
WISCONSIN

Motorists’ Handbook

2024
wisconsindot.gov

CONTENTS



B CONTENTSCOVER

Dear New Driver:

You are starting down a path to getting a Wisconsin driver license. It’s an incredibly exciting time! It’s also 
crucial to remember that driving is a privilege and a very important responsibility. 

Any time you get behind the wheel you can become part of the solution to make Wisconsin’s roads safer 
by not driving recklessly, avoiding distractions and staying focused on the road. We all have a shared 
responsibility to step up and do something to prevent the tragedies that are destroying families across 
our state. 

This handbook is a helpful guide to understanding the rules of the road and developing safe behavior 
behind the wheel to help you take control of your drive.  

• Pay attention and learn from your driver’s education instructions and teachers.

• Take your time and be aware of other drivers, passengers and motorcyclists.

• Drive sober.

• Wear your seatbelt.

• Obey the speed limits.

• Share the road with pedestrians and bicyclists.

• Eliminate distractions and focus on safely operating the vehicle.

Together, we can make our roads safer, but it is up to you to make good decisions every time you get 
behind the wheel. The Wisconsin Department of Transportation is committed to safety first, working to 
keep travelers safe across all modes of transportation. 

• DMV ensures drivers are trained and qualified to operate a vehicle, including through helpful resources 
like this Motorists’ Handbook.

• Wisconsin State Patrol educates the public about rules of the road and enforces Wisconsin traffic laws.

• Wisconsin’s roads are engineered through a strategic Safe System approach to highway safety, which 
aims to design and operate Wisconsin’s transportation system so driver mistakes do not become deadly.

After reviewing this material, please test your understanding of the rules of the road by taking our Online 
Class D Driver License Practice Test. It can be found on our DMV website wisconsindmv.gov.

I encourage you, our newest driver, and all drivers, to not only drive safely for yourself, but for others on 
the road as well. 

Drive safely, 

 

Administrator, WisDOT – DMV

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/dmv.aspx


HUMAN TRAFFICKING
HAPPENS HERE. YOU CAN HELP END IT.

Human Trafficking in Wisconsin
Cases of human trafficking have been reported in all 72 counties in Wisconsin. 
This crime happens in big cities and small towns. It can happen at hotels and 
motels, truck stops, rest stops, casinos, restaurants, nail salons, farms, and more. 
Any time a person manipulates or takes advantage of someone else so they will 
work for them or provide sex acts for money, that’s human trafficking. Anyone 
under age 18 that exchanges sex acts for money or other things of value is 
considered a victim of human trafficking. 

TAKE ACTION:

Get help. If you or someone
you know is in trouble, it’s okay
to ask for help. Talk to a safe
adult or contact the National
Human Trafficking Hotline:
1-888-3737-888
or text HELP to BeFree
(233733)

Know the signs. Human
trafficking happens in plain
sight. You could spot it at a
rest stop, gas station, hotel,
restaurant, or even in your
local community. (Visit the
website below to learn more.)

Stay  safe. Traffickers often
meet their victims online while
they are pretending to be
someone else. Learn tips for
how you and your friends can
stay safe online:
love146.org/online-safety. 

Share with your friends &
family. The more people
that know about this issue,
the better we will be able to
fight it. Share what you
learn with others!
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LEARN MORE AND
GET INVOLVED HERE

www.tatnonprofit.org/youth
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It might be scary or sad to think about, but the
good news is that you can do something about it!

https://love146.org/online-safety/
https://tatnonprofit.org/youth/
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Section 1: Driving Test Requirements

Anyone who drives on Wisconsin public roads must have a valid driver license. To get a driver license 
you will need to take and pass a few tests. These requirements are below:

A. Vision Screening 

B. Highway Signs Test

C. Knowledge Test

D. Skills Test

A. Vision Screening

The vision screening tests how well you can see. The DMV or your eye doctor can complete this test. 

Wisconsin requires regular car and motorcycle applicants to have a:

 • Visual acuity of at least 20/40 in one eye (with or without corrective lenses)

 • 70-degree field of vision in each eye

If you do not pass the vision test the DMV staff will tell you what to do next. This involves going to the 
eye doctor with the Certificate of Vision Examination by Competent Authority (MV3030V/T579).

B. Highway Signs Test

The highway signs test will check to see if you know the differences between the signs used on  
the road.

You do not need to make an appointment to take this test. There are 15 questions on this test. You 
need to answer 12 questions (80%) correctly to pass the test. This manual will go through all the 
different signs you might see. You should make sure to study them all.

C. Knowledge Test

This test will make sure you know the rules of the road, motor vehicle laws and more.

You do not need to make an appointment to take this test. This test will take about 45 minutes to 
complete. Allow enough time to complete the test prior to when the DMV customer service center is 
scheduled to close. The knowledge test will include 50 questions. You need to answer 40 questions 
(80%) correctly to pass the test. 

There is a practice test on our website at this link.

1 CONTENTSCOVER

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3030v.pdf
https://widmv-practice-tests.wi.gov/class-d-driver-license


Section 1: Driving Test Requirements

D. Skills Test

The skills test is also known as the road test or driving test. This test is to make sure you know how to 
drive safely on the road. One of the DMV examiners will take you on this test. The DMV examiner will 
give you instructions like, “At the next intersection, turn left,” or “Make a Y-Turn.” 

You must make an appointment to take this test. Please visit our website to schedule this test: 
wisconsindmv.gov/roadtest

Before your test the DMV examiner will check over your car. They will make sure the car is safe to drive. 
They will check the horn, lights/signals, license plates, doors, mirrors and more. Make sure that you 
know how to use all parts of your vehicle that you may need (headlights, wipers, defrost, etc.).

You will be tested on the different driving skills below. Make sure to practice them before you take the 
skills test:

 • Turning

 • Intersections requiring you to stop

 • Approaching intersections that do not require a stop 

 • Driving in a business or residential area

 • Changing lanes

 • Maneuvers such as a Y-turn, roadside stop/start and parking 

 • Backing 

Visit DMV’s site for more information on how to prepare for the skills test.
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https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/roadtestgeneral.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/drivingskillstest.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/dmv.aspx


Section 2: Progression of Licenses

In this section you will learn about the different types of licenses that are available. The licenses we are 
going to look at are for a car or light truck (Class D license or non-commercial). 

To apply for a license you must visit a DMV service center. Bring these documents with you:

1. Proof of your full name and date of birth. Examples: U.S. birth certificate or passport. 

2. Proof of citizenship or legal status in the U.S. Examples: U.S. birth certificate or passport.

3. Proof of identity. Examples: Social Security card with your signature or a state issued ID card 
with your photograph. 

4. Two documents that prove you live in Wisconsin. Examples: Utility bill or financial statement 
with your name and WI address listed. 

5. Your Social Security number (SSN). You can fulfill your proof of identity requirement by 
presenting the Social Security card.

All the items above must be valid – no photocopies and not expired. You must meet physical and 
medical requirements. Before you visit the DMV, go to our website to see a full list of documents, fees 
and other requirements. 

A. Sponsorship

If you are under age 18 you must have an adult sponsor sign the Wisconsin Driver License 
(DL) Application MV3001. The sponsor accepts liability, meaning they are legally and financially 
responsible for incidents caused by the minor driving. The sponsor may remove their sponsorship 
at any time. This sponsor will sign and verify that the person under 18 years of age is enrolled 
in a school program and is not habitually truant. The sponsor will also verify driving hours at the 
probationary license phase. 

You will still need a sponsor during your probationary phase until you turn 18. 

Who may sign as a sponsor?

 • Parent, step-parent or legal guardian

 • Sponsoring parent of a foreign exchange student

3 CONTENTSCOVER

https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/cscfinder/cscsearch.do
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/dmv/shared/bds316-english.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf


Section 2: Progression of Licenses

If the teen applicant is not living with a parent or legal guardian, the following 
people may sign as a sponsor and accept liability:

 • Grandparent

 • Aunt or uncle

 • Sibling 18 years of age or older

 • Spouse 18 years of age or older

 • Foster parent

You must file proof of insurance instead of having a sponsor if you meet the  
criteria below:

 • You are under 18 years old

 • Do not have a living parent

 • Do not live with your parent(s) and are a full-time student or earning a living

 • Are a ward of the state, county or court and have been placed in a foster home or in the care of 
a religious welfare service

 • Are married and your spouse is under 18 years of age

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
HAPPENS HERE.
AS A PARENT, YOU
PLAY AN IMPORTANT
ROLE IN KEEPING YOUR
KIDS SAFE. START

HERE.

www.tatnonprofit.org/parents
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/proof-of-insurance.aspx
https://tatnonprofit.org/parents/


Section 2: Progression of Licenses

B. Instruction Permit

The instruction permit is required for someone to practice driving before taking the road test. If you 
are 18 years or older you can start by passing the knowledge test, highway signs test and the vision 
screening. 

If under 18 years old:

In addition to passing the knowledge test, highway signs test, vision screening and being at least 15 
years old, you must be enrolled in a driver education program, including the behind-the-wheel portion. 
Your behind-the-wheel school will provide you with a signed Wisconsin Driver License (DL) Application 
MV3001. You must have this completed before applying for your instruction permit.

Restrictions on the instruction permit:

The class D instruction permit holder must drive with someone else in the car. This person must have 
at least two years of licensed driving experience. This licensed driver must have a valid regular license. 
This license cannot be a probationary or occupational license. This person must ride in the passenger 
seat beside the applicant and be one of the following:

 • A qualified instructor age 19 or older, or

 • A parent, guardian or spouse age 19 or older. In addition, immediate family members of the 
applicant may ride in the back seat, or

 • A person 21 years of age or older. If the permit holder is under 18 years old, the accompanying 
licensed person is required to have written authorization from the minor’s parent or guardian prior 
to the operation of the vehicle.

