftard if chou. beaatventrous,

tor they account nanevaliantexcepe they be defperates

if filear; afot, if full of words, a foolc,liuaging-.all to be

Clownes which bengt Courtiers. [f thiou be cleanelyin
thine apparrell.thev wilktermgthee prosid,if:me:nein
apparrellaflovia, if tall, glunges,ifhort, ad warfe, for
they haueripe wittes andready, tonges,andifthey et an

inch they willclaime anelle; the willcall'theeaboutthe:

necke with onc hand, burthe otherfhalibe dining into
thy pocket,and if thoutake her with the.maaner,then it

was.

e — e p—
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wvas bue.invieft, burmany tirhes they-take in'ich ¢ and if
they benotfpicd) keepe itin eatneft, but.if thy pockets
groweempty,and thy reuenues will not hold ouglor ger
tojmaintaine herpompe.and bravery, then the prefently
Jeauestomake much of thy petfon, and will not fticketo
fay vntothee, that fhe could haue beftowed her loueon
fuch aone-as would haue maintained herlike awoman,
fobythele.means they weaue the web aftheir-own woe,

ind fpinne the thred:of their owne thraldpme;if they
lacke they will lacke a the laft, for they will.cut it ontdf
the whole.cloathfolong as the peece willliold.oyt, *
_ Isnotthe Bechiued for hishony, thefhdepe fheared
for his fligce, the oxe necke wrought for hjs_maifters
profite, the fowle plucked fox her feathers, thetcee graf-
tedtobringfoorth fruic, and the earth Jaboured tobring
foorth Gorne: but what labour:or coft thou beftoweit
prawoman is all caft-away, for fhewill yeelde thee no
proficeatall for when'thouhat done all,and giventhem
allchax they can demaund, yer thoudhals be as well re-
warded as thofe, men were whome Efop hired for three
halfe pence a dayto.hearchim.recitc his fables. Thele
things being wifely confidered, then whar a foole are
thontoblinde thy felfein their boldbehatiour, andbow
atthicirbeckes, and come at their calls, and felt thy lands
tomake them {wimme intheirfilkes,and izt in theiriew-
ells, making 7/ aGentlewoman, infomuch thag fhe ca-
rethnotapenny for the fineft, nor afigpe for thepropd-
clt, fheisas good as thebeft although “fhe haue no more
honefty then barelyto ferue her owne tarne, {ufforing
euery mansfingersas deepe in the difh as thine are in the
platter, and cucry man to angle where thou cafteft thy
. Ej | hooke,
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hooke, holding vpto all that come, not much vnlikes

~ Barbers chaire, that fo fooneas one knaue is out another

is in,a common hackney for cuery one thac willride, &
boat for euery one torowe in: now ifthy wealth doebe-
gintofaile,then fhe biddeth thee farewell, & giveth thee
theadsesin the deuills name,not much vnlikethe knauith
porters in Breffow, who will crie,a new maitteranew,and
hang vp the old: if the matterbe fo plaine then confider
this, that the houfe¢ where fuch aone keepeth herrefi-
dence is more odious with flander then carrion doth in-
feét the ayre with ftinke, letthem flatcer how they will
thereis no loue inthem,but from the teeth outward. I
blaze their propertiesthe plainer 8¢ ginethee the firong-
er reafons, becaufe I would haue thee loath the alluring
traines of fuch deceitfull & lafcivious wemen, although
(he make great proteftations of loue, and cherto'bindeth
her felfe with moftdamnable oathes,then beleeue her
left of all, for there is no more hold in her oathés #ivt'in
herloue thenis certainly of afaire day in Aprilt alchough
itlookneuer fo cleere, yet it may turneto afowle. L haue
feene a Courtizan thus piGured out? |
Firft afaire young manblind, and inhisarmes dbeaus
tifull woman with one handin his pocket, thewingher
theft,and aknife in the otherhandto cut hischroat.
Now peraduenture thou maift fay vato that thou doft

notknow one woman from another withoutfome triall,

becaufeall women are in fhape alike, forthe fowre crab
is like the fweet pippin : true it is, fo the Rauen is abird,
andthe Swan isbut a bird, euen fo manywomenare in
fhape Angells,butin quallities Deuills, painted coffins
with rotten bones: the Eftridge carricth faire felth;rs

but

31

but ranck fic(h:the hearb Molia carrieth 4 fower as white
asfnowe,buraroote asblackasinke. © =

. Although women are beantifull, thewing pitty, yet
their heartes are blacke, fwelling with mifchiefe, not
much valike vnto old trees, whofe outward leaues are
faire and greene and yetthe bady rotten : if thou haunt
their houfesthou wiltbe enamoured and if thou doe but
hearken to thefe Syremsthou wiltbe inchanted, for they
willallurethee with amorous glances ot luft, and yet kiil
thee with bitcer lookes of hate : they haue dymples. in
theirchecks to deceiué thee, 8 wrinckles in their browes
tobetray thee: they haueeies to intice, fimiles to fatter,
imbracements to prouoke, beckes torecall, lippesto in-
chant,kifes to enflame, and tearesto excufe themfelues.
- ifGodhadnot made themonly to be a plagueto men,
he would neuer hauecalled them neceflary cuills, and
whatarethey better? for what dothey either get or gain,
faueor keepe ? nay they doe rather fpend and confume

allthat which man painefully getteth : 2 man mufibe at

allthe coftandyetliue by the loffe. -

Itis very eaficfor him which neuer experienced him-
fclfc inthacvaine pleafure,or repentingpleafure,choofe
you-whether, I meanethe accompanying of lewde wo-

men, but fuch asare exercifed and experimented in’that

kinde of drudgery:they Ifay hauca continuall defire,and
temptation isready ar hand, thercfore take heedeat the
firfl, fuffer not thy felfe to be led away into luftfull tolly,

foritis more cafic fora young man or maidto forbeare

earnallaCt then itis fora widdow,and yetmoreeafie for
awiddow then for herthat is marricd and hath her huf-
l?and wanting,thentakeheede atthe firft, for there is no-

