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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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March Board Meeting! 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

River Center MetroPark 

120 South Carmody Blvd. 

Middletown, OH 45044 

7:00-9:00 PM 
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Letter from the President  

In a news report from Pennsylvania, Phil the 

groundhog is being sued for false prophecy.  

Furthermore, the number of internet hits searching 

for recipes for groundhog stew has hit an all time 

high.  Try to be brave, spring is really just around 

the corner.  I know that it’s cold outside, but at least 

we didn’t have to shovel the drive after winter’s last 

hurrah.  It won’t be too long before our complaints 

turn to how hot it is, and why do we have to mow 

the lawn twice a week. 

We would appreciate your thoughts going out to 

two of our FoMPBC board members, Darryl Young 

and Don Eberwine.  Darryl went through recent 

surgery with flying colors, and is ready to get back 

to work.  Don has been admitted to Christ Hospital 

in his continuing fight with cancer.  Please let both 

of them know that we’re thinking of them and 

wishing them well. 

The select committee met this week to review fifty-

two applicants for this year’s Hump Day concert 

series.  This is the largest group of applications 

since Hump Day began.  A wide spectrum of 

musical groups included many old favorites and a 

number of new entries.  The resulting short list of 

candidates is in the hands of MPX to negotiate 

schedule and budget.  Watch this space for the next 

few months to see which bands will perform in this 

year’s concerts. 

A last piece of advice before March’s lion gives 

way to the lamb – dress in layers and be ready for 

anything Mother Nature can throw at us when we 

visit our parks. 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC

 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

Come out and enjoy Show and Tell on the Farm at 

Chrisholm MetroPark. Topics this month include:    

Slow Food vs Fast Food, We are Rockin’, Nesting 

Wreaths, Luck of a 4-Leaf Clover, There’s a Cow in 

my marshmallow, ABC’s of farm life, Break Out of 

Your Shell, Little Red Hen, Horsing around. 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm 

Let’s Go Hiking! Eastern Bluebirds   

 

Bluebirds are a favorite of Ohioans.  Enjoy a hike 

and learn about Bluebirds, their nesting boxes, 

while learning about nesting box monitoring and the 

role in their habitat.  

FREE and open to all ages. Meet at Shelter A. 

Registration is requested by calling 513.867.5348. 

Walk-ups are welcome! Saturday. March 16, 

10:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Huffman Park 2100 John Gray Road Fairfield Ohio 

45014 
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalzoo.si.edu%2Fscbi%2Fmigratorybirds%2Ffeatured_photo%2Fimages%2Fbigpic%2Feabl330.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalzoo.si.edu%2Fscbi%2Fmigratorybirds%2Ffeatured_photo%2Fbird.cfm%3Fpix%3DEastern_Bluebird&docid=bgVNmDOy4cHw7M&tbnid=y2ZdqgRzsGAj3M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjD9uTCrd3gAhUK04MKHVLJDVQQMwiNASgjMCM..i&w=626&h=500&bih=715&biw=1536&q=eastern%20bluebirds&ved=0ahUKEwjD9uTCrd3gAhUK04MKHVLJDVQQMwiNASgjMCM&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Things that flutter series: Bird Banding and 

Rookeries. 

 

 

Let's talk birds! Join us at the beautiful Gilmore 
MetroPark for an unforgettable birding 
experience. Participate in bird banding with 
birding experts and observe communal nesting 
grounds called rookeries. You don't have to be 
an experienced birder to enjoy this program. 
Come out to Gilmore and have a blast! 

Saturday. March 23, 7:00-9:30 AM 
Gilmore Ponds MetroPark - Bilstein Boulevard 

Area 8300 Bilstein Boulevard Hamilton, OH 
45015 

 

Fossils! 

 

Did you know that Ohio has some very unique 

fossils that you can’t find anywhere else?  Come 

learn about the different types of fossils found in the 

Southwest corner of Ohio.  The program will 

include a lot of fun crafts and activities that may get 

messy- So dress appropriately!  

Free and open to all ages.  Meet at the shelter. 

Registration is requested by calling 513.867.5248. 

Walk-ups are welcome!  

Sunday. March 24, 2:00-3:30 PM 
Point Pleasant Park, 2001 Resor Road Fairfield, 

OH 45014 

 

All about Water 

World water day is March 22, 2019 so let’s 

celebrate. So join the celebration. Learn about the 

River Center. Read a story, engage in activity, and 

have fun.  Free!  

Saturday, March 30th, 1:00-2:00PM  

Bicentennial Commons  

Be on the Lookout for these future events 

 Flashlight egg hunt, Photo walks, wildflower 

walks, Dog-Bone egg hunt.  

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourmetroparks.net%2Fimages%2Fdefault-source%2FParks%2Fgilmore%2Fgilmore_road_2.jpg%3Fsfvrsn%3Dd09f48ea_2&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourmetroparks.net%2Fparks%2Fgilmore-metropark&docid=1dhXUgh3MTG6zM&tbnid=KEiQvDJtAmSJ_M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwicq8yzs93gAhVnw4MKHfnaBp8QMwhBKAEwAQ..i&w=600&h=400&bih=715&biw=1536&q=Gilmore%20pond%20butler%20county%20ohio%20&ved=0ahUKEwicq8yzs93gAhVnw4MKHfnaBp8QMwhBKAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumbs.worthpoint.com%2Fzoom%2Fimages4%2F1%2F1107%2F30%2Fmultiple-trilobite-5-genera-ord-slab-ohio_1_2f464b8da663123fbdb54f5735ec3baa.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worthpoint.com%2Fworthopedia%2Fmultiple-trilobite-5-genera-ord-slab-ohio-1&docid=uHZlWSar1pQsEM&tbnid=GmpODZg3X4qS2M%3A&vet=12ahUKEwjd9r-ztN3gAhVk7YMKHRklCn44ZBAzKCAwIHoECAEQIQ..i&w=400&h=300&itg=1&bih=715&biw=1536&q=Ohio%20fossils%20&ved=2ahUKEwjd9r-ztN3gAhVk7YMKHRklCn44ZBAzKCAwIHoECAEQIQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