Note: If you are at least 16 years of age, in addition to the licensed accompanying driver, one other 
licensed person 25 years of age or more with at least 2 years driving experience may occupy a seat in 
the vehicle other than the front seat.

If you operate a vehicle during hours of darkness, you must be accompanied by a qualified instructor 
or a licensed person 25 years of age with at least two years of licensed driving experience occupying 
the seat beside you.
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https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf


Section 2: Progression of Licenses

C. Probationary License

The first license you will receive after passing your skills/driving test at the DMV is a probationary 
license. You must be at least 16 years old. Remember that phones are not allowed while driving 
unless you need to report an emergency.

If under 18 years old:

You need to have your instruction permit for at least six months and turn 16 years old. You will need to 
provide proof that you completed a driver training/driver education program. 

Supervised driving program:

With a valid instruction permit you must practice driving for at least 40 hours during daylight and 
10 hours during darkness (50 total hours). You must drive with a qualified adult (see section B - 
restrictions on the instruction permit). While 50 hours of practice time is the minimum, more hours 
may be needed to effectively demonstrate that you are a safe driver. Your sponsor must verify that you 
have driven a total of 50 hours, 10 of which must be during hours of darkness. 

Your sponsor can visit this site for resources and skills to help teach you how to drive. Your 
sponsor can print out the driving log to keep track of your practice hours or they can download 
our RoadReady mobile app.

Restrictions on the probationary license (GDL – Graduated Driver License):

You might hear the restricted license called a graduated driver license (GDL). If you are under 18 years 
old, you will have specific restrictions on who can ride with you and the hours you can drive. These 
restrictions help reduce distractions for new drivers and limit the number of people in the car. These 
restrictions are required for the first nine months, unless you turn 18 years old before then. You do not 
need to get a new license after the GDL restrictions are complete. These restrictions are below:

From 5 a.m. to 12 p.m. (midnight), you can drive:

 • Alone and go anywhere

 • Any number of immediate family members can ride along

 •  One person who holds a valid, regular license with at least two years of licensed driving 
experience and who is:

	� A qualified instructor or spouse 19 or older, or

	� A person 21 or older

 • One other person
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https://www.edrivermanuals.com/wisconsin/
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/shared/hs303.pdf
https://www.roadreadyapp.com/


Section 2: Progression of Licenses

From 12 p.m. (midnight) to 5 a.m, you can drive:

 • Alone only IF driving between home, school and/or work. 

 • One person who holds a valid regular license with at least two years of licensed driving experience 
and who is:

	� A qualified instructor or spouse 19 or older, or

	� A person 21 or older

 • One other person

The graduated driver license restrictions will be extended six months if:

 • You are convicted of a moving traffic violation, or

 • You violate any of the restrictions, or

 • Your license is suspended or revoked for any reason 

The restrictions are similar to the permit as the points on second or future convictions double. This 
means that if you get pulled over by a police officer and issued a ticket you might get points added 
to your license. Refer to Section 11:A for more information on the point system. When these points 
add up on your driving record your license can get taken away and you cannot drive. Look on our 
website for more information.

Once you turn 18 the graduated driver license hours and passenger restrictions no longer apply. 

D. Regular Driver License

A regular driver license is the last step after the probationary license. Renewal time starts 90 days 
before your probationary license expires. Visit DMV’s online driver license renewal/replacement or 
visit a DMV service center. Renewing your drivers license needs to be done every eight years. You 
can renew your license up to a year in advance from the expiration date. You will receive a renewal 
reminder notice 45 to 60 days before your birthday in the year your driver license expires.
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/yr-frst-lcns/gdlfaqs.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/yr-frst-lcns/gdlfaqs.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/duplicate-license.aspx


Section 2: Progression of Licenses

E. Out of State Transfers

If you are new to Wisconsin and have a driver license from a different state, you are considered an out 
of state transfer. For regular out of state driver license, you should apply for a Wisconsin driver license 
within 60 days after moving. Below are some frequently asked questions: 

I have a commercial driver license (CDL) from another state, how do I transfer this 
to Wisconsin?

 • You should apply for the CDL within 30 days after moving to Wisconsin. Visit our website for more 
information on transferring your CDL.

I have a REAL ID in my previous state, will I get a REAL ID in Wisconsin?

 • No. You will need to present all acceptable documents to Wisconsin. 

Welcome to Wisconsin! Visit wisconsindmv.gov/newtowi for next steps. 

F. REAL ID

A REAL ID is identification that meets the U.S. Department of Homeland Security requirements. 
Wisconsin DMV issues REAL-ID (marked with a star ) that meets these requirements. If you plan 
to fly within the U.S., visit a military base or other federal buildings, you will be required to show 
identification that is REAL ID-compliant (or show another acceptable form of identification, such as a 
passport) beginning May 7, 2025.
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/new-res-default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/realid.aspx


Section 3: The Basics

Your safety and that of the public is very important. There are a few things you should check before 
driving your car:

 • Make sure you have your valid driver license, proof of insurance and vehicle registration 

 • Check over your car to make sure it is in good working condition

 • Fasten your seatbelt and make sure all passengers are wearing their seatbelts 

 • Adjust your seat and mirrors; make sure you can see out all your vehicle windows

A. Right-Of-Way

Vehicles or pedestrians are likely to meet where there are no traffic signals or signs. “Right-of-way” 
tells us who goes first and who must wait. Do not assume that the vehicle on the “right” goes first. 
Each situation that you come across will be different. 

Keep yourself and others safe. You must always yield to avoid hitting pedestrians, bicyclists and other 
vehicles.

You should yield right-of-way to:

 • Pedestrians, bicyclists and other drivers who are still in the intersection 

 • The bicyclist or driver who arrives first to the four-way stop 

	� If one or more driver arrives to the stop at the same time, the driver on the right goes first

 • Vehicles coming from the right when there are no signals or traffic lights  
(uncontrolled intersections)

 • Traffic that is already in a roundabout (traffic circle)

 • Cross traffic if your roadway dead ends 

 • Pedestrians using a service animal or carrying a white cane (even if they are not in the 
intersection). Stop at least ten feet away until the person is off the roadway

 • A vehicle you are passing going the same direction on the road

 • Approaching vehicles if you are making a left turn or a U-turn

 • Emergency vehicles if they are using their lights and/or sirens
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Section 3: The Basics

B. Understanding Vehicle Speed

Drive at a speed where you can always safely stop. Use the “Four Second Following Distance Rule.” 
To do this pick out a stationary object as far ahead as you can clearly see. This object could be a 
tree, sign or house. Start counting “one thousand one, one thousand two,” count to one thousand 
four. If you reach the object before you finish saying, “one thousand four,” you are going too fast. Add 
a second for every adverse condition such as heavier traffic, rain, snow and/or ice.

Speed limits:

Speed limits are the fastest speed you are allowed to drive in the area you are in. These signs are on 
the side of most roads. It is illegal to go over the speed limit that is on the sign. You cannot drive over 
the speed limit to pass other vehicles. Drive in the far-right lane of a multi-lane road if you are driving 
slower than most traffic.

Racing and driving recklessly are not allowed and are illegal. Be alert and make sure to scan the road 
for the speed limit sign. Unless otherwise posted, the speed limit in residential areas is 25 miles per 
hour. The normal speed limit in a school zone when children are present is 15 miles per hour. 

The maximum speed limit in outlying parts of cities and villages with no posted speed limit is 45mph.

Although the speed limit is considered the maximum speed, you may need to go slower depending 
on visibility and road conditions. 

Going too fast or too slow could cause a crash. Going too slow can cause vehicles to back up 
behind you and cause a crash. In both instances you could be given a ticket by police.

Adjust to traffic:

Try to keep the same speed as others on the road. Passing other vehicles on the road could cause a 
crash. When you merge with traffic try to enter at the same speed that the traffic is currently moving. 
Avoid forcing another driver to change speed or direction because of you merging. 

High-speed roadways such as a highway have an acceleration lane (on-ramp) with an entrance 
ramp. In the acceleration lane you will speed up as you merge with the traffic flow. This allows other 
cars that are already in the flow of traffic to slow down or move over so you can merge with them. It 
is your responsibility to find a safe gap in traffic to legally merge. 

In the deceleration lane (off-ramp) traffic slows down, this is where you will gradually slow down as 
well. Check your surroundings when you enter or leave traffic.

10 CONTENTSCOVER



Section 3: The Basics

Changing speed for conditions:

Change your speed for road and traffic conditions. The faster your car is going, the more distance it 
will take to turn, slow or stop the car.

To have better control of your vehicle, the driver needs to be able to see 10 to 15 seconds ahead of 
their vehicle.

Slow down to navigate the roads and conditions below:

 • Curved roads or hills

 • When it starts to rain, snow or hail

	� Try to avoid driving if the roads are icy

 • Parking lots, shopping malls and downtown areas

 • Schools, playgrounds and residential neighborhoods

 • Heavy traffic

C. Intersections

Intersections are where traffic merges or crosses. This includes cross streets, driveways, parking lot 
entrances and railroad crossings. Look to your left and right before you enter an intersection.

Check to make sure there are no other vehicles or pedestrians in the intersection. Look across the 
intersection to see if there is a clear path to where you would like to go. If you cannot see, move 
forward with caution. It is important to have control of your vehicle and be able to brake if needed, 
this is most important when there are no control signals or signs.