thing
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i nething goteefi bywomenButrepentambei i 1o 11 fofome women Will notbe.wonne. with fesued yarm
B For women are like (hcf;lsa»)!; téee Whl’tmscﬁﬂ"gtegné louing, and fome againe will offend ‘with an houre ﬂ‘tj;
| but yithout fruit, or like the viprefitable thorne wh}ch berty. - | DI SRt
i bearcth astrim a blofome astheapple, this isnothing? _Thereforeif thou ftudy a thoufand yeares thou fhg
i but to tell thee thatthoumuft notiudge of gold by thet finde 3. woman nothing elfe but a contrary vato this
) colouir; nor of womens quallities by theirfaces)tiorby! nay,ifthou continue with her abundrethyeares yerth on
| their fpeaches, for they haue delicate tongues whith’ fhale findein hernew fancies and contrary forges of be-
will rauifh and cickle the itching eares of giddy headgd; ‘ ,lu,u.xomj,thc(cfo,rlc ifall the world wesepancr, and s ‘
youngmen, {0 faolifh, that they thinke themiclues bap- fea inke, andallthe trees and plants ywer pens, and eusy
py if they can bur'kifle the dafiewheredn their loue dothy maninthe world werca Writer, yct were they not able |
tread,who if (he frowne then hé'dc(ccndsiparc{e.ntlymcof ‘with all their fabour and canning ta fer do wne all. the
| hell, But if fhe {mile then ishe carried with winges vp - ‘?’:‘.‘%E“.Y'ﬁcc.“,‘s~9f WOMEN, .\ - e -:
fl into heauen, there is an old faying that whcnaidoggci Nowtgnc thinkss heare fome of you fay thatyonng
) wagges his taile helones his maifter.. . - =11 £ 5 wicsace {one corzpted,and thar womens bright beain
o Some thinke that if 2 woman (mile on themfheis'pre- tybreedeth curiousthopghtsin men, alfo golden guiffs EE
{ently ouer headand eares inloue, onemuft wearcher ﬁ‘?ﬁ‘fy:"-‘?’tfcrg’-»‘?‘;@ﬁ.‘,'l,w,@!‘FOD;.W:O,QC- _4355._6%5 a0 dxhp id :
glouc,another her garter,another her coulers df de'hg.bg... 2y, makesthenibg comé Venasdarlings, quitech anging é
and another fhall {pend andlive vponthe 'fp.o‘xlc.whtxcsl Ql;lﬁam(cf ofmo ¢ e?‘.:"-"':’f.,-’ﬁ‘fa&g ions of Vanity, phereia
fhe-getteth fram allthe reft, then if thou wile ginethy ~ once delighted they continuc-in the fame withaur, e :
bodytothe Chirurgian and thy fouletotne D‘c‘udl’,(’ﬂ_@ ‘ pentanceor f_or_rqu s Butout 3135),0“ 1“,@?,%“%99,5, Dames :
women are fit for thy diet. Many creatures of euery-kinde thefe leude conditions of yours, will-fpecdily bring all :
refemble women in conditions, for fome horfe anvn- | yourioyesto forrow.. .\, B s E
skilfull rider can hardly difordcr;andfmmc.;g;‘zmely'dbf-j . Py |
pight of thebeft rider [:.:h‘ag:-.isi iw{?lthaé:c—ta1;@‘;?\{;::&:_‘:;(::; - CHAP, lﬂ,i R ,
fomeHauke although he'bé ill {erued yet' will lir quitt, T i e et 5‘
and (ome if neuer fg well ferued yet will continqglly ﬁtc Tb‘;‘.b!{ d Cbaptcrfhcwclha femdyﬁagain& ]o‘q{c'
atchecke:againe; fome houndsby no m'c'a'nef:wdl for- A - ;u‘: :’:.‘:g’ :“fOSS"“gF;to,‘bc to hafly in choife of awife, " .
fake theit vndertaken game, and fomeagaine indefpite  choofe awife i a'%:;“ ‘W(‘i’; ooy }"1,‘9‘? howeto . ;
of the huntfman will continuatly runae acrandome : and - cwous, andhoneliwomen, o Bood e ‘s
fome men will fteale if their hands werebound behinde | | e o ;
them, and fome againe wil rather ficruc then &calc,eucr: | | - ~ BE :
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¥OR 1. notto hafty tomirry; for doubeleaft thou notmore illufionsto gett meninvohisdee, thenvwomen:
!» i ‘marry in haft, and repent by leafure ; For haue deuijfes & inuentions to:allire meninta theirlotey
N R there are many troubles which comgth gal- andz_ ifthou ft.lffcr[thy felfe onceto b‘eflgadimg foqle.s;pa';;‘
! 3 o W26 oping at the heeles ofa woman ,w‘hxch mi- | E,gdlcc,(ﬁhat isto fay) the beibor clofet whereina womari ,
i YA, ny young men before-hand doe not'-tl‘nn_k‘c | is, (then] fay) thou;art.likca bird fnared inalime-bufh, :
: of. theworld isnotall made of otemeale, nor.an isnot which the morefhe ftriucth thefatter:the is. It is vapoffi- :
y | o,l de chac glifters , nora {miling countenance 15 1o cet: blctofallamongft ﬁo.ncs and notto behurt, oramongft f
%ﬁinc teftimoniall of a metry heart - northeway o h??;‘ thorncs and not bepricke;, of amongf netdlesandnot be
iten is not firewed with rufhes; no moreis the CF?QICS > ftung, 2 man cannot carry fire in his bofome and not Et
e2(c in 2 womans lapp , ifthou wer't aferuant or In bon- burnc his cloathing, no morecanamanliveinloue but_
‘ :13 ¢ b fdrc et -when thou matrieft, thy toilcis neuet | itis a life as wearifomeas hell, and hee that marriecha :
| ;ge ; end c% but cuen then &notbefore, thou chan- wife matcheth himfelfe ynto many troubles. If ¢hourivie: ¢
E t ‘.3‘?“‘1 oglden life which thot dideftlead before,inre- rieft a fill and -2 quicrwoman.; thar will feemie to thyew: i
4 g.‘& 6{ )f"‘-?hb'mht cied. fora ﬁ'Ji"OP?"‘bT hdﬁﬁ.}' which quickly that thouridet but an amblirig horfe tb hrell;butiif ivith: ;
fp - °h. to be as bit’téf 15 worm-wood 3 And ;llerefqrc one that is froward and vnquiet, then thouwertas gpod’
' }ur —qe{, ttet it were to hauetwo plowesgoing thenone ride a rrotting horfe tothe deuil s herein I wilknot be kg
;,f , %F‘:;lzs 4 better 4»b§r{f¢'ﬁllécfthéﬁ’é’bg  therefore cut owne caruer, butlreferreyointo theindgement ofthafe: 3
| f?’tﬁ ‘g’:eca fion which may any way bridg thee into * which hauefeenc the troubles andfele the torments; for! ;
,F ?601“ e "Then firlk and 3 boucall fhun Idlenes, - nonearebetter able to iudge of womeris qualitics, then
e le e is the beginter and Aaintainer of‘louc,t!mcref thofe which haue them; none feeles the hardnes of the’
: or e ‘?9;1 kv {Elfe- dbout faume affaires, or occupied a- Flincbuthe that firikes it none knowes where the(hboe: :
: fore 3{?? / b ?ﬁncﬂ‘c for fo long asthiy minde of thybo- | pincheth but hethat weares it. Itis faid that -a mau thold' ‘
bout o nlwb<;m' the iouc of awoman is not rcmcmb.rcd cat abufthel of Salte with one which he meanes to make :
dy is 13 2 er thought'vpon-, butifthou {pend thy time his freind, before he put any great confidence or traft :
o luft net & wo%ncn thou art like varo him which inhim 3 And if thon be folongin choofing afreind, in. '5:’
“}lady ;Fagtr;)gthjc Bee, who may fooner feele ofher fting my minde thouhadft need to eate two bufbels of Salte
playct & ‘ Fher f,oné‘y' ‘he that toticheth pitch may be with a woman before thou make her thy wife; other- 5?
~ then tg ﬁo ‘with ‘Rofes vnaduifedly gathered prickles wife, before thou haft eaten one bufhell wich her, thou i
g&?&ngteg%ccs :;nggntly handled ftinges our faces,and fhalttafte of tenne quarters ot forowe, & for eu ery dram T
J

yettheoneis pleafant and the other is profitable, and if

thou be in company of women, the Deuill himfelfe h::)l;

of pleafure an ounceof paine, andfor euery pinte of ho-
ney a gallon of gall, and for euery ynche of mirth anell

2 of mone.
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of-mene: In thebegimbrigawbmmns fone feedieth de
Lightfull,bucendech widideftruttion, therefore he that
trufteth to theloueofa wornan thall be as furé as he'thar:
hangeth bytheltafecfatredinthdlater érd of Summer,
and yet there isagreat differenice beowixs the &an’ﬂi‘ngs
pooleandthe running ffreamé,alth?ug§¥‘¥hé)ﬁ'gt§ib§i¢gi:
waters. . . . i TE Ut oo R A R
. ‘Lherefore oftwo enillschoofe ?:lie,lbaﬁ'afnam@;aghc‘:
greatefl, butdimymeaning is not heere tq:adqifc thée to?__
choofethelealt woman, for:the litrle women:are asvie'
happy as the greateft, forthough their ftaturesbelirtle:
yattheitlbedriosare big, thenfpeakefaire to a'!'l;b‘u't truft
none,; ang:fay Wity Disgenes it isvooifoone for aiyoung:
manptemacryand toblatgforold men.Oneasked 4 Phi-
lofppharmhatthc life of amarrted man was; heanfwe-:
l‘?ﬂ’s-jﬂ%ﬁy;md wwhae Eisshis?fcliciz xmifery, for he il
lingesginhopeofafurchenioy;andwliais his end and
hﬁaﬁi“ﬂ‘?fﬂ“’:d?ﬁifc@;: L LRI RT S U & S 7;5;; SRS PR AN
.i-Fhereare fixc kindesof women whichth oufhouldeft’
take heede that thou.mateh not thy felfeto any one of
them, that is tofay, goad norbad;faite:nor:foule, rich:
nar, poore,. for.if thou marrieft-one that’ is{g‘o'éxd thow
maift.quickly fpill henwith too imuch:making ofher, for
when prouender pricks. a woman then fhc will growe
knaui(h: and if bad, then thou muft fupportherinallher
bad a&ions,and that-will be {6 wearifome vato thee thae
thou hadftas good drawe water continually co fillabot-
tomlefle tub: if fhe be faire thenthoumuft doenothing
elfebut watch her: and if the be foule andloathfomwho

can abide her:if (he be rich then thou muft forbeare:
her becaufe of her wealth: andif fhe be poorethen th,oa |
| ,, muft:

