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Hi-tech temple

The Hare Krishna
temple in Bangalore
is a perfect
blend of modern
technology
and
spiritual science.

ISKCON - International Society for Krsna Consciousness
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emple architecture has undergone
asea change in recent times. Gone
are the days when artisans used
stones or ordinary flooring material for the
temple interiors. Temples are now being
constructed using marbles, granites, etc. The
Birla Mandir at New Delhi and Hyderabad,
ISKCON temple in Mumbai are a few such
shrines which have extensively used
matbles. The Hare Krishna temple in
Bangalore is also one such place of worship
built at a height on a vast expanse of land
and providing hi-tech facilities to its
devotees.

One aspect of the temple which readily
attracts a visitor at the first instance is the
imposing structure of the main temple
Gopuram. Designed in the form of a
pyramid with the shiny glass exterior
commonly seen in the modern high rise
buildings, the Gopuram is easily a good
example of modern architecture blended
with advanced technology. There are totally
seven gopurams in the temple, considered
to be auspicious for any temple. The view

atop the temple provides a panoramic view

Far from being a centre of ritualistic

of Bangalore city. worship, ISKCON temple here represents 1|
Global movement
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Statesin 1966 by Srila s ol i

Prabhupada, has grown into the largest spiritucl movement inthe world attracting
rich, famous and the poor alike.

Today, ISKCON movement is spread across all the 6 continents of the world
with 454 centres established in 91 countries across the globe. India, with 60
centres is leading the movement followed by the United States with 45 centres,
Russiawith 35 centres end UK with 16 centres. All around the world the Krishna
temples represent the best of Indiem Culture and tradition.
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Multi-vision cinema
Breathtaking panaromic visuals, Digital
surround sound effects, specialised
theatrical lighting, smoke and fog effects,
animated figures sailing in air, artistic
collage of slide and video images - all
precision controlled by a computer,
designed to create an unforgettable 40-
minute experience of multivision cinema.
The 400-seater multivision theatre is one of
the main attractions at the temple. Thisis
the first of its kind in the country.

A true audio-visual extravaganza for

the first time in India

» The features of the multi-vision cinema

» Two large screen (12" x 9') video
projection show

» Twelve-projector multi-image show

(30'x 10)

» Fullscreen size: 54'x 10", The centre multi-image screen is flanked by the video screens

» Computer controlled animatronic puppets (9" high figures)

> Melodzcusblendoflndxmqndwestemmus:ccomposedbyISKOONdevoteesmdprofess:onalmaansﬁ'omItaly
Australiaand USA

» ISKCON's invaluable collection of Krishna art from artists around the world.

» Specialised computer controlled lighting, smokemzdiogeﬁects

> Dolby Digital Surround sound theatre iy

2 Medx:mtegmhonbytheSw@hmmputersystems

» Produced bythe ISKCON devotees with the collaboration of the media experts from USA.

aschool of rationale thought based on the
scientific principles of Vedic philosophy.
Krsna -the all attractive The temple is complete in all respects as

Krsnais the greatest scientist'. A scientist is one who knows everything. Ceﬂtﬁ;’ of Spiﬁ;uj ed}? gl 1.’00?

/ scater lecture where regulaf spiritua
No scientist can claim to be perfect in the world. But Krsnawhoisthe 1ocuures for the benefit Ofthe%:ilnerﬂppublic
creator of every living entity is a perfect scientist. His creationsareso are conducted. It houses 2 vedic library and
perfectthatit makes him the onlytrue scientistin theworld. Heisalsothe preachinglobby where intetested visitors
most attractive. The meaning of Krsna in Sanskrit is ‘one who attracts’. lem\’x,rif gig::air:rfvg;sﬁ:izfrw:: i
He is attractive because he is replete with all the six opulences - that of temple is the dedication of the devotees and
strength, fame, wealth, knowledge, becuty and renunciation. Withthese  the meticulous working of the temple
Six qulences he attracts everyone towards him. activities. The devotees ate ever smiling and

Srila Pr E ate ready to offer their help, anytime.
GRS  v..diishon Ds, PRO, ISKUON,
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Modem kitchen

One important aspect of ISKCON temples worldwide is the pure vegetarian
food served to the innumerable visitors as Prasadam’ everyday. ManyISKCON
restaurants are also set up in the western countries to treat the visitors with

sumptuos vegetarian delicacies. ftis nowonder that the Harekrishnatemple at
| Bangdlore has the most modem kitchen to cater to the needs of cooking
vegeterian Prasadem’. The Prasadam’ normally is a combination of nutritious
dal, rice and vegetables which s first offered to the Lord and then honoured by
the devotees and the visitors. The kitchen here is capable of handling 1 lakh
servings everyday. The modem facilities in the kitchen include steam cooking
equipment, double jacketed steam cooking vessels, digital weighing scales,
sophisticated fume control systems and modem watter purification systems. This
kitchenis putinto ultimate use on Sundays and otherfestival days when hundreds
of kilos of food have to be cooked to serve the visitors anywhere between 25 to

religious dogmatism. Hare Krishnamovement
has never preached casteism, regionalism or
. teligious fanaticism.

% Ithasalways propagated the message of
iversal brotherhood and real purpose of
life. Keeping in line with this
gy, the Hare Krishna temples
i the we]i bemg warld (about 400 of them) are
e 75-toom cunstrucfed using the latcsttechno]og} rand
. madern arehltectural elements. The temple

W‘-"_",

people who want "{1 k part

at Bangalore is no exception to this. “The
temple had to be something that would
attract and at the same time be relevant to
the modern context.