Trees, buildings and parked vehicles can block the view at intersections. Approach a blocked 
intersection at a slow pace. 

Some drivers do not obey or notice traffic signals or signs. Be alert by searching left, right and left 
again before going through the intersection even if you have the right-of-way. Cross as few lanes of 
traffic as possible.
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D. Stopping

It is important to be alert while driving. This will help you see what is ahead of you so that you can 
start to slow down. If you stop your car with no warning this could be very dangerous. This could 
cause you to lose control of the car or someone behind you to hit you. By slowing down earlier you 
can make a more gradual and safer stop.

Do not coast while driving, this means putting your car in the neutral position. Stay in “gear” so that 
you can have full control over your vehicle. 

E. Sight Distance Rule

To have better control of your vehicle, the driver needs to be able to see ahead of their vehicle. If 
you cannot see 10 to 15 seconds ahead, you must slow down so you have better control of your 
vehicle in the traffic environment. Be aware of what is around you while you are driving. This will 
help you know what to look out for and see if any unexpected objects or hazards are up ahead. 
Check all your mirrors while you are driving. 

 • Look left and right, ahead and behind you by using your rearview mirror.

Watch for railroad crossings. Do not assume a train is not coming down the tracks. Stop before the 
crossing, look both ways and listen for the train. Look ahead to see if there is room for your car on the 
opposite side of the crossing. 

Do not look at drivers that have been pulled over or other roadside activity. This could cause a crash.

F. Space Between Vehicles

It is important to give plenty of space to other vehicles. Remember to give space all around your 
vehicle. Give extra space to large vehicles so you can see around them and they can see you. If a 
vehicle is driving right next to you on a roadway move ahead or move behind the vehicle when it is 
safe. This will keep space all around your vehicle. 

Space in front:

Use the “four second following distance rule” as explained previously when you are driving behind 
someone. Giving enough room in front of you is very important.
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You might need to give additional seconds of space in front of you if:

 • The roads are slippery, icy or covered in snow

 • The driver behind wants to pass you

 • You are following trucks, buses, vans, large vehicles, motorcycles or bicycles

 • You have a heavy load or trailer

 • Someone else is following you too closely

 • There are emergency vehicles ahead of you

 • You come across a railroad crossing

 • You stop on a hill or incline

Space behind:

It is not easy to keep space behind you. Check your rearview mirror every 6 to 8 seconds to see if 
someone is following too closely (tailgating). If someone is tailgating you, slowly reduce your speed. 
This should encourage them to drive around you. 

Give extra space to someone who cannot see behind their vehicle. You can help a driver behind you 
by keeping a steady speed and signaling in advance when you need to slow down or turn.

Try to find a safe place out of traffic if you need to stop to pick up or let off passengers. Drive in the 
far-right lane of multi-lane roads if you are driving slower than most traffic. Pull over to the side of the 
road so that others can pass on the left.

Space to cross:

When you cross traffic and multi-lane roads make sure there is enough room to get all the way 
across. Look ahead, check your surroundings and be ready to stop. Do not cross traffic until it is safe 
to do so. Check for other vehicles and pedestrians before you cross traffic.
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G. Turning

Make sure to check your mirrors, surroundings and blind spot before turning. It is important to stay in 
your lane, signal that you are going to turn and yield the right-of-way. 

Last second changes are unsafe and could cause a crash. When you are ready to turn onto a side 
road or a driveway make sure to check your mirrors and vehicles behind you. 

Stay in your lane while you make your turn and do not change lanes while turning. Do not cross over 
the center line when you turn. Leave extra space to large vehicles such as trucks and buses as they 
may cross the center line during a turn.

Left turn:

Check your mirrors and look ahead to make sure your path is clear. Keep close to the center line. 
Check for pedestrians crossing on the left. Slowly approach the intersection and wait about halfway in 
the intersection. Make sure to leave room for oncoming traffic to turn in front of you. 

If you must wait for traffic to pass, keep your steering wheel straight. This is to keep you and 
others safe. If you turn your wheel to the left and someone hits you from behind, you will be pushed 
into oncoming traffic. It is important to keep your steering wheel, vehicle wheels and vehicle straight. 
Turn left when it is safe to do so.

Below is an example of completing a left turn:

14 CONTENTSCOVER



Section 3: The Basics

U-Turn:

A U-turn is when you make one smooth U-shaped motion so that you end up traveling in the opposite 
direction. It can be very dangerous to complete this turn. This turn is allowed at some intersections 
and is sometimes needed. 

Make sure to check all your mirrors and for traffic if you would like to make this turn. Check for any 
sign that tells you not to make a U-turn. You can make a U-turn in any rural two-lane highway if it is 
done safely and you do not interfere with traffic. 

Below is an example of completing a U-turn:
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Multiple turn lanes:

Some roads have more than one lane to turn from. Make sure to look ahead to see what lane you 
need to end up in after the intersection. If you start turning from the left-most lane you should end up 
in the left-most lane. If you are in the middle lane you need to end up in the middle lane of the street 
you are turning onto. Be aware and alert to other drivers.

To turn right off a four-lane roadway, you must turn from the lane nearest the right curb or edge of 
the roadway.

Below is an example of completing a left turn with multiple turn lanes: 
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Y-Turn:

This turn should only be used in residential areas on streets that are too narrow for a U-turn. You will 
also need to use this on the driving exam to show your driving skill and judgement. Remember to 
check your surroundings for each step below:

1. Signal right. Check for traffic to the right and in your mirrors. Pull as far right as possible. Stop. 

2. Signal left. Check your blind spot. Turn left to the opposite curb. Stop. 

3. Look behind you, over your right shoulder. Reverse your car enough so that you can move 
forward again. Stop. 

4. Check traffic to the left and right. Pull forward and proceed in your lane of traffic.

H. Passing

Passing is when you go around another vehicle. You can use a paved shoulder to go around 
someone only if they are stopped or making a left turn. The lane farthest on the left of a multi-lane 
road is used for vehicles to go around slower ones. 

If you pass someone on the right, they might not be able to see you and this could cause a crash.  
If someone is trying to pass you, stay in your lane and slow down.

Changing lanes:

Before you move to another lane you need to make sure the road is clear. Remember to use your turn 
signal before changing lanes. Move one lane at a time. Check over the shoulder in the direction you 
are changing lanes. If moving to the left lane, check over your left shoulder. If moving to the right lane, 
check over your right shoulder. These two areas that you check over your shoulder are called “blind 
spots.” You cannot see these areas by only looking in your mirrors. 
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When to pass:

Be safe when passing another vehicle. There might not be enough time to pass several vehicles at 
once or the one in front of you. Pass only one vehicle at a time on the left side. Do not stay in the 
passing lane, move safely back to your lane. You cannot go over the speed limit to pass another 
vehicle on the road. 

Do not pass a vehicle unless there is enough room in front of the vehicle you want to pass. Other 
vehicles do not have to move to let you pass. Once you see both headlights of the vehicle you just 
passed in your rearview mirror it is safe to return to the driving lane. 

I. Backing

It is hard to see behind your vehicle. Try to do as little backing up as possible. When backing up is 
necessary move slowly. Back up no faster than a slow walk. Do not only depend on your mirrors and 
backup camera when backing up. 

Turn your body and look behind you and out of your windows. When possible, use a person outside 
of your car to help you back up. When you are done backing up scan left and right before moving 
back into traffic. 

If you miss your exit or turn on a road, do not back up. Go on to the next exit and re-enter the 
road to get back to the exit you missed. 

J. Parking

You are responsible for making sure your vehicle is not a hazard when it is parked. Be sure to park 
far enough from any travel lane to avoid interfering with traffic. This is normally on the far-right side of 
the road. 

Parking is not allowed where there are yellow markings on the curb or in front of fire hydrants. Make 
sure there are no “No Parking” signs where you are planning to park. Parking should be done at 
a very low speed to avoid crashes. Put your vehicle in (P) PARK (or in gear if you have a manual 
transmission) and set the parking brake. 
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Hill parking:

If you are parked uphill with a curb, you will turn your wheels all the way to the left before you put your 
car in park. If you are parked uphill without a curb, you will turn your wheels all the way to the right 
before you put your car in park. If you are parked downhill, you will move your wheels all the way to 
the right. Set your emergency brake. 

DOWN
HILL

UP
HILL

Parallel parking:

Parallel parking is used to park in-between vehicles. While parking make sure to watch out for traffic, 
pedestrians and fixed objects. Find a parking space that is about 3-6 feet longer than your vehicle.

Below are steps on how to parallel park:

1. Put your turn signal on. Stop evenly with the vehicle ahead of where you want to park. Stop about 
2 feet away from it. 

2. Turn your wheel all the way to the side and slowly move backward. If you are parking on the left 
side of the road turn your wheel to the left. If you are parking on the right side of the road turn 
your wheel to the right. 
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3. Once your front door passes the back bumper of the vehicle you are parking behind, straighten your 
wheel. Continue to drive slowly straight back.

4. When your vehicle’s bumper is clear of the vehicle in front, turn your wheel sharply in the opposite 
direction. Slowly back up your vehicle until you are parallel with the curb.

5. Straighten your wheels again. You should be about a foot away from the curb and at least 2 feet 
away from the vehicle in front of you and behind you.

K. Communication

It is important to let other drivers know you are there and what you plan to do on the road. To do this 
you can use your headlights, brakes, turn signals, hazards and give space to cars in front and behind 
you. Emotions can have a great effect on your ability to drive safely. Do not drive if you are very 
worried, excited, afraid, angry or depressed.