3
muft maintainehers . . oo o te sl
- Forif awoman be neuer farich indowry, happy by
hergood name,beautifyl of body,fober of countenance,
eloquent: in:fpeach, and adorned with:vertue; yet they

“haue oneill quallity or other which onerthroweth alkthe

other, like :viito that Cow which giueth great ftore of
milke and prefentlyfiriketh it down with her foore, fuch
a cow is as much ¥o be blamed for the lofle as to be com.-
mended for the girift, or likeas when meritalke.of fuch a
‘than or fuchaman, he is anexcellent good wortkeman,
orheisagood Chirurgian, ora good Phifition, or heis
aprecty. fellogve of his bands, but: ifthey conclude with
this word, butit is-picy he hath one faulr, which com-
shonly in {omemen js drunkennefle;chenl fay, if he were
endued with all the former quallities, yet they cannot
gaine hitn fo much creditto counterpoifethe difcredite
thitcommeth therebys. - . 00 0

- JtisTaidof men thatthey hauethat one faulr, but of
women it is faid that they haue two faultes,thac is ro fay,
they'canncither fay well nor doe well : thereisa faying
thacgoeth thus,thatthings farre fetcht gnd deare bougjit
areof vs moft dearcly beloued, the like may be faul of

‘women, although many of them are not farre fétched

yet they are deare boughe, yea and fo deare, that many a
man curferh his hard penniworths and bannes his owne
heart, for the pleafure of .the faireft woman in the world
lafteth but 2 honny moone,that is,while a man hath glut-
ted his affeCtions and reaped the firft fruit, hispleafure
being paft forrowe and repentance remainech flill with
bim. S -
Therefore to make theethe fironger to firive againft
B F3 thele
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thefc tame Serpents thou fhalthaue more fringsto thy
bowe then one, it is fafe riding at two ankers, alwaies
looke before thouleape leaft thy (hinnes thou chance to

.

breake, nowthe fire iskindledletvs burneithisother fa-
_gOtand fotoourmatteragaine. - - i o a

If 2 woman be neuer fo comely thinke hera counter-
feit, ifneuer fo ftraite thinke her crooked, if the be well
fet call her a boffe, if flender a hazell twig, if browne
thinke her asblacke as acrowe, if wellcoloureda pain-
ted wall, if fad or fhamefac’d thenthinke heraclowne; if
merryand pleafant then fhe isthe fikerto bea wanton,
But ifthoube fuch a foolethatthou wilt fpend thy time
and treafure, the one 1n theloite of women;&cthe other
todelight them, in my'minde thou refembieft the imple
Indians, who apparcll themfelues moft richly. whenthey
goctobeburned. Lo T ok
~ Butwhat (hould I fay ? fome willnot giue theirbable
for the Tower of London. He thathath failed av fea Hath
feenc the dangers, and he thatis married can tell of his
owne woe, but he that was neuer burnt will neuer dread
the fire Some will goe to dice althoughthey fee others
loofe all their mony at play, and fome will marry though
they beg together, is itnotftrange that men fhouldbee
fo foolifh to doat on women who differ o farre in nature
from men ? foramandelightsin armes & in hearing the
ratling drums,but a woman loues to heare fweet muficke
on the Lute, Cittern, or Bandora:a man reioyceth to
march among the murthered carkaffes,buta woman to
danceonafilken carpet : amanlouestohearethe threat-
nings of his Princes encmies,buta woman weepes when

fhe heares of wars: aman loues tolyeonthecold gil')aﬂ’ c,
| | - uta
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but 2 woman muft bewrapped inwarmemantles: aman
tryumphes atwarres, but-awoman reioyceth more as

cace. S s R I . -
? If amantalke of any kinde of beaft or fowle,prefently
thendtureis knowne : as-for‘example,the:Lyons: are all
firong and hardy, the Hares are:all fearefull 8 cowardly,
the Doues areall fimple, andfo of all beafts and fowle
the like, I meane few or none fwaruing from hiskinde;
butwomen haue more contrary fortsof: behauitur then
therebe. women,and therefore impoffible fora man‘to
know all, no nor one part of womens quallities all the
daies of thy life. R

 Some with fweete words vndermirie theirhasbands,
as Dalsla did Samfen, andfome wichibhidirig and brauling
are made weary of the world, as Seerages and others : So-
¢rates when his wife did chide aid braul would goe out
of the houfeill all were quictagaine, but becaufe he
would not fcold with her agaiivit gricuedher the mores
foron a timefhe: watched his going outand thréwe'a
chamber pot out of a window on his head, hiha quoth
bq I thought after all this thunder there ’@6&6_7'601ne
raine. R
There is an hiftory maketh mention’ of 6née Bamed
Anmynious,who inuited afriend of his to goe home with
him to fupper,but mhen he came home kit found his wife
chyding and brainling wich her:imaydens, wheredt his
ﬁucﬂ wasvery much difcontented: 2asymious "t’ummg to
im, faid ; good Lord how impacient 4rt thow? I have
fuffred her thefe twenty yeares, and canft not thou abi de
hertwo houres? by which meanes he caufed his wife to
leaue chyding, and langhied out thematter; R
There
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. Thereis nowosmanbut cither the hathalong congue
or alonging toothy:and they are two illacighbours, if
they dwelltogether, fortheone will lighten thy parfeif
it be fhill pleifed,and the asher will waken: thee fromuchy
(lecpeifizbe not charmed.dsitnotfirange of whatkinde:
of metealla womans fongue is made of that neither cor-
reCion can chadife nos faire. meanes quict, forshereisa:
kinde'of venomginit, that neither by faire meanes.nor
fowle:civey atei tobe ruled #all beafts by:manare made
tame bue a woiiangrongue will neuer belame,jvisbue
a fmall thing and feldomefegue, but itisofton hicard,to

theterrorand veter confufionof many antans, ;. »- .0
.. iThecefore.as afharpshie curbes afroward hotfeyciren
fo 4. curlt womai muf:becroughly vied, bug if women
could hold cheir tongucs, then many Hmesmer would
their hands, Asthe: beft metled bladeissvixt-with jeon,
cuciifothe belk woman thacis isootfree from.faglssishe

oodlich gatdans.are npsifice from weedes,no moncis
ﬁ\c befknarshe fairefi womanveid of ill degdes.; ... ...

< £ : v

.. Herhatvletheathgotel - . .o -
.. Mayblamed bethoyghhcfaywelle.. . .. 0
Ifchoabe young marry not yet, i

... Jfthgube old theywilchawe morgwit, .0

" Foryoung mens wineswill aotbetaughe, -
" And oldemens wiuesaregood for maughe. . -
3 ‘Whenhethatfosawoman firiucth by lawe- -

F I . H

*"Shall firing like 2 ¢ogcomb and prouchuta dawe.

..... B

“Thep buynotthouwith ouermucheoft .~ .
... Thething which yeildesbutlabourloft, . .. ino
Diucrs beaks and fowle by nature bauc.more firength

inone part of the, bodythen in another, astheBagle ;ln
L : the

»

. 4r

tlie beake); the Vinicosxinthe horne the Bullinthe head,
the Beareitrhisdrmes, the Horfe in hisbreaft, the Dog
inhisteeth,the Serpeatinhis taile, buta womansichiefe
{trenguh is inhertonguie, che Serpent hathnot fomuch
venome inhismileasfhchdchinher tongue, andasthe
Serpent neter leaueth hiffing and ftinging and’fecking
to doe mifchiefe : euen fo fome women are neuer well
excepethey be cafting outvenome with: theirtongues o
thehursofeheic huisbands oriof theirneighbours, there-
foreheshat wilkdifclode his fecrets to 2 woman is wor-
thy to haue his-haire ‘cut with Sam/o», for if thou vnfala
deftany thing of fecret to a womanthe morethounchar-
geft:her/ tokeepe it clofe theanorefhe will feeme asic
wete to. be withxchilde wfbthe haue reuealed stamongt
hergoffips;yerif onefhonld make doubt of : her {copetie
the would feemeangry,and fay, 12m no fuch lighehuts
wife of my tougue-asithey whofe fecretes lye at their

tongues ends, which fiyes:abroad fofagne asthéy-apeh
_ their mouthes,therefore-feare not to difclofe youn fer

crets to me, for I.was neuettouched with any ftzine; of
iy tongue in allmy life,nay (he willnot Rticke tofiveare
that the will tread ic vaderfoate ot buty: ir-videradtone,
yet. for all this beleeue her not, for_euery wosiian hath
oncefpeciall goffip :at theleaft which{he dothioueand
affect aboue all the reft,and vnto her the runnerh with 4l
the fecrets fhe knoweth. T

