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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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March Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Because Covid has still not left the building, we 

will not have an in-person Board of Directors 

meeting on Wednesday, 3/10.  I am working with 

Craig Wiseman to choose software for 

teleconferencing.  If possible, we will try to 

schedule an online conference for this 

Wednesday at 7 pm. 

Stay healthy! 
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Letter from the President  

Despite the Old Farmer’s Almanac, March failed to 

enter like a lion.  True enough, we did have the 2nd 

snowiest February in recorded history, which was 

predicted.  At least the snow blower started each 

time I pulled it out of the garage.  Having the last 

week of February above freezing did an even better 

job of cleaning the driveway, however. 

I’m still waiting for my second Covid shot.  Despite 

the wonderful job done by the Butler County Health 

Department for the first shot, UC did them one 

better in my wife’s case by prescheduling her 

second shot after giving her first shot.  I don’t know 

why scheduling an appointment should be tougher 

than woodpecker lips, but that’s how it seems to be. 

Spring flowers are convinced that spring is here to 

stay.  At least three species are presently blooming 

in the front flowerbeds.  It won’t be long before 

dandelions start popping up and I’ll need the lawn 

mower instead of the snow blower.  Given the 

choice of shoveling or mowing, I’ll take the latter. 

Spring flowers are on their way to MetroParks.  

What better time to visit our parks?  See you there. 

Be sure to get your vaccinations as soon as possible 

so that we can return to our parks and once again 

participate in group activities!  I hope to see you 

soon. 

Bill Walker  

Spooling Up 

One of the many activities sponsored by Friends of 

MetroParks is the Animal Fund to buy and help care 

for the farm animals at Chrisholm MetroPark.  The 

most recent request from MPX was back scratching 

pads for the goats, a dehumidifier for the barn, and 

wooden spools to serve as a jungle gym for the 

goats.   

 

 

The dehumidifier did not present a problem, but 

locating cable spools proved more difficult.  

Luckily, Amy Pellman’s cousin, Jamey, has access 

to the appropriate spools and was willing to donate 

some if we could pick them up from Kentucky.  

Board member Darryl Young provided truck, 

trailer, and strength of back to help move the spools 

to Chrisholm.  Thanks to all involved! 
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Signs of Spring 
Becky Vanderpool, 

Senior Manager of Park Connections 

It may not feel like it now, but spring really is just 

around the corner! Use your senses to watch for 

these tell-tale signs that the season really is 

changing.   

Watch for spring colors to return! Early bulbs, like 

crocuses, are sure to sprout and bloom soon, if they 

haven’t already done so. Take a close look at the 

branches on Silver Maple trees.  They are one of the 

first trees to sprout buds in the early spring.   

 

Take a deep breath in through your nose! The air 

after a spring rain has a distinctive smell. Lawns 

will be mowed soon, adding the scent of fresh cut 

grass to the air.  And fragrant spring wildflowers are 

another sign of the season. 

Feel the spring breeze! Take a walk in the park 

without having to be bundled up in layers. Open 

your windows at home and in your car as you are 

out and about. 

Listen for this next welcome sign of Spring! When 

the ponds and wetlands thaw, the Spring Peepers 

will become quite vocal!  Just like their name says, 

their calls are a single high pitched “Peep.”  

The sounds of a lot of them together goes from one 

“peep” to a repetition of “peep, peep, peep, peep.” 

Take a walk at Indian Creek MetroPark just before 

dusk in       mid-March or after and you will hear 

them for sure. Other sounds of spring include owls 

hooting, woodpeckers drumming and songbirds, 

like the tufted titmouse. 

Add the flavor of fresh spring greens to your meals!  

Lettuce, spinach, and others will be abundant in 

backyard gardens & produce markets very soon.  

What tell-tale signs just have you seen so far this 

year?   

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