The horn:

A horn is used to help prevent a crash. It is a way of signaling to another driver that you are there. A light 
tap on the horn should be enough to signal to another driver to get their attention on the road. You can 
push hard on your horn to warn someone if you are going to hit them or they are going to hit you. 
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Low Beams (Headlights):

 • Help you see others and others see you

 • Most vehicles have an automatic setting for the low beams/headlights. Make sure you know 
how to manually operate these even if they are automatic. 

 • Check your low beams/headlights settings to make sure they are on when you need them

 • You must use your low beams/headlights when:

1. You cannot see a vehicle or person that is 500 feet (about one block) away 

2. It is rainy, snowy or foggy 

3. It is a half hour past sunset to half hour before sunrise

4. You are using your windshield wipers 

High Beams (Brights): 

 • Let you see twice as far as low beams/headlights

 • Go back to your low beams/headlights when a vehicle comes toward you

 • If someone is driving toward you and forgets to turnoff their brights, look toward the 
right side of the road

 • You can use your high beams/brights when:

1. There are no vehicles coming toward you

2. You are in an unfamiliar place or construction area

Parking Lights should only be used when you are parked and idling.

Turn signal:

A turn signal lets others know where you plan on going and gives time to respond. It is important to 
use your turn signal before you make a turn or switch lanes. Before you move your vehicle, turn on 
your turn signal, check around you and then make your move. 

If you are turning at an intersection, you should start signaling about three seconds before the turn. 
If you are turning after an intersection, start signaling once you cross the intersection. 

You can use hand signals if your car does not have turn signals or it is hard for others to see your turn 
signals. If you would like to turn left, point your hand out the driver side window, straight. If you would 
like to turn right, bend your elbow and point your hand up. If you are stopping or slowing down point 
your hand to the ground. 
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In this section we will talk about road signs. Police, school crossing guards and other workers 
sometimes use them. You must follow their directions even if they are different from the traffic light or 
sign on the road.

A. Warning

These signs are yellow with black lettering or symbols. Most are diamond shaped. They warn you 
about a special situation or that a hazard is ahead. Below are some common signs you will see. 

Intersection / Cross Road – A place where two or more roads cross. 

Divided Highway – Two lanes where the traffic is going in opposite directions on the 
highway. The traffic ahead will come across a physical barrier such as a guardrail.

Slippery When Wet – The road ahead might be slippery.  
Slow down when you see this sign. 

Signal Ahead – Stop lights are ahead. Be ready to slow down and stop.

Deer Crossing – In these areas deer are very likely to cross the road.  
Be alert. 

Sharp Turn – This sign can show a left or right arrow.  
Be ready to slow down when you are turning on this road. 

Lane Ends – This sign can show a right or left lane ending. Move to the other lane 
when it is safe to do so. 
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Below are some more warning signs you might see on the road. 

Merge – This sign can show a right or left lane merge. Make sure to move over to the 
next lane when it is safe to do so.

Hill – You will see this sign when there is a hill ahead.  
Slow down if needed to stay safe.

2-Way Traffic – You will see this sign when you are leaving a one-way 
roadway and entering a roadway with opposing traffic. 

Curved Road – The road will slowly move to the right or left. Slow down if needed to 
safely drive on this road. 

Stop Ahead – There is a stop sign ahead. Slow down so that you can safely stop. 
This sign will have an arrow and the shape of the stop sign below the arrow.

Roundabout Ahead – The diamond contains a counterclockwise symbol. The 
rectangle below says, “Roundabout Ahead.”

Pedestrian Crossing – The sign shows a pedestrian in the main diamond and 
an arrow in the rectangular sign below. This arrow indicates where the crossing 
is. Yield to crossing pedestrians.

School Crossing, School Zone (May be fluorescent green or yellow) – This 
sign shows pedestrians in the main sign and an arrow below. This is specific to 
school zones and crossings. Yield to crossing pedestrians. 
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B. Regulatory

These signs are square, rectangle or a special shape. They can be white or red with black, red, white 
or green lettering and symbols. The sign will tell you the rules of the road. 

Below are examples of the signs you will see on the road:

 

No Turn – The sign will point in the direction you are not allowed to turn to.

No U-turn – You cannot make a U-turn. 

DO NOT

ENTER

Do Not Enter – You cannot enter. This is used on exit ramps going the 
wrong direction or one-way streets. 

Speed Limit – This indicates the maximum speed you can drive in good 
driving conditions.

Reduced Speed Ahead – This means that you should slow down. There 
might be a curb or slippery road ahead. 

SCHOOL

SPEED
LIMIT

15
WHEN

CHILDREN
 ARE  PRESENT

Speed Limit in a School Zone – When children are visible you cannot go 
over the speed listed.

Keep Right – A traffic island or obstacle divides the road ahead. 

ONLY

Left Lane | Right Lane Sign – The dot with the left turn only indicates the 
center of the roundabout. The line on the sign indicates the different lanes. In 
this example you can only use the left lane to turn left or make a U-turn. You 
would use the right lane to go straight or turn right. 
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Regulatory signs continued below:

ONLY ONLY

Left Lane | Middle Lane | Right Lane Sign  – There are three signs, 
which means there are three lanes of traffic. In this example the far-
left lane is used to go left or stay straight. The middle lane is to go 
straight. The right lane is to turn right.

ONLY

Left Lane | Right Lane Sign – In this example the far-left lane is 
used to only turn left. The right lane is to turn left or go straight. 

Stop – This sign has eight sides and is red with white letters. You 
must come to a complete stop and wait until your path is clear before 
continuing. 

Slow Moving Vehicle – A triangle shaped sign with reflective orange 
markings. This vehicle could travel at 25 mph or less.

Yield – A downward pointing red and white triangle with red letters. 
This means you must slow down and yield right-of-way to traffic. 

NO
PASSING
ZONE

No Passing Zone – A yellow pennant with black lettering. You are 
not allowed to pass any vehicle in the no passing zone.

RESERVED
PARKING

THIS  SPACE

VEHICLES  WITH DIS
OR DIS VET PLATES

OR STATE DISABLED CARD

Reserved Parking Only – You are only able to park here if you hold 
a valid disabled parking identification permit or valid disabled license 
plate. Click on the title for more information on how to obtain this 
permit or license plate. 
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C. Construction

These signs are for construction, maintenance or emergency workers. They are an orange diamond 
or rectangle. The lettering and symbols are black. These signs warn you about people working on or 
near the road. 

You will often see orange signs, cones and flags around these work areas. This is your signal to slow 
down. Traffic fines double in these areas. You can only use your cellphone in a construction zone if 
you are reporting an emergency.

Below are some examples of signs you might see on the road:

Road Workers Ahead – Road workers are up ahead. Make sure to slow down or 
move over. 

Road Construction Flagger Ahead – A worker with a sign or a flag. You must 
follow their directions.

ROAD
WORK
 AHEAD

1000 FT
1  M I L E

Road Work Ahead – The sign will tell you how far up ahead the construction 
work is. Make sure to slow down or move over.

Tailgating IS A 
LEADING CAUSE OF
WORK ZONE CRASHESKEEP A SAFE DISTANCE

Slow down, be patient
#SafeWorkZonesForAll

26 CONTENTSCOVER

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/safety/education/workzone/default.aspx


Section 4: Signs

D. Destination

Destination signs are square or rectangular. They are green or brown with white lettering. They 
show directions and distance to different places. They can show you directions to cities, states 
and airports. They can also show you how to get to parks, historical areas or museums.

See some examples of these signs below:

WEST

Madison

Destination – These signs show the city, state and direction you 
are going to travel. 

This example shows the city location of Madison. You can take 
interstate 94 going west to get to Madison. 

E X I T
Exit – These signs tell you which way the exit is. The arrow will 
show which direction the exit is located. 

This example shows the exit sign with the arrow pointing to the 
right. The exit lane would be located on the right.

WEST

Bennett
Rd

East
St

Roundabout Exits – This sign is for roundabouts. It shows you 
which road you will be on when you exit the roundabout. 

This example shows that if you exit right, you will be on “East 
Street.”

MADISON YARDS WAY
Street Name Sign – These signs tell you the name of the road. 
They are located on almost every corner. The sign will be posted 
on top of a silver pole facing the road they are named after.

1  M ILE

Perrot
State Park

Brown Destination Signs – They show information about fun or 
beautiful places. Some signs show how many miles it will take you 
to get to the location listed on the sign.
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E. Service

Service signs are square or rectangular. They are blue with white letters or symbols. They show you 
how to get to different services nearby. Some services might include camping or a hospital. Some 
disabled access signs are white with green letters with a blue background. 

See some of the examples of these signs below:

Access for the Disabled – This sign shows you where there is access for the 
disabled. 

Access to the Hospital – This sign shows you which direction the hospital is 
located. 

F. Mile Marker

These signs are also known as reference markers or enhancement reference signs. They are tall, thin 
rectangular blue or green signs with white lettering. These signs help you locate where you are on the 
road. They improve emergency response times to highway incidents.

Each mile marker includes the direction of travel, route number and mile number. They are at every 
one to two-tenths of a mile. You can find them on the right side of the road or in the median.

See the example below of one of these mile markers:

WEST

MILE
216
.2

12
West bound

US 
Highway 12

Mile 216.2
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G. Route Number

This sign shape and color changes depending on the type of road you are traveling on. These signs 
help you navigate the routes to get to your destination. 

Below are examples of the signs you might see:

A
COUNTY

County Road – The county sign is rectangular with rounded edges. It is white with 
black lettering. 