- Thereis anhiftory maketh mentionefone Lysswhom
King Amafiscommaandedto go¢into themarketand to
buy the beft and profitableft meat he could get, andhe
bought noching but tongues,theKing asked himtherea-
{6 why he bonghtno ather gxca;,whoVmad;}this..,anlfwcr,’

Car - Was
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Fwas commaunded to buy 1lic beft méate jandfrom the
‘tongue come many good 3ad profitable fpeaches, then
the King fent him againcand badhim buythe worft and
vaprofitableft meat, and helikewife boughtnothing bue
~ tongues, the King againe asked him thereafon,from no-
thing (faid he ) commeth worfe venomie thentrom the
tongue, and fuch rongues moft women haue. :
A Romaine hiftory maketh mention of one of the
chicfe gouernors of Rome thathad a fonne whofe name
was Papi- ins; whofe father tooke him with him to:the
“Councell-houfe that thereby he mightlearne wifdome,
wifhing him withall to keepe their fecrets : his mother
was diners times asking: of theboy whatthey didat-the
Counfaile-houfe,and what the caiife wasof theic often
miceting; on a timeyoung Papirius fearing to difpleafe
his father, and hoping tofatiffie his mother rold her this,
mothee(faidhe ) thereis bard hold amongfi them al?o-ut
the:making of a law chat cuery man thidl hanetwowioes
ot éuer’y woman twoliusbands;and fo farre as { can'per-
ceiue it is likely to be concluded vpon that euery man
fhallhauetwowines. . - ..
.The'next day when his father andhcwere goneto the
Counfaile-houfe (he bettirred her felfe, and got moft of
the chiefe women of the City together,and told them
what alaw was like to be made if itwere notpreuented,
and {o to the Counfaile-houfethey went a great flocke
efthem;,but whenthey camein the Gouernours.were
all amazed, and askedthe caufe of theircomining and
one of the women hauing leaue to fpeake faid thuss
wheras you areabout to make a law that eueryman fhall
haue two wiues,confider with-your fbiucs,,wba‘z»vngmg‘.
L | ncffe

Early English Books }On'lilhe, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest I:LC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Folger Shakespeare Library

nefle and firife therebywill arife, bue(faidihe) it we re
better that one woman fhould haue two hushands, that
if the one were on’ bufineffe abroadthe other might be
athome: now ‘whenithe. Gouemmours heard this fpeach
they merubiled whernponit(hould arifes then yoting Pa-
pirmmsrequefted that hemightlpeake, who prefently re-
folued them the caufe of the womens comming, fo they

_greatly commended. the boy and laughed the womento

{corne. - R R .

- Heerethou maift perceiue by a caft what wine is in the
butt,if the Dragons headbe full of poyfon whatvenome
then thinke you lurketh inhis tayle? Allthisis bue totell
thee of the doubts and ‘dangers that come by marriage,
yetlwould not have allmen feare to lyein ché grafle be-
cauflea Snakelyeththere,nor all men feare to goeto Sea
becaufe fome men are drowned at Sea, neither doe I'
warrant al men to feareto goetotheir bedsbécaufe ina-

- nydyeintheir beds, then marry a Geds ndme, butagain
- andagainctakeheedé to the choyce of thy'wife.

Marrynot for beauty withoutvertue, nor choofe for
riches without good conditions :'Salomon amongft many
ether notable {entences fit for this purpofe faith, thata
faire woman without difcreet manners is like a gold ring
ina Swinesfnowte; and if thou marrieft for wealth, then
thy wifemany times will caft it in thy difh (aying, that of
a begger fhe made thee aman:a gaine, if thoumarrieft
for beauty and.aboue thy calling thou muft not ‘onely
beare wi‘t%: thy wiues folly, but with mary vohappy
words, for (he will {ayfhewasblinded infancying thee,
for fhe might haue had Caprainefuch a one,or this Gen-
tleman,or that,fo that thou thalt never neede to craue a

G 2 foule
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foule wordat her harids 1 feliuengearés forthon thale:
haue enowe withoutasking) befides I feare methou wile
be better headed then wedded, forthe willmake theé
wearg anOxefegther inthy cap,yeche whichhach a faire”
wifewill aduenture-oridthonfand infamies only in hope:
to keepe her inthe ftate of anhoneft woman, butiffhe:
beill giuen doewhat thowrcanft,break thy heart8bend
thy ftudy nener fomuch, yet all will not ferue,thou maift:
let her goc all houres of thenight fhe will neuer meete’
witha wyorfe then Herfelfd, excepe the mecte wich the
deuill hira{elfe, L e ‘

. Therefore yetonce more Iaduife thee inthechoyee
of thy wife to haue afpeciall regard to her quallities and
conditions before thou thake handsor iumpe-a mateh

withher: Alfo.inquire and marke thélife and connerfatia

onof her Parents,let the old proucrbe put theeinminde

hereaf, thatan euill Bird layerh anill Eggeythe.Car will'
after hirkinde, an illiTree: cannot bring .foorth -good:
friute, the young Crab gOeth-drOOkcdlikc the-Damme,
the young Cocke croyeth astheolde, and it is a very

rare matter to {ce childrentread-our of the-paths of theit
Parents,. He that commethyinto a Fayreto:buy.aHorfe:
will pryc intaeucry.partto fee whetherhe be found of:
winde and limb, and without cracke or aw,and whe:.

ther hisbreeding wereinahard foyle; or whetherthe be:

well pace d,andlikewifc he withaué acarethathishorfe
fhall haue ail outward markes which betokep a gdod:
horfe,yet withallthe cunning he hathhe maybedecei--
ued, butif heprouea iade he may put-him awayat the
nexeFayre. -

R S g

.. Bug

¢ Bt choifs Sfebgwitcithotibe deckiucd asniany

menare;thou muft fland to thy worde. which thou ma-
deftbefore the wholeParith, .vzlii“ch; was to take her f:‘r
better of worfe forthereis no refufing:fhe.will flicke to
thee as clofe as afaddle to .2 horfesbicke, and if (he be
frowardly giuen, thenthewill verethee - ‘night and day,
. Amo.ngﬁ the quictelt coupplcs'thatarcycc houthold
larres will arife, but yet fuch. quarrells:which -hippen
in the day areoften quallified with ki fes'in the night,but
ifit benot fo ended ,.theic chirft:will gac foreward Jike
the carriage which is drawne betweene two horfés taile
totaile, & iffhe cannot reuenge hirfelfe with hirtonoue
nor with her handes,nor with conuayin gthy.gdod‘é,’;et
fic will pay.shec home:priuately, for if thon firiké with
thy.fword lohc will ftrike with the feabard,choofénotthe
rapict by his ringing, nor chy wife by her f; nging , for if
thou doeftthoumaift bevery well deceiuedin both, for
thy‘rapxc.r may protie a.gad,andithy wife but litels better.
- Now if thou-aske me howethou thouldft thoofe thy
wife, [anfwere? that thou haft the whole world to make
choife,8 yet thou maiit be deceined: Anancient Father
being asked:bya youngiman howe.he fhould choofea
wxf;;hef anfwered himthus > When thou feeft a flock of
maidenstogether, hudwinke.thy felfe fat and runne 2.
mongftthem, and looke whichthou chafe(t,ler herbe
thy wife, the youngmaan tolde him that ifhe wenc blind.
foldedhe might be deceiued : and fo thou maieft(quoth
the olde man) ifthy eyeswere open, forin the choife of
thy wife, thou mult not truft thy owne eyes for they will
decciucthee and be the caufe of thy woe , for (he may