Save the Date 

Friends of MetroParks Butler County is pleased to 

announce it will be having its 2019 Annual Meeting 

on Wednesday, April 10, 6 pm, at the River Center 

– Bicentennial Commons MetroPark, 120 South 

Carmody Boulevard, Middletown, Ohio 45044. 

Please plan on attending. Ms. Emily Archibald, 

Private Lands Biologist, Ohio Department of 

Natural Recourses, Division of Wildlife will 

present, “The Re-introduction of Quail in Ohio, 

Successes and Failures”. A delicious meal will be 

provided. The desserts will be homemade and fresh 

by the members of the Friends of MetroParks Board 

of Directors.  

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the March or April issue of the 

Voice. Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

Things that Flutter Series  

Flutter, you say?  Why, yes!    

Not only does your heart flutter when you see your 

loved one, but there are winged animals such as 

birds, bees, and butterflies who flutter to get around.   

This brand new series will focus on these fluttering 

critters at different times throughout the year.  This 

month will focus on bird banding and rookeries, as 

springtime is a great time to see the nesting sites of 

many birds (often called rookeries when many are 

gathered at one site).  This summer, bees will be the 

central focus, as we learn what it takes to become a 

beekeeper.  The theme this fall will be on butterflies 

and the migration of Monarchs down south to 

Mexico.  Bring your butterfly nets and help us to 

tag the Monarchs as part of the 27th year of this 

citizen science project!  

If this new series sounds like your “bread and 

flutter,” then join us on the following days:  

Bird Banding & Rookeries • Saturday, 

March 23, 2019 7:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  

Gilmore MetroPark  

Bilstein Blvd. Area  

  

Bees  

•  Saturday, June 8, 2019 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 

a.m.  

Forest Run MetroPark   

Timberman Ridge  

  

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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Butterfly Hunt & Monarch Tagging • 

 Saturday, September 14, 2019 11:00 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m. Forest Run MetroPark  

Wildlife Preserve Area   

  
 

Nature Walks 

As part of the nature walk series in Fairfield parks, 

Stephanie McCabe led a walk at Harbin Park to 

identify wildlife by their tracks and scat.  The signs 

most frequently encountered were deer and possum 

tracks.  It’s nice to know that not all possums are 

flattened piles of fur in the middle of the road. 

Keep an eye on the attached flyers of other nature 

walks in the parks, whether owls at Governor Bebb 

Park, amphibians at Salamander Run, or fossils at 

Point Pleasant Park. 
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Food Waste  

  

Food waste is an issue here in the US as well as 

throughout the world. According to the UN Food 

and Agriculture Organization 1/3 of all food 

produced globally is lost or wasted. This represents 

a waste of the resources used to create food 

including land, water, energy as well as carbon 

emissions produced in vain. In North America 

About 40% of food loss and waste happens after the 

food is obtained by consumers. When greenhouse 

gas emissions are included, global food waste 

becomes more than a lost opportunity. Food waste 

generates greenhouse gas emissions at the 

equivalent of 3.3 billion tons of carbon. If food 

waste was a nation, it would be the third largest 

emitter of greenhouse gases after China and the US.   

Action  
The good news is that we can make meaningful 

change ourselves as both business owners and 

consumers.  

Fourth Harvest is a local organization that takes 

food donations from grocers and helps them get tax 

benefits.  

As a grocer, farmer, in-between or other food donor 

you are protected from liability by the “Good 

Samaritan” law signed in 1996. This means that 

even if you are not the original manufacturer of an 

item you are protected from civil or criminal 

prosecution in the event that your donation 

provided in good faith later cause harm to the 

recipient.  

As a member of your community you can volunteer 

to take food waste from produce terminals, farms, 

super markets, and other sources to give to shelters 

and other recipients. For example, a Meal Center in 

Hamilton takes food that would otherwise be 

wasted from Bob Evans, Starbucks and Fort 

Hamilton Hospital. Butler County United Way 

takes non-perishable food donations and places 

them in blessing boxes on campus.  

As a shopper, buying local and at farmers markets 

reduces the number of hoops your food goes 

through to get to you. This reduces waste in the 

supply chain. Often time food with cosmetic 

blemishes is not advertised but you can ask farmers 

about “seconds” by the bushel or peck which can be 

heavily discounted.  

Know what packaging information means.  Don’t 

confuse dates meant for quality rather than safety to 

tell you whether food is or is not spoiled.  

Try to reduce food waste at home.  Changing your 

diet and preparing your own meals can also make 

keeping track of food easier. Meat and dairy 

products are more apt to spoil if your attention 

lapses. Unprocessed fruits, nuts, vegetables and 

grains are more forgiving and can be composted 

easily at home.  

If you organize an event or meal, plan for what 

happens to the food after the event to ensure that it 

either gets eaten, saved for later, or composted. 

Planning a brown bag lunch or potluck can be a 

way to get ahead of the game on food waste.  

It is possible to make meaningful change as 

business owners and consumers to reduce food 

waste locally.  

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