151 U.S. Route – The U.S. roadway looks like a police badge. It is normally grey or 
white with black lettering. These roads are a network or roads and highways  
within the United States. 

00 State Road – The sign looks like a milk jug with a spout at the bottom. This sign is 
white with black lettering.

94
INTERSTATE

Interstate Highway – This sign looks like a shield with red on top and blue on the 
bottom. It has white lettering.
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H. Railroad Crossing

The railroad crossing signs warn you that a train might be close. Never try to beat a train across the 
tracks. Do not stop on the tracks. Do not cross the tracks if there is not room on the other side. Do 
not shift gears while crossing the railroad tracks. Before you cross railroad tracks make sure to look 
both ways, even if the railroad signs are not flashing. 

Some signs may have a “Tracks out-of-service” sign across them. This means that the tracks are no 
longer in use. An “Exempt” sign means certain vehicles are not required to stop before crossing.

Remember that trains are large, heavy and moving faster than they seem. Below are examples of 
signs you will see on the road:

R R
Railroad Crossing Warning – This sign is round with a yellow background. It 
has an “X” symbol with black lettering.

This means that there is a railroad crossing. Be alert and make sure to watch for 
a train. 

RAIL
   ROADC

RO
S S I N

G

3
TRACKS

Train Approaching – This sign has the crossbuck with the lettering of 
“Railroad Crossing” and the number of tracks is listed. There could be more 
than one track to cross. 

There are blinking lights that flash when a train is coming on the tracks in either 
direction. Wait until the lights stop flashing and the track is clear to continue.

RAIL
   ROADC

RO
S S I N

G

3
TRACKS

Yield to Train – This sign is white, X-shaped or “crossbuck” with “Railroad 
Crossing” on it. The number of tracks is listed under this. There is a Yield sign 
posted below this. 

You must yield to trains that are crossing. 
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Railroad crossing sign examples continued below:

Report Problem or Emergency – This sign is blue with white lettering. This 
sign is at every highway-railroad crossing. It shows a phone number to report 
unsafe conditions.

Examples: A vehicle is stuck on the railroad tracks or the railroad warning light 
isn’t working.

3
TRACKS

Number of Tracks – Crossings with more than one train track will often post a 
sign showing the number of tracks they have. Not all crossings with more than 
one train track will have these signs. It is important to check for more than one 
track before crossing. 

Before crossing double railroad tracking you should wait until the train is 
far away so you can see the tracks are clear.

Train Gate – This will lower when a train is coming. Do not drive 
around the gate or under a raising or lowering gate. 

Some have a horn and lights that will sound. Do not cross until the 
bell or horn has stopped. 

OLI.ORG
#RAILSAFETYEDUCATION

YOU CAN
STOP TRACK
TRAGEDIES.
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This section will help you learn the traffic signals that are at most intersections. Signals help keep the 
traffic flowing. You will also learn about different lines on the road. These lines tell you when you can pass 
other vehicles, when there are curves on the road and if you are close to a curb.

A. Traffic Signals

Traffic signals are lights that tell you when and where to stop or go. They are usually at intersections. 
The lights are red (top), yellow (middle) and green (bottom). A lot of intersections in the country have a 
single yellow or red light.

If a traffic light loses power or is not working right, proceed as if the signal were a stop sign. If you see 
a police officer directing traffic, make sure to follow their directions.

Below are examples of the different traffic lights you will see:

Red Lights

Steady Red – Come to a full stop. You must wait until the traffic light turns green 
and there is no cross traffic. You can turn right on red if it is safe to do so and there 
is no sign prohibiting it. You may turn left on red if you are turning from a one-way 
on to a one-way street. 

When turning on red you need to stop first, yield to all traffic and then proceed 
staying in your lane.

Flashing Red – You must come to a full stop. You may go when it is safe to do so.

Steady Red Arrow – You must come to a full stop and wait for the light to turn 
green. 

Flashing Red Arrow – You must come to a full stop. You may go when it is safe to 
do so.
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Yellow Lights

Steady Yellow – The light is about to change to red. You must slow down and 
stop before entering the intersection. If you are in the intersection when the 
yellow light comes on, do not stop. You can continue through the intersection. 

Flashing Yellow – Slow down, check for cross traffic and proceed with caution. 

Steady Yellow Arrow – The light is about to change to red. You should stop if it 
is safe to do so.

Flashing Yellow Arrow – Yield first before turning and proceed with caution.

Green Lights

Steady Green – You can go through the intersection.  
You must yield to emergency vehicles and others as required by law. 

If you are stopped and then the light turns green, you must allow cross traffic to 
clear before you can go ahead. 

If you are turning left, a steady green light means you may turn, but only when it 
is safe to do so. Oncoming traffic has the right-of-way. 

Steady Green Arrow – You can turn in the direction of the arrow. There should 
be no oncoming or crossing traffic while the arrow is green. Remember to watch 
for pedestrians. 
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B. Types of Line Markings

Line markings and symbols on the roadways divide it into lanes. They tell you when you can pass or 
change lanes and which lanes you can use for turns. Line colors tell you if you are on a one-way or 
two-way roadway. 

Edge and Lane Lines

Edge and Lane Lines – A solid white line indicates the right edge of the traffic 
lane. 

A solid or dashed yellow line indicates the left edge of the traffic lanes going in  
your direction. 

White Lane Lines

White Dashed Line  – These divide lanes of traffic going in the same direction. 
You can cross this line when it is safe. A white arrow shows what direction you 
need to go.

Solid White Line  – A solid white line between lanes means you cannot cross.  
You can only cross if there is a hazard or you are turning within the next block.
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Yellow Lane Lines

Solid Yellow Lines  – These lines separate traffic going in opposite directions.  
Two solid yellow lines means that no lane of travel can pass.

Exceptions: You can cross the line if you turn into a driveway and it is safe to do 
so. You can pass a vehicle going less than half the speed limit if it is safe, except 
if it is farm equipment. 

Dashed Yellow Line  – This means you may pass other vehicles when it is safe to 
do so. Watch for other traffic if you choose to pass.

Dashed and Solid Yellow Lines  – This means you may pass if you are on the 
dashed side of the line. If you are on the solid side of the line, you may not pass. 

Some passing zones have signs that tell you where you can and cannot pass. 

Crosswalk  – A crosswalk is for pedestrians to walk safely across the intersection. 
Pedestrians may be given signals for when they can safely cross. Your front 
wheels should stop just before the solid white line. Do not stop on the crosswalk. 

Crosswalks are normally at intersections but can sometimes be in the middle of a 
street or block.
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C. Special Lanes

Special lanes are exclusive lanes that you will drive in around Wisconsin. It is important to practice 
driving in these lanes. 

Below are the different special lanes you will see while driving:

Shared Center Lane

This lane is only for vehicles turning left or making a U-turn. Vehicles can 
use this lane going in either direction. There are yellow left turn symbols 
marking which direction you can turn. 

Solid yellow and dashed lines are in each lane. You can pass the solid line 
when you want to make the left turn or make a U-turn. Be sure you enter 
the lane only if it is safe to do so.

Reversible Lane

Lane 2Lane 1 Lane 3

Reversible lanes have different operational hours for each lane. Each lane 
has double dashed yellow lines. Special lights tell you which lanes you can 
use when you are driving.

• Red “X” – Lane is closed

• Green “arrow” – Lane is open

•  Yellow “X” – Lane is changing. Move to a Green “arrow” lane

In this example the blue car in lane 1 would see a green arrow coming 
from their lane. But it is closed to oncoming traffic right now. The two cars 
in lanes 2 and 3 have green arrows so they can drive in these lanes. 
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Reserved Lanes

Reserved Lanes are for special vehicles only. These signs often have a white diamond posted at the 
side of the sign and on the roadway. It is illegal to travel in one of these lanes unless operating that type 
of vehicle. You can travel in this lane if you need to turn across the reserved lane in the next half of a 
block. If there is a bicyclist in the lane move behind them and make your turn once it is safe to do so.

See below for examples of the road signs and road markings:

BUSES
ONLY

Buses Only  – This lane is only for buses. 

BIKES
ONLY

Bikes Only  – This lane is only for bikes. 

BUSES AND
4 RIDER

CAR POOLS ONLY

MON–FRI6AM–9AM

Buses and 4 Rider Car Pools Only  – This lane is for buses and car pools 
only. Some signs show the hours and days you can drive in this lane. 

Example: There must be four people in the car. You can only drive between 
6 a.m. and 9 a.m., Monday through Friday. Buses are also allowed to drive in 
this lane.

ONLY

BUS

Bus Lane Only or Bike Lane Only  – Only buses or bikes can drive in this 
lane. Bus or bike lanes might be painted in different colors (ex. Red, green, 
gray). Follow the markings on street lettering and posted signage.
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Flex Lane

Some highways allow you to use the paved shoulder as a travel lane. Signage will tell you when you 
can use this lane as a “flex lane.” A solid yellow line separates this special lane. Traffic volumes and 
special events dictate when this lane is open.

If there is an incident along the flex lane route, the yellow and red X’s will tell drivers to merge into the 
next lane. No large trucks can drive in the flex lane. 

Below is an example of what the flex lane looks like on the roadway and the signage you will see:

Outside Shoulder

General Purpose

General Purpose

General Purpose

Flex Lane / Shoulder

Barrier Wall

Green Arrow  – The lane is open and can be used.

Yellow X  – The lane is closing. You need to merge to the general-purpose lanes 
(normal lanes).  

Red X  – The lane is closed and cannot be used.