feemegood whofe wafte islikea wande, or fhe which
G 3 . hath
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hath afoider fingered hand, orfhéwhichohheztipfoes
frill dOt‘l)l ftand ,gand neuet read but ina gouldenbooke,
nor will not be caughe but with a galden hooke, orfuch
2 one as can firokeabeard; or lookéahedd, and of eucry
A:a make herfelfe affraide; if thouhadefta fpring fucha
wenchwould makehim a begger if héwere halfcaKing,
thenthisis nobargaincforthee.  But harke alittle fur-
ther,thebeft time fora young man to marry,is atjtheage
of twenty and-fiue, and thentotakea wife ofthe ageof
fcau‘c:niccnc‘ycares or thereabout , rather a maldg t.hcn
awiddow, for a widdow{heis framed to the cond:qons
of another man & can hardly be altred,fo that thy paines
will be double, for thou muft vnlcamc.aywtddqw ::lng
make her forget and forgoe her former carrupt and difs
ordered behauiour, the which is hardly to bedone, but
a young womi of tender yeares is flexable and.bcndmkg,
obedicnt and fubic& to doe gmy ;hing, accordmg tothe
ill and pleafure of herhusband. - S
" And ifE thy ftatebe good,marry neare home and gt lei-
fure, but it thy ftate be weake and poore, thentu::l better
thy fclfe after enquiry made of her wealth & cox;1 mel:.ps,
goce farre off & difpatch it quickly,for doubtlea bta; ing
{peaches which commonly in thefe cafes runns DELWIxT
party and party and breakes ic off euen then wh;n fxt is
come to the vp fhor, butasl haue alrcad.y.faldc, be: qr;:,
thou put thy foote out of doores make diligent enq;;xrly‘
of her behauiour, for by the market-folke thou :‘h aic
heare how the market goeth, for by enquiry thou fhale
heare whether the be wife, vertuous andkinde, wcar;‘ng
but her owne proper haire, and fuch garments as her

fricnds eftate will aﬁ'oorfl,:or whether fhe loue toﬁl:ic:;xlzﬁ
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within thehouvfe; dnd to theferuantes-haue'a warchfull
eie,orif fhehawe a'care whento fpend 8¢ when'ro fpare;,
and be content with what God doth fend, or if (he can
{hed no kinde of vuftained teares but when iuft caufe of
bearty forrow is, and that inwealth and woe, in fickne(Te
and in health the will beall alike, fuch a wife will make
thee happyinthy choife. - .

- Although fomehappen on a deuillith -and vnhappy
womanyet all men doenotfo,and fuch as happenill ic is
a warning to make them wife ; if they make a fecond
choife, not thatall other (hatthzue thelike fortune, the
funnefhineth vpon thegood and bad , and many a man
happeneth fooner ona threw thenafthip : Some thriue
by dicing burnotone in awhundrech therefdre dicing is
ill busbandry,fome'thriveby marriage;, and yermany are
wndone by marriage, for marriage iseither che making
or marring of many a inan; and yer Fwillnot fay but a-
mongf duft there is Pearlefound | and in:hard rockes

- Dyamondsofygreat value and ts amongftmany women

there'are fome good, as that'gracious ‘and glorious
Queeneof allwomenkinde the Virgin Mary the mother
of allbliffe,whar wunher honour boran humble mirde
and herpaines and love vatoour Sasiour Chrift, . !
- Sarais commendedforthe earneftlowe that fhe bare
to her husbarid, not onely for calling him Lord, but for
many other quallities: Alfo Sufanns for her chaftity and
for creeping on her knees to pleafe frer-husband | bu
therare:meaner Biftotieswhichthakes mientid of many
others, as that of Demetrges how that the was content to

B .

run Lackey by her busbands fide,

. Likewifc' Lusretia for:the Youe and loyd]fy‘,th”z& fhee
R bare.

| . I . ‘ — -
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bare to.her husband being vnkindely abufed by anivis?
chaft lecher againfeher will; fhe prefentlydlew herfelfe
in the préfence of many, rather.then fhe would oftet hee
body againe toher husband being butdnetimedefileds

Itis recorded of an Earle called Gascalies ,; thatvponi
the Kinges difpleafure was committed to prifon, and his:
wife hauing liberty tovifichim in prifon;: 08 atime fhe
caufed himto put ofhis apparell and to putonhers,and
{o by that meanes gat out by the Porterand {heremainy
ed in prifon, and fo by:this meaneshe cfcaped the angry:
rage of his Prince,and afterwards his wifevvas delineced
alfo. ' PN e IR
" Likewife it was no fmall loue that-Artymenesbareto
her hisband, for aftechisdeach the buils:fuch g fambuys
Sepulcher(and heftowedthegsoaréft parr ofhovwesldi
thereon)in fo much the}t ;t;h;s'dl;:iy itjs called oncodke
{eauengreatywondersoithce world. - . to GLLLIED
‘Alfo gbm‘e, makesmention.ofafifher-natvibich dweie
neere vato thefieafide, and he fellficke of iaqimmmhh
difeafle; bywhich meanes e induted fuch tormensand
paine, that i¢.would haug gricued any creature to:be~
holde hini, his; carefull and Jouing wife labomcfir&;ua@
uelled firre and neare-to procure his health-aggine, but.
at lafk feeing; all meands in vaine, .f_hc b_ra-kg out w,-,.fh
himin thefe wordes: Deathatonetimeor another will
come, and therefare rather then you (hould anyJonger
indure this miferable life, 1 am content that betheqﬁvg
preuentdeathbe fore he come,fothis poore griened:man
did yeildto he r caundel, and they went foortht@therop.

S

! !

of an exceeding high Rock,and there this woman bound

> v her -husband ;.and from thence.cafting
l?‘?&kfc‘ fafk:to ber husban: themfelues
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themfelues downe, ended thiirlives together. ...
~ Nowldoenotcommend this death to be godly, al-
though it (hewed great loue in thewoman, no doubt
but theKing of 4yrs had a very kinde and louing wife as
{hal appeare, for when 4iexander the great had depriued
him of the greateft part of his Kingdome yet he bareit
out very patiently with avaliant and manlycourage, and
withoutany (howe of outward griefe atall, but when
newes was broughthim thachis wife was dead , hethen
moft gricuonfly brake intoteares and wept biteerly,and
wirhall hefaid : thag the lofl'e of his whole kingdome
(hould nothaue gricued him fo much , as the death of
hiswife. : . o o
Itis alfo recorded of Allexander. , that at the death.of
his wifehe made fuch a forrowfull kinde of fpeach for
her,faying : Death werekinde if he tooke nothing but
that which offendeth, buthe hathtaken her away which
neuer offended, oh death thou haft bereaued me of the

betterparcof mylifes .

Itis allo faid of Fulevins Maximus thathe on atimefind
dingtwo Serpents in bis bed-chamber being ftrangely
amazed thercat,he demaunded of the South-faiers what
it meaned? andthey anfwercd him : Thag of neceflicy he
-muftkill one ofthem , and-if he killed the-male then he
himfelfe muft ficft dye , and if the female thea his wife
fhould dyebefore him, & becaufe he loued his wife het-

ter then himfelfe, he moft: grieuoufly made choife of
the male and killed him firft, and thortly after hedyed

leauing his wife awiddow.
- Suchakindefoolero hiswife was 4dam, forhee was
forbidden on paine of death notto eate of the tree of

H good
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good and cuill, yetfor allthat utdm notwith{taiding to
| Fraciﬁc his wiues kindnelTe, and forlouchebarcherre-

ifednotto hallardhis lifeby brcach of ;hat commaui-

dement.

But becanfe in all thinges there is a contrary which:

{beweth the differencebetwixt thegood andthebad, e-
uen foboth of men and women there are contrary (ortes
of behauiour, if in thy choife thou happew on a good

wifedefire notto change, forthereisa prouerbe faieth,

feldome commeth abeter, 8cthere is none poorer then
thofe that haue hid many wiues., thou maielt bearea
“good affe&tion towards thy.wite, % yet-lether not know.
it,thou maift loue herwell’ and yernot carry bﬁfl?’n-thy.
“backe,a man may louc hishoufe wellandyet notrideon
theridge, loucthy wife and {peake her faire: :a,lthoug!'?
thou doe but fatterher for women loueto be acconnted:

‘beautifull and to be miftreffes of many-maides,8to live
without.controlement,andkindeveordes asimuch plca(f:
a'woman as.any other thing whatfocuer,. aad a:mans
chiefelt defire thould be firk the gtace ot God,aquict.
1ife and anhoneft wife , 2 good report-and adriend in
ftore,and then whatneedea manto aske anpmdre. .
" SaintPaul faith chofc:which marry doe well,buche al-

{6 faith thofe which marry not :doe better,’ bug yet alfovf
‘hefaieth that it is better tomarry thento burnein haflsA-
‘merry companion being asked by his friend whyhedid-
:notmarry , he madethis anfwere and faxdaj,AThat hehad:
‘beéne in Bedlam two orthreetimes, and yerhe was ne--
uer {o mad to marry, and yetthereisno 1oy nor Plcaﬁlyc .-
intheworld which may be compared to marriage,, fo.

