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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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February Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

The February BOD meeting will be held at 7pm 

on Wednesday February 9, in the River Center, 

Middletown, OH.  We will meet rain or shine. 

Stay healthy!  See you soon! 

 



The Voice of the Turtle, February 2022 

 

 

 

2 

Letter from the President  

Happy Groundhog Day!  According to the TV 

weatherman, Punxsutawney Phil only has a 

prediction success rate of 36%.  If you flip a coin, 

you would expect a 50% accuracy.  I’m not sure if 

allowances are made for the TV lights when 

checking for a shadow. 

Once that seasonal 4-letter word (SN**) hit the 

weather forecasts, rock salt, milk, bread, and even 

crackers disappeared from the grocery shelves.  One 

nice thing about being a retiree is that the need for 

rushing out to clean the driveway before going to 

work loses its urgency.  The temptation is to wait 

until the same power that deposited the snow has 

the kindness to remove it. 

I have good news and bad news. . .  The good news 

is that Larry Gersbach, our Treasurer, has been 

asked to replace Greg Amend on the Board of Park 

Commissioners of MPX.  The bad news is that we 

are losing both a board member and officer of 

Friends of MetroParks.  We are reaching a crisis 

point in finding willing replacements for the board 

of directors of FoMPBC. 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker  

Board Members Needed 

As we near the end of the fiscal year we approach 

nomination season.  The Friends of MetroPark of 

Butler County need to add new members to the 

Board of Directors.  We would like to add at least 

four new directors, if possible.  If interested, please 

email Bill Walker at bug_jock@yahoo.com 

Bull's Run Nature Sanctuary & 

Arboretum Events 

Here are some events scheduled by our friends at 

Bull’s Run Nature Sanctuary during February. 

Great Backyard Bird Count Hike  

Saturday, Feb. 19, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., at Bull’s Run 

Nature Sanctuary and Arboretum, 3909 Rosedale. 

We will celebrate the national Great Backyard Bird 

Count sponsored by Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology and the National Audubon 

Society  with a hike at Bull’s Run. The 25th annual 

GBBC will be held Friday, February 18, through 

Monday, February 21, 2022. You may visit the 

official website at birdcount.org for more 

information to participate in your own backyard. 

Maple Sugar Hike 

Saturday, Feb. 28, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., at Bull’s Run 

Nature Sanctuary and Arboretum, 3909 Rosedale 

Road. Join us for a hike and check out the tapped 

trees in the arboretum! Learn about how maple 

sugaring began, how it's done today, and see if you 

can tell the difference when you taste the real thing 

vs. 'fake syrup'! 

2022 Winter Nature TOTS 

Thursdays 10:00 - 11:30 am, February 3, 10, 17 & 

24 

Child-centered, hands-on exploration of nature for 

children ages 6 months to 6 years (and their 

caregivers)!  5-week program. Pre-registration is 

required by sending an email to 

naturalist@bullsrun.org. 

Preble Historical Society Tour 
Sunday, April 3, 2022  Starting at 9:30 am 

Join the Environmental Education Council of Ohio 

and the Preble Historical Society for a tour of their 

225 acres. We will visit their wetlands and prairie 

while learning about the funding and upkeeep 

challenges, followed by a tour of the historic 1860s 

farmstead and museum. 

Register at www.eeco-online.org 

Cost: $25 

This tour is a part of a larger conference which will 

be held at Hueston Woods Lodge from Friday April 

1. Enjoy tours and workshops on Friday, and 

sessions on Saturday including our keynote from 

Shawn Connor, Hueston Woods Naturalist. You can 

choose to attend one or more days. Find out more 

at http://www.eeco-online.org/event-4667330 

mailto:bug_jock@yahoo.com
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.eeco-online.org/
http://www.eeco-online.org/event-4667330


 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Organization Chart for MPX 2022 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

2 easy ways to join, either log on to fompbc.org/donate or 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