Merge Sign  – This is the end of the flex lane. Merge to the general-purpose lanes 
(normal lanes).  

SHOULDER USE
PERMITTED ON
GREEN ARROW

ONLY
MERGE ON YELLOW

Regulatory Signage  – This sign gives you general directions on how to use the flex 
lane. You will see this posted next to the flex lane signs.  
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In this section we will go through different driving situations. It is important to always be alert while 
driving and yield the right-of-way when necessary.

A. Roundabouts (Traffic Circles)

Roundabouts or traffic circles are a safer and more efficient traffic flow option. Traffic moves 
counterclockwise. Look at the signs above you as you get to the roundabout. This will tell you what 
lane you need to be in. Generally, the left lane is marked for turning left. Travel in the right lane to take 
the next right turn and the middle lane to go straight.

As you reach the roundabout follow the steps below:

 • Slow down

 • Yield to pedestrians and bicycles

 • Yield to traffic on your left that is already in the roundabout

 • Yield to semitrucks

 • Enter the roundabout when there is a safe gap in traffic

 • Keep your speed low and stay in your lane

 • As you reach your exit, turn on your right turn signal and exit

If there is no traffic in the roundabout, you do not need to wait to enter. Do not switch lanes while you 
are in the roundabout. 

When emergency vehicles, with their sirens on, enter a roundabout you need to yield to them. If you 
have not entered the roundabout, pull over and allow emergency vehicles to pass. If you are already in 
the roundabout, safely exit at the next right, then pull over. Avoid stopping in the roundabout.

See the one-lane roundabout example on the next page.
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ONE WAY

Crosswalk:  
Yield to pedestrians 

Driving a one-lane roundabout

Yield to all traf�c before entering a roundabout!

Oak Street

Oak Street

Traffic goes
counterclockwise
in a roundabout

Maple Avenue

Maple Avenue

Pedestrians

Bicycles
Bicyclists can go
▪ Through the roundabout
▪ Or use the crosswalk

▪ Pedestrians at the 
curb side look left
for oncoming traf�c
before crossing

▪ Pedestrians in the 
crosswalk island area
look right for oncoming
traf�c before crossing
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Below is an example of a two-lane roundabout:

Crosswalk: 
Yield to pedestrians 

Lane choice is critical at roundabouts

Choose your lane and yield to all traf�c in both lanes before entering roundabout!

ONE
WAY

 

Left turns/U-turns: 
use left lane

Right turns: 
use right lane

Going straight: 
follow the pavement

markings, arrows or signs

Bicyclists can continue

▪ Through the roundabout
taking the travel lane, or

▪ May exit the roadway
and use the crosswalk

Bicycles

Traffic goes
counterclockwise
in a roundabout

Pedestrians
▪ Pedestrians at the 

curb side look left
for oncoming traf�c
before crossing

▪ Pedestrians within the 
crosswalk island area
look right for oncoming
traf�c before crossing

▪Right lane is for
right turns only

▪Left lane is for
left turns, U-turns
or through traf�c only

▪Right lane is for
right turns or through
traf�c only

▪Left lane is for
left turns, U-turns
or through traf�c only

▪Right lane is for 
right turns or 
through traf�c only

▪Left lane is for
left turns or 
U-turns only

Black and 
white signs
▪At the side of the road

Oak Street

Oak Street

Maple Avenue

Maple Avenue

ONE WAY

B. Metered Ramps

Some freeway entrance ramps have traffic signals. This helps evenly space the number of vehicles 
merging on to the freeway. This reduces the congestion on the freeway and at the entrance ramp.  
The ramp is metered when the sign “Ramp Metered When Flashing” is on.

You should pull completely up to the white stop line so your tires will trigger the sensors in the 
pavement. Each lane has its own traffic signal. When your signal turns green you may go and merge 
with traffic. If you disobey a ramp signal, you can be ticketed. 
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C. Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI)

This special road guides drivers smoothly through different exits and entrances. This road helps with 
safety, gets rid of crowding and lowers the cost for new roads. Follow the signs, signals and road 
markings. Click on the title for more information. 

The DDIs in Wisconsin are located at:

 • I-39/90 and WIS 11/Avalon Road interchange, south of Janesville

 • WIS 441 and Oneida Street interchange, Appleton

 • I-39/90 and WIS 26/Milton Avenue interchange, Janesville

 • I-39/90 and WIS 81 interchange, Beloit

D. Traffic Stops

The top priority of law enforcement is the safety and well-being of the public. If pulled over, police will 
see if there is a possible incident, crime or minor violation of law.

If stopped by law enforcement you should:

 • Pull off to the right-hand side of the road when you see emergency lights flashing

 • Put your vehicle in park, turn off your car and radio

 • Stay in your vehicle and keep your seatbelt on
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 • Roll down your window

 • Put your hands on the top of the steering wheel in plain sight

 • Do not make any sudden movements or reach for things around you

 • Do not argue if given a ticket. You will have an opportunity in front of a judge or court to express 
concerns.

Stay calm and follow the officers’ directions. You will get back on your way as soon as possible. 

E. Watch for Deer

Deer are the most active in the sunset to sunrise hours. Scan the road and watch for the reflection 
of your headlights in the eyes of deer. If you see their eyes, slow down. Use your horn and be ready 
to stop. 

Watch for more than one deer. Deer are usually in rural areas, but they do wander into towns or even 
cities. Deer may cross anywhere, at any time.

If you hit a deer, follow the steps below:

 • Check to make sure your vehicle is still safe to drive

 • Record the time, place and incident for insurance and crash reporting

 • If you hit a deer, you can keep it. If you do not want it, the next motorist can keep it. 

 • Call the police so they can issue a tag for the deer. You will need to call them if you do not want 
the deer to let them know where it is.

F. Funeral Processions

A funeral procession is a way of traveling with the deceased. This procession is from a funeral 
home or a place of worship to a cemetery or a crematorium. The first vehicle in the line must follow 
traffic signs and signals. Vehicles in the line must have their headlights on. Do not cut into the line or 
interfere with the funeral line.

43 CONTENTSCOVER



Section 7: Driving Conditions

In this section we will talk about the different hazards you might encounter while on the road. Plan 
ahead before you head out on the road. Stay home if the roads look icy or unsafe. Check your vehicle 
before leaving. 

Tires that have a lot of wear on them are called “bald tires.” Bald tires reduce traction and increase 
stopping distance. This can be dangerous in bad weather. 

A. Reduced Visibility

When there is reduced visibility, vehicles may appear to be moving slower than they actually. At night 
it is also harder to judge distance and speed of oncoming traffic. 

Fog, rain or other conditions with low visibility are very hard to drive in. Drive at a lower speed and be 
ready to stop. Reduce your speed and use your headlights so you can see better. 

B. Severe Weather

Some road surfaces are slippery, icy, snow covered or have heavy rain. In all these situations, it is 
best to stay off the road and not drive. It is important to remember that in severe weather bridges and 
overpasses freeze before the rest of the roadway. The best option is to slow down and stay alert. To 
keep control of your vehicle, make sure to avoid rapid braking or sudden sharp turns. 

If your car does not have Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS), gently pump the brakes. This will help your 
car from skidding or sliding on slippery roads.

Spotting slippery/icy roads:

 • Shady spots, overpasses and bridges on cold wet days

 • When the temperature is around the freezing point 

 • Pavement when it starts to rain

 • Standing water close to the shoulder

Hydroplaning:

Hydroplaning means your tires slide on top of the water. Hydroplaning can happen at low speeds if 
your tires are bald. If you find yourself sliding, you should follow the steps below: 

 • Ease your foot off the gas pedal 

 • Keep the wheel straight 

 • Do not try to stop or turn until your tires are gripping the road again 

44 CONTENTSCOVER



Section 7: Driving Conditions

Skidding:

This is when your tires are bouncing up and down on the road and you have lost control of the vehicle. 

 • Stay off the brake

 • Turn the wheel in the direction you want the vehicle to go

 • As soon as your car begins to straighten, turn the wheel back the other way

C. Winter

You need to drive with extra safety precautions in the winter. People are not used to driving on the first 
day of snowfall so be alert and extra cautious. 

Follow the winter driving tips below:

 • Before driving clear off snow and ice from all your windows 

 • Drive slowly, give extra room in front of your vehicle

 • Do not use cruise control on slippery roads

 • Turn on your headlights and do not use your high beams (brights)

 • Give snowplows at least 200 feet of room when their lights are flashing red or amber

D. Farm Safety/Rural Driving

There are special hazards in rural/country areas. These hazards may include slow moving tractors, 
farm equipment and livestock. Farmers may have difficulty seeing or hearing other traffic. Their 
equipment may not have brake lights or turn signals.

Be patient when you are around farm equipment on the road. You should yield the right-of-way to 
livestock on or along the highway.

Do not honk your horn because this might scare the animal. Slow down and keep a safe distance.

No one under 16 years old can operate a farm tractor or self-propelled farm machinery on highways.
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Section 8: Handling Emergencies

In this section we will go over how to handle emergencies. It is important to first call 911 if you are 
hurt or someone else is hurt.

A. Avoiding Crashes

Most crashes are avoidable. Paying close attention to your surroundings will help you choose the 
proper crash avoidance. The chance of a crash doubles if a teen driver has another teen in the 
vehicle. If you see a vehicle on the side of the road, warn other vehicles behind you by tapping your 
brake pedal three or four times. You have three options to try and avoid a crash.