, . e el res and of good:qual-
:‘zbc-gar_ucs arcof necrecquall yeares and ol g l?tics,.
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licies,then good fortune and badde is welcometo them,
boththeir cares are equall jand rheirioyes equall, come
what will all is welcome 8¢ all is common betwixt them,
the husband doth honour.and reuerence her, and if he
berich he committeth all his goods to herkeeping, and
ifhe be poore and in aduerficy, then hee beareth butthe:
one halfeofthe griefe, & furthermore fhe will comfort
him with all the cofmfortable meane fhe ¢an deuife, and
if he will ftay follitary in hishoufe fhe will keepe him
company, ifhee will walke intothefieldes why fhe will
goe with him,and ifhebe abfentfrom home fhe figheth
often and wilheth his prefence, being come home he
findeth content fitting fmyling in euery corner of his:
houfeto giuchim akinde and a hearty welcome home,
and-(herecciveth him with the beft and greateftioy thac.
fhe can,many aretheioyes and fweee pleafures in marri--
age,as in our children, being young they play, prattle,’
laugh, and fheweth vs many pretty toyes to moue vsto
mirth andlaughter, and when they are bigger growne
andthatage or pouerty hath affliGted the Parents, then
they fhew the duty of children inrelecuing theirolkde a-:
ged-parents with whatthey can fhift for, and when their
parents are deade they baing them to the carth from:
whencethey came. | o
- Yet now confider on theotherfide , when awrinkled
and toothles woman fhall take a beardles boy (a fhort
tale to make of it) there can bee'no liking novlouing be-
tweene fuch contraries but-continuall ftrite and debate,
fo likewife when matches are made by the Parentes,and
the dowery toldand paid before the young couple haue
any knowledge of it;8 fo many times are forced againft

H 2 their
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their inindes, féaring the rygor and difpleafiire ofheir’
parents, they often promife with their mouthes that
whichthey refufe with theirhearts, - S
Alfo ifa man marry a wife forfzire lookes without dow--
rie, then their loue will foone wix colde, in fomuch that
they vfe them not like wiues butrather like kitchinftuffe,-
wheras thofe which marry rich wines they hauealwaies
fomething to bein louewithall 5 It is acommonthing
now adaies,that faire women without riches finde more.
louers then husbands. Lo | | ,
Choofg nota wife too faire,nortoo foule,nor toorich,,
for if(he be faire cuery one will be catching at her, and if.
fhe be toe foule 2 man.will haue no minde to loge her:
which no body likes, & iftoo rich thou thinkeft to mar-
ry with one which thou meaneft to make thy compani-
on., thou:(halt finde her a commaunding mittrefle; fo-
that riches caufeth a womanto be proud, beauty makes.
her to be fufpeced, andhard fauoured maketh hertobe.
hated. Therefore choofe a wife.young, wellborne;and:
well broughe vp,teafonable rich, and indifferent beauti-
full, and.of a good.wittand-capacity 5 alflo in choife of;a;
wife a.man{hould netethe honefty ofthe parents, for it
isaliklyhood that thofé children wbich.are-:vertuouﬁy;
broughtvp will follow the fteppes of their parents, but
yetmany.atrecis {poiled inthe hewing, therearefome
which haue but one only Danghter and theyarefoblin-
ded with the extreame loue that they beare her that they:
will not haue her hindred of her'will whatfoeuer fhe de-.
fireth, {o {uffering her to liue in all wanton pleafure and:
delicacy, which afterwardes turneth to bethecaule of;

i tences.
many inconuen v V Now.

Images reproduced by courtesy of Folger Shakespeare Library

Nowthe Fathérbefore hemarry his ddughrer'is to fife
throughly the quallities, behaniour, dnd life of his Son
inlawe, for he which meeteth with acivil and an honeft
fonneinlawegetteth a good fonne; andhe which meet-
cth with anill one cafteth.away his davighter.. . . .-
- Thehusband muftprouide to fatisfic the honeft defires
ofhis wife,fo that neither by neceffitynor fuperfluity be
the occafion to worke her dithonaur, for both want and
plenty, both eafeand difeafe makes fome women often-
timesvnchafte : and agdine many times the wife fecing
the husband to take no care for her, making belike this
reckoning that rio- body elfe will care forhex or defire
her : but to conclude thispoint , thezaneljristo be ac:
counted honeft, who-hauing liberty te dogamiffe'yet
dothit not. S I
- Again,aman fhould thus accoiit of his wife,as the.on-
ly treafure he enioyeth vpon carth; and bemuft 3lfo ac-
coit thatthere is nothingsmose dvk to the wife,then the
faithfull, honeft; and loving:company. of the husband,
he ouglaalfo infighe of loue 1o impast bis fecrets-and
counfell vnto his wife, for manyhaveformnd much com-
fort and proficby raking thejswinessonndellyand ifthou
impartany ill hapto thy.wife {helightensth thy griefe;
either by comfortinghee loningly, orelle in-bearing a
part thereof-patiently : Alfoif thou efpica fault in thy
wife,thou muft notrebuke herangerly or reprochfully,
b.ut onely fecretly betwixe you two-, alwaies rememb-
ring that thou muft neither chide nor playe with thy
wife before company , thofe that play and dally with
them before company, they doe thereby ferother mens.
tecth an cdge,and maketheir wiues the lefle thamefafte.

H ;3 It
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Itbehooueth the married manalwaies to fhew him.
felfein fpeech and countenance both gentle and amia-
ble, for if a woman of modeft behaniour feethany grofe
inciuilitie inher husband, (he doth not only abhorre it
but alfo thinketh ‘wich her felfe, that other meu are
more difcreete and better brought vp, thereforeitftan-
dethhim vpon tobeciuilland modeft inhis doings leaft
he oficnd the chafte thoughts of his wife, to w'hofc‘h-‘
kinghe ought roconfirme himf{elfc inalt honeft andrea:
{onablethings, and to take heede of eucry thing which
may miflike her. o B .
Whyfomemen loue their louers better then their
husbands, the reafonis, the loucr inthe prefence of ‘his
Ladyfs very curious of hisbehauiour, ;hachevfc_th no
vnfeemely geftures, whereby there may no fufpition of
iealoufie or any acception be taken by any thing he
doth: itbchoucth euery womanto hauea great regard
to her behaniour, and to keepe her felfe our of the fier,
knowing that a woman-of fufpecied chagticy linceh bue
ina mifcrable cafe; for there is but fmblt difference by
being naughtand being thought naught, and when fhe
heareth otherwomen illfpoken of, lethet thinkein her
minde whatmay bef{pokenofher, for iwhen a woman
hath gotten an ill name, whether it be deferuedly or
without caufe,yet (he fhall haue much adoe to recouer
againe her honour and credit thereof : let 2 woman' a-
voide {o much as may be the company of a wom;n
which hath an ill name, for many of them indeauour by
their euill fathions and dithoneft fpeach, to bring others
to do asthey do,and many of them within their hearts

that all women were like vnto themfclues: it may be faic}

S

of nrany womenthar thefeathersave more worth then
thebirds, thereforeit behoucth engry womanto behane
herfelfe fofoberand chafte in countenance and {fpeach
that noman may befo boldeasto affaile her : for com.
monly Caftles,if they comeongeto parlie,are ag pointto
yeeld, thgrefore if a woman by chance be fet vpon let
her makethis anfwer, whenIwas a maide I was at the
difpofition of my parents,but now Iam married I am
at the pleafure of my husband, therefore you were befk
{peaketo him and to knowe his mindewhae I {hall doe

and if herhusband be out of the wa :

behaucher felfeasif he were prefent., . .
. Alfo a woman may confider, if her husband. be cho-
lorickeand hafty fhe muft ouercome him with milde
fpeach,and ifhe chidefhe muftholde herpeace, forthe
anfwer of a wifewoman isfilence, andfhe muﬁ’ Qﬁay to
vtterhermindevntill he be appeafed of his fury arid at
quict, for if womeninany rimes .would houlde their