For the first two years after we got the
land, we could not find a professional
architect who understood what we really
needed. That forced us to venture into it
outselves”, says Mr. Madhupandita Dasa
who is also the main architect and project
director of the temple project.

Mt. Madhupandita Dasa, an M. Tech
in structural engineering from 1T Mumbai,
used his civil engineering knowledge to
design and execute this architectural
wonder. “I didn’t imagine that my
engineenng education could be such an asset
to me in my service to the Lord”, he says.
This 1s one other great aspect of ISI\CON
movementaround the world. The devotees
here are not people who have renounced
their material lives at the fag end of theit

[careers,

The Krsna devotees mostly are highly
qualified people who have discovered the
highest form of happiness in spiritual
pursuits at the peak of their professional
career. This aspect is there for everybog
to see at the ISKCON centre in Ba

term seminars on spiritualiy re

Wealso have plans for short tegm spiritual
retreats for vatious groups like company
executives, senior citizens, politicians and
school children (during vacations). A
separate ashtama to accommodate 150
tesident brahmacharis is also bu@t”

One may find it difficult to comprehend
as to why a temple which is supposed to

represent a religious belief and spiritual

understanwm a m%naﬁs tic

g‘%‘*”ﬂt e
ut when one understand;

behind the ISKCON 1
and the fou

7 iy | holder from REC who is nowincharge of the deities of the temple. The list goes
. |on..... Allin the service of Lord Krsna.

{1am a humble servant of the Lord' said Varadakrishna Das when inquired

+ [Madhupandit Daswho s a B.Tech from I, Mumbai and M. Tech (Structures)

| ME (Integrated) from IS¢, Bangalore is the Vice-President. Stoka Krishna Das

_{consultant in US. Anuttama Tatwa Das is M. Tech from IIT Kanpur, who takes
 |care of multivision cinema. Amit Asana Das is incharge of book division who is

Humble servants of the Lord

e:bouthisqualiﬁcaﬁon Thisisthe kind of humility you find among all the devotees
of ISKCON. Varadakrishna Das who is an engineer and a Master of Business
Administration, is incharge of the public relations in the temple. The same
submissiveness was seen in §. Gauranga Das who was happy to talk about the
highly qualified team of full time devotees in the temple. Half of the 60 full time
devotees at Bangalore are highly qualified professionals. Headingthe listis

also from IIT, Mumbai. He is the President of the centre. Chanchalapathy Das,

who is incharge of the computer department in the temple was a computer

aB.Tech from REC, Kurukshetra. Chitranga Chaitanya Das is again a B.Tech
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Out of the 60 full time devotees in the centre,
more than half of them are engineering
professionals. The only objective of these
peoplein joining the ISKCON movement is
to pursuc the realisation of the absolute truth
and spread the message of Krsna around the
wotld.

The next question which arises at this
point of time is the wisdom of many
scientists and technologists in embracing
the Krsna consciousness movement,
Scientists around the wotld have argued that
spitituality can never be a science.

Simply because the concept of spitit soul
and reincarnation cannot be subjected to
experimental analysis which is one of the
essential requirements for anything to be
described as ascience. Says Chanchalapathi
Das, the vice-president of ISKCON,
Bangalore, who is also a2 Master of
Technology (M. Tech) from Indian Institute
of Science, “The spiritual consciousness can
be observed, experienced and verified just
asany other science. Just as alay man cannot
understand complex mathematical
problems, everybody cannot experience
spiritual bliss without a thoro ugh

The main temple hall

understanding of the basics. It requires
different perception”.

Several aspects of the temple ate

masterpieces in their own way. Glaringly
apparent aspects which are unique include
the glass Gopuram for the main temple,
the kalasa atop the temple and the
‘Dhwajasthamba’, The 23 ft. x 18 ft. kalasa
s the biggest in the world. So also is the 56
teet tall Dhwajasthamba’.

The ISKCON devotees have never
distanced themselves from the utilisation
of the fruits of modern technology. In
keeping pace with it, the complete gamut
of activities of the temple are simplified by
the adoption of technology wherever
necessaty. The administration and smooth
functioning of the day-to-day activities of
the temple are handled by computers which
tun on a LAN network.

The communication among the
devotees within the temple complex which
is built on a huge seven acte plot is ensured
by a sophisticated pager network. The
network is complete with fax, voicemail and
answer back Facilities.

The technology has also helped in

cooking hundreds of kilos of food which
ate given away as ‘Prasadam’ to the visitors
evetyday. High tech boilers and
sophisticated steam cooking facilities are a
part of the huge kitchen at the temple.

The multivision theatre at the temple
complex is probably the first of its kind in
the country.

It uses the multimedia and animatronics
techniques to beam a 40 minute capsule on
Krsna consciousness. Though the show is
developed using traditional multimedia
packages, what attracts the visitors is the
huge screen on which the show is projected.

With the help of audio and video
projectors and dolby stereo sutround sound
technology, the show provides a
scintillating experience. The three part
screen of 54x10 dimension makes a viewer
immerse himself in the show. The digital
surround sound also ensures that the 40
minute show provides a wholesome
experience and the first glimpse of the
spiritual world. ‘

Await an exclusive interview with
Chanchalapathi Das, Vice-President,
ISKCON, Bangalore, in the next issue.
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