Stop:

You could avoid a crash by stopping quickly. ABS will help you stop with little or no skidding by 
keeping the wheels from locking up when you brake. Make sure to watch out for cars behind you as 
stopping quickly could cause someone behind you to crash into you. 

Turn:

You could consider turning to avoid a crash. Make sure you have a good grip with both hands on the 
steering wheel. Once you have turned away or changed lanes, you must be ready to keep the vehicle 
under control. Some drivers steer away from one collision only to end up in another. Always steer in 
the direction you want the vehicle to go. Do not steer into the oncoming lane of traffic.

Speed Up:

Sometimes it is best to speed up to avoid a crash. This may happen when another vehicle is about to 
hit you from the side or from behind you. Be sure to slow down once the danger has passed. 
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B. Crashes

Call 911 if you or someone else is hurt. Stay at the crash if you are involved or emergency help 
has not arrived. Turn on your emergency flashers or flares to warn other drivers. 

If you were in a crash and someone is injured or killed:

 • Call 911

 • Stay on the scene and do not move the vehicles 

 • Stay in the vehicle if it is safe to do so 

 • It is a crime to leave the scene if someone is injured or killed.

If there are no injuries, but your vehicle cannot move:

 • Call 911 and follow their directions

 • Make sure to stay away from traffic

If there are no injuries, but you can move your vehicle:

 • When it is safe to do so, move your vehicle off the road

 • Do not block traffic or stop in the middle of the road 

 • Get important information from the other driver(s) involved in the crash. This includes driver license 
information, vehicle information and insurance information. 

 • Record any damages to the vehicles involved

 • Write down the facts of how the crash happened

 • If there are any witnesses, get their information too

You need to report a crash to police if:

 • There is an injury or someone is killed

 • Property damage of $1,000 or more

 • Government property damage of $200 or more (ex: signs, guard rails)

 • You cannot move your vehicle

 • A driver appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs
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C. Roadside Emergencies

Call 911 if you or someone else is injured. Turn on your emergency flashers. 

Below are examples of possible roadside emergencies and how to react if they do happen:

Brakes Stop Working:

 • Pump the brake pedal several times 

 • Pull the parking brake. If you start to skid, take off the parking brake

 • Look for a safe place to slow to a stop

Tire Blowout:

 • Hold the steering wheel to keep your vehicle going straight 

 • Lift your foot off the gas pedal and slow down little by little 

 • When it is safe to do so, pull off to the side of the road

Engine Stops Working:

 • Hold the steering wheel and keep the key in the “on” position 

 • Pull the car to the side of the road when it is safe

 • The steering wheel will be hard to turn 

Headlights Stop Working:

 • Flip your headlights on/off to see if you’re diving with parking lights on 

 • Put on your emergency flashers and low lights 

 • When it is safe to do so, pull off to the side of the road

Gas Pedal Sticks:

 • Keep your eyes on the road 

 • Switch the car to neutral

 • When it is safe to do so, pull off to the side of the road

 • Turn off the engine
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Do not use alcohol, drugs or other substances when driving. These affect the way you think and make 
decisions. You will have trouble figuring out distances, speed and movement of other vehicles. It is 
illegal to drive under the influence of any drugs, this includes prescription and non-prescription drugs.

A. Alcohol, Drugs and Driving

Driving drunk or driving while on drugs is very dangerous. You have a higher chance of getting into a 
crash if you are drunk or on drugs. The legal alcohol concentration allowed for drivers under the age 
of 21 is 0.00%. This means that you cannot have any alcohol in your system while driving a vehicle. 

Any amount of a controlled substance is the same as operating impaired. Studies have shown that 
people who use marijuana make more mistakes while driving. 

Prescription and non-prescription drugs can also negatively impact driving. Before you get behind the 
wheel, check the warning label for side effects. If the label says do not operate heavy machinery, this 
includes motor vehicles. 

Ask a sober friend or family member to give you a ride home or a bartender to call you a cab. Time is 
the only thing that will sober you up. 

Implied Consent:

If a police officer asks you to take a prohibited alcohol concentration (PAC) test, you must agree to 
take it. A PAC test finds if you have a measurable amount of alcohol by a breathalyzer or blood test. 

If you refuse, the officer must arrest you for violation of the Implied Consent Law. You will lose your 
driving privileges for at least one year and face other consequences. 

B. Distracted Driving

Being distracted while driving is dangerous. Concentrate on driving and keep your eyes on your road.

 • Do not drive with headsets or headphones that cover or go in both ears. Keep your radio at a low 
volume so that you can hear emergency vehicles.

 • Avoid answering your phone while driving. If you need to use your phone, pull over to the side of 
the road when it is safe. 

 • Focus on driving. If you need to read directions, pull over to a safe location. Eat when your car is 
parked and not while driving.

 • Put pets in their carrier or have a passenger hold them. Do not hang things from your rearview 
mirror or clutter your windows with decals.
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C. Drowsy Driving

Drowsy driving is when someone is very tired because of little sleep. This can also happen if you have 
an untreated sleep disorder or a long shift at work. 

It is important to get a good night’s sleep before you drive. Teen and young adult drivers are at greater 
risk of drowsy related crashes. 

Pull over and rest if you are:

 • Yawning or blinking a lot

 • Drifting from your lane 

 • Hitting the rumble strip on the side of the road

WANT TO END
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
WHERE YOU LIVE?

START HERE.

www.tatnonprofit.org/youth
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Section 10: Sharing the Road

Sharing the road is important for your safety and others. The more distance you keep between yourself 
and others, the more time you will have to react. 

Avoid driving right next to drivers on multi-lane roads. Move ahead or drop back from other vehicles. 
Give extra room for parked vehicles on the side of the road. Avoid driving in a blind spot where another 
driver’s view of you is blocked.

A. Pedestrians

Be alert. Children or others may run out into the road without looking. Allow extra room for 
pedestrians, confused drivers or people who cannot see you. It is illegal to drive on a sidewalk unless 
you are crossing it. 

B. Emergency Vehicles

When you see emergency lights and hear sirens it is time to move. Pull over to the side of the road 
and stop until the emergency vehicle has passed. Do not stop in the middle of the intersection. 

If you see a police car is stopped on the side of the road with their lights and sirens on, move over or 
slow down, it’s the law. This will give the police officer and other emergency vehicles room.

C. School Buses

When a school bus is stopped with its red lights flashing you need to stop at least 20 feet from it. You 
must stop whether the school bus is on your side of the road or the opposite side of the road. Watch 
for children. You can proceed once the red lights on the school bus have stopped flashing. 

If you are on a divided highway and not on the side of the school bus, you do not need to stop. A 
divided highway has a barrier between lanes going opposite directions.

D. Motorcycles

Sharing the road with motorcycles is important. Motorcycles are a lightweight vehicle and can stop 
faster than most vehicles. Make sure to give motorcyclists extra room especially when you are 
following one. Be extra aware and be sure to check your blind spots before moving. Wait until it is 
safe to pass. 
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E. Bicycles

Bicyclists can use the whole traffic lane. Do not share a lane with bicyclists. They can move into your 
path quickly and without warning. Wait for oncoming traffic to clear before passing a bicyclist. 

Give bicyclists at least three feet of room when you pass. Bicyclists should have reflectors or lights on 
their bikes. Some do not so be watchful and alert when moving around them. 

Know your bicycle hand signals!

▼

 LEFT TURN ▼  RIGHT TURN
       2 options

■ STOP

or

F. No-Zones

No-Zones are where large vehicles cannot see you. This area is about 200 feet behind and 20 feet in 
front of large trucks. Big trucks, such as commercial vehicles, have trouble seeing you if you get too 
close. They cannot see cars close behind them or right in front of them.

Either speed up or drop back so that the other driver can see you. If you want to pass a vehicle, get 
out of their blind spot quickly.

No-Zone

No-Zone

No-Zone

No-Zone
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Section 11: Your Driving Privilege

To keep your driver license, you must always drive safely. In this section we will go over points, 
violations and occupational licenses.

A. Point System

Your driving record starts with zero points. If you are convicted of violating a traffic law, you could 
receive demerit points. If you hold a probationary license, ID card or no type of license, you will have 
your points doubled. These points are doubled on the second conviction and any thereafter. 

You will not be able to drive if you get 12 or more demerit points within any 12-month period. Your 
driving privilege will be suspended or revoked.

B. Habitual Traffic Offender

A habitual offender is someone who is convicted of four or more major traffic violations or 12 or more 
minor violations within five years. Visit our website for a list of points, major and minor violations. You 
will not be able to drive for five years if you are a habitual traffic offender. Your driving privilege will be 
revoked. You could be eligible for an occupational license after a two-year waiting period.

C. Occupational License

You may lose your Wisconsin driving privilege because of a suspension, revocation, cancellation, 
disqualification or denial. You do not need a Wisconsin license to lose your Wisconsin driving privilege. 

If you want to apply for an Occupational license, check our website to see if you are eligible. You will 
need to show proof of financial responsibility. 

An occupational license allows you to drive up to 12 hours a day and up to 60 hours a week to and 
from work, school, and places that you need to visit to maintain your household, such as grocery 
store, medical appointments, and to the agency where you are completing your Intoxicated Driver 
Program (IDP) assessment and Driver Safety Plan (DSP).

D. Reinstating a Revoked or Suspended License

A revoked license can be reinstated after the period of revocation is over. You may need to file proof of 
financial responsibility with the DMV. Present proof of identity and pay a reinstatement fee. 
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Section 12: Other Important Information

A. Accessibility 

The knowledge and signs tests are available with audio. These tests are also available in many 
different languages. Visit our website for a list of languages we offer. 