* tongues they mightbeat quict: there wasa very angry-

cupple marriedtogether, and afriend being with them
at fupger: asked them how they .could agree together
being bathfo froward and refty:the goodman made him
thisan{were, when lam angry my wifebearéth with me
and when (heis angry I beare with her, forwith W.ha;
heart cana man fomuch astouch ahaire of his wiges
head, (I meane rigoroufly ) for the husband ought to
rebuke hir with wordes fecretly, and feeketo reforme
her by gopd coqnfai le;-be ougheto lay before her the -
fhame of ill dooing, and the praife of Wcll?doinfg, if this

willnot {erue yer he oughe rather Pacientlyto forbeare

her then rigoroufly to beate her, for fhe is fiefh of thy
' " flefh,

I ——
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fleth & theredsna wianfofootifheohuirt his owne fléthy
amaa oughttobedicomforeer of his wifé, but thenhe
oughtnot to beatormenter of her, for with whatface
cana manimbracethat body which his hands hath bac<
tered and britifed; or witl what heart cah awomanloue:
that man which can findédn his heart tobeacher. v

.. Alfowhénaman findetha painfull and acarefull wo?

man, which knoweth wheéntofpend and when to fpare
androkeepettshbufeingood ordérthenthiehusband;
will not denyfiieha wife any neceary thing belonging
to the houfe : But if (hé be alight hufwife who liveth
without doing of any thing, withoutcaring for husband
children ot {eruarites, or any otherthing belonging to
the houfe;theréby (hewing although her body beinthe
houfe yether mindeis abroad , whichredownethto het
fhame andtoher husbands greathinderance , for when
the Miftres is occupied in vanity, the feruantes care leffe
for her propfit but looke to theirowne; for while the
miftreflc playeth the mayden ftrayeth.. -~ "~
~ But thefemen are to be laughed at;who having a wife
and a fufficient wife to doc all the worke within doores
which belongs for 2 woman to doe, yet the husband will
fec hennes abrood feafon the pott, and dreffe the meate,
oranythelike worke which belongethmot to theman.
Such husbands many times offend their wiucs greatly &
they wrong themfelues; for if they were imployed a-
broadin matters belonging to men they would be the
more defirous being come home-to take their cafe,then
to trouble their wiues & feruantes in medling with their

 matters, forthe rule and goucrment of the houfe belon-

gethtothe wife.

And

minde : alfotoefchew the place where thou didf* firft
I

¥7
. _'Andhethathath awife of hisowneand goeth to ano-
ther woman, islike arich theefe which will fteale when
hehathnoneede.

Amongft all the creatures that God hath created ,
thereis none morefubiect o mifery then a woman,efpe-
cially thofethat are fruitfull to beare children . for th ey
haue fcarce amonthes reftin a whole yeare,but are con-
tinually ouercome with paine,forrow & feare, as indecd
the danges of child-bearing muft needesbeca great ter-
rorto awomanwhijch arecounted but weake veflells,in
refpe& ofmen, and yer itis fuppofed that there is no dif-

. cafc that aman indureth,that is one halfc fo grieuous or
painetull aschild-bearing istoawoman 3 Let it be the
cooth-achc,go.u tc or collick, nay ifaman had all thefe ac
once, yet nothing comparable to 2 womans painein hir
trauaile with childe, :

Now if thou likenot my rcafonséocxpéﬂ loue, then

" thoumaicftry Ovdsarte who prefcribes a falue for fuch

afore, forhee counfels thofe which fecles this hatrible

heate, to cooletheir flames wich hearbs which are co
ofnature, asRewand Lettis,and other hearbes toco‘-;l o‘: .
torefite : alfo hefaith, thou fhouldeft abftaine from cng
cefle of meateand drinke,, for tha 'prouckes thy minde
greatly o luft:alfo to hune,to hawke stofhoot to bowle
te run,to wraftle and fome.other play, for this will keep
thy minde from thinking of luft: alfo thun Gothfirlnes &
idlenes, for thefe arethe onely nurces of loue , efchew
mhalancholly or fadnes andkeepemerry company,turne
; y eyes from the place where bewitching fpirits are
caft the remembrance doe increafe and rubb thy gailcé

feele
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feele the fire that burneth thy minde with fuchvaquiet
thought s Likewifefaith hee,beware thou doe not twife
perufc the fecret flattering letters of thy fuppofedfrend-
Iy ioy, forifthoudoe notrefufe the often view thereof, it
will much increafethy griefe , dolour and annoy : vfeno

talke of her whome thouloueft, noronce name her, for

that will increafe thy care, by thinking in thy minde
that thou beholdeft her face: but fome are perfwaded
¢hat no rules of reafon can affwage this griefe, for loue
islawles and obeyes no lawe, no nor yet no copnfcl!
can perfwade nor take effect or fubdue the affe@tion of
his bewitched fpirits.  Furthermore Ouid prefcribes o-

the; reafons to expell the heat of loue, for whereloues

fetled the louers are many times hindered of their pur-

ofe: Somtimesfor wantof friends confent,or diftance
of placesthen & infuch a cafe his counfell isto louetwo
orthree , for loue being fo divided, makes theloue of
one the leile thought vpon : or elfe fMeth heefatisfiethy
luft vpon fome other dame foric wil alfo helpeto weare
the former loue out of thy minde 5 Loe thus Ou'xd thot
butyethemiftthe marke , not for want oflearning tut

forwant of grace, for gracc fubdues and treads allvices

vnder foote,although morral meanes doth prelcribe di-
uerfe other die:s to wafte the heate of louesdefire, as
long abfence from the place where thy liking liucs, for
the coales of company. doth kindle and heate che heare,
that with abfence would be voide of harme, for abfence
doth quallifie that fire and coole the minde of thofe
which many times the copany of wantonsdoth warme
for he which doth not fhun the place where Penus in her
glory fits, hath no care of himfelfe but fuffers her to fup-

prifehis witts. The
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TheBearbaiting or the vanity of iddowes : choofe
ST " yoswherher, ‘,
- J Oebewntothat vafortunate man thar match-
\/ cth himfelfe vnto a widowe, for a widowe
willbethe caufe of athoufand woes, yet there
are many that doe with themfelues no worfe matched
thicn to a rich widowe, but thou doft not knowe what
gricfes thou ioyneft with thy gaines, fot if (hebe rich
fhe willlooke to gouerne, and if fhe be poore thenart
thou plagued both with beggery and bondage; againe,
thy paines will be double in regard of him which marri-
cth witha maide, for thou muft vnlearne thy widowe,
and make her forget her former corruptand difordered
behauiour,the whichifthou take vpon theeto doe,thou
badft euen as good vadertake to wath a Blackamore
white, for commonly widowes are {o froward, fo waf-
pith, and fo ftubborne, that shou canft not wreft them
from their wills, and if thou thinke to make her good by
firipes thou muft beate her to death. One hauing marri-
ed with afroward widowe fhe called him theefe & ma-
ny other vanhappy names, {o he tooke her and cut the
tongue out of her head, butfhe euer afterwards would
make the figne of the gallowes with her fingersto him.
Itisfeldomeor neuer feene thata man marricth with
awidowe for her beautynor for her perfonage, but only

forherwealth andriches, and if (he be rich & beautifuil

withall then thou matcheft thy felfe to afhe deuill, for
fhe will goel.ke a Peacnckeandthou like.a W oodcoke,
for (he will hide her money to maintaine her pride : and
if thou atany time art defirousto be mierry in het com.

