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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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February Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

7 PM, February 12 

River Center 

100 S Carmody Blvd, Middletown, OH 45044 

 

Save the Date 
Friends of MetroParks Butler County will be having its 

2020 Annual Meeting on Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 6 pm.  

We will host this event at the Voice of America MetroPark, 

Ronald Reagan Lodge -- Trophy Room, 7850 VOA Park 

Drive, West Chester, Ohio 45069. 

 

Brett Beatty, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 

will present; “Coyotes: Their Expanding Range in Ohio”. 

Dinner will be provided. 

To make a reservation please see the annual meeting 

invitation in the March and /or April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email kochtrees@gmail.com. 
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Letter from the President  

Somehow Punxsutawney Phil failed to see his 

shadow on Groundhog Day despite all the TV 

camera lights.  To be fair, the only snow thus far 

this winter has been of the user-friendly sort that 

decorates lawns and trees without accumulating on 

sidewalks or driveways.  I, for one, am prepared to 

suffer six more weeks of winter that doesn’t involve 

shoveling.  A little sunshine every now and then 

wouldn’t hurt, though. 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include:  It’s All in the Snow, 

Love is Chocolate, Love is on the Farm, Farmers to 

USA Presidents, Grow as We Go, There’s a Cow in 

my Marshmallow, A Farmer’s Native Friends, In 

Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 10:00-

11:00am and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm (No 

Program on Thanksgiving Day) 

Murder Mystery Valentine’s Dinner  

 

Midnight at the Masquerade! Attend the 
Billionaires' Club Annual Masquerade Ball and 
get this soiree back on track by helping solve the 
crime. Evening Wear, Ball gowns, Venetian 
masks, suits, and tuxes are what to wear to this 
classy night of masks and murder! (Costumes are 
optional.)  

Included with your ticket is a three course 
dinner catered by City BBQ. Light appetizers, 
non-alcoholic beverages and a full cash bar will 
also be available.  

The Murder Mystery Company will be there 
putting on a spectacular show for you to join in 
and be part of the adventure in solving the 
mystery. Please arrive 30 minutes early. All 
shows contain Adult Humor and are not 
intended for a young audience.  

$45 per person. For groups of 8 or more, please 
call our administration office at 513-867-5835 
for the $41.99 per person group rate.  

Registration for this program closes on 
2/8/2020. For registration requests after this 
date, please call the administration office at 513-
867-5835 to check availability.  

Saturday. February 15, 6:00-9:00 PM 
Voice of America MetroPark Ronald Reagan 
Lodge 7850 VOA Park Drive West Chester OH 
45069 
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Let’s Go Hiking! Tracks, Scats and Signs  

 

There are so many animals living in the parks 
that we never get to see. So how do we know 
they're there? By identifying their tracks, scats, 
and signs. Join in on this hike and learn how to 
identify common signs of wildlife! Please dress 
for the chilly weather.  

FREE and open to all ages. Meet at the Overlook 
Shelter. Registration is requested by calling 
513.867.5348. Walk-ups are welcome!  

Saturday. February 15, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Harbin Park - 1300 Hunter Road Fairfield Ohio 
45014 

Project WILD & Aquatic WILD workshop 

 

Hosted by MetroParks and Butler County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, Project WILD 
and Aquatic WILD are interdisciplinary 
conservation and environmental education 
programs emphasizing wildlife. These programs 
are designed for K-12 formal and informal adult 
educators of all disciplines. This workshop is 
tailored for educators of grades 1-5. CEU's are 
available for all participants.  

Connecting students to nature, scientific inquiry, 
bringing nature in the classroom, and giving 
students exploratory outdoor learning 
opportunities are focal points of all Project WILD 
programs.  

Registration is REQUIRED by Friday, February 
21st. Space is limited.  

There will be a 30-minute lunch break during the 
program. Please plan to pack a lunch, as lunch is 
not provided.  

K-12 curriculum and activity guides for Project 
WILD and Aquatic WILD are supplied free of 
charge by ODNR Division of Wildlife.  

Saturday. February 29, 9:00 AM-3:30 PM 
Voice of America MetroPark - Ronald Reagan 
Lodge - 7850 VOA Park Drive West Chester OH 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
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Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

Farm Animal Fund 

Chrisholm Farmstead MetroPark is almost ready to 

begin adding livestock to the new pens.  Because 

MPX can only make purchases from pre-approved 

vendors, this red tape makes it difficult to buy 

animals from individual farmers.  Our status as a 

501C3 tax-exempt non-profit group makes it 

possible to streamline livestock purchases for 

Chrisholm.  We have set aside a special account for 

such purchases.  Please send your tax-free donation 

to:  Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 PO Box 691, Hamilton, OH 45012 

Please make sure to make a note on the memo line 

of your check “Chrisholm Animal Fund” to make 

sure your donation helps populate the new 

FarmScape. 