You can report an invisible disability to the DMV. The disclosure that you make will be available to 
law enforcement officers and employees of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT). 
Please complete the Invisible Disability Disclosure MV2167 if you would like to disclose this 
information. You can email, mail or fax the information to the address that is on the form.

B. Medical Conditions to Report

Many health problems can affect your driving. You should report health conditions that could affect 
your driving to the DMV. You can complete this on the Wisconsin Driver License (DL) Application 
MV3001. Visit WisconsinDMV.gov/medical for more information on what medical conditions to report. 

C. ID Card for Voting – Petition Process

Getting a free ID for voting is available to Wisconsin citizens. Bring to the Wisconsin DMV whatever 
documents you may have from the list below and fill out the Wisconsin Identification Card (ID) 
Application MV3004 and DMV Administrator Petition – Unavailable Documentation MV3012. You 
will be given a document to use in time for voting. You must be at least 17 years of age and a U.S. 
citizen to start this process. Call (844) 588-1069 if you have any questions. Visit our website for more 
information on this process.

Bring the items below if you have them:

 • Proof of Name and Date of Birth (example: birth certificate)

 • Proof of Identity (example: Social Security card, Medicaid/Medicare Card)

 • Wisconsin Residency (example: Utility Bill, lease, government mail)

 • Proof of U.S. Citizenship (example: U.S. Birth Certificate or Citizenship Paperwork)

 • Social Security number (You can fulfill your proof of identity requirement by presenting the Social 
Security card)

D. Seat Belts (Safety Belts)

Wisconsin law requires that you and your passengers wear seat belts (safety belts) at any age. They 
help keep you in a position to control the vehicle. The seat belt will help avoid injury in a crash and 
help you from being thrown from the vehicle. Always fasten your seat belt before you start driving. 
Make sure everyone else in your car fastens their seat belts, too. You still need to wear your seat belt 
even if your vehicle has air bags. 
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The lap belt should fit snugly across your hip bones just under your stomach. The shoulder belt 
should be worn across your chest. Adjust your belt so that you can put your fist between the belt 
and your chest. Never put the shoulder belt under your arm or leave it so loose that it hangs over 
your arm.

Generally, children must be in a child safety seat until they reach age four and in a booster seat 
until age eight. Make sure to check the safety seat’s manual for the right way to fasten the seat 
belt. Check the manual for the child safety seat’s weight and height requirements.

If you are not able to buy or get a child safety seat, visit https://www.safekidswi.org/events/Car-Seat-
by-Appointment or call (414) 316-8058 for more information.

E. Insurance Requirements 

You must have valid liability car insurance to drive in Wisconsin. You must present proof of insurance 
if a police officer requests it. The insurance must be issued by an approved business in Wisconsin. If 
you are from a different state, you can provide proof from the insurance company from your state.

If you are driving someone else’s car, it is your job to make sure it has insurance.

F. Save Fuel and Your Vehicle

Save fuel by carpooling, ride sharing, riding a bike, taking a bus or walking. Avoid driving during heavy 
traffic periods. Stop-and-go driving causes extra wear and tear on the vehicle. When you slow down 
little by little this helps save fuel and your brakes. 

When a vehicle is not in good working condition it costs more to run and it could cause it to break 
down and crash. Low air pressure in tires decreases fuel mileage. 

G. Driver Education Grant Program 

The new Driver Education Grant Program enables teens who are income eligible to have their classroom 
and/or behind-the-wheel driver training paid for by the state. See wisconsindmv.gov/degrant.
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Section 13: Website Page Links

Below are the links that are listed throughout this manual. If you are viewing the manual online, you can 
click on the links that are in each section and they will bring you straight to the information. If you have 
printed this manual, you can view the links below and put them in your smart phone or computer to 
get to the webpage you need.

A. Website pages

Page 1: Section 1: A. Vision Screening
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3030v.pdf 

Page 1: Section 1: C. Knowledge Test
https://widmv-practice-tests.wi.gov/class-d-driver-license 

Page 2: Section 1: D. Skills Test – First link
https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/roadtestgeneral.aspx or  
wisconsindmv.gov/roadtest

Page 2: Section 1: D. Skills Test – Second link
https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/drivingskillstest.aspx 

Page 3: Section 2: Progression of Licenses – First link
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/cscfinder/cscsearch.do

Page 3: Section 2: Progression of Licenses – Second link
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/dmv/shared/bds316-english.pdf

Page 3: Section 2: A. Sponsorship
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf

Page 4: Section 2: A. Sponsorship
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/proof-of-insurance.aspx 

Page 5: Section 2: B. Instruction Permit
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf 

Page 6: Section 2: C. Probationary License – First link
https://www.edrivermanuals.com/wisconsin/

Page 6: Section 2: C. Probationary License – Second link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/shared/hs303.pdf

Page 6: Section 2: C. Probationary License – Third link
https://www.roadreadyapp.com 

Page 7: Section 2: C. Probationary License
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/yr-frst-lcns/gdlfaqs.aspx 

Page 7: Section 2: D. Regular Driver License
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/duplicate-license.aspx

Page 8: Section 2: E. Out of State Transfers – First link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx 
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Section 13: Website Page Links

Page 8: Section 2: E. Out of State Transfers – Second link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/new-res-default.aspx or wisconsindmv.gov/NewToWi

Page 8: Section 2: F. REAL ID
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/realid.aspx 

Page 25: Section 4: B. Regulatory – Reserved Parking Only 
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/dsbld-prkg/discards.aspx  

Page 42: Section 6: C. Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI)
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/safety/safety-eng/inter-design/ddi.aspx 

Page 45: Section 7: C. Winter
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/safety/education/winter-drv/default.aspx 

Page 53: Section 11: A. Point System
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/point-system.aspx 

Page 53: Section 11: B. Habitual Traffic Offender
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/hto-law.aspx  

Page 53: Section 11: C. Occupational License – First Link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/reinstate.aspx 

Page 53: Section 11: C. Occupational License – Second Link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/proof-of-insurance.aspx

Page 53: Section 11: D. Reinstating a Revoked or Suspended License
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/reinstate.aspx

Page 54: Section 12: A. Accessibility – First Link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/knowledge.aspx 

Page 54: Section 12: Medical Conditions to Report – First link
https://wisconsindot.gov/documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf 

Page 54: Section 12: Medical Conditions to Report – Second link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/med-concerns.aspx 

Page 54: Section 12: C. ID Card for Voting – Petition Process – First Link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3004.pdf 

Page 54: Section 12: C. ID Card for Voting – Petition Process – Second Link
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3012.docx

Page 54: Section 12: C. ID Card for Voting – Petition Process – Third Link
https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/petition-process.aspx 

Page 55: Section 12: D. Seat Belts (Safety Belts)
https://www.safekidswi.org/events/Car-Seat-by-Appointment 

Page 55: Section 12: F. Save Fuel and Your Vehicle
https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/travel/road/rideshare/default.aspx 

Page 55: Section 12: G. Driver Education Grant Program
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-sfty/degrant.aspx 
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Section 14: Practice Quiz

These questions are not the same as those on the official knowledge test but cover the same subject 
matter. They are not inclusive of all questions asked on the official knowledge test so be sure to study 
this handbook before taking the official test. 

A. Questions

Question 1:
What is the maximum speed limit in outlying parts of cities and villages with no posted speed limit?

A. 45 mph
B. 35 mph
C. 25 mph
D. None of the above

Question 2:
If you are involved in a serious motor vehicle crash, what should you do?

A. Stop
B. Determine if anyone is injured
C. Call 911
D. All of the above

Question 3:
Drivers turning left must yield to:

A. Passing cars 
B. No one in particular
C. Oncoming cars moving straight ahead or turning right 

Question 4:
When driving in fog, heavy rain or snow use:

A. High beams
B. Driving lights only  
C. Low beams 

Question 5:
As you approach an intersection with a flashing yellow light:

A. Wait for a green light
B. Stop before crossing through
C. Slow down and proceed with caution

Continue to the next page for more practice questions.
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Question 6:
What does a single dashed yellow line separating traffic mean?

A. You may pass if safe to do so
B. The lanes are going in opposite directions 
C. You may not pass
D. Both A and B

Question 7:
When a school bus is stopped with its red lights flashing, you must stop:

A. Only until the children are out of the bus 
B. Until the lights stop flashing and there are no children around
C. If the bus is on the same side of the road as you are

Question 8:
You are merging onto an interstate highway. You should:

A. Select a safe gap and merge into the lane of traffic
B. Merge over two lanes at once and speed up 
C. Always stop before entering the highway

Question 9:
When is it OK to drive faster than the posted speed limit?

A. Never
B. If you do not see any other traffic in your lane 
C. As long as there are safe conditions to do so

Question 10:
How far down the road should you look when driving?

A. 200 to 250 yards
B. 1 to 2 blocks
C. 10 to 15 seconds

Question 11:
If you are wanting to pass a bicycle, but there is an oncoming vehicle approaching, you should:

A. Slow down and let the car pass, then pass the bicycle
B. Pull over to the side of the road and stop
C. Speed up to pass the bicycle before the car approaches 

Question 12:
When driving at night you should:

A. Always use your high beams/brights
B. Look directly at the headlights of the oncoming vehicle 
C. Not drive
D. Increase your following distance 

Continue to the next page  
for the answers to the practice quiz.
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B. Answers

Question 1: B

Question 2: D

Question 3: C

Question 4: C

Question 5: C

Question 6: D

Question 7: B

Question 8: A

Question 9: A

Question 10: C

Question 11: A

Question 12: D
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