I pany,

e vl




pany,fhe wil fay thou ast merry becaufethouhafkgotten

awife that isableto ma‘iﬁntg{:q.;‘.‘._cc, where before thoi

waft abegger and hadft nothing: and if thgu (hewe thy

I felfe fad fhe willfay- theu art fad becanfe thoun €anft not

b bury her therebyto intoythat which (he'hach:if thou

; make prouifionto fare wellio thy houlcthe willbidthee

fpend that which thou broughteltthy felfe. o
If thou (hewe thy felfe fparing (he will fay thou fhale

; i not pinch-her ofthat which is herowae, and.ifthoudoe:

v-"‘i‘m’: “' 2 ‘.“:2 e

any.thing contraryto her minde {he will fay her other
’:f‘f husband was more kinde : if thou chance to dine from.
b home fhe will bidthee goe fup withthy Harlotsabroad -
18 ifchou go abroadand fpendany thing defore thou com-
B me{thome, fhe will faya-beggerl tound thee and.;:abcg;:
ger thou meancft-to leaue me:if thou. flay alwaies at
home fthe will (ay thou art happy thachaft gottena wife:
thatisable to maintaine theeidle: if chou carue her the
beft morfell an the table,though (he take itycethe wilt
" rake it fcornefully and fay, (he had a busband thac would. -
Jec her cut wherefhe liked herfelfe. -
And ifthou come in wel difpofed thinking to be mer-
ry,and intreating her with faire words, the will caltchee:
diffe:nbling hipocric , faying thou (peakeft me faire with-
thy tongue but thy heart is on thy mmions.abroad. Loe
thefe are the franticke trickes of froward wido nves, they
are neither well full nor fafting; they wili neither goeto

L Churchnor {tay athome, I mzane in regard of their im--
G patient mindes, fora man (hall neither be quierin her
L fight nor out of her fight, for if thoubein her fight the
g will vexe thee as before faid, & outof herfightthy owae
A confcience will togment and crouble thy mindeto :h:l:k
' ontac:

-
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onthepurgatory which perforcethou muftindure when
thou commefthome. | o
.She will make Clubs trump when thou haft neuer a
blackecard inthy hand, for with hzr crueltongue fhee
-will fing thee fuch a peale that one wouldthinkethe de-
uill were come from Hell, befides this thou fhalthauea
brended fJutlike ahell-hagge with a paire of pappes like
a paire of dung-pots fhall bring inthy dinner, for thy
widow wil nottruftthee with a wench thatis hanfome in
thy houfe,now ifthatvpon iuft occafid thou thorweft the
glattcrs’ atthe miideshead, feeing thy meate brought in
y fuch aflutee andfoflutcifhly drett, then will thy wid-
dow take pepper in the nofeand ftampe and ftare, and
lookefo fower asif fhe had come but.cuen then from
cating of Crabs, faying;-if thou hadft nov marisd with
me thou wouldefthaue becne glad of the worft morfell
thatisheere, then thou againe replying fayeft, if 1 had
not bene fomad, the deuill himfelfe would not haue

_had thee, and then withour ‘caule thou blameft her: of

oldeageand of iealoufic and for hiding her money; and

by couaying away of her goods which thou haft bouight

with the difpleafure of thyfriends and difcredite to thy
felfe, in regardof heryeatess.thenagaine fhe onthe ‘o-
ther fide runneth out to her neighbours, andthere fhe
thundereth out a thoufand iniuries tharthau doft her,
faying, my Cornchefendeth to the market,and my Cae-
tell tothe fayre, andlooke what he openly findeth he ta-
keth by force, and what Lhide fecretly he priuily ftea-
leth it away,and playeth away all my money at dice. Loe
rhus he confumeth myfubftince and yet hateth my per-
{fon,nolongerthen Ifccdclllim‘ withmoney canI enioy
‘ ~ I3 his
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his company, now heé hath that he fought for he giiteth
me nothing clfebutfroward anfweresandfoule viage,
and yet God knowes of pure loue I married him: With
nothing, but now his ill husbandry isliketo bring taris-
incboth mé and my children, but now all this while the
doth notforget to tell of her owne good hufwifery, fay-
g, it working all dayat my ncedle or at my diftatle,
and helike an vathrifcand a whoremonger runneth at
randome, thusthey are alwaics firetching cheir deb.te
vponthe racke of vengeance. I
Locheereis alife, but itis as wearifome as-hell, for
if youkiffe inthe morning being friends, yetere noone
ready co throwe thehoufe outat the windowe. The Pa-
pifts affirme that Heauen is won by Purgatory, butin
my minde a man (hall neuer comeinto a worfe Purga-
tory thento be matched with a froward widowe: He
thatmatchethhimfelfe to a widowe and three children
matcheth himfelfe to foure theeues. One hauing maried
with a widowe; it was his lucke to bury her,butnot be-
fore hewas forevexed with her, for afterwards he lying
onhis death-bed his friends exhiorted him to prayvnro
Godthat his foule might reft in Heané,& heafked them
this queftion, whether ( faid he) doe you thinke my wife
is gone ? and they faid vnto him no doubtbut that your

‘wife isgone to Heauen before you, he replied, Icare

not whether I goe foI goe notwhere my wife s for feare
Imeete with herand be vexed with her as L haue beene
heeretofore. . -

Another having married with a widowebeing one
dayat afermon heard:the Preacher fay, whofoeuer will

be fisicdlec himrake vp his croffe and follow me, chis
ma
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mad fellow after fermon was ended tookehiswifevpon
his backe andcameto the Preicher and faid, heere i my
crofle,lamready to follow thee whether thou wilt,
Another hauing marricd with 2 widowe which fhewed
herfelfe likea Saint abroad but a Devill athome 2 frend
of her husbandstold him that he had gotten him a gdéd
fiilland a quiet wife, yea marry quoth the married man
youfee my (hooeis faire and new, but yet you know not
where it pincheth me. T -
- Another merry companion hauing married with 3
widoweand carrying her ouer the Sea into France there
fodaincly arofc a great ftorme, in fo much that:t‘hcy were
allin danger of drowning, the maifter of the Ship called
vato the marriners & bad them take & throw ouer bord
all the heauieft goodes in the Ship , this married man
hearing him fay fo, hee tooke hiswiddow and threw her
ouer-boord, and being asked the realon why he didfo,
hefaid that he neuer felcany thing in all hislife that wa;
fo hAcauyhto l;]imas (he badbeene. o
another hauing married with awiddow.and with;
whileafter they were m arried,(he went orl‘;’irlxti?}::hl: ’:
den, and there finding her husbands fhirr. hang clofgon
the hedge by her maidesfmocke, fhe went prefently and
hanged herfelfe for a iealous conceit thar (he tookcy and
amerry fellow asked the caufe whyfhe hanged hc‘rf?elfe
and being tolde thait was for iealoufic : | wouldfaid he
thifrt';” trees did beace fuch fruie. ~ ¢
_Thoumaiftthinke that I haue fpoken inouoh cone
ning Widdowes, but the f»urtbcr,f runne aftc:;}:;:xgﬁ)r;
furtherlam from them, for they are the fumme ofthe
fgaucn deadly finnes, the Fcinds of Sathan andthe gates

of
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i - 6fHellsNowlndthinkeéthi hearefomeifsy wromethat:
1 Ifhould haue'tolde themithisleffon foaner, fortoo face:
1 . comethmedicinewhen'the patientisdead, cuen fo too.
\ate commeth counfaile when itis paft remedy,bucicis
bette late then nieuer,for it may be a warninig tomake
therswife. 7 - . STy
Otguiawhy—do I make fo long aharueft of fo litrle corne?
feeing thé corne is bad my harucfthall ceale,for folong
il as women doc illthey muit not thinke to be .,wc,ll fpoken
i of;if you would be wellreported of orkeptlike theR Qfe
whe it hath loft the colour,thenyou fhould fmcllfwccg J
i inche bud as the Rofe doth, orifyou wouk.i betafted fgr
old wine you (hould befweetatthe ﬁrﬁ,lxkc a p[cafant
g Grape,thenhould you be cherithed for your ,cquct_cﬁg;
and comforted for yourhonefty,fo fhould you bé prefer-
ued like the fweete Rofe,& clteemed qf aspleafant wine,
butto what purpofedo [ goaboutta inltruct youknow.-
ing. that fuch as counfell the deuill can ncuer. amend
i is euill. -, R
hmA?,?}o prayingthofe which haue already made theic
choyfe andfcenethe troubles and felc the torments that
: is with women, totake it merrily, and to cftceme of this
booke onely as the toyes of anidlehead.

I I

Nor | would not haue women murmer againftme fqr
chat I hane not written more bitterly againftmen, ‘fo: i
- is averyhard winter when one Woolfe eateth another,
anditisalfoanillbirdthac dcﬁ}cth ‘h.cr owne neft

and a moft vnkinde part it were forone
" man-tofpeakeill of
- anothet.
e

FINIS.

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Folger Shakespeare Library