MetroParks to Host Educator 

Workshops in 2020  
by Stephanie McCabe, Interpretive Naturalist 

Do you have a passion for teaching?  A passion for 

all things WILD?  MetroParks of Butler County is 

partnering with Butler County Soil and Water 

Conservation District to facilitate not one, but two 

Project WILD workshops this year. 

So what is Project WILD?   Project WILD is a 

blanket term for all the educational programs that it 

encompasses, which include Growing Up WILD 

(students PreK – 3rd grade), Curious KIDSS (K – 

2nd grade), Aquatic WILD (K – 12th grade), and of 

course, Project WILD (K – 12th grade).  These 

programs are “interdisciplinary conservation and 

environmental education program[s] emphasizing 

wildlife.  The goal of Project WILD programs is to 

assist learners of any age in developing awareness, 

knowledge, skills, and commitment resulting in 

informed decisions, responsible behavior, and 

constructive actions concerning wildlife and the 

environment” [1].  Launched in 1983, Project 

WILD started as a joint project between the Council 

for Environmental Education (CEE) and the 

Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

(WAFWA).  The Association of Fish and Wildlife 

Agencies (AFWA) took over Project WILD in 2017 

[2].  They partner with state agencies, such as the 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division 

of Wildlife for the state of Ohio program, in order 

to train volunteer facilitators, provide the 

educational activity guides and resources, and 

become a more local source of Project WILD 

information. 

The primary audience of Project WILD is educators 

of school-aged children.  The educational guides 

(provided free of charge by the ODNR – Division 

of Wildlife) contain educational activities on 

conservation and wildlife that the workshop 

participants can take back to their PreK-12 students 

(grade level depends on which workshop is 

attended).  Essentially, the goal of the workshop is 

to provide the WILD training to educators so they 

can teach the curriculum to their students.  About 

Project WILD, long-time facilitator Lynn White of 

Butler County Soil and Water Conservation District 

says, “Workshops like Project WILD are extremely 

important to provide educators with the resources to 

teach their students how to think and not what to 

think.  I believe that informed students are the most 

likely to participate in the decision-making 

programs and to make a difference through their 

actions.” 

If you are an educator (or know an educator) and 

this sounds like a WILD time to you, we are 

holding the following workshops in 2020, both at 

Voice of America MetroPark: 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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• The first of these is a combined Project WILD 

and Aquatic WILD workshop on Saturday, 

February 29th from 9:00am to 3:30pm. 

• The second is a Growing Up WILD workshop 

on Saturday, November 7th from 9:00am to 

12:00pm. 

Registration is required for these workshops and 

space is limited.  Get more information and save 

your spot by visiting our website at 

www.YourMetroParks.net.  It’s sure to be WILD 

fun! 

 

 

References: 

[1] Project WILD K-12 Curriculum and Activity 

Guide; Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

[2] http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/education-and-

outdoor-discovery/conservation-education-project-

wild#tabr1 

Wildflower Corner 

 

What is rarer than a 4-leaf clover?  How about 

a 4-leaf sessile trillium?  For a plant named for 

having parts in multiples of three it seems 

strange to find one with 4 leaves.  Also known 

as a toadshade, this harbinger of spring is easy 

to tell from other trilliums because its maroon 

flower lacks a stalk (you might say it has a neck 

like a wrestler).  The flower is foul smelling, 

since pollinators include flies and beetles. 

This perennial wildflower is native to the 

central part of the eastern US.  It is most 

commonly found in moist woodlands, flood 

plains, limestone woods, and along fence rows.  

Flowers normally appear from April to June. 

There are some published reports of using 

cooked greens from this plant as an emergency 

food.  Since the entire plant, especially the root 

causes vomiting, the wise reader is advised to 

seek elsewhere for his woodland snack.  The 

fruit is considered a suspected poison.  A more 

likely use of the plant involves its medicinal 

benefits.  Treatment of tumors or as a poultice 

to cure boils have been reported.  Just 

remember that picking wildflowers in 

MetroParks is not allowed. 

http://www.yourmetroparks.net/
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/education-and-outdoor-discovery/conservation-education-project-wild#tabr1
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/education-and-outdoor-discovery/conservation-education-project-wild#tabr1
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/education-and-outdoor-discovery/conservation-education-project-wild#tabr1


 